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Organizing Committee’s Welcome 

Dear Philatelic Enthusiasts and Esteemed Guests, 

Greetings from our nation's capital! We are elated to welcome you to the 
2023 Collectors Club Single Frame Competition at the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s iconic National Postal Museum in Washington, D.C. With more than 
40 frames, this is our first competition since 2019 and the largest we have 
ever held. 

In the shadow of the Capitol dome and steps from the William H. Gross 
Stamp Gallery, this year's exhibition offers a showcase of rare and historic 
stamps and postal history from more than twenty countries, 
including collections of American history, displayed by Collectors Club 
members from around the world. As you walk the frames of this exhibition, 
we hope you discover not just the beauty of stamps and mail but also the 
stories, histories, and cultures they encapsulate.  

We express our deepest gratitude to the exhibitors, members of the jury, 
and our hosts at the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum. Director 
Elliot Gruber and staff have shown immense support in making this event 
a reality. Members of the museum’s Council of Philatelists are exhibiting 
their collections here. We are thankful for the hard work invested by many 
to make this event a success.   

Thank you for making the journey to Washington, D.C. and joining us 
today. Whether you are a seasoned philatelist, an emerging collector, or 
simply a curious visitor, we are delighted to have you with us on this 
journey through the world of postage stamps. Here's to a day of discovery, 
connection, and philatelic delight! 

Warmest regards, 

Lawrence Haber Bruce Marsden Daniel Piazza 
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Jury Members 
Mark Banchik 

Darrell Ertzberger 

Ron Lesher 

Grand Award 

Reserve Grand Award 

Awards of Merit 

Holyoake Friendship Cup (Most Popular Exhibit) 

 

Awards will be presented during the 2024 Alfred F. Lichtenstein 

Memorial Award dinner in New York. 

Awards 

The Collectors Club will be 

a convening society at: 

 

Chicagopex 

November 17-19, 2023 

http://www.chicagopex.org/ 

 

San Diego Stamp Show 

February 23-25, 2024 

http://sandiegostampshow.net/ 

 

NAPEX 

June 7-9, 2024 

http://www.napex.org/ 

 

 We’ll see you there! 

Upcoming Events and Conventions 

FAM-22 with Gordon Eubanks  

November 15, 2023 

5:30 pm - 7:00 pm 

 

Society of Postal Historians (UK) 

with Colin Tabeart, John Scott, 

and Keith Brandon 

December 6, 2023 

5:30 pm - 7:00 pm 

  

Denmark with Birthe & Chris King  

December 13, 2023 

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

 

To register for these webinars visit 

www.collectorsclub.org/events 
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1 | Helvetia Visits Six Continents  Bruce Marsden  

Switzerland’s imperforate Sitting Helvetia “Strubels” used internationally, 1855-1862.  

2 | 1930s-’40s Bahamas Philately: Jay Bigalke 

Love, Gimmickry and Murder 

The four pictorial stamps of 1935 and 1938 along with epic postal history of the islands. 

3 | Steamship 1869 Pictorial NYFM Covers Philip Kotsios 

Sixteen covers depicting New York Foreign Mail varieties mailed overseas. 

4 | The 1924 Polish Currency Redenomination: Ronald J. Klimley 

The Polish Mark to the Złoty 

Postal impact of currency redenomination focused on three distinct periods: hyperinfla-

tion, redenomination, and aftermath. 

5 | Bahawalpur during its Fifty Day Period Sandeep Jaiswal 

as a Sovereign Nation 

In-depth study of all stamps issued by Bahawalpur as an independent country. 

6 | First Issue of Jaipur  Sandeep Jaiswal 

In-depth study of the first issue, with special emphasis on stones and printings.  

7 | Transatlantic Mail: U.S.–GB First Treaty Carol Bommarito 

Rates, 1849-1867 

Discriminatory/relatiatory rate leading to first treaty, and all rates under the first treaty. 

8 | Evolving Bishop Marks in Scotland’s  Kathryn Johnson 

Postal History 

From early oval primitive designs to progressively larger markings, all types are shown. 

9 | Stait’s Despatch Post vs. the U.S. Postal Richard Lomax 

System 

Examines Stait’s influence and illustrates handstamps through rates, routes, markings, 

and contents. 

10 | Utica, New York’s Handstamped Postal  Robert & Ellen Rose 

Markings, 1798-1855 

Evolution and development of Utica’s handstamped stampless mail from its beginning 

in 1798 to the end of domestic stampless mail in 1855. 

11 | Mail Routes of Rupert’s Land, British Chip Gleidman 

North America   

A study of the mail and trade routes in this area that filled the middle half of Canada 

from the beginning of settlement in the 1820s until the establishment of the Province of 

Manitoba in 1870. 

2023 Single Frame Competition 
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12 | The Mid-19th Century Start of Perforating John M. Hotchner 

in the United States 

13 | Perforating the Sheet Stamps of the U.S. John M. Hotchner 

Third Bureau Issue, 1908-1922  

14 | U.S. Domestically Mailed Circulars from Scott Steward  

1845 to 1863 

Each rate period is illustrated by multiple examples showing rate multiples and impact 

of the postal laws on mailing practices. 

15 | U.S. 1908 Special Delivery Stamp Used Lawrence Haber 

Shows a range of rates, markings, unusual uses and frankings of this short-lived 

stamp. 

