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President’s Message
By Lawrence Haber

Looking Forward ...
It has been quite a year. We began 2021 with great trepidation. The health 

situation, worldwide, was difficult. None of us had been vaccinated and we had 
yet to learn what a variant was. Nevertheless, as a club we persevered. We held 
24 Zoom programs, connecting all of us at home with each other and our great 
hobby. With the return of some in-person shows, we had a presence at three 
major stamp shows and provided four programs. Finally, too, we were able to 
hold an open house at our clubhouse on 22 E 35th Street. Many of you recognized 
these efforts and we saw membership growth we haven’t seen in decades.

As we now look forward to 2022, we expect a return to a new normal: a 
careful normal, a responsible normal. It is unlikely we will return to the normal 
of February 2020. Our program schedule for the year is set. We will have 26 
programs in the coming year and of these, seven are planned to be live from the 
clubhouse. Every one of our programs will be streamed live to everyone. This 
allows so many of our members who do not live close to our clubhouse to enjoy 
their membership and connect with members through our programming. We are 
also looking forward to a single-frame competition to be held at the clubhouse, 
a Governors Open House in December and an extremely special Lichtenstein 
dinner to be held on May 4 at the Harvard Club. We fully expect 2022 to be a 
very special year of accomplishment and your board of governors is very excited 
about the year to come. We are also very conscious that the threat of Covid 
remains, but it is our expectation that we will truly learn to live and find ways to 
connect and enjoy our hobby together responsibly as we return to a new normal.

On other fronts, perhaps a brief word of update is in order regarding the 
marketing of our premises at 22 E 35th and our exploration of Manhattan real 
estate. As I write this, we can report that the building marketing has been active. 
A great deal of interest has been shown and number of potential buyers have 
viewed the building. We are hopeful we will be receiving meaningful offers. 
Transactions of this nature are more complicated than those with which we may 
be familiar in residential real estate. Typically, architects and lawyers have to be 
engaged to survey the site and advise on fit out and zoning. All of this takes time. 
We are confident that our efforts will yield offers worth our consideration.

While the building has been marketed, we have also explored potential new 
sites for our club, and we remain confident that a suitable site can be found at a price 
that will be financially responsible and represent an upgrade above and beyond 
our current circumstances. Geographically, we are limiting ourselves to the same 
general vicinity as our current club house. Specifically, we will stay within the same 
general area in Midtown; that is, between Penn Station and Grand Central Terminal. 
In this way we will ensure that visitors will be within a short walk of either of those 
terminals. Viewing properties, we know we can find a suitable new home for our 
club. Please also rest assured, we would not make any form of commitment on a 
new location until the status of 22 E 35th is clear and close to definitive.
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Keep up to date with what’s happening in your club:
www.collectorsclub.org

Our online resources are timely, helpful,  
interesting and informative.

Please spend some time in exploration!

Before I finish this letter, it is with pride that I point out this issue is Volume 
100, Number 1. This is the 100th anniversary of this journal! It is time to pause 
and recognize the contribution that this journal has made to philately over the 
course of the past century. One of my favorite treats is to randomly select an 
issue from the past, download the issue and immerse myself in a portal to the 
past. It’s great fun and there are innumerable delights in store. I invite you to do 
the same. But we need to do more than read articles printed in the past; we also 
have to support this journal by making contributions. Certainly, we welcome 
your efforts to provide major articles, but it need not necessarily be a major 
article. In our last issue we introduced a new series, “Essential Elements,” and we 
urge you to contribute. 

In the very first issue of this journal, Vol. 1 No. 1, the editor, H.L. Lindquist, 
wrote, “A few months ago a small group of loyal members met to decide upon the future 
of the Collectors Club.” Nothing has actually changed; our focus and attention 
remain on the future of this club and we trust that 100 years from now our 
successors will thank us for today’s efforts.
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Editor’s Notepad
by Wayne L. Youngblood

As you can see, with this issue we are able to present a couple of more 
“Essential Elements” features, and we have a couple more on the boards 
ready for the next issue. As mentioned before, this is an occasional feature that 
spotlights specific items in your collection or exhibit that are important to you – 
for whatever reason. It may be rare, personally significant, historically relevant, 
humorous or just simply amusing to you.

This is a great way to either let other members know about an unusual item 
or, perhaps, locate additional examples or information about something you’re 
working on. Plus, it’s just plain fun. Other members want to hear from you!

The two we published last issue (from Larry Haber and Kathy Johnson) have 
been very well received, as I’m sure those in this issue will be. Please think about 
submitting one or two soon.

In a related matter, we’ve now had a couple of submissions and should have 
enough material to get the next issue out in a timely manner, but we have little in 
the way of a backlog of articles, which also makes balancing content in any single 
issue a difficult task.

Another way to contribute (and this is a big one, too), would be to consider 
writing up Zoom presentations, as we used to do with “At the Clubhouse.” 
This, too, will become important again as we resume some face-to-face 
meetings. Other members who don’t necessarily have the time to watch entire 
presentations very much enjoy these synopses. I’m sure we’ll also be asking 
presenters to write up their presentations as well in the future, but either way, 
this is important content for the magazine.

I am sorry to sound like a broken record regarding content for the magazine, 
but even in the best of times it’s always needed. Please consider submitting even 
a short feature or two.

More on Counterfeits
Feedback on the feature in the November-December issue has been strong.

As I continue to track the postal counterfeit problem in this country, I have noted 
more than 30 new counterfeits during 2021 alone – not counting face-different se-
tenants – (several became available within weeks of the release of the genuine)!

This is not just a significant problem for the U.S. Postal Service, it has 
become a regular cottage industry that is threatening an important part of our 
infrastructure. Most people who are buying and using counterfeits have no idea 
they are doing so.

Reports – either of new counterfeits or of commercial uses of them – are 
always welcome. Please send either images and descriptions or the actual items 
to me for examination. The collecting of postal counterfeits is an interesting 
pursuit, but those who study them have a new dilemma. How does one collect 
and study these items without helping to support those involved in creating 
them? That’s a great topic for an ongoing dialog. What do you think?
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Essential Elements
This month we continue a new, occasionally appearing, series of short 

features that spotlight favorite items from members’ collections. The criteria 
by which you choose these items is immaterial. It could be rare, an original 
discovery, a keystone to an exhibit, an early item from your collection, your 
favorite item or some philatelic object that simply amuses you.

The goal of this feature is to simply highlight short, interesting editorial 
nuggets that allow our members to share “special” items and get to know 
each other and their interests a little bit better. We continue this month with 
contributions by Kenji Nakano and Kurt Streepy.

Response so far has been great. We’ve received several submissions, and 
response to those published last issue has been overwhelmingly positive! Please 
consider sumbitting an occasional item for this ongoing feature.

Family Ties
by Kenji Nakano

Pictured nearby is a 1934 Detroit-bound cover from Kainei, in Korea, under 
Japanese rule. It’s located near the border with Manchuria (called “Hoeryong” 
in today’s North Korea), taken from my collection of postmarks at Japanese 
offices in Korea (1876-1945). The Japan 2-sen green (Scott 194) and 8-sen olive 
bister (Scott 246) definitives are each tied with a scenic circular date stamp (CDS) 
depicting Mt. Màoér (a reminiscence for local Japanese residents of Mt. Fuji) and 
a raft on the Tumen River, against the backdrop of a locally produced pottery. 
The cachet was hand-painted by Karl Lewis (1865-1942), a Kentucky native who 
ran a photo studio and sold picture postcards in Yokohama.
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I bought this cover not only due to its relevance to my collecting interest, 
but also because of the date of the cancellation: July 27, 1934 (“9” in the CDS 
represents the ninth year of the reign of Emperor Showa (Hirohito), which 
coincides with the birth date of my father, Takaji Nakano (now 87). Though not 
a philatelist (nobody is perfect), he supported my childhood enthusiasm when I 
started to collect new commemorative issues while growing up in Tokyo, where 
he ran a kimono shop. Not only did he go to a post office to buy new issues for 
me before they sold out by the time of my grade school’s dismissal, but he also 
even promised to buy some high-value (from my juvenile perspective) items if I 
was to achieve certain levels of academic scores in my fifth and sixth grades. This 
“deal” resulted, among other things, in my acquisition of the sought-after 1948 
philatelic week issue based on the 17th-century painting, Beauty Looking Back 
(Scott 422). Decades later, he represented me at the award ceremony of Japex 
2015, held by Japan Philatelic Society, as I could not go there from Westchester 
County to fetch a vermeil medal. The cover is currently with him in Tokyo, 
together with the rest of my LV exhibit for Japex 2019, because Covid-19 has 
prevented me from going there to pick it up.

It is hoped that I will be able to visit him and my mother, Tamae Nakano, 
sometime soon. 

Research Your Postal History
by Kurt Streepy

I mentioned the postcard shown nearby during my July 2021 APS Stamp 
Chat on collecting Canal 
Zone. The cover is a 
good example of the 
power of Google to add 
background to postal 
history. Tracking down 
the sender or recipient 
of postal history items 
can add to the interest of 
the item. I purchased the 
picture postcard based 
on the message on the 
picture side (enlarged). I 
found the description of 
the sender’s stay in the 
Panama Canal Zone interesting:

“…in Panama about two weeks, it is a miserable 
place, and I will be glad when we sail next Saturday.” 

Upon further inspection, I noticed the cancel 
was from Nov. 17, 1906, which was during the 
visit of President Theodore Roosevelt to Puerto 
Rico, Panama and the Canal Zone. This was the 
first foreign trip by a U.S. president. I thought 
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this could have been a member of the Roosevelt party, as they had been away 
from Washington, D.C., about two weeks on Nov 17, when the card was mailed. 
Unfortunately, the message on the card listed a date of July 2 that did not match 
the cancel. 

Later, I had the opportunity to track down the recipient of the postcard with 
a Google search. With some degree of certainty, based on the name, date and 
address, it appears the recipient was Mary Eliza Mahoney (1845-1926). 

Highlights of Mary Eliza Mahoney’s life: 

• 1879, graduated as a registered nurse from New England Hospital for 
Women and Children — the first black woman to do so in the United States.

• 1896, became one of the original members Nurses Associated Alumnae 
of the United States and Canada (NAAUSC), which later became the American 
Nurses Association (ANA).

• 1920, was among the first women in Boston to register to vote.

• 1976, posthumously inducted into the American Nurses Association Hall of 
Fame.

• 1993, posthumously inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame.

The Mary Mahoney Award is bestowed biennially by the ANA in recognition 
of significant contributions in advancing equal opportunities in nursing for 
members of minority groups.

I may not have found a card from the Roosevelt party, but I did receive a 
history lesson I did not expect. I could find no answer as to 
why the message is dated July 2, but posted Nov. 17, 1906, 
in Bas Obispo (received Nov. 27, 1906, in Woburn, Mass).

If you missed the APS Stamp Chat on Collecting Canal 
Zone, you can find it on the APS YouTube channel:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=sY3OHVEzRWA
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The Correspondence of 
Leroy R. Westfall, Captain of the  

Sag Harbor Whaling Ship Crescent
Daniel M. Knowles, MD

Nineteenth century America was one of continuous expansion and discovery, 
composed of a series of dangerous adventures, many of which have been 
romanticized over the years. One such “romantic” adventure was whale fishery. 
Whaling expeditions usually took from two to four years, during which time 
the seamen generally lived in small, over-crowded, vermin-infested ships. The 
whaling ships roamed all over the globe, periodically anchoring at remote, semi-
deserted locations to secure water and supplies. They occasionally encountered 
other whaling ships, which allowed them to exchange letters for transmission 
to family members – the only contact the seamen had with their families for the 
entire voyage. Hunting and killing whales was a dangerous enterprise; many 
seamen and ship captains died in the practice. Others deserted the whaling ships 
when they anchored at ports, sometimes only to join the next whaling ship that 
anchored there, hoping to eventually return home. The history of whaling has 
been romanticized by numerous stories of daring and bravery and, of course, 
by Herman Melville’s great American novel, Moby Dick or The Whale. Indeed, 
Herman Melville mentioned Sag Harbor in his novel …..“Arrived at last in old 
Sag Harbor; and seeing what the sailors did there; and then going on to Nantucket, and 
seeing how they spent their wages in that place also, poor Queequeg gave it up for lost. 
Thought he, it’s a wicked world in all meridians; I’ll die a pagan.” [1]

Alexander Starbuck’s History of the American Whale Fishery [2] is the 
definitive reference on the subject. All the whaling ships, from where and 
when they set sail and returned and their captains, managers and cargo are 
detailed. Surviving logbooks tell us where and when the whaling ships found 
whales. The few surviving letters to and from whaling men and their families 
document the non-romanticized reality of whaling life. Three stampless folded 
letters to and from Leroy Westfall, captain of a whaling voyage aboard the ship 
Crescent, sailing out of Sag Harbor, Long Island, N.Y., provide us with insights 
into whaling and a glimpse into life in the historic whaling village of Sag 
Harbor, in the 1840s.

