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When philately comes full circle...
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Beaumont” on the premises of  the Collectors Club.
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President’s Message:
A New Hand at the Helm

By Lawrence Haber

Doubtless some of our readers will note a new author for this regular col-
umn and will correctly infer that a new president was elected at the Jan. 8 annual 
meeting of the Club. My fi rst task, after a mere three weeks on the job, is this: to 
write a 600-word piece for the CCP. 

But, prior to discussing the background, life story and aspirations of this 
writer, a word on my predecessors and our Board of Governors.

The Club was indeed fortunate to have had the services of Mark Banchik 
as its president for the past few years. There is no question he left the Club in 
bett er condition than he found it. These improvements are self-evident to those 
who have either visited the Club in its Murray Hill location or virtually, via our 
website. The building has a fresher look about it. We are delighted to have the 
Philatelic Foundation sharing our space with us. This has not only strengthened 
our fi nancial position, but has added to the centrality of this location as a focus of 
excellence for the philatelic world.

Our programming is exceptionally strong and at a consistently high level. 
The regular meetings of the Club are available on video and are viewed by 
members from across the globe. Our presence at stamp show meetings has been 
invigorated. We have run programs at these shows to consistently high numbers 
of att endees. Our journal is amongst the strongest of its type and we are indeed 
fortunate to have Wayne Youngblood as our editor. 

When we survey these accomplishments, both retrospectively and prospec-
tively, we recognize that these cannot – and ought not – be the work of a single 
individual, but rather as a team eff ort of the offi  cers, board and membership. As 
a volunteer-led organization, none of this could have been possible without the 
committ ed eff orts of a strong and cohesive Board of Governors. 

In moving forward, I am very fortunate in having the support of a board 
largely unchanged from that which worked so productively with Mark. As one 
enters the Club and walks up the staircase to the second fl oor, one passes by a 
photo gallery of past presidents. It is impossible to not be intimidated by some 
the greatest names in philately. But I am comforted by the support of a board 
composed of a peerless group of philatelists.

My goal is very simple: to serve the membership of this Club and to help 
members identify areas where they can help out. We are volunteer-led and 
we depend on you. Wherever possible we ask your support for this great and 
historic organization. No matt er your talents, we have no doubt you can make 
a major impact. We are certain that the satisfaction you’ll earn will more than 
recompense you for the eff ort. Elsewhere in this journal you will note a request 
for Library volunteers to assist our eff orts. That could be a perfect opportunity 
to lend a hand.
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Before I close this message, I would like to urge you to join us at the Cornell 
Club on May 20, when we hold our annual awards dinner. We will be recogniz-
ing all our award winners, as well as bestowing the Lichtenstein Award on John 
Barwis. We will be honoring John, who has honored all of us with his eff orts in 
support of our hobby. The evening will doubtless be one of the highlights of the 
philatelic year. We would love to see you there.

Lastly, I appreciate the confi dence being shown in me and I will endeavor to 
not only to do my best, but to listen to you and ensure we build upon the Club’s 
legacy of success.

Editor’s Notepad
by Wayne L. Youngblood

I always enjoy reading the reports presented in the March-April issue of the 
CCP. While you will have already heard these reports if you live close enough to 
New York City to att end our annual meeting, for those of us in the hinterlands 
(about 75% of our membership if you count all non-resident and foreign members), 
this is just one more way to stay active and involved with the Club.

This year, these reports appear beginning on Page 121 and cover nearly every 
aspect of the operation of our organization. They really do provide some interest-
ing reading.

While we're on the subject of benefi ts available to those of us who cannot regu-
larly (or even occasionally) visit the Clubhouse, we try to provide as many “At the 
Clubhouse” reports as we can in the pages of this journal. These reports, writt en by 
those who are able to att end meetings, summarize the talks and present a few key 
images. Of course, we are unable to cover every single meeting (we still need more 
volunteers to write these up, hint, hint), but readers of this journal at least get a 
fl avor of many of them throughout the year.

But there’s also another way to enjoy every presentation of the Collectors Club! 
If you were not already aware, each presentation is professionally videotaped and 
placed on our website (www.collectorsclub.org). Simply log in and choose the 
“Videos” tab below the banner (shown below, highlighted). From there you can 
view virtually every CC presentation since May 2012!

But, of course, that’s only one of the many resources available to all members 
online. You can also fi nd our history, bylaws, current events calendar, a complete 
(and searchable) fi le of all CCP issues from 1922 to the present, access to our library 
and much, much more! Suffi  ce it to say there is a great deal available to those of us 
who don’t live near New York City (or even if you do). Check it out!
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John Barwis is Recipient
of 2020 Lichtenstein Award

The Collectors Club has named John H. Barwis this year’s recipient of its 
prestigious Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial 
Award for Distinguished Service to Philat-
ely. The award will be formally presented at 
our annual awards dinner on May 20 at the 
Cornell Club in New York City.