16 | United States Demonetization and  Daniel M. Knowles 

Transition to the 1861 Design Stamps 

Explains demonetization and transition by employing earliest recorded 1861 stamp 

uses, combined 1857 and 1861 stamp uses, and demonetized uses. 

17 | St. Louis Bears Postmaster Provisional Issue Barry K. Schwartz 

A complete survey including covers, stamps of all plates, and paper varieties. 

18 | U.S. Despatch Agency London, 1842-1936 Ravi Vora 

Role of the U.S. Despatch Agency in forwarding official mail and its history. 

19 | Zeppelin Hindenburg  Cheryl Ganz 

Selected pages illustrate rates and routes. 

20 | Cuban Cigars—Plantation to Street Elizabeth Hisey 

A postcard exhibit showing cigar making and selling in Cuba. 

21 | Hand-painted Cachets for the 1946 Daniel A. Piazza 

Smithsonian Centennial Commemorative 

All thirteen known cachetmakers who prepared hand-painted covers and numerous 

unlisted artists are represented, including Dorothy Knapp’s original cachet art and four 

“Jarrett find” covers. 

22 | 1776   Vernon R. Morris 

Chronological display of the first year of American mail in the United Colonies and 

United States by land, while the British restricted their mail to ships only. 

23 | The 1948 Jewish National Fund Alphabet Sid Morginstin 

Stamps 

Shows the Hebrew alphabet and provides a quick tour of the town and cities in Israel 

whose names appear on the stamps. 
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24 | The 1933 ‘Tourist Set’ of Transjordan Akthem Al-Manaseer 

Traditional exhibit of the first commemorative set of Transjordan, issued to increase 

awareness of the existence of the country established in 1921.  

25 | Coffee on Stamps  Roger S. Brody 

Display of sixteen amazing, iconic United States covers marred by accidental coffee 

spills that, while no longer in competition, would be exhibit highlights if undamaged. 

26 | World War I India Civil Censorship J. Robert Gray 

Postal censorship methods are explained using examples representing all ten censor 

offices from pre-censorship to the end of its authorization. 

27 | Use of Boston’s ‘PAID in Grid’ Cancels,  Mark Schwartz 

1851-1859  

How the use of these cancels changed over time on the U.S. imperforate issues. 

28 | John M.G. Parker: Union Postmaster, Thomas M. Lera 

1862-1865   

The postal markings of Ship Island Union Army Field Post Office and New Orleans 

Post Office during Federal occupation are examined. 

29 | Making Sense of Foreign Entries Charles H. Buck 

Presents the first cataloguing of U.S. foreign entries and provides a structure for 

understanding what technical factors led to these dramatic errors. 

30 | Stamps that Built the Welfare State: Matthew Healey 

United Kingdom Health Insurance Stamps, 1912-1948 

Traces the development and use of stamps that were central to key social reforms. 

31 | The War Rate: United States Postal Rates Anthony F. Dewey 

and Fees, February 1, 1815 to March 30, 1816 

Paying the debt of the War of 1812 through postal taxation. 

32 | Swiss Official Stamps for the International Anthony F. Dewey 

Refugee Organization, 1950-1952 

A traditional presentation of IRO stamps, varieties, and uses.  

33 | Swiss Brieflis: What Was Inside? Richard T. Hall 

An overview of the greeting cards that the brieflis enclosed. 

34 | Pomeroy’s Letter Express  Larry Lyons 

New York State’s 1844 independent mail service, including conjunctive use covers to 

other states at a rate below the government’s. 

35 | Steamboat Mail and the 1847 Issue Daniel J. Ryterband 

Study of inland waterway uses of the U.S. 1847 issue. Explains uses, rates, and 

markings, arranged geographically. 
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36 | United States Free Frank Covers Daniel J. Ryterband 

Illustrates the key government posts and other categories of important individuals who 

were given the free franking privilege during the country’s formative years, and explains 

the postal laws and regulations.  

37 | Via Nicaragua with Commodore Vanderbilt Gordon E. Eubanks 

The competing mail system Vanderbilt funded to move mail, treasure, and passengers 

between San Francisco and New York via Nicaragua. 

38 | Persia 1876: The First Portrait Issue of Behruz Nassre-Esfahani 

Nasser-eddin Shah Qajar 

Traditional exhibit and in-depth study of this issue, printed at the Austrian Govern-

ment Printing Office in Vienna in 1876. 

39 | The Maori Pigeon: Seriously Endangered Damian Läge 

Gardener in the Forests of New Zealand  

40 | The Pigeon Mail of Great Barrier Island: Damian Läge 

Stage Setting for the First Airmail Stamps of the World 

41 | Coffee!: Early Cancellations and Adhyatman E. Agarwala 

Slogans in Latin America and the Caribbean 

Coffee-related postal advertising by countries seeking a greater share of the international 

trade between 1923 and 1940. 

42 | 1786 to 1870: U.S. Free Franking Alfredo Frohlich 

Story of free franking mail from before George Washington’s presidency to after 

Abraham Lincoln’s tenure. 

43 | New York Supplementary Mail, 1853-1877 Nicholas M. Kirke  

Shows the full range of markings used with this service. 

44 | New York City Foreign Mail Fancy Cancels, Nicholas M. Kirke 

1873-1875 

Shows the full range of these cancels. 

45 | The Orient Express to and from Ute Dorr 

Constantinople, 1883-1914 

Postal history structured according to train route variants, vignettes, straight-line 

markings and oval markings. FACSIMILE. 