Long Island is shaped like a fish, with the tail commonly referred to as the 
North and South Forks. The village of Sag Harbor lies on the northern shore 
of the South Fork of eastern Long Island (Figure 1). It was settled by English 
colonists, primarily migrating by water from New England. Sag Harbor was 
first mentioned by name in the Southampton town records in 1707. Three small 
hut-like dwellings were built in 1730. The first permanent settlements were built 
around 1745. The farming village of Sagaponack lies directly south of Sag Harbor 
on the southern side of the South Fork of Eastern Long Island. Sagaponack 
farmers benefitted from the convenient location of the nearby harbor from which 
they could ship their goods. They referred to the harbor as the Harbor of Sagg, 
which became commonly known as Sag Harbor. [3]

CCP22.JanFeb.indd   12CCP22.JanFeb.indd   12 1/3/2022   8:25:18 PM1/3/2022   8:25:18 PM
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Figure 1. Map of Long Island appearing on the reverse of an 1885 
Long Island Railroad timetable. The black lines indicate railroad 
lines. The whaling seaport of Sag Harbor lies on the northern 
shore of the South Fork at the eastern end of Long Island (inset).

Sag Harbor is a deep-water port lying on Gardiner’s Bay, which opens into 
the Atlantic Ocean. It became an international port, shipping products from 
farms, the forest and the sea to cities in the eastern United States and the West 
Indies. By 1789 Sag Harbor had more tons of square-rigged vessels engaged in 
commerce than New York City. [3] Sag Harbor was designated the first port of 
entry in the United States by an act of Congress on July 31, 1789. As the first stop 
for ships entering the United States, Sag Harbor received ships bound for New 
York City. The United States government placed a customs house in the village, 
the first on Long Island, to collect duties and other fees. [3] Henry Packer Dering, 
who had become the first government-appointed postmaster of Sag Harbor in 
1794, was appointed Collector of the Port of Sag Harbor in 1790. [3]

The first vessels left Sag Harbor in search of whales along the coastline in 
1760. As whales became scarcer, the boats ventured further into the Atlantic 
Ocean. As those whale populations were decimated, the whaling boats began to 
sail the Pacific and Indian Oceans and, eventually, all around the globe. Whale oil 
was used for making soap and candle wax, but most importantly served as the 
preferred fuel source for lamps, since it produced a smokeless flame. Baleen, the 
cartilaginous strips that many whales possess instead of bone, was used to make 
corsets, buggy whips and fishing poles, for example. The processing and sale 
of whale oil emerged as the principal industry in Sag Harbor during the 1830s 
and 1840s. By 1839, there were 13 arrivals and 29 departures of whaling vessels 
annually. More than 1,000 men and boys were employed on the whaling ships 
sailing from Sag Harbor and in the many whaling-related industries there. This 
included ship builders, blacksmiths, coopers, caulkers, carpenters, sailmakers 
and spar makers, as well as shipping and warehouse clerks. Wealthy ship owners 
and successful captains built mansions along Sag Harbor’s treelined main street, 
many of which still stand, now commonly referred to as “Captain’s Row.” Its 
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streets were filled with sailors, merchants, artisans and representatives of the 
many different cultures (Native Americans, African Americans, Portuguese, 
Hawaiian, Fiji Islanders) employed in whaling. [3]

The Sag Harbor whaling industry peaked in 1847. In that year 32 arrivals 
brought 3,919 barrels of sperm whale oil, 63,712 barrels of whale oil and 605,340 
pounds of baleen worth $996,413, equivalent to $33,240,338 today. However, the 
industry crashed just two years later. After the whale populations throughout 
the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans had been decimated, whalers had to 
chase smaller whales in colder and more extreme waters, using larger ships for 
longer periods of time resulting in smaller profits. Increasing whale scarcity, 
lengthening of the voyages, the increasing expense of outfitting whaling ships 
and the financial losses sustained by owners marked the beginning of the end of 
whale fishery. The discovery of methodology that allowed the cheap and easy 
production of kerosene from petroleum in 1849 resulted in evaporation of the 
whale oil market and the rapid demise of whale fishery. The final nail in the 
coffin was the 1849 California gold rush. This attracted hundreds of adventurous 
Sag Harbor and other Long Island whaling captains, seamen and all manner of 
men to depart for California. The massive exodus left inadequate numbers of 
men to staff the whaling ships. Some whaling ships were sold to companies to 
transport the gold-seeking fortune hunters. Some whaling captains sailed their 
whaling ships to San Francisco, deserting them once there, most of the ships and 
men never to return. [2-4]

Leroy Westfall was born in 1816 to Newton Westfall and Anna Frazer. He 
wed Eliza Starr on Sept. 25, 1837. They had three children, Anna Elizabeth in 
1840, Maria Isabelle in 1842 and Newton in 1844, and resided in Sag Harbor. 
Leroy’s wife Eliza died Jan. 12, 1849, at only 29 years of age, cause unknown, and 
was interred in Oakland Cemetery in Sag Harbor. [5,6]

The great financial successes of the Sag Harbor whalers in the mid-1840s 
must have been the impetus for Leroy Westfall to embark on a whaling voyage 
as captain of the Crescent in mid-1846. The Crescent undertook three whaling 
voyages, all out of Sag Harbor. The voyages are summarized in Table 1. Leroy 
Westfall served as captain on the third voyage, which departed July 28,1846, and 
returned three years later, on June 4, 1849, with 44 barrels of sperm oil, 2,200 
barrels of whale oil and 12,000 pounds of baleen. [7] This was a reasonable, but 
perhaps not great, cargo for a three-year-long voyage. The impending crash of 
the whaling industry was not apparent to him nor to many others at the time. 

Table 1. The Voyages of the Crescent [2,7]

Depart Return Port Grounds Captain Sperm Oil* Whale Oil* Baleen** 

9-27-1841 8-?-1843 Sag Harbor Crozette Island Roys 300 2,700 18,000 
10-11-1843 5-6-1846 Sag Harbor NW Miller 0 1,500 5,000
7-28-1846 6-4-1849 Sag Harbor NW & NZ Westfall 44 2,200 12,000

* Barrels
** Pounds
NW: North West Coast
NZ: New Zealand
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The first of the three letters is from Leroy Westfall’s wife Eliza. It is datelined 
“Sagharbor Sept 17th 46” and is addressed to “Capt Leroy R. Westfall Ship 
Crescent at Sea” (Figure 2). 

Figure 2. Sept. 17, 1846, letter from Eliza Westfall, addressed to her husband “Capt Leroy R. Westfall Ship 
Crescent at Sea.” This letter was carried by the whaling ship Citizen, which set sail from Sag Harbor 
on Sept. 19, 1846. Likely, it was transmitted from the Citizen to the Crescent at an unknown date some 
months later.
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www.collectorsclub.org/the-collectors-club-library/

CCP22.JanFeb.indd   15CCP22.JanFeb.indd   15 1/3/2022   8:25:20 PM1/3/2022   8:25:20 PM



16 www.collectorsclub.org                   January-February 2022

In this letter Eliza mentions that Ship Citizen is preparing to sail in a few days. 
Indeed, whaling ship Citizen set sail from Sag Harbor on Sept. 19,1846, under 
Captain Lansing for the whaling grounds in the North West Coast and the Pacific 
Ocean [2], where the Crescent was already roaming. So, Ship Citizen undoubtedly 
carried this letter, at least initially. It is not known when Leroy received the letter. 

An exact transcript of Eliza Westfall’s letter follows:

Sagharbor Sept 17th 46
My Dear Husband,
Hearing that the Citisen was to sail in a few days, I embrace the opportunity of 

writing my Dear feeling it to be a great privilege I expected by this time to have had a 
letter. It seems to me a year since you left me. I have written you five times since you 
left-hope you will get some of them I am as well as usual have not felt very well since 
you left me O, Leroy, that parting was to much for my poor weak nerves I can not 
describe my feelings the Lord only knows and to see Anna was enough to break anny 
ones heart I wrote you all about it by Capt Edwards so I will not repeat it again the 
children are well except Newton he has been sick ever since you went away with the 
summer complaint I have done every thing for him that I can do and nothing helps him 
I have had two Doctors I am afraid he never will be anny better. you would not know 
him if you should see him. He has all pined away he is as cunning as ever, talks some 
he sings and plays yet & if he will get well again how glad I shall be, but I am most 
discouraged about him if you were only here what would I give but no here I must be 
alone to live and die I expect some times I feel that I can not live & I am so lonesome I 
am most dead but here are my poor children and I must live for them. Anna is going 
to mother she says to learn to write so she can write her Dear father a letter she asks 
every day how many weeks you have been gone, how many more you will have to stay 
poor child how little she knows. Bell is as fat as ever she begins to learn very fast, she 
says tell papa I can spell bible and a good many other words – but O dear with all the 
rest of my trouble, the whopping cough is in school and if Newton gets it he will die 
he cannot live in this weak state. What should I do, My school is very good at present 
but I forgot Mother has a party to night to eat ice cream and I told her I would come 
I do not want to she says I must so I will go will finish when I come back. well I have 
ben and got back there was quite a party. There was Capt Edwards, Mr. Bennet, G 
Cooper, E. Bassett, H Gardiner, J. Ripley, – Fordham and Ladies, but poor me alone. I 
wish I had not gone they all seemed cheerful and happy and well they might they had 
all that was needful to make them happy and your Liza would be happy to were you, 
my dear husband, here to be with me but that is not my good fortune It is too much to 
bear with It is rong to wish time away but it seems to me it never passed so slow in this 
world when will two years pass away but my dear, where are you why don’t you write 
are you in the land of the living if so, have you forgotten me I heard Mrs. Howes had a 
letter from her husband and he sailed since you did. O my dear husband, if I had wings 
I would find you I know I would sleep I fear something has happened to you, I am 
alone. Mary was married four weeks ago has not returned yet I have written you all the 
particulars in many others hope you will get them. 

Last week I took the Children and Mother and went to Franklinville to Mrs Fanning 
and spent one night thought it would help but they seemed very glad to see me and tried 
to have me stay longer but I could not, the Children were delighted with their visit the 
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Doct and his wife were very glad to see me, talked a great deal about you we went to see 
Mr. Youngs, paid him and took up the note. thank heaven it is the last. there is the cry 
of fire I must go and see where it is Mr. Osgood store in flames they have got it out They 
think it took fire inside and burned most every thing in it. O dear if it should break out 
again I no not where it would stop the wind is blowing very hard 

Excuse me dear for I hardly no what I am doing. I must draw my letter to a close for 
my paper is most used up and it is getting late There is no news that I no of now. It is 
very sickley here almost all kinds of disorders My dear Leroy be careful of your health do 
not run any risks think of your poor wife and helpless children at home come home in two 
years oil or no oil I have dreadful dreams and signs i don’t know what is going to happen 
to me do pray write every chance you have the children send a great many kisses and love 
to their dear father. If I knew where you were to night I could go to bed contented O there 
is no peace for me. 

goodby my Dear Husband your affectionate wife
E. G. Westfall

excuse all

Eliza referred to their son Newton as being 
frail and sick several times in her letter. Newton 
died at 21 years of age, cause unknown, on 
April 12, 1866, in Havana, Cuba. He was 
interred in the Oakland Cemetery in Sag 
Harbor. [6]

Perhaps Leroy received one or more of the 
five letters that Eliza claimed to have sent him. 
However, I am only aware of the existence of 
the three letters transcribed here.