Barwis, a native of Philadelphia who 
now lives in Michigan, began collecting 
stamps in the early 1950s under the guid-
ance of his grandmother, who was also a 
collector. By the time he was in fi rst grade, 
she had taught him to identify stamp-issu-
ing countries. 

He fi rst got serious about collecting U.S. 
classics in the early 1970s. “I always bought 
the best condition I could fi nd,” he recalled in a 
Jan. 10 conversation.

Among his early mentors was a dealer 
named Raymond Bouknight, a wounded 
World War II veteran whose stamp store young Barwis would help out at on 
weekends.

Barwis enjoyed an adventurous career as a geologist, working in six countries 
as well as on Fletcher’s Ice Island in the Arctic Ocean, where he spent two and a 
half years “living rough above the Arctic Circle.” He retired in 2003. 

Besides being an energetic and ambitious collector and philatelic researcher, 
Barwis has found ways to put his longtime professional experience to use in the 
service of philately. After working with the U.S. Army to research sedimentol-
ogy on the Mississippi River in the 1970s, he conducted a fl ood-risk analysis 
and wrote a response plan for the American Philatelic Society in 2008 when it 
was planning to convert the old Match Factory in Bellefonte, Pa., into its new 
headquarters.

As a member of various APS committ ees and nearly a dozen other phila-
telic organizations, Barwis has found countless further ways to contribute to the 
hobby. He won $300,000 in grants for the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society and has 
been instrumental in securing, transporting and scanning important archives to 
the American Philatelic Research Library, the National Postal Museum and the 
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society.

He is currently involved in original research into the 17th-century postal his-
tory of the Delaware Valley and confl ict between the Swedish and Dutch sett lers 
prior to the arrival of the English in the 1650s – research that has taken him to 
archives in Stockholm that were not previously known to philately.

Barwis’ collecting passions have ranged from United States classics to the 
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early issues of the Australian state of Victoria, which put out its own stamps from 
1850 to 1912. 

Barwis sold his U.S. collection in 2007 (profi tably, thanks to his focus on qual-
ity) to devote himself more fully to the stamps and postal history of Victoria. 

“I realized I couldn’t collect two things at once,” he explained.
He became enamored with the philately of Victoria while on a business trip 

to Australia. The mining deal he’d gone to negotiate fell through, and to pass the 
time until his scheduled return to Beijing, Barwis wandered into a stamp shop in 
downtown Melbourne.

“I met a dealer named Rod Perry who showed me some classic Australia, which I 
bought. He tutored me,” Barwis continued, explaining that it didn’t take long for 
him to become hooked on the wealth of varieties and opportunities to do original 
research in the area.

He has made and published numerous important discoveries, including solv-
ing the century-old problem of plating the fi rst one-penny stamps of Victoria, the 
so-called “Half-Length” issues of 1850. In 2011, Barwis won the APS Champion 
of Champions award for his exhibit on the Victoria Half-Lengths. He has also 
published a 487-page monograph on the subject.

Other awards Barwis has picked up include the APS’ Luff  Award for Dis-
tinguished Philatelic Research and the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society’s Distin-
guished Philatelist Award. Barwis is an emeritus APS judge, and his exhibits 
have won dozens of gold medals at shows around the world. 

He is a co-founder and past president of the Institute for Analytical Philately, 
which promotes the use of scientifi c 
methods in studying and expertising 
stamps and covers.

He continues to believe in the 
importance of mentorship and has 
taken a couple of APS Young Phila-
telic Leaders under his wing over 
the years, as well as coaching estab-
lished collectors to begin exhibiting.

Alfred F. Lichtenstein (1876-
1947) was widely considered one 
of the greatest American philat-
elists of the fi rst half of the 20th 
century. The award in his memory 
was established by the Collectors 
Club in 1952, and its fi rst recipient 
was Lichtenstein’s good friend and 
co-founder of the Philatelic Founda-
tion, Theodore Steinway. It is given 
every year to a single recipient. 

More information can be found at 
our website, www.collectorsclub.org. 

FOR THE 
COLLECTOR 
AND 
EXHIBITOR.
RARE STAMPS, PROOFS, ESSAYS AND POSTAL 
HISTORY FROM AROUND THE WORLD.

WWW.GERALDBODILY.CO.UK

GERALD BODILY
 INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST STAMP DEALER
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Please join us for a reception and dinner at the Cornell Club in New York on 
Wednesday, May 20th as we honor the 2020 Lichtenstein Award winner

John H. Barwis
for his achievements as a collector, researcher, exhibitor, author, 

philatelic mentor and contributor to the hobby.

Other 2019-20 honorees will include:
¶ Nicholas Kirke – Best program at the Collectors Club
¶ James P. Mazepa – Robert P. Odenweller Award for 

best article in the Collectors Club Philatelist

Invitation and details to follow by post. 

The Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award 
for Distinguished Service to Philately 

The Collectors Club would 
like to thank Schuyler Rumsey 
Philatelic Auctions for their 
generous support of this event.

22 East 35th Street  •  New York, N.Y. 10016  •  212.683.0559  •  www.collectorsclub.org
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Heinrich Köhler – Competence, Tradition, Quality.
German and International Philately since 1913

New 
Address!

Germany’s Oldest Stamp Auction House

Heinrich Koehler Auktionshaus GmbH & Co. KG

Hasengartenstr. 25 · 65189 Wiesbaden · Germany
Phone +49 611 34 14 9-0 · Fax +49 611 34 14 9-99 
www.heinrich-koehler.de  ·  info@heinrich-koehler.de

Jan Berg's spectacular collection
PRIVATE SHIP LETTER STAMP

ISSUING COMPANIES UP TO 1900

A major event for all advanced collectors.

Unique in Quality Unique in Diversity Unique in Rarity 

Highest ever international EDITION D'OR No. 58
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Preview 373rd Heinrich Köhler-Auction
24–28 MARCH 2020

 Coro – La Vela Postal Service 1889, ½ real blue in
combination with Curacao 25c, on cover from Coro via a
Vela and Curacao to the US – A great Rarity
Provenance: Dr. Knut Heister

 Canal Maritime De Suez 1868, multiple franking
5c green on cover with content from Kantara to Port Said
– one of two covers in private hands with the 5c stamp.
Provenance: Royal Collection of Queen Elizabeth II, 
Collection Antonini (1992), The Cihangir Collection (2000), 
The Samir Fikry Collection (2011), shown among the World 
Rarities at Monaco 2009

Port Said, 1870

Germany’s Oldest Stamp Auction House

R.O.P.i.T 1868, The famous cover with block of 4 + 2 pairs 
10 para from Chios to Constantinople – The most important 
cover of Russian Levant and one of the most important covers 
of Russian philately!
Provenance: Pierre Mavrogordato, John R. Boker, Jr., Mertens 
Collection, Dr. Raymond Casey

Order your personal hard bound catalogue copy now.
Register for bidding online now at www.heinrich-koehler.de
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An Englishman in Manhattan
in the 1790s

by John H. Barwis

Many years ago, I acquired a group of eight late 18th-Century lett ers sent 
from New York City by a young Englishman, John Cockin, to his mother in 
Bristol. Cockin had been working in Jamaica, probably as a clerk or bookkeeper, 
and had recently arrived in Manhatt an. His name does not appear in the New 

York City Directory, nor in 
newspapers of the day. In 
his October 1795 lett er he 
provided a return address 
of Mrs. Kidson’s, 31 Beek-
man Street, which the New 
York City Directory lists as 
the home of cabinetmaker 
William Kidson, which 
evidently doubled as a 
boarding house. The ad-
dress is now the site of a 
Pace University high-rise. 

     Cockin’s observa-
tions of 1790s New York 
reveal many aspects of 
life in the city, and an 
expatriate’s views of cur-
rent events of American 
international interest. 
These include the yellow-
fever epidemics, as well as 

trade diffi  culties due to prize-taking on Atlantic and Caribbean sail-
ing routes. The lett ers were writt en in a stream-of-consciousness style; they are 
shown here as literal transcriptions.

First Impressions of New York
The lett er shown in Figure 1 was writt en fi ve months after France had 

declared war against Great Britain on Feb. 1, 17931. It was sent unpaid and 
endorsed “p Portland Pacquet,” one of the contract ships of the monthly New 
York – Falmouth mail service. 