The second of the three letters is from Leroy 
Westfall, date lined “New Zealand Feb. 7th 47” 
and is addressed to “Mrs. Leroy R Westfall Sag 
Harbor L.I. State if New York,” his wife Eliza 
(Figure 3). The letter was handed off to another 
ship for transmittal. The last ship to carry the 
letter brought it to the whaling port of Warren, 
R.I. Private ship letters arriving from the high 
seas on vessels without mail-carrying contracts 
were received and postmarked by the post 
office at the port of arrival, where they were 
placed in the United States mail. [8] So, this 
letter was appropriately postmarked Warren, 
R.I., Sept. 30 and rated “5” cents postage due 
for a letter traveling fewer than 300 miles to Sag 
Harbor, according to the Postal Act of March 3, 
1845. [9] Interestingly, the usual 2¢ ship fee was 
not apparently charged. Thus, this letter from 
Leroy to his wife Eliza traveled for more than 
seven months before reaching her. The ship, 
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Luminary, which sailed out of Warren, R.I., on May 21, 1844, to whaling grounds 
in the Indian Ocean, returned to Warren, R.I., on Sept. 29, 1847. [2] Undoubtedly, 
it was the Luminary that carried this letter back to the United States. The captain 
or a seaman from aboard Luminary deposited the letter in the Warren, R.I., post 
office on that or the next day for delivery by the U.S. mail.

An exact transcript of Leroy Westfall’s letter to his wife Eliza, with corrected 
identification and spelling of locations in parentheses, follows:

Figure 3. Feb. 7, 1847, letter from Leroy Westfall in New Zealand, addressed to his wife, Eliza, in Sag 
Harbor. The letter was brought to Warren, R.I., by whaling ship Luminary on Sept. 29, 1847, about seven 
months later. It was promptly deposited in the Warren R.I., post office, where it was posted the next day, 
Sept. 30, and rated 5¢ due for delivery to Sag Harbor via the United States mail.
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New Zealand Feb. 7th 47
My Dear Lizzy
I have but five minutes to write therefore must be brief I have now 700 bbls oil 

bound direct for N.W. Coast. Lizzy I have struggled hard and run all sorts of risks to get 
some oil that I may be enabled once more to see you and my little ones God has blest my 
efforts thus far although we have had much hard luck yet I hope to see you in the course 
of twelve months more for you are all my thoughts both day and night. I have got every 
whale but one yet I have the best kind of officers and a little the best crew that ever I 
saw you can tell some of my Dear friends that Westfall has not raised the devil yet with 
anything but whales of which he expects to get his full share-

Oh my dear wife if I could see you how much I could say but I suppose I must try to 
get along with my own troubles tell Mother I would have written but have not time. will 
write her from Hicks Bay (a coastal area in northern New Zealand) tell Post & Sherry 
they may expect to see me the 12th of May 1848 if we can have a decent chance- My love 
to Mary Mother and all enquiring friends. Must close dearest wishing you the best of 
heavens blessings. Kiss the little ones for their dear Father and accept of an undivided 
heart yourself. Yours ever L R Westfall

Lizzy forgive me for not writing more. I could write you for a week but the ship n’ 
Company is in a hurry. You can feel it

P.S- If you want money go to P & Sherry - God bless you and my little ones.
If you see the Goodale’s wife 

 Tell her we take comfort together
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Some months later, Leroy wrote to his mother from the Sandwich Islands 
(Hawaii). The letter is datelined “S. I. Sept. 6th1847” and is addressed to “Mrs. 
A. E. Westfall Sag Harbor L.I.” (Figure 4). This letter was carried by a whaling 
ship on its return trip to Sag Harbor. Eleven different whaling ships arrived in 
Sag Harbor between January and July 1848. Most had sailed the North West 
Coast and a few had sailed New Zealand. [2] At least one of these ships had to 
have been in contact with the Crescent and carried this letter back to Sag Harbor. 
However, rather than being deposited in the post office as a drop letter, this 
letter may have been left at his mother’s home. Without postal markings, it is not 
possible to know when this letter arrived. 

Figure 4. Sept. 6, 1847, letter from Leroy Westfall in the Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands, addressed to his 
mother, Anna Westfall, in Sag Harbor. This letter was most likely brought to Sag Harbor by a returning 
whale ship. The arrival date is unknown.
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An exact transcript of Leroy Westfall’s letter to his mother, with corrected 
identification and spelling of locations in parentheses, follows:

S. I. Sept. 6th 1847
My Dear Mother
Having had no letters from home I have felt so low spirited while here I thought I 

could not write until I had letters as the Josephine Capt. Hedges told me you had received 
my letters from Fayal (Faial Island, Azores) yet Mother I cannot forget you although 
wide Oceans roll between us and I will try to think that I am not forgotten by all that 
I hold dear on earth Mother I have passed through very many trying scenes since I 
left the shores of S. Ils. while off the Navigator Islands (Samoan Islands) in the South 
Pacific Ocean March 1846 I experienced one of the most terrific typhoons that the oldest 
inhabitants ever remember to have witnessed. At Manooa (Manono Island, Samoa) 
it blew down more than half the town. At Fan Foe not a dwelling or church was left 
standing at Futuela and Apia (Samoa capital) they suffered much Mother I can give you 
no idea how terrific it was. It blew my boats and davits clear from the ship with several 
masts yards spars and all my sails little at the time did I think your beloved son would 
ever be permitted to write again or any one ever know the fate of the Ship Crescent or her 
crew indeed had she been at all weak she never could have survived the Gale. Thanks to 
him who ordereth all for the best that we escaped as well as we did I do feel truly thankful 
that our lives were spared — After the Gale abated Ship Ganges of Nantucket was close 
to me a complete wreck as she had nothing but lower masts standing of course I could 
not render any assistance being a complete wreck ourselves on the Northwest Coast I had 
two severe Earthquakes which I think is the occasion of ships not doing anything and 
no whales to be seen I did not see to exceed thirty while there. I could not under those 
circumstances conscientiously stay any longer than Aug 1st when I left for S. I. Ships 
were very poor when I left averaging not more than 2 whales. 

I shall leave here tomorrow for New Zealand where I am in hopes of getting enough 
to go home with this season but I do not expect to if not I shall be gone three years I dread 
to think of it but a voyage I came after and I will have it if my life is spared before I come 
home I am as well appointed as any ship that floats I have all with me that left home in 
the ship and they are good all that I want is to find whales and with God’s blessing we 
can get our full share I took but two whales on Kamtscatka (Kamchatka, Eastern Russia 
Peninsula) yet I am not discouraged. There are very many out two years with less oil 
than we have —

I fell in here with my old friends Capt. B. Green which was quite a treat to me I 
assure you there is some four or five Capts wives here. Mrs. Green talks as fast as ever 
it seems a little like home to spend a few hours in their company — So mother write 
me every opportunity – Direct to Woahoo (Oahu) S.I to be left) I am well have not 
seen a sick hour since leaving home God grant that these few lines may find you in the 
full enjoyment of health with Eliza and the little ones Oh how I long to see you all but 
whether I am ever permitted to or not the Lord only knows Mother it’s a hard life and 
sometimes I think I might as well stay as to go home for I should only have to leave the 
sooner which is worse than death Mr. Damon our Chaplain here sends his best respects to 
you Mrs. Cook and family and Brother Copp. I like him much the letter I wrote Fredericks 
Mother is published here little did I think at the time that it was to come before the public 
I send a paper from here to Eliza with it in May that God dear Mother that has hitherto 
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watched over us while separated for years permit us to meet once more this side the grave 
if not my prayer is that we may meet in a better world to be separated no more forever. 
My love to all enquiring friends

Yours affectionately L R Westfall
P.S. My peach sweetmeats keep first rate yet shall not use them until obliged to. I 

am afraid Eliza is dead or one of you I know would have written me would to God I were 
relieved of this suspense. 

The transmittal of letters from the homeport to men aboard whaling ships 
and back to the homeport was accomplished by handing letters off from 
ship to ship as they encountered one another during their voyages. This is 
evidenced here by Eliza’s placing her letter to Leroy aboard the whaling ship 
Citizen, Leroy acknowledging his mother’s receipt of his past letters by Captain 
Hedges of the whaling ship Josephine, the arrival of Leroy’s letter to Eliza by the 
whaling ship Luminary of Warren, R.I., and the arrival of Leroy’s letter to his 
mother in Sag Harbor.

In the letter to his mother, Leroy describes his frustrations finding whales, 
which necessitated trips to multiple locations, including Kamchatka (North 
West Coast, Eastern Russia Peninsula), Fayal (Faial Island, the Azores), the 
Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands, the Navigator (Samoan) Islands and New 
Zealand. This letter’s content supports the historical facts that increasing 
whale scarcity was lengthening whaling voyages and making it difficult for 
ships to return with significant cargos. Upon his return, Leroy learned that 
his young wife Eliza had passed away several months earlier, leaving him a 
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widower with three young children. That was Leroy Westfall’s only whaling 
voyage. He subsequently obtained employment with the Pacific Steamship 
Mail Co. and married Manetta J. Penny in 1855, with whom he had a son, 
Allan, within the year. [5]

In this letter, Leroy Westfall also describes the life-threatening weather 
conditions – notably earthquakes and typhoons – that his ship encountered in 
the South Pacific Ocean. The latter apparently was a frequent occurrence in the 
South Pacific. Based upon this letter, one can readily appreciate the basis for the 
anxieties and fears that prevailed among whaling captain’s families during the 
long whaling expeditions.

Many of the individuals mentioned in these letters by Eliza and Leroy 
Westfall, including Bassett, Edwards, Fordham, Goodale, Green, Hedges 
and Youngs were Sag Harbor whaling captains and mariners. Mrs. Howes 
was the wife of Sag Harbor whaling captain William Howes. Brother Joseph 
A. Coop was a minister at the Sag Harbor Presbyterian Church at that time. 
The Fordhams and Coopers were long-established families in Sag Harbor, 
appearing as early as in the 1775 Sag Harbor census. Gardiner was the 
owner and occupant of nearby Gardiner’s Island. [2,3] Post and Sherry was 
a Sag Harbor managing company or agent for whom many of these whaling 
captains worked. Post and Sherry owned a shipyard as well as a cooperage in 
Sag Harbor. [3]

Unfortunately, Leroy Westfall died April 13, 1856, in Panama Bay, Panama, 
at only 40 years of age, only a few years after returning from his whaling voyage. 
He was serving as chief officer of the steamship John L. Stephens for the Pacific 
Mail Steamship Co. One day prior, he was in his stateroom drawing alcohol from 
a can. He did not notice a lighted candle in the room. Alcohol fumes filled the 
room, setting fire to it, and the can exploded covering him with the burning fluid. 
He died the next day. He was buried on Isle Flamenco, leaving his second wife 
and his four children behind. A stone marker for him was placed in the Oakland 
Cemetery in Sag Harbor. [6]
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Michigan Bear Hunting Stamps
by David Torre

[Editor’s Note: This feature is part of an occasional series of articles 
that focus on the considerable historical and hobby resources of the website, 
www.waterfowlstampsandmore.com. Maintained by Torre, the site boasts much 
information not found elsewhere.] 

The Michigan bear stamps that were issued from 1959 through 1963 have 
always been popular with collectors. The stamps from this classic period are 
jumbo-sized pictorials and each features a large illustration of a bear or a bear 
being chased by hunting dogs. The stamps are similar to the wildly popular 
Michigan Cisco Netting stamps that were issued from 1963 through 1968.

Unused remainders of the bear stamps were given away by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources in an office-cleaning procedure in the early 
1980s. For this reason, there are ample unused examples to go around. Finding 
examples used on license presents much more of a challenge.