New York   July 6th 1793
Honoured Mother
     Here I am in what the Americans call the Land of Liberty, but yet for all they 

are tax’d a good deal, and likewise Custom house Offi  cers put on board all vessells 
the same as in England, they must even enter Cocoa Nuts or else they are liable to 
be seized, every person that comes here is obliged to go to the Custom himself, and 
take a permit and swear that he has nothing but what is for his own use, before he 

Figure 1.
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can get his baggage from on Board the Vessell, which is very troublesome. I wrote 
you by the Severn2 bound for Bristol, which I hope you received, we was 42 Days a 
coming from Kingston here, and had some very heavy squals the Vessell was a very 
dull sailor, as we ought to have come in three Weeks, we had expended all our rum, 
Porter, beer, and Wine before we arrived, and all our fresh stock, I and two more of 
the passengers went to one Lodging house, and the breakfast was quite a treat. Tea, 
coff ee, chocolates, ham, tongue, a broil’d Mackral and Radishes I never see Radishes 
introduc’d but at breakfast. Th ey have here several very good Markets, for Butch-
ers meat, and Fish which is brought all alive, Lobsters are very plenty and likewise 
Oysters which are three times as large as the Tenby ones they eat them all the year 
round, and are very good, an excellent Market for Vegetables of all kinds. Th eir fruit 
has not got that fi ne fl avor it has in England, but is very plenty. European goods are 
sold very cheap here, a great deal being sent to Vendue, to be sold without reserve, 
and most of the Storekeepers attend, and there stock their stores, I have seen West-
India produce sold as in the West Indies, so some must lose if others get.

     We drink grog generally at our meals as they make no good beer here, except 
what is brought from England, they brew porter and beer in Philadelphia, which is 
the seat of government. New York is more like the British Government than any in 
the United States a great many Torys residing here, and are not afraid of showing 
their principles, there are a great many staunch friends to the British Government 
residing here, and in other parts, they say Boston is the politest place in all America, 
being mostly descended from English families. Th is is a very handsome and pleas-
ant City and very healthy is it surrounded by water, and I generally bathe every day 
in the River, which is Salt water, there is a very handsome bathing house, there are 
some very good buildings here, viz. the Governour’s house, the Federal hall, there 
are two very handsome English Churches, built aft er the modern style, only one 
as an Organ, which is Trinity, they pay great regard to religion, far diff erent in the 
West Indies. All religions are tolerated here, they always make a gathering before the 
Sermon begins, in all Churches and Chapels. 

     Th e seasons here are very changeable, it now as hot as ever I felt it in Jamaica, 
but then it does not last above two or three days and then perhaps very cold for two 
or three days, yesterday we had a very severe storm of Rain, attended with thunder 
and lightning the most tremendous I ever heard, today is very hot again. Th e Mus-
chetoes are very troublesome here during the Summer, and the fl ys very troublesome 
indeed. Th ey have a play house here, but a very poor set of actors, several of the 
Bristol outcasts are here. Hodgkins which ran away with Miss Bratt is here, she has 
brought him a Daughter, he is idolis’d, they never had such an Actor here before, he 
is much of a Gentleman off  the stage. 

     Th e Accounts we have from England is very bad indeed, it is a very great 
hurt to trade indeed, things must be come to a very great height for Government to 
turn pawn brokers, for it is no better, the failures are all universal. I see a few of the 
Bristol Merchants down such as Moses, Rogers, Blake, Keene, Cook etc. I hope when 
you write, matters will be all settled, and success render’d, to the British Arms both 
by Sea and Land. I shall write by this packett to W. Langton to send me one hun-
dred pounds by the fi rst Opportunity, as on account of my being a Stranger and the 
recent failures, I cant get any one to indorse a bill on London, if I had it I could put 
it to good purpose. I shall go on Monday to a store to write till then. Tell W. Watts 
I see his old friend W. Crugar here almost every day, he looks as well as ever, I saw 
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him and is a very good man to the poor. I shall stay here four or fi ve years before I 
see England if nothing happens otherwise. 

     Th ursday last, was the commemoration of American Independence and no 
little noise was made, the morning was usher’d in by the fi ring of cannon and ring-
ing of bells, at 12 OClock  M. the Mayor and commonality waited on the Gover-
nour, to congratulate him on the Day, and then a Volly of cannon and bells ringing 
for one hour, at Sun set the same, Public dinners at all the taverns, but I did not go. 
On the fourth of June we had a Jovial day on account of the King of England, by 
permission of the Governour 12 pieces of Cannon was fi r’d, Din’d with a party of 
twelve and spent a Jovial Day. 

     Th ere is a very beautiful walk call’d the Battery situated on the North River,3 
always full on an Evening and the sea breeze makes it very delightful. Th ere is a 
very handsome house about a mile from town called Belvedere, the Merchants dine 
there every Saturday. Th e club room is the most elegant room I ever saw in my Life. 
Th ere is a biliard room, bowling green and other amusements for the Gentlemen.4 I 
wrote to you by the Th omas Guineaman of Bristol inclos’d in a pacquet to W. Lax at 
the infi rmary. I sent you a Jamaica Almanack and a Newspaper which I hope you 
have safe received. I have received no letters from England but one from you p Capt 
Tomlinson of Th e Mary, but I expect a pacquet from Jamaica by the fi rst vessell.

     I desire my Duty to you & love to brothers and sisters and Compts to W. & 
Mrs. Watts, W. & W. Griffi  ths, Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd & Miss Hathaway, Mrs. Bricken-
don & family and all enquiring friends.

From your ever dutiful Son
John Cockin
P.S. I am better health than ever my hearing much the same as when I left  

England. - J.C.
Yellow Fever

In Philadelphia the fi rst Yellow Fever epidemic in 30 years began in August 
1793. The source is unknown, but has been att ributed to mosquitoes in immi-
grant ships arriving from the Caribbean and/or West Africa. As the number of 
cases increased in the fi rst few weeks, Dr. Benjamin Rush, who had experienced 
Philadelphia’s 1762 yellow fever epidemic, alerted the government that the city 
faced a highly contagious and mortal epidemic.5 In just over three months, as 
many as 5,000 people are estimated to have died.6

Philadelphia and New York, the two largest cities in the United States in 1793, 
were closely linked in governmental aff airs and commerce, and thus by inter-city 
travel. Although the cause of the disease was not proven until 1900, New York 
took the precautions deemed necessary at the time, and unknowingly disrupted 
the “urban cycle” of transmitt ing the infection.7 News of the epidemic and some 
of the precautions taken are described by Cockin’s lett er of Sept. 20, also sent by 
Falmouth packet. That lett er is shown in Figure 2.

Visit your club’s website: www.collectorsclub.org
It contains a wealth of information!
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 New York  Sept 20th 1793
Dear Mother,
     With pleasure and satisfaction I now address myself to you, to inform you, 

I am in tolerable good health at this time of general sickness. I must inform you of 
what you will be sorry to hear, and I think everyone else. Philadelphia, the seat of 
Government in America, is at this time affl  icted with the plague (I can call it no 
other but the Doctors term it the yellow fever) it has rag’d for these three weeks past, 
and has carried off  great numbers, some days upwards of a hundred has died some 
say fi ve; it generally carries them off  in twenty four hours, most of the inhabitants 
has left  the City, and has carried the disorder with them. No person is to be seen 
on Philadelphia Streets, and all business at an End. Th e vessells are all haul’d from 
the Wharf in the Stream, all the Public Offi  ces are shut. Th e Governour and Magis-
trates of this City do all they can to prevent the Disorder from spreading in this City, 
all intercourse between Philadelphia and here is stopt, and guards plac’d at all the 
Roads, and all the Wharfs and on the River to prevent any one from coming, and 
if any attempt, they are sent back. Th e Mayor has erected an hospital on benlow 
island8 for the reception of the Sick, a great many has died there that came from 
Philadelphia, all the Doctors are every Evening obliged to give an Account of their 
patients and their Disorders to the Governour, and Mayor, and the Committee of 
Safety, and if any symtoms of the Malady appear they are sent away to the hospital, 
even taken out of their own houses, it is shocking to only think of it; But they think 
it is now abating, and the cold Weather coming on may help a good deal towards 
it, the Summer has been uncommonly warm, even now it is as hot as in England in 
the middle of Summer. 

     Th e infl uenza has rag’d here very much and still continues almost every one 
has had it, it does not aff ect their lives, but leaves them very weak for a long time. I 

Figure 2.
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fi nd myself very much so at present. I follow my own Business at present, as it agrees 
better with me than being confi n’d in a store to write, having been always us’d to 
being out in the Air. I shall stay here till I get a remittance from W. Langton. I have 
wrote twice to him for to remit me £100 Sterling as being a Stranger I can get no one 
to Indorse or accept a bill of me on London. I mentioned it to you in a letter I wrote 
you on July 6th p Portland pacquet which I hope you received safe. I shall either 
return to England or go on a Voyage to the East Indies, but shall give you a line as I 
have an Off er to go as a Clark to the Supercargo of an East Indiaman.

     We have the French Fleet still here consisting of 21 74, three frigates and 
several arm’d Ships and brigs, two arriv’d yesterday from Nantes and has taken two 
Jamaica Ships the Sarah of London and a ship called the Jamaica, but I hope not 
Captain Sherrry of Bristol. Th e Good Intent privateer of Bristol. Th e Good Intent 
was sent in here a prize to the Marsailes a French privateer which has likewise taken 
a Vessell of Bristol called the Harpooner a Whaler and sent her into Boston. Th ere 
are two 74 English Ships off  this Coast, which has taken two French privateers. Th e 
French ships are a great hurt to trade which is very dead, provisions is getting very 
high and will still continue while they stay. 