Lesser known, but avidly sought by advanced collectors, are the semi-pictorial 
Michigan bear stamps issued from 1981 through 1989. Different stamps were 
issued for resident and non resident hunters during this time. Since most collectors 
were unaware of the stamps and no remainders were sold or given away – the 
opposite is true with regard to difficulty of acquisition. Unused stamps are rarely 
encountered, while used examples frequently turn up on licenses.

The Michigan Black Bear
Worldwide there are only eight different species of bears; three of these are 

found in North America: black bears; brown bears and polar bears (Grizzly bears 
and Kodiak bears are types of brown bears). Black bears are found scattered 
throughout North America and have been reported in at least 35 states and all of 
the Canadian provinces. The black bear is the only species found in Michigan.

In Michigan, black bears are common in 
the Upper Peninsula (UP) and areas of the 
Northern Lower Peninsula (NPR). In recent 
years, bears have been more frequently seen 
in the Southern Lower Peninsula (SLP). In the 
Upper Great Lakes Region, most black bears 
have black or extremely dark brown fur, as 
seen in Figure 1. Black bears that are found 
in the western United States and Canada can 
be brown, cinnamon, grayish-blue and even 
blonde in coloration.

The average size for an adult black 
bear (standing on all four legs) is just under 
three feet tall at the shoulder and three to five feet in length. Males are larger 
than females and adults weigh 130-500 pounds. Females weigh 90-300 pounds. 
All bears gain weight in the fall and lose weight during their period of winter 

Figure 1. A Michigan black bear.
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inactivity. Upon emerging from their dens in the spring, they have typically lost 
a third of their body weight.

Black bears are most frequently found in large, heavily forested areas. In 
Michigan, however, they can be found in much more diverse kinds of habitats, 
including deciduous lowland forests, coniferous forest swamps and grassy open 
areas within forests. Black bears are omnivores and are opportunistic feeders of 
both plants and animals.

Bear Hunting and Licensing
Black bears are an important natural resource for inhabitants of Michigan and 

were first hunted by Native Americans and then by early trappers and settlers. 
Michigan began issuing residents a license to hunt deer starting in 1895 (Figure 
2) and, traditionally, bears 
were treated like a bonus 
for those possessing 
a deer license. Sport 
hunting of black bears 
was first regulated in 
1925 when the Michigan 
legislature declared the 
species a game animal. 
Prior to 1925, bears were 
completely unprotected 
and could be killed 
at any time and by 
any means. Even after 
1925, enforcement was 
generally lax and many 
counties had no closed 
seasons.

In 1928, the Game 
Division was established 
within the Department of 
Conservation and effective 
game management 
became a priority. Bear 
hunting privileges were 
officially included in the 
Michigan deer hunting 
license starting in 1928 
(one bear per season). 
Also starting in 1928, 
Michigan began issuing 
its hunting and fishing 
licenses in the form of 
celluloid-covered pin-
back buttons. Separate 
license buttons were 

Figure 2. An 1895 Michigan License to Hunt Deer. Note this license 
retains two of the original five deer-shipping coupons.
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issued to resident and non-resident hunters and fishermen 
for four consecutive years, after which time they were 
discontinued. Included among the different types of 
buttons was the deer license (Figure 3).

Using bait to hunt bears has always been legal in 
Michigan, and hunting bears with dogs became legal in 
1939. In hound hunting, bears are pursued by dogs and 
harvested after being treed or while passing another hunter. 
In many places where it is permitted, hound hunting has 
become a strong part of the bear hunting culture. It should 
be noted that hound hunting is controversial and not 
everyone agrees with it.

Michigan bear cubs were first protected in 1948 and, 
in 1952, the legislature granted the Michigan Natural 
Resources Commission (NRC) the authority to regulate 

bear hunting as it deemed 
appropriate to ensure the 
black bear population stay in 
equilibrium.

At this time bear trapping 
was made illegal without first 
obtaining a special permit. In 
general, bear hunting seasons 
coincided with deer hunting 
seasons through 1952. The 
first and only spring bear 
season (April 1- May 31) was 
held in 1953. Starting in 1955, 
there were special early fall 
bear seasons in the UP and 
NPR. It was during the early 
bear seasons that dogs were 

permitted to be used. During the deer hunting seasons (which took place later 
in the fall) dogs were not permitted. Bear hunting was very popular in Michigan 
during the 1950s with a high of 1,964 bears harvested in the early and regular 
seasons of 1958 (Figure 4).

Figure 3. The 1929 
Michigan non-resident deer 
license issued in the form 
of a button. This license 
conveyed the right to harvest 
one bear.

Figure 4. Michigan hunters standing in front of a bear strapped 
onto the back of a vehicle, circa 1950s.

Figure 5. The 1959 Michigan bear stamp. The large perforated selvage at the left may have served as 
an accounting tab.
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Pictorial Stamps Issued
The first dedicated bear license was 

issued in the form of a stamp in 1959. 
However, only small-game license 
holders who were interested in hunting 

bear during the early bear seasons were required 
to purchase and affix the stamp to their licenses. 
From 1959 through 1963 – during the time 
the stamps were issued – firearm deer license 

Figure 6 (above). A 1961 Michigan bear stamp with 
huge selvage across the top.
Figure 7 (left). A 1963 Michigan Cisco Netting 
stamp. Note the Allied Printing imprint in the bot-
tom selvage.

Figure 8 (left). In 1962 E.L. Vanderford purchased bear stamp 
No. 1. The selvage 
surrounding the 
stamp is similar to 
the Figure 7 Cisco 
Netting stamp.
Figure 9 (left). A 
1963 Michigan bear 
stamp. Note the Al-
lied Printing imprint 
in the bottom selvage.
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holders were not required to possess 
a bear stamp to harvest bear during 
the deer seasons. This is one of the 
primary reasons why the stamps are 
difficult for collectors to acquire used 
on a license. The majority of bears 
continued to be harvested by hunters 
during the deer seasons.

The 1959-61 Michigan Bear stamps 
were issued in panes of five, one 
across by five down (1 by 5). The 
stamps had a large blank perforated 
selvage area to the left of each stamp, 
which pioneer fish and game collector 
E.L. Vanderford has stated “had no 
functional purpose.” However, I 
believe that in some instances it may 
have served as an accounting tab. The 
1959 and 1960 issues were printed 
with a smaller (5-6 mm) perforated 
selvage across the top, right side and 
bottom of the panes (Figure 5).

The 1961 issue featured a very 
large selvage across the top of the 
pane and stamps from the top position 
often command a large premium 
because it is so different and cool 
looking (Figure 6).

The 1962 stamps were printed 
in vertical panes (1 by 5), with the 
smaller-sized selvage on all four 
sides of the pane and a slightly 
narrower perforated selvage between 
the stamps, similar to the Michigan 
Cisco Netting stamps, which were 
issued from 1963-67 (Figure 7). It 
is known that the same company, 
Allied Printing of Lansing, Mich., 
contracted with the Conservation 
Department to produce both the 1962 
and 1963 bear, and the 1963 Cisco 
Netting stamps.

On the vertical panes of five, the 
1962 bear stamps were turned on 
Figure 10. A 1968 Michigan Cisco Netting stamp 
complete pane showing the narrow perforated sel-
vage between the stamps – identical to the 1963 bear 
stamp shown in Figure 9.
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their sides. In 1962, Vanderford purchased stamp No. 1 from the conservation 
department (Figure 8).

The format for the 1963 bear stamps was identical to 1962, except that the 
selvage between the stamps was narrower yet, more like the 1968 Cisco Netting 
stamps (Figures 9, 10 and 17).

Figure 11 (right). 
This 1959 Michigan 
bear stamp is affixed 
to the reverse side of 
a small game license. 
It was issued to 
Edward Alashaian.
Figure 12 (below 
right). A 1960 
Michigan bear 
stamp affixed to the 
reverse of a small 
game license.
Figure 13 (below). 
An unused 1960 
Michigan metal 
bear tag. Note the 
tag number, 3299, 
which matches the 
serial number of 
the the Figure 12 
stamp.

Figure 14 (left). A 
1961 Michigan bear 
stamp affixed to the 
reverse of a small 
game license.
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As explained previously, Michigan bear stamps from the classic period are 
difficult to acquire on license. For many years I was happy with just a couple 
of different examples in my collection. I felt very fortunate one day when an 
advanced Michigan collector called and told me that he had decided to sell me 
a complete set that were all issued to the same hunter, Edward Alashaian. In 
addition, he also had two unused metal bear tags, one from 1960 and one from 
1962, that matched the serial numbers on the stamps (Figures 12-13, 15-16).

I was not able to find very much information on Edward Alashaian. He was 
born in 1926 and enlisted in the army in 1946 (at age 20), where he served as a 
photographer after the end of 
World War II. After getting 
discharged, he studied english 
literature at the University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor. The 
address on the obverse of each 

Figure 15 (right). 
A 1962 Michigan 
bear stamp affixed 
to the reverse 
of a small game 
license.
Figure 16 (be-
low). An unused 
1962 Michigan 
metal bear tag 
with matching 
number to the 
Figure 15 stamp.

Figure 17 (right). 
This 1963 Michigan 
bear stamp is affixed 
to the reverse of a 
small game license.

Figure 18. Resident and non-resident 1981 
Michigan bear stamps. Both are printed on 
Fasson paper.
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license issued to him from 
1959-63 listed Ann Arbor 
as his place of residence. 
Obviously Edward was a 
serious hunter. He passed 
away in 1993.

After 1963, 
the bear stamps 
were discontinued 
and a paper 
bear license was 
required of all 
bear hunters in 
1964 and 1965. 
Bear hunting was 
banned in the 
Lower Peninsula 
(only) for four 
years (1964-68) to 
allow populations 
to increase. 
Between 1966 
and 1979, bears 
were allowed to 
be harvested by 
hunters with only 
a deer license. 
In 1976, a new 
law required that 
bear-hunting dogs 

Figure 19. These two 1982 Michigan 
bear stamps were printed on Avery self-
adhesive paper.

Figure 20 (above right). 
Two 1985 Michigan 
bear stamps. Note that 
a line has been added 
for the month and day 
of issue.
Figure 21 (center 
right). Two 1986 
Michigan bear stamps. 
Note that the fee 
amount has now been 
omitted.
 Figure 22 (right). 
Two 1987 Michigan 
bear stamps. Note the 
significant fee increase 
over a two-year period.
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be registered with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. A special 
nine-day archery bear hunting season was added in 1977.

Semi-Pictorial Stamps Issued
Starting in 1980, a specific bear hunting license was once again required 

and, from 1981 through 1989, the license was issued in the form of a stamp. The 
stamps were semi-pictorial die-cut self-adhesives and were printed in sheets of 
unknown size. The stamps featured printed text superimposed over the “STATE 
OF MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES” insignia. Separate 
stamps were printed for residents and non-residents.

There were minor variations in the bear stamps throughout the decade: the 
1981 stamps were printed on what appears to be a matte Fasson™ CRACK’N 
PEEL Plus paper; the 1982 stamps were printed on an Avery backing paper. In 
1985, Michigan again contracted with Fasson. Also, the text was shifted upward 

Figure 23 (top). The obverse of 
a 1989 Michigan passbook. The 
passbook served as a license stamp 
holder.
Figure 24 (above). Reverse of the 
Figure 23 1989 Michigan passbook 
with four different resident stamps 
affixed, including one to hunt bear 
at the upper-right of the group.
Figure 25 (above right). In 1981 the Michigan resident sportsman license stamp also conveyed the right to 
harvest one bear.
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to make room for a month and day issued line on the stamps; in 1986 no fee was 
printed on the stamps and, in 1987, the resident and non-resident bear hunting 
fees were raised by about 50 percent (Figures 18-22).

Michigan issued a wide variety of semi-pictorial hunting and fishing license 
stamps in a similar format throughout the 1980s. The peel-and-stick stamps 
were intended to be affixed to the front or back of a license stamp holder or 
passbook (Figures 23 and 24). These interesting stamps are avidly sought by 
advanced collectors.