     Th e French report that the King of England is dead and that the Duke of York 
is taken prisoner and that the Seige of Valenciens was rais’d, but is not believ’d here 
at all, as the last London papers mentions nothing at all to the eff ect; they think that 
if the French get the letter of the combined powers they will Declare War against 
America. Th e French Ambassador refus’d to drink the President’s health at dinner 
one day. I think he ought to be turn’d out of his sta(tion). 

     I am acquainted with a N.Y. Mr. Kitoon of Bristol who has resided here some 
years, he carries on the clerk business here, He says he knew my Grandfather and 
Uncle. Th ey have shown me a great deal of civility, more so than anyone else.

     Th is day is set aside by the Mayor for a general fast and humiliation before 
God, to spare this City from the dreadful Malady which rages at Philadelphia and 
to spare the people of Philadelphia from its ravages.

     I have received no letters from England since I have been here; I wrote you a 
short letter by the Severn Capt. Farley for Bristol, and we have received accounts of 
his safe arrival some time since, I hope you got the letter. I desire my love to Sisters 
and Brothers and Compl.ts to Mr. & Mrs. Watts, Mr. & Mrs. Floyd & Miss Hatha-
way, Mr. & Mrs. Load, Mrs. Brickendon and family and all enquiring friends from 

your Dutiful Son
John Cockin
p. Queen Charlotte Pacquet
P.S. Inclos’d I have sent you a Note of hand on W. Wm. McIntosh for 34 Dollars, 

I let him have when he was going for London. I gave him a Letter of Introduction to 
W. Smith and likewise to you, as he was going to Bristol. A gentleman of Philadel-
phia was to pay me, but I hear he is sick and perhaps may die. W. McIntosh will pay 
you immediately, He does business with Protheroe & Claxton of Bristol and told me 
he should be in England till January, and then return to the West Indies.

J. Cockin
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Despite 
Cockin’s regular 
missives to his 
mother, she is 
evidently dis-
satisfi ed with his 
communication, 
as evidenced by 
selected portions 
of his response, 
sent by private 
ship to Dover, 
which is shown 
in Figure 3. 
After defending 
himself about the 
frequency of his 
correspondence, 
he provides ad-
ditional news about Philadelphia’s yellow fever epidemic.

New York   October 6th 1793
Dear Mother,
     Your agreeable letter of the 4th August came safe to hand yesterday p Duke of 

Cumberland pacquet and I cant say but what I was very much surprized at the ac-
cusation of neglect of writing, as I have wrote you 12 Letters since I left  Bristol which 
was sent in the following order, one off  Montserrat, was sent by a boat to Antigua to 
be forwarded by the fi rst conveyance for England, one from Kingston via Liverpool, 
one from Kingston p Pacquet dated Dec. 24th 92, one from Kingston dated Febru-
ary 3, 93 p Pacquet, one from Kingston dated March 25 93 p Th omas of Bristol in a 
pacquet directed to W. Zane, with a Jamaica Almanack and a Newspaper, which I 
hope ere this you have received safe, likewise I wrote you by Mrs. Howel of Kingston 
who was returning home via Bristol, all these from Jamaica.

     From New York as follows, the fi rst the short letter you received, as acknowl-
edged, I should have wrote you by the Carteret, as well as Brickendon, only there was 
one besides here, so delayed to write by that which I did, dated July 6th, 93 p Portland 
pacquet, one dated August 6th p Hero for London, one August 12th p favour of W. 
MackIntosh via London, one dated Sep.r 24th p Queen Charlotte pacquet, which is 
as many as I suppose any person ever wrote in the same time. If I was to write by 
every opportunity I might write every day to some part of England or another, which 
answer no end but only occasion you to pay a deal of postage. I shall for the future 
write by every pacquet, which will be once a Month, and by every Ship that sails for 
Bristol, and shall always be happy to hear from Bristol by every conveyance. I wrote 
Mr. Watts and Mr. Stephens and Bros. Will via Liverpool, and am surprized they 
had not receiv’d the letters, if I write and Letters miscarry I cannot help that, shall 
write William by this vessel. I have only received two letters from England, both from 

Phil d l hi ’ ll f id i

Figure 3.
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you, one p Capt Tomlinson at Jamaica, and one yesterday. I hope next pacquet to 
receive several, and by the fi rst ship from Bristol & Liverpool. I have wrote twice to 
W. Langton Senr. and once to W. Langton Junr. I expect 100 Sterg. p packquet. 