In 1981 only, a resident sportsman license stamp also conveyed the right to 
hunt bear (one bear per person, Figure 25). Starting in 1982, the bear hunting 
right was removed from the sportsman license stamp although the stamps 
themselves continued to be issued through 1989.

The semi-pictorial bear hunting stamps were discontinued after 1989 and 
bear hunting was placed under a zone and quota system that is still in use. 
Briefly, the zone and quota system was established to regulate the bear harvest 
and limit the number of hunters in specific areas.

The three or four previous bear regions were divided into 11 smaller zones 
called Bear Management Units (BMUs). The BMUs were designed to distribute 
hunters and the bear harvest more evenly throughout the bear habitats in the 
state – and prevent hunters from targeting bears in certain areas (Figure 26).

Figure 26. Map of Michigan Bear Management Units.
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Because of increasing demand for hunting opportunities, in 1990 a quota 
system was established to limit the number of bear hunters and influence the 
distribution of hunters in the different BMUs. According to a DNR press release:

“Under the quota system, the number of hunters participating in each unit and hunt 
period is limited by the number of licenses issued to achieve a desired bear harvest but 
still maintain a high level of recreational opportunity.” 

Pictorial Bear Stamp Remainders Given Away
In the early 1980s, after the Department of Natural Resources made the decision 

to change over to self-adhesive stamps, another more infamous decision was made. 
For decades, going back to the state’s first fish and game (trout) stamp issued in 
1948, the department had kept all of its unused stamp remainders in boxes stored 
in the Lansing headquarters offices. It was decided to finally dispose of them.

The way the office went about this is hard to believe today and makes for a good 
story. For two weeks, all of the boxes of stamps were put on a counter inside one of 
the offices, and DNR employees were told they could take whatever they wanted. 
When the two-week period was over, the boxes were put outside the office – in the 
lobby. Anyone walking through could help themselves to whatever they wished.

What and how many stamps were in those boxes? Most of the stamps 
Michigan had issued prior to 1981 were in varying quantities, from as few as 20 
to well over 1,000 of each. None of the Cisco Netting stamps were in the boxes, 
aside from the first one. I have been tracking them for more than 35 years now, 
and I estimate that there were 125-150 remainders of the black Cisco stamp that 
were given away free. I have bought and sold close to 100 of these over the years.

All of the bear stamps were present in much greater quantities than the 1963 
Cisco stamp. In the 1980s I was offered many sets of complete panes and much 
larger quantities of panes of some of them. You see, that is the strangest thing 
about this story. When the boxes started out inside the office, employees took 
random handfuls of stuff (stamps) for mementos or for their kids or for whatever 
reason. When the boxes were placed outside the office, an untold number of non-
employees did the same thing.

Some of the stamps made their way into the collector market; some got thrown 
away and some may still be sitting in boxes or drawers somewhere. That is why 
some of the early Michigan fish and game stamps are scarce to rare, while others are 
still around in huge quantities. It all goes back to who took what and how many from 
the boxes and, most importantly, what they did with them afterwords – if anything.
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A Supreme Connection
by Tom Schier

Buried deep in one of the Yvert No. 12s or Gibbons philatelic albums that 
occupy a full wall of my study are three large covers from pre-revolutionary 
Iran. The most photogenic of the three is shown first. It was sent via airmail 
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back in the summer of 1973, 
with a postally used block 
of 40 on the reverse and 
14 additional stamps on 
the front. And all of this is 
nice, but it’s not actually the 
main point of interest here.

Now, before discussing 
why these covers are of 
interest, I should point out 
that Germany is my main 
area of philatelic focus, and 
that I use my collection as a 
jumping-off point to study 
a growing number of social 
and historical topics so, basically, to uncover connections and insights that come 
with a bit of research and analysis. Also, I am not a specialist in Iran philately in 
any way, shape or form, but I think I know a good story when I see one.

So what’s so special here? Well, with a bit of research I found that these 
covers connect a number of aspects of the tumultuous events that dominated the 
international arena in the late 1970s.
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The first thing to point out on these covers is that the sender and receiver 
are the same. They are Dames & Moore Middle East, based in Tehran, Iran, and 
Dames & Moore in Los Angeles, Calif., respectively; they are obviously related 
parties. So the first thing I wanted to find out was: Who is this company and 
what was it up to in Iran in the 1970s. In my first internet query, I found that 
Dames & Moore was a U.S. civil engineering firm that operated in a number 
of countries, providing geological consulting services to corporations and 
governments. And I learned that in the 1970s, Dames & Moore was active in 
Iran, conducting site studies for a proposed nuclear power plant. So these 
covers were likely artifacts of routine interoffice business, the Tehran subsidiary 
communicating with U.S. head office. 

Now, there’s a reason that I could find all this information so easily, and that 
was because the court case Dames & Moore v Regan figured prominently across 
my search results. But this gets a bit ahead of the story.

What I found is that Dames & Moore’s work in 1970s Iran came to a 
rather abrupt halt with the onset of the Iranian revolution. After the Shah was 
overthrown in 1979, Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization summarily canceled 
the contract with Dames & Moore, and the company sued for services already 
rendered in an attempt to recoup the $3 million it felt was due. And, as it 
transpired, Dames & Moore won the case in U.S. district court in a summary 
judgment.

But just as things were looking up, international events took over …
Let me provide a bit more backstory for context. With the overthrow of the 

Shah, you may recall that Iranian revolutionaries took several dozen hostages at 
the American Embassy in Tehran. The United States responded to this aggression 
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by freezing Iranian assets in the United States, among other things. And, while 
this was all happening, Ronald Reagan won the U.S. presidential election and 
Jimmy Carter began preparing for the peaceful transfer of power. Meanwhile, 
in the background, U.S. and Iranian negotiators were busily hammering out an 
agreement to release the American hostages, and the resulting Algerian Accord 
brought this effort to a successful conclusion.

Now, unfortunately for Dames & Moore, one of the terms of the Algerian 
Accord stipulated the nullification of U.S. interests in Iranian assets and the 
suspension of all settlement claims, including the summary judgment that the 
company had just been granted. 

Dames & Moore understandably didn’t like this, and so brought the case to 
the U.S. Court of Appeals, seeking relief from the enforcement of the President’s 
executive orders that effectively nullified the company’s claims against Iran. 

Unfortunately again for Dames & Moore, the U.S. Court of Appeals dismissed 
this case, so the company brought the case to the U.S. Supreme Court, and this is 
how the case that we know as Dames & Moore v Regan came into being.

Why Regan you may ask? Well, in this Supreme Court case, Dames & 
Moore sued Donald Regan, who at this point was the Treasury Secretary in 
President Reagan’s new administration, to effectively get the Executive Order 
issued by the former president thrown out! Unfortunately, yet again for Dames 
& Moore, the company didn’t win the case and was left with the option of 
pursuing the case at an international tribunal in the Netherlands, despite the 
fact that it had already won the case at the U.S. District Court level before 
international events overtook the situation.

And, if you think this is interesting, then there are lots of additional twists 
and turns to explore here: the Trade with the Enemy Act, the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, building nuclear power plants in Iran, the 
details of the hostage situation and more, but these are well beyond the pale of 
what we’re analyzing here.

But this is precisely what I like about these covers. They are essentially 
forerunners of the tumultuous events and the legal aftermath that came several 
years after they were used. They serve to connect the parties to a fascinating 
point in Iran-U.S. history and are markers of a relationship that existed in pre-
revolutionary times in Iran. For me, these Dames & Moore covers exemplify the 
rich stories that sometimes lurk behind the most benign covers, just waiting to be 
discovered and explored. And that’s what makes collecting so interesting to me.

As a postscript, I’d venture that these covers have little material philatelic 
value. But as a point of embarkation for historical study, their value is 
inestimable and, in the fashion of my Michel catalogs, I would argue a catalog 
value of —,— is appropriate. I would be interested in other opinions.

Further reading:
www.lawschoolcasebriefs.net/2013/12/dames-moore-v-regan-case-brief.html
www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-and-comparative-law-quarterly/article/abs/
foreign-affairs-powers-of-the-us-president-and-the-iranian-hostages-agreement-dames-and-
moore-v-regan/B4B3422F53B57E815122E75DD228EB8C
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Book Reviews
The 19th Century Issues of El Salvador 1867-1900, by Guillermo F. Gallegos and Joseph D. 
Hahn, 894 pages, casebound, 9 by 11½ inches, Royal Philatelic Society London, 2021, ISBN 
978-1-913015-14-5, £70 plus shipping from Publications (rpsl.org.uk).

This splendid handbook, based on decades of research and writing, reveals 
the rich treasury of the 19th-century postage stamps of El Salvador in Central 
America. Preliminary notes outline 
the format for the manual’s entries 
and the abbreviations used. This is 
not a priced catalog.

For each of the stamp issues, 
the history and examples are 
shown using government decrees, 
proofs, essays, color trials, speci-
men stamps and counterfeits and 
forgeries. The first chapter sum-
marizes the postal system before 
the Universal Postal Union in 1874. 
The following chapters deal with 
each issue, showing rare archival 
material, printing and varieties, 
recorded uses with cancellations 
and bogus examples. Postal statio-
nery released during this period 
is incorporated chronologically 
in the listings. There is a detailed 
description of the complex Seebeck 
issues and the Hamilton Bank Note 
Engraving and Printing Co.

The handbook uses its own numbering system and includes a concordance 
with the numbers in the Scott, Michel, Yvert and Gibbons catalogs. One appendix 
discusses telegraph stamps and another lists cancellation types used on each of 
the stamp issues. A glossary of Spanish terms, extensive bibliographic references 
and an index conclude the book.

The layout is beautifully presented with excellent illustrations. This book is 
the definitive resource for studying the stamps of El Salvador in the latter half of 
the 19th century. Only 100 copies were printed.

— Alan Warren
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U.S. Zeppelin and Airship Mail Flights, by Cheryl R. Ganz, 280 pages, hardbound, Smyth 
sewn, 8¾ by 11¼ inches, self-published, USA, 2021, ISBN 978-0-578-90937-0, Available from 
www.stamps.org, $80 plus shipping ($75 plus shipping to American Philatelic Society members).

Author Cheryl Ganz is a recognized authority on zeppelins and other 
airships. In her newest book she focuses only on United States’ airships, 
including zeppelins, and not on 
foreign-owned zeppelins and similar 
aircraft. Those selected carried mail 
on some flights, either officially or 
unofficially. The vessels are discussed 
chronologically.

Using rare archival documents and 
photographs, as well as examples of 
mail, she tells the story of each airship. 
The first is the ZR-1, the navy’s first 
rigid airship, built in Philadelphia 
and based on the design of Germany’s 
zeppelin L-49. The ZR-1 was named 
Shenandoah and flew from September 
1923 to September 1925, when it crashed. 
Photographs and text tell the story of the 
airship, its various flights and examples 
of mail it carried.

The treatment of the Shenandoah sets 
the scheme for the entire book. After the story of its construction and highlights 
of its flights, the flown mail is listed by flight number, with date, route and 
a current market value based on a scale of $ = $1-50 up to $$$$$ = more than 
$4,000. The chapter concludes with a flight log from the maiden flight No. 1 until 
No. 57 when it crashed at Ava, Ohio. The logs show flight number, origin and 
destination, departure and arrival date and time, and a comment on the type of 
flight— trial, training, repair, emergency, transcontinental or others.

Following the Shenandoah are the other Navy vessels. The short-lived ZR-2 
was purchased from Great Britain and underwent four trial flights in that 
country, the last one ending in a crash in the Humber River. Forty-four of the 
49 crew members, both English and American, were lost. No official mail was 
carried, but there were a couple of pieces of private letters dropped to family 
and friends.

The Navy’s ZR-3 was built by the Zeppelin Co. in Germany as LZ-126. The 
Navy named it Los Angeles, and it served from 1924-32. It was the only Navy 
rigid airship that did not crash. It flew 331 flights and was decommissioned in 
1932. It carried both official and unofficial mail. More than 40 covers are shown.