     I have fi xed on a Seafaring Life, as I wrote in my last, a Clerk’s berth did not 
agree with my Constitution. I shall go a Voyage to the East Indies and back, and 
then to England. I follow the Coopering trade at present, which is shocking bad here 
both for Master & Man.

     I mentioned in my last concerning the plague at Philadelphia which still rages 
as bad as ever, if not much worse, they have off er’d a reward of £400 for any person 
to bury the dead, but all are afraid, what they do is bury’d promiscuously in a pit 
together twelve or thirteen, in some houses entire familys have died a shocking thing 
to think off . All communication with the town is cut off  they have had no rain for 
fi ve weeks which is a long time, we have had no instance of it lately in this City. Th e 
Gentlemen  patrole every evening along the Wharf and River and no one is suff ered 
to land on any account whatever; God only knows when the Malady will end.

     Th e accounts from England lately are very favourable to the combined pow-
ers, and I hope ere this peace is established on favourable terms. Yesterday sails from 
here part of the French fl eet which has been here so long for old France to the great 
Joy of the Inhabitants, as they was the occasion of the high price provisions at pres-
ent here, and fi rewood is very dear.

     I little expected a Letter from you at Plymouth, but am glad you like the dock 
yard and public buildings, and likewise the Men of War, the wooden walls of old 
England. I am still an Englishman and as such I hope shall always live and die; let 
Americans say what they will in favour of Independence.

     I give my love to Brothers and Sisters and Duty to you & Comp.s to Mr. & 
Mrs. Watts, Mr. Stephens, Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd, Miss Hathaway and all Friends from 
your ever dutiful Son.

John Cockin
Anglo-American Maritime Confl ict

The French Revolutionary War began in April 1792 and was soon followed 
by the beheading of King Louis XVI on Jan. 21, 1793. On Feb. 1, France declared 
war on Great Britain. A British concern of immediate importance was retention of 
the Royal Navy’s global maritime primacy, which was at risk due to a shortage of 
naval manpower caused by low pay and a shortage of qualifi ed sailors. Recruit-
ment by force helped address the manpower shortage. Between 1793 and 1812 
the British impressed almost 10,000 U.S. sailors to supplement their fl eet during 
the Napoleonic Wars with France.9 Ships were also at risk: between November 
1793 and March 1794, 220 American ships were seized, and 400 others were de-
tained on the high seas in response to American refusal to pay debts.10 

After France declared war against Great Britain, French warships frequented 
American ports; Cockin noted part of a French fl eet at New York in his previous 
lett er. As a result of French att empts to intercept British packets, Halifax-New 
York service was withdrawn. Throughout 1794, New York mails for Falmouth 
went only to and from Halifax by other vessels.11 Although the Jay Treaty later 
softened the confl ict,12 tensions in 1794 were high, as refl ected in John Cockin’s 
lett er to his brother, shown in Figure 4 and transcribed following.
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April 16th 1794
Dear Brother,
     I take this opportunity of writing to you via Halifax, as it one granted by 

Congress to take dispatch to be forwarded to England; we have got an Embargo here 
on all Vessells bound to foreign parts; on account of the Algerines, and the seizing 
of the Vessells by the British in the West-Indies, they have taken about 300 into the 
diff erent ports and condemn’d and sold a great number of them, which has made 
the Americans very mad indeed and more particular pressing and confi ning their 
Seamen on board the Ships of War, they talk of keeping the Embargo on till such 
time as they have got satisfaction for it, but I am afraid they will not get it for all. 

     But a great many seem for War, they are about putting their harbours in a 
state of defence, but it will cost a good deal of Money and pains to do it, as they are 
all most defenceless at present, but I hope there will be no War.

     But for the Embargo I should have been at Jamaica by this, but now it is uncer-
tain when I shall get away, if not soon I shall go a coasting as I have fi x’d on a seafaring 
life; Th ere are two Vessells here stop’d that was bound to the East-Indies, but wether 
they will go or not, is’n know, if they do they must go around the East end of New 
Holland on account of being so late and I shall go if they do; but will give you a line.

     Congress carry their debates very high on the Subject of Sequestring [sic] 
British Debts for restitution of their Vessells but have not been able to carry the 
point yet, if they do at all. We have Accounts that Martinico has surrendered to the 
British Arms, and the other Islands likely to follow, and likewise that Pondicherry 
in the East is taken, Th e accounts from the Continent seems against the combin’d 
powers, but we have had no Accounts from England lately, the Merchants to think 
that England has laid an Embargo on all American Vessells and others bound to 
America, or else we should have some arrivals from some part of England or an-
other but time will bring forth all things to light.