The ZRS-4 was built by the Goodyear-Zeppelin Co. in Akron, Ohio, and 
was, in fact, named Akron. It flew 73 flights between September 1931 and 
April 3, 1933, when it crashed in a storm off Barnegat, N.J. Many covers are 
illustrated, including some event-related airplane mail, and some ship mail 
marking the crash.
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The Akron’s sister airship, Macon (ZRS-5), achieved 54 flights from April 1933 
until it also crashed during a storm in February 1935 near Pont Sur, Calif. Akron 
did not carry any official mail, but there were private pieces including drop 
mail. One of the key events in 1934 was dropping mail and newspapers from the 
airship and its scouting planes to the USS Houston, which was sailing from the 
Panama Canal to Hawaii with President Franklin Roosevelt aboard. One of the 
author’s value-added attractions to the cover descriptions are brief notes about 
the cachet makers.

One chapter is devoted collectively to the Navy’s many pressure airships plus 
semi-rigid and non-rigid vessels. An extensive listing identifies mail flown on 
many of these airships, as well as pieces related to airship bases and squadrons. 

The United States Army also had a lighter-than-air program. Although 
the airships were intended for observation purposes along borders and 
coastlines, they were used largely for training purposes, public relations at 
airshows and mail pickup and delivery. Covers are scarce, since many pieces 
were unofficially flown and, in some cases, not even marked as flown. Some 
examples that can be identified are included.

Private and commercial airships have a chapter of their own. These 
include the America, used by William Wellman in an attempt to reach the 
North Pole, the private air yacht designed by Anton Heinen that was short-
lived due to accidents and the popular Goodyear and other advertising 
blimps, many of which carried 
mail. Some identified mail is 
listed, but details are slim since 
the flight logs are not available. 
However, flights and related 
mail continue to this day.

References are listed at 
the end of the book for each 
chapter, and an index of proper 
names concludes the work. 
The two-column format works 
well and provides nicely laid-
out pages. Many photographs 
bring added interest to readers 
by illustrating pilots and 
other crew member, hangars, 
insignia, factory interiors and 
picture postcards, in addition 
to the airships themselves. The 
history and postal history of this 
field of aerophilately are well 
documented and thus provide 
collectors with an important 
resource in identifying their 
acquisitions.

— Alan Warren
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Award Winning Philatelic Treatment and Presentation: A Guide to Display, Thematic and 
Topical Exhibits for Exhibitors, Collectors and Judges, by Edwin J. Andrews, softbound, sturdy 
binding, heavy-weight paper, seven chapters plus an introduction, appendix and references, 
174 pages, illustrations throughout, including 55 full exhibit page images (104 illustrations, 
total), Exhibitors Press, Silver Spring, Md., 2021, $40, available at www.amazon.com.

The purpose of this book, according to the author, is “to provide the collector, 
exhibitor and judge with the best practices 
for the treatment, mounting and presenta-
tion of philatelic exhibits” – a seemingly 
simple, but sometimes elusive, concept. 
Although it should, perhaps, go without 
saying that these same practices also 
apply to collections and the organization 
and presentation of material on album 
pages, as well as providing philatelic 
judges with a better roadmap for dealing 
with the more non-traditional types of 
exhibits that continue to flourish. 

The bottom line is that this book 
pretty well delivers what it promises. 
Laid out into seven different chapters, 
the book covers a lot of ground and is 
illustrated throughout with real-life 
examples of both exemplary and poor 
approaches to exhibit problem solving.

The first four chapters cover the ba-
sics of philatelic exhibit treatment, the specifics of display exhibit treatment, the 
specifics of thematic exhibit treatment and the specifics of topical exhibit treat-
ment, each with a coda, including “tips and traps” – an important discussion that 
is all too rare outside of a few exhibitor-focused clubs.

For example, Chapter 2 discusses Display Class exhibiting, beginning with 
a brief history of its development and changes in evaluation over time. This is 
followed by a discussion of the treatment of a display exhibit, beginning with the 
title page right on through the ending. This is followed by a brief discussion on 
show preparation, testing and more (including the need for, and composition of, 
a stamp show toolbox, for on-the-fly repairs and ease in mounting).

The payoff for each chapter, in my opinion, is the “tips and traps” section. In 
this case it contains some common-sense tips, such as avoid overcrowding pages 
(let them breathe), checking the balance of philatelic vs. non-philatelic items and 
viewing pages in frame order to check overall visual balance. Traps include as-
suming a viewer’s frame of reference, excessive and unnecessary text and forget-
ting to describe non-philatelic material as thoroughly as philatelic items.

The chapter finishes with a discussion of display treatment for collections, 
again, noting that best practices for exhibiting easily translate into skills that can 
enhance a personal collection that will never be exhibited.

“A collection is for the pleasure of the collector,” Andrews wrote. “... a logical orga-
nization, clear flow and development, interesting additions of non-philatelic material and 

CCP22.JanFeb.indd   46CCP22.JanFeb.indd   46 1/3/2022   8:25:43 PM1/3/2022   8:25:43 PM



47Volume 101, Number 1Collectors Club Philatelist

good descriptions of all elements shown, make the collection easy to peruse and appealing 
in appearance.” He ends with the note that this type of treatment may very well 
enhance a collection’s market value and salability (although that’s not the pri-
mary reason for this approach). 

The final three chapters focus on advanced mounting and presentation tech-
niques, how judges interpret “treatment” guidelines and an eplilogue, complete 
with resources for exhibitors, collectors and judges.

The book finishes with three helpful appendices covering a listing of philatelic 
items for thematic treated exhibits; a listing of “Topical Countries” best avoided 
(those countries with either illegal issues or those released specifically for the col-
lector); and philatelic errors, freaks and oddities. While one could take issue with 
some of the listings of countries to be avoided (such as those “valid” countries 
where canceled-to-order stamps are virtually impossible to avoid and are the 
basis for the Scott listings), it is a helpful guide for those not necessarily familiar 
with some of more egregious offenders. Similarly, a listing of some of the types 
of EFO items available to collectors and exhibitors is also helpful.

As mentioned, this book is, indeed, very helpful on several levels and pretty 
well delivers on its promises.

However, that having been said, I do find it ironic that a book dedicated 
specifically to “treatment and presentation” falls short on its own treatment and 
presentation. Without dwelling on them, the book is riddled with typos, layout 
issues, inconsistent spacing, variable type size, inconsistent editorial style and 
inconsistent handling of hierachy of information. At times it becomes a visual 
cacophany that can be hard to follow. This is not helped by the very real fact that 
many of the images of exhibit pages (despite being full-page illustrations in the 
book), are virtually illegible. Several appear at least three times. Rather than con-
suming additional pages that do not provide additional information, those pages 
that are being used to compare different styles of exhibiting could have formed 
their own section near the center of the book and referred to frequently. In this 
way, nearly 20 pages (not including blank ones) could have been saved.

Fortunately, as mentioned, the information presented is sound and impor-
tant for exhibitors, collectors and judges. Despite some of these notable is-
sues, I still highly recommend this work as an important addition to most any 
philatelic library.

— Wayne L. Youngblood

Don’t forget!
Our library is a great member resource! 

Online CCNY Library information
is available

www.collectorsclub.org/the-collectors-club-library/
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El Correo Colonial Español y Mexicano en los Estados Unidos (Spanish and Mexican Colo-
nial Mail in the United States, Volume VII), in Spanish and English, Dr. Yamil H. Kouri Jr. and 
Leo J. Harris, 324 pages, dozens of quality color illustrations, 6½ by 9½ inches, perfect bound, 
Royal Hispanic Academy of Philately and Postal History, $72 (+$4 partial postage), available 
exclusively in the United States from Leonard H Hartmann, PO Box 36006, Louisville KY 40233, 
leonard@pbbooks.net, www.pbbooks.com

In an ongoing series of scholarly publications dealing with Spanish and 
Mexican colonial mail in the United States, 
comes The Spanish and Mexican Colonial 
Mail in the United States, by Yamil Kouri 
and Leo John Harris, who present us – in 
a dense 324 pages – the result of the pains-
taking work they have done over several 
years, in relation to a little-known subject 
in American postal history. 

This joint work ran into difficulties when 
Harris died Jan. 25, 2017, but Kouri has 
done an amazing job finishing this study.

“This work is a patient gestation from 
an idea undertaken more than five years 
ago, when the always-remembered Leo John 
Harris suggested to Dr. Yamil Kouri Jr. to 
carry out a joint work on North American 
Postal History, where all the territories that 
are currently part of this country, and that 
in the past were under the mandate of the 
Spanish Crown,” according to the opening 
paragraph of the book’s prologue. This 
is “not an easy project, due to the complex-
ity and the relative scant information available on the limited correspondence of these 
territories at the time studied. A period that spans from the mid-18th century to the 
early 19th century.” 

From there, the book wades into 
the deep end, helping to make this 
under-represented time period in 
prestamp postal history comprehen-
sible to those of us who have not spent 
our lives in deep study of this area. 

Starting with an explanation of the 
Spanish postal system, the book then 
goes on to cover East Florida, West 
Florida, Louisiana, the “Internal Prov-
inces,” Texas, New Mexico and Upper 
California, each generously illus-
trated with maps and folded letters. 
The Northern Provinces, if you are 
not familiar with the term, included 
a huge territory encompassing what 
eventually became all of Texas, New 
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Mexico, Arizona, Nevada and California, as well as the current states of north-
ern Mexico and Baja Califonia, as shown in the nearby map. Kouri and Harris 
then discuss the postal service in the region (the earliest, of course, being private 
courier), routes, mail carriers, postal activity, rates and postmarks.

Continuing into what are now our western states, the authors handle each 
similarly to the Southeast and Internal Provinces.

Of particular interest to me is the section on Nuevo Mexico (New Mexico, 
map shown below), which allows me to briefly describe the handling of other 
areas, based on one familiar to me. The map essentially shows the Rio Grande 
River running through the central mountains and curving east along what is 
now the Texas/Mexico border. A brief history of the area (including those parts of 
Arizona and Texas covered) gives flavor for what is to come.

In 1779, colonial mail service was established with a route to Santa Fe that 
became regularized just two years later, in 1781. By “regularized,” this meant up 
to four trips or so per year, barring attacks on mail carriers by marauding Indi-
ans. This service, according to the authors, was apparently separate from that 
provided to the earlier Eastern Internal Provinces (Chapter 6).

From there, similar coverage is given as was described for the Internal Prov-
inces, as well as tables, maps and an impressive number of covers.

Surprisingly, there are no examples of colonial mail known between Nuevo 
Mexico and the colonial United States.

The book ends with a brief epilogue, noting the diversity and complexity 
of the mails during this particular time and place (“place” referring to a huge 
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swath of the present-day United States). The authors go on to note that, as of 
2020 when the manuscript for the book was completed, the Hispanic population 
of the United States surpassed 60 million, or about 20% of the population, and is 
growing still.

Suffice it to say that if you have any interest in the postal history of what was 
once Mexican territory in the present-day United States, this book would be a 
valuable addition to your bookshelf. Besides, it’s an interesting read.

— Wayne L. Youngblood

Catalogue of Puerto Rico Revenues, Gregg Greenwald, 196 pages, profusely illustrated, 8½ by 
11 inches, perfect bound, privately published, $60, available from Eric Jackson, www.ericjack-
son.com, or from Amazon (www.amazon.com, search for Gregg Greenwald).

While it may not be the most widely collected topic in philately, revenue 
stamps are eagerly sought by many collectors. Perhaps among the more esoteric 
of revenues are those of Puerto Rico. 

But while the collector base may 
not be as wide as for some revenues, 
there is a dedicated group of collectors 
who will benefit greatly from this new 
catalog by Gregg Greenwald. It is titled 
Catalog of Puerto Rico Revenues, U.S. 
Administration, Sept. 1898 – Present.

The 196-page catalog is illustrated 
in full color throughout. According to 
the author, “The catalog updates, corrects 
and extensively expands the listings found 
in previous catalog listings, the most 
recent being from 1978.

“While one might think there can’t be 
that many revenues issued by Puerto Rico, 
the catalog includes priced listings for over 
1,350 stamps, accompanied by over 1,250 
scans,” Greenwald added.

There are many obvious improve-
ments and updates in this new cata-
log, such as organization and categorization of stamps into specific sections, 
specific characteristics that allow collectors to differentiate similar-looking 
stamps, and catalog values based on market activity. And, not least is the fact that 
illustrations are in color, a major enhancement in itself.

There were two basic goals in producing the catalog, according to Green-
wald, and it’s clear those goals were attained. It will assist collectors with an 
unorganized accumulation of stamps “to create a collection with proper identifica-
tion of stamps …” he wrote in the introduction. A second goal is to allow collec-
tors with an interest in the revenue stamps of Puerto Rico to see “what is out 
there” for them to pursue.

Perhaps one of the more difficult tasks the author faced was assigning values 
to the revenue stamps. The fact that Puerto Rico revenues do not frequently 

CCP22.JanFeb.indd   51CCP22.JanFeb.indd   51 1/3/2022   8:25:45 PM1/3/2022   8:25:45 PM



52 www.collectorsclub.org                   January-February 2022

appear on the market likely made the job more difficult. “It is possible that some of 
the stamps listed with high catalog valuations may exist in small quantities in a collector’s 
or dealer’s stockbook,” Greenwald noted. 

A breakdown of coverage in the catalog includes documentary revenues, 
tobacco, alcohol, tobacco products for export to the United States, alcohol prod-
ucts for export to the United States, association/trade, municipal stamps, miscel-
laneous, essays and trial color, die and plate proofs. There are four appendices 
and a bibliography. 

There is no question this catalog will be a major asset to revenue collectors in 
general, and collectors of Puerto Rico revenues in particular.

— Everett L. Parker

Lipman Postal Card: Forerunner From Philadelphia, Robert L. Toal, 116 pages, profusely il-
lustrated, 8½ by 11 inches, perfect bound, United Postal Stationery Society, Chester, Va., $34 
for members, $42 for non-members (Virginia residents add 5% sales tax), available from UPSS 
Publications Office, PO Box 3982, Chester VA 23831-0982, www.upss.org or upsspubs@aol.com

Virtually anyone with more than a passing interest in postal cards has at least 
heard of the “Lipman 
Card”; very few have 
actually seen one. 
The Lipman postal 
card is considered 
the grandaddy of all 
postal cards, having 
been released in 1872. 
It bears the distinction 
of serving not only as 
an essay for the first 
governmental postal 
cards (released in 
1873), but also as the 
forerunner of modern 
private mailing cards. As author Bob Toal put it, Lipman’s Postal Card of 1872 “is 
the first private postcard successfully marketed to businesses for mailing advertisements. 
It also represents the first fully illustrated private postcard in America.” It is historically 
significant and very few, apparently, survive.

In a nutshell, after the postmaster general announced his intention to intro-
duce postal cards, a flurry of entrepreneurs began developing products to fill the 
void. Hymen L. Lipman introduced Lipman’s Postal Card in March 1872. The 
card was a simple design with a few printed lines for an address and a stamp 
box, all based on John P. Charlton’s “Safeguard Envelopes,” first marketed in 
1861. The Lipman card was sold until the first governmental postal card was 
released May 12, 1873, and then faded out of view for many years. 

Among other things, what is particularly significant about Lipman’s Postal 
Card is the fact that the words “Postal Card” are actually printed on the card – 
terminology typically specifically reserved only for prepaid U.S. governmental 
postal cards. But I’ll let Toal continue:
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“New research published late 2019 
totally updates our current understand-
ing of this card and its origins. The 
Lipman card made its debut when the 
U.S. Post Office Department was solicit-
ing essay design ideas and card samples 
for its first postal card. [Hyman] Lipman 
submitted his card as essay specimens 
but also advertised and sold his cards for 
commercial use. He advertised his first 
version in the Philadelphia Inquirer 
newspaper on March 19, 1872. It was a 
rather plain card and probably did not 
sell well ... In the upper left-hand corner 
it has in fine print: ‘COPY-RIGHT 
SECURED 1861’ and ‘Lipman’s Postal 
Card – Patent Applied For.’”

Toal, in his book, takes a scholarly 
approach, starting with an overview 
and analysis of the card, as well as 
Clarence Brazer’s original published 
history of it.

This is followed closely after by an entire section of original research by Toal, 
updating and correcting the record on these scarce cards.

The additional sections cover various aspects of Lipman’s Postal Card, deal-
ing with the cards themselves (section 2), a census of surviving cards (section 
3, all types, including essays), a history (section 4) and biographical and denea-
logical information on the principal characters in this drama (Hymen Lewis 
Lipman and others).

Finally, the book is rounded out with three helpful appendices, covering 
sources of misinformation about the cards over the years, how these scarce items 
made their way into modern collections and personal notes about how the author 
became interested in Lipman’s Postal Card. 

As a measure of the scarcity of these cards, there are only 12 postally used 
examples known, and these were held and infrequently traded in transactions for 
decades. When the Charles Fricke and Clarence Brazer-Morton Dean Joyce mate-
rial became available in 1985 and 1991, respectively, a few more individuals were 
at last able to own and study these cards. A few more leaked out over the years, 
finally being capped off by the Bradley Horton collection in 2018. My guess is 
that we will rarely see these items come up for sale for quite a few years.

This new, updated, corrected and enhanced version of the oft-told saga of 
Lipman’s Postal Card now serves not only as the go-to reference source for these 
items, but is an enjoyable read as well.

— Wayne L. Youngblood
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Peter Winter’s Swan Song, Memories of an Artist and Forger, Wolfgang Maasen, 192 pages, 
dozens of high-quality color illustrations throughout, 8 by 10½ inches, buckram cloth bound 
(hard cover), plus CD (compact disc) containing Hartmann-mounted 70-page collection of 
Winter forgeries (300 dpi images), Leonard H. Hartmann, Philatelic Bibliopole, $65 (+$4 partial 
U.S. postage), Leonard H. Hartmann, PO Box 36006, Louisville KY 40233, leonard@pbbooks.net, 
www.pbbooks.com

[Editor’s note: This book, published in 2021, exists in both English and German 
editions. Although the author and content are the same, only the English version is 
discussed here.]

As a young 
reporter with Linn’s 
Stamp News in the 
late 1980s, I was 
amazed to receive a 
catalog in the mail 
one day from the 
House of Stamps 
in Switzerland (the 
cover of which is 
shown below). The 
32-page (plus cover) 
catalog was a high-
quality full-color 
production – not a 
cheap thing to produce at the time – loaded with close to 250 of what appeared 
to be extremely credible forgeries of many of the stamp and cover rarities of the 
world, beginning with the early issues of Mauritius and Hawaii and continu-
ing from there. From my perspective, although a far cry from the rarities they 
emulated, these forgeries were not cheap – nor should they have been; they were 
extremely high-quality “artisan reproductions.” Over the next several years, 
Winter expanded his offerings (as ProPhil Forum), eventually offering his version 
of an Inverted Jenny as well (which became his most popular forgery). As we 
eventually learned, although Winter was a competent and prolific forger, his 
actual profession was as an opera singer!

In Peter Winter’s “Swan Song,” author Wolfgang 
Maassen offers a look at the life of Winter, as well 
as a loosely chronological study of his prolific 
philatelic output and several specific stories, such 
as his dispute with the British Library and the 
so-called “Penny Magenta Coup.” Maassen also 
takes a look at a much lesser-known chapter of 
Winter’s philatelic life – his creation of fantasy 
stamps, cinderalla items and other odd bits.

Although Winter always considered himself 
more of an artist than a forger, his creations 
featured markings that were usually easily 
removed. He had to have known that many of his 
items were being used to separate collectors from 
their money in the secondary market.
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Still, he always 
maintained that he 
was an artist.

Once Winter 
(1940-2018) went into 
“production mode” 
with many differ-
ent scarce or rare 
stamps, it didn’t take 
long for him to begin 
getting into hot water 
over his creations and 
he rapidly became known as a forger throughout much of the hobby, with many 
of the attitudes toward him that went with that label. But then, some of this was 
deserved. In one of Winter’s biggest missteps, he improperly used British Library 
photos for a number of his items and was forced to cease illustrating these in a 
later catalog. No complete listing of Winter’s work has ever been created, but this 
volume will likely serve as close to that as will ever be known.

The book is divided roughly into two parts: The first half is a discussion 
of Winter, his life, his works and stories of specific occurrences, such as those 
mentioned earlier. The second half of the book is a profusely illustrated “cata-
logue of his works,” which not only reproduces the aforementioned 1985 catalog, 
but an exhibition collection and other works. Similarly, the accompanying CD 

contains a mounted collection of Winter’s fakes, all 
scanned at 300 dpi to allow detailed study. In one case 
there is even a comparison of a genuine, a Sperati forg-
ery and a Winter fake.

Author Wolfgang Maasen first met Winter during 
the 1990s, and continued to have contact with him 
until shortly before Winter’s death in 2018, having 
also conducted a detailed interview with him in 2005, 
so there is much in the book about Winter that was not 

previously known by most. Many of the images in this book were provided to 
Maasen by Winter himself.

Without spoiling the story, what many of us did not know at the time was 
that Winter painstakingly drew each and every stamp he forged, then worked 
with printers for matching printing type, color and other details to make them 
more believable. For covers, he fabricated each one separately. Most of his forger-
ies were faithfully reproduced and painstakingly accurate. Others, such as most 
of his U.S. reproductions, appear clumsy and haphazard. My own guess at the 
time was that he wanted to avoid trouble with U.S. authorities for what could be 
construed as counterfeiting.

Peter Winter’s “Swan Song” definitely belongs on the bookshelf of virtually any 
collector or dealer with more than a passing interest in fakes, forgeries and coun-
terfeits. It’s not only the visual reference source for what is believed to be most of 
his output, but is also backed up with factual information on Winter’s techniques 
and production, as well as some strong story telling.

— Wayne L. Youngblood

An example of one of Winter’s cover forgeries, one for Western Australia.
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The Foreign Mail Issue of Mexico; 1879-1883, Richard T. Daffner, D.D.S., published by the 
author; 2021, edition limited to 200 copies, ISBN: 978-0-578-91732-0, 8 ½ by 11 inches; hard-
bound; Cloth cover; Smyth sewn binding, 275 pages plus three-page table of contents and one-
page dedication; no index. Contact the author for availability, pricing and shipping specifics: 
Richard Daffner, No. 8080 Martha Ave Ste B, Fremont CA 94536.

This current work, more than 20 years in gestation, supersedes the self-
published 2002 softcover spiral-
bound Foreign Mail Issue of 
Mexico; 1879-1883, by Raymond 
R. Billings, Dean E. Carter, PhD 
and Richard Daffner, D.D.S.

That work was a direct 
product of Raymond Billing’s 
unpublished early/mid 1960s- 
era manuscript with additional 
background and stamp census 
information unearthed by the 
two additional authors. With 
Carter’s passing more than 
a decade ago, Daffner has 
emerged as the leading student 
and collector of Mexico’s 1879-
83 Foreign Mail Issue. 

In essence, this current 
volume can be justly considered 
as the third, and greatly 
expanded, edition of the 
seminal work on this stamp 
issue.

Some background on Mexico’s Foreign Mail stamp issue with events 
surrounding its production and use will help put the issue into perspective. 
Mexico signed the Universal Postal Union treaty June 1, 1878, to be effective April 
1, 1879. Prior to that, Mexican stamps were only valid internally. 

Fees for foreign-addressed items could be unpaid [collect], covered by 
forwarders, carried by treaty vessels or via British postal agents. A “Porte de 
Mar”accountancy label system was also introduced in 1875 to ease the accounting/
payment for the various vessels transporting Mexican mails to foreign ports.

These cumbersome arrangements were viable so long as mail volume 
remained low. With increasing international commercial activity from the 1867 
post-French Intervention through the mid 1870s, the need for lower cost and 
standardized arrangements became more obvious. This culminated with the 
formation of the General (later Universal) Postal Union and a standardized rate/
stamp color criteria.

Mexico had a major challenge in that its internal postage rates were extremely 
high in relation to the proposed UPU rates. For example, a single domestic letter 
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50th

We have sold more Grand Prix collections 
than any other auction house
Valuations are free and non-binding

British Guiana. The unique “error of colour” or “2 cents instead of 12” cover; ex Ferrary and Burrus.
Sold at auction in October 2021 for £439’200 (ca. $600’000), including buyer’s premium.

David Feldman 
International Auctioneers

Tel +41 22 727 07 77 

info@davidfeldman.com 
davidfeldman.com

Contact our specialists today  
to make an appointment 
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between Veracruz and Mexico City would be rated at 25c (Mexican), yet the same 
letter from Mexico City to Europe via Veracruz would only be rated 5c. There 
was no separate internal postcard rate at the time.

To accommodate the high internal volume with lower UPU fees, Mexico 
resorted to a dual stamp issue system with separate accounting. Until the Great 
Postal Reform (with reduced, uniform rates) took effect on Jan. 1, 1884, there were 
two separate stamp issues. One (the then-current “1874” issue) was only valid for 
domestic mail, while the other (“Foreign Mail” issue) was valid only for foreign 
destinations. Official post office accounting and reporting was separate for each 
of these stamp issues. In addition, postal cards were introduced for foreign use in 
1879, but not for domestic use prior to 1884.

Until the Postal Reform of 1884, all Mexican stamps were required to have a 
unique District/year number overprint applied by the main head Mexico City 
Office to be valid. There was also supposed to be a locally applied District 
name to ensure validity, yet this practice was not uniformly enforced at this 
point in time.

With this background, we can approach Daffner’s work. The book itself 
physically mirrors a similar volume (1/e Leo Corbett, 2/e David C. Pietsch) 
covering Mexico’s 1864-1866 “Eagle” issue in size, appearance and layout. With 
use, the Smyth-sewn binding relaxes enough to allow the book to lie open at one 
of the many reference tables. 

The work opens with an excellent overview of the background, times 
and parallel mail handling systems of the period. It places the uses, stamp 
production and administrative framework into context. In-depth study of 
specialized usages, rates, transport routes/companies and quantities of the 
various sub-type stamps, along with detailed stamp study information, make 
this volume a worthwhile purchase.

Daffner has taken vast amounts of information from widespread sources and 
placed it into a unified context. His summary of Porte de Mar use, Atlantic and 
Pacific steamship lines by nationality and associated railway routes/schedules, 
and Wells Fargo express practices make this volume a postal historian’s bible. 

The second section comprises of a study by stamp-issuing district of all 54 
districts. All information from previous editions has been cross-referenced to 
include current holdings and also to remove prior listings that may not have 
been verified or possible, as based on more recent information. The drawbacks 
of the inclusive second section are probably due to the many years of advanced 
research Daffner has put into this work. 

One of the most useful additions to this edition is the list of subordinate 
offices reporting to the regional Head Office. This helps place possible uses and 
postal markings into context, as well as establish the relative scarcity of each. The 
included studies of bogus vs. remainder vs. genuine cancels will prove useful to 
both tyro and specialist.

While extremely inclusive, some charts are inconsistent with what information 
is contained, and/or how it is formatted. Use of multiple colors, fonts and upper/
lower case can convey tremendous volumes of information. They can also 
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appear overly complex so as to make it difficult to appreciate what the author is 
presenting to us. More is not always better. One suggestion would be to break 
out some specific studies into separate charts to help reduce the intensity of the 
master charts.

Overall, this work is the key reference for Mexico’s 1879-83 Foreign Mail 
Issue. It belongs in the working library of any who are interested in the 
formative period of UPU as an example of how a postal system evolved. While 
additional information is almost certain to come to light as a direct result of this  
publication, this volume should stand the test of time as the “go to” resource 
on this subject. I can only hope that an amended edition [or an addendum] be 
available in a few year’s time with some updated information, and a refreshing of 
the data tables to help make them more consistent and accessible.

— Mark E. Banchik

Stanley Piller, 1942-2021
Although no longer an active member of the Collectors Club, longtime 

and well-known stamp dealer Stanley M. Piller died unexpectedly in his sleep 
at home, Nov. 23, 2021, shortly after returning from 
a successful Chicagopex stamp show near Chicago. 
He was 79. Chicagopex was held Nov. 19-21. He was 
currently serving as president of the American Stamp 
Dealers Association.

Piller was born Oct. 21, 1942, in Brooklyn, N.Y., and 
grew up in Oceanside. According to Stanley, he began 
collecting stamps as a young boy of 10, helping his 
cousin, Abe Gittler, who had a store on Nassau Street. 
He began dealing at age 13, but didn’t become a full-time 
dealer until the mid-1970s.

Before buying his store in Oakland, Calif., in 1976, Piller worked for a time 
for the Robert A. Siegel and Richard Wolffers auction firms. He also began 
establishing himself as a regular presence on the stamp show circuit.

In 1992, Stanley authored The New York Postmaster’s Provisional, a specialized 
study of the rare stamp, including proofs, plating, paper, covers and forgeries. 
It is considered the definitive work on the stamp. He also formed what is 
considered the finest collection of the 3¢ 1851-57 stamp, which achieved a large 
gold medal at PhilaNippon 1991.

Piller’s expertise – particularly in classics – was well known. He regularly 
expertized for the Philatelic Foundation (PF), the American Philatelic Society and 
Professional Stamp Experts (PSE).

Piller was truly an original in our hobby. He was loud, opinionated, crusty, 
stubborn and, sometimes, downright offensive. But he was also exceedingly kind 
and very sweet once you broke through that rough exterior. He will be missed.

— Wayne L. Youngblood
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Louis Pataki, 1941-2021
The call came and it was a shock. Lou Pataki had passed on Monday, Nov. 

29. Lou served this club for many years as a devoted governor on our board. 
Lou was immediately 

recognizable for his ready smile and 
positive attitude. There was always 
a bounce in his voice and it was 
combined with depth to his wisdom 
and sage counsel. You could count 
on his calm demeanor and measured 
approach. Lou was a very active 
member of our Board of Governors 
and had run the club’s single-frame 
competition for the last several years.

Philatelically, Lou was a very 
active exhibitor. His principal 
specialities were the German Asian 
colonies and New Haven, Conn. His 
exhibits, Early History of the East Asia 
Cruiser Squadron 1895-2900 and Along 
the Shantung Railway, German Postal 
Administration 1900-19, had each 
won several single-frame grands. 
His most recent exhibit was a bit of a 
change of pace for him, Yale’s “Old Campus” 1750-1928. It won a gold on its first 
outing at the Balpex 2021 show. That must have really delighted him, since he 
had a huge degree of pride in his alma mater, Yale. 

In that part of his life outside of philately, Lou’s background and life 
experiences were nothing less than extraordinary. He taught astronomy at New 
York University for the past 21 years. Lou received his undergraduate and PhD 
from Yale University and his JD from Indiana University. He had previously 
taught astronomy at Indiana University and practiced law in New York. In 
other words, there was a mid-life career change. He went from the practice of 
law to teaching astronomy to undergraduates and graduate students. Louis, an 
Eagle Scout, was a scoutmaster in Rowayton, Conn., and a volunteer with the 
Rowayton Fire Department. 

In addition to his wife, Jane, Louis is survived by his son Jonathan, his 
daughter Daisy, grandchildren, a brother, nieces, nephews and many grand-
nieces and grand-nephews.

All this sums up a life of contribution to his family, his community, his 
students and to the world of philately. We will miss you, Lou, with your bright 
smile and kind word. There is now an empty space in all of the places you once 
stood. They say time ameliorates loss; but that grin, warm face, positive bearing 
and jocular nature are your legacy and shall remain.

— Larry Haber
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Nov. 30, 2021
Non-Resident
Dunkin, Terry    Sugar Land, Texas
Kupiec-Weglinski, Dr. Jerzy  Beverly Hills, Calif.

Congratulations to our new members. A membership certificate will be forwarded to 
the address on file for each. Please keep us updated as to current address and email so 
that we can continue to serve you. Electronic outreach is increasingly important as we 
continue to expand our offerings. Our website (www.collectorsclub.org) receives ongoing 
enhancements based on member feedback. Please contact us at info@collectorsclub.org 
with feedback, comments or questions.

It is with sadness that we note the recent passing of:
Pataki, Dr. Louis P. Resident member and member of the Board of Governors
Al-Manaseer, Nada Wife of Dr. Akthem Al-Manaseer
Piller, Stanley M. Former member

New Applications received:
New applications are posted for 30 days after receipt prior to Board of Governors ac-

tion. The following applicants have applied for Collectors Club membership from 
Nov. 30 - Dec. 19, 2021:

Sept. 29, 2021
Non-Resident
Doan, Kirk Hugh   Lee’s Summit, Mo.
Lupia, John Nicholas   Toms River, N.J.
Neilson, Dr. Norma   Eugene, Ore.

Overseas
Bister, Michael Leslie   Sandy, Bedfordshire, United Kingdom  

In these uncertain times we are not always aware of events or address changes in a 
timely manner. Please help by keeping us informed at: info@collectorsclub.org. We recog-
nize the many members who have taken advantage of our online facility for applications 
and dues/donations payments. 

We look forward to your participating in our “Zoom, Covid edition” Annual Meeting 
on Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2022. Information will be available on our website

Respectfully submitted,
Mark E. Banchik, Membership Co-Chair
Lawrence Hunt, Membership Co-Chair

The Collectors Club
Membership Update: Oct. 26, 2021, through Dec. 19, 2021. 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members.
Approved by the Board of Governors:
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Minuteman Press is a printing company that is 
dedicated to the philatelic community and the growth 
of the hobby of philately.  To honor this commitment 
Minuteman Press will donate $100 to the American 
Philatelic Society for every book quote for a job 
exceeding a quantity of 250 books.  So, if you are in 
need of a book printer who cares about philately and 
your philatelic printing contact Minuteman Press.

Steven J. Heaney
CEO & Philatelist
steve@mmptoledo.comMEMBER

Soft Cover Books | Hard Cover Books | Auction Catalogs | Publications 
 Magazines | Newsletter Printing & Mailing

5847 Secor Road | Toledo, OH 43623 | 419.472.0505 | mmptoledo.com

Philatelic Book Printing

Index to Advertisers

The Collectors Club Philatelist is an international spe-
cialty journal serving the needs of hundreds of collectors 
worldwide. It serves as the journal of record for the CCNY as 
well as publishing stimulating and helpful articles for col-
lectors of many levels and specialties. The Collectors Club 
Philatelist strives to publish accurate philatelic information 
and serves as a forum for communication among members 
of The Collectors Club.
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47 Kearny Street

S u i t e  5 0 0

San Francisco

California 94108          

t: 415 781 5127

f: 415 781 5128

Please visit our website at:

www.rumseyauctions.com

email: srumsey@rumseyauctions.com

SCHUYLER J. RUMSEY AUCTIONS IS IN NEED OF
STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY!  

THE TIME IS NOW TO SELL INDIVIDUAL RARITIES OR ENTIRE
COLLECTIONS. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A GROWING MARKET,
A PROFESSIONAL CATALOG AND PROMPT PAYMENT. PLEASE
CONTACT US DIRECTLY SHOULD YOU HAVE ITEMS FOR
CONSIGNMENT OR DIRECT SALE.

Samoa Express Combination Cover, Realized $57,500

Cape of Good Hope Cover to Hungary, Realized $52,250
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For buyers or sellers, Siegel Auction Galleries offers unparalleled 

expertise, a worldwide client base, financial reliability, intelligent 

marketing, and the best internet resources and search tools.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.
America’s premier stamp auctioneer since 1930
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United States Vending and Affixing Machine Perforations

The Melvin Getlan Collection
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