Figure 4.
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     Trade is very dull here, little or nothing to do. I received a letter from Bristol 
the beginning of this month by which I fi nd they are all well, and likewise one from 
W. Langton, wherein he gave me his reasons for not going to the East Indies, to 
which I have wrote an answer.

From your loving Brother
Till Death
John Cockin
P.S. Desire to be remember’d to all Friends

By a lett er to his mother, also writt en on April 16, 1794, Cockin provides news 
about Britain’s confl icts with both the United States and France.

New York April 16th, 1794
Honoured Mother
     I cannot omit this opportunity of writing to you by a packet, going to Hali-

fax, on Account of Congress, to be forwarded from thence to England; by which 
conveyance anyone may send Letters; as when we may have another Opportunity 
I cannot tell, as there is at present an embargo on all the Vessells here, bound for 
foreign parts, it took place about a fortnight ago, and was to hold for thirty Days, 
but is then to be renew’d for thirty more, or till such time as the British will make 
Compensation, for their Vessells taken and condem’d at the West India Islands of 
one sort & another. Th ere are about 300 carried into diff erent ports; so how twill 
end I cannot say. Many people think there will be a War; but I do not, as I think the 
British will make Compensation for all true bona fi de American property. Th e em-
bargo makes trade here very dul indeed, little or nothing to do, the Coasting trade 
goes on as usual.

     We have accounts from the West Indies that Martinique has submitted to 
the British Arms & the other islands likely to follow. Th e accounts from England are 
very unfavourable in the combin’d side, but I hope not so bad as reported.

     We have had no arrivals from England for some time except a Brig from 
Liverpool aft er a passage of 105 days, dismasted and in great distress, it is thought 
here that the American Ships in England are embargoed, or otherwise there would 
be some arrivals from one port or another.  I saw a London paper of January 7th 94 
mentioned the Hero for this port fell down the river with 300 passengers.

     Later in 1794 Cockin sailed to Bristol to visit his family and returned to 
New York on the ship Columbia (53 days: Bristol Dec. 4, New York arrival Jan. 25). 
His summary of the return voyage highlights the diffi  culties and uncertainties 
one might experience in North Atlantic travel. An extract from his lett er:

New York   Jany 30th 1795
Dear Mother,
     I now take the earliest opportunity of Acquainting you of our safe Arriv-

al here yesterday aft er a passage of 53 Days from Pill [Bristol], a very quick pas-
sage for the time of the year, but a very rough one we met with several very heavy 
Gales of Wind, one took up on Jany 5th and was as severe, as to occasion our lying 
too for three days and three Nights, we had two others which held us two days & 
Nights, calms and contrary winds for the fi rst six Weeks the last fortnight made us 
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amends with a very fi ne Wind about a week before we arrived, we was scudding 
under Fore Sail and fore top Sail close reef ’d at the rate of ten miles p hour when a 
very Sea took us on our Starboard Quarter. Mr. Brown and I was reading and Miss 
Brown at Work, the sea broke in the Larboard cabin window, and the water rush’d 
in, very freely throwed myself and Miss Brown over to the Larboard side, and upset 
all the chests in the cabin, and split mine right in two, so as to be past mending but 
otherwise we suff ered no hurt, except having our Quarter boards on the Larboard 
side carried away, but we had an amazing run that day which made us amends.

     Th e ship Columbus and the Brig Minerva, which sailed from Bristol three 
Weeks before us are not arrived, and a ship which left  Liverpool a month before us 
is not arrived, my newspapers was the latest receiv’d for some time and prov’d very 
acceptable to the public. Th e French are not respected here near so much as they was 
when I left  this, the reason a good deal owing to their own behavior.

     Cockin’s lett er (Figure 5) was sent aboard ship Boston, Capt. Webb, which 
Lloyd’s List records as having arrived at Bristol on March 18, 1795. Boston’s New 
York departure date is unknown, but she was advertised in mid-January as prob-
ably departing in three weeks.13

Boarded by Privateers
France was understandably outraged after the Jay Treaty was ratifi ed in June 

1795. Not only had the French played a key tactical role in the Revolutionary 
War but had loaned more than 1.3 billion Livres (~£200 million) to the Ameri-
can Revolution. The United States refused to repay the loans, on grounds that 
the debt was owed to the previous regime, which had been dissolved by the 
French Revolution. As a result, France considered it open season on all Ameri-
can shipping.

Figure 5.
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New York   August 20th, 1795
Dear Mother,
     Yours of April 11th and May 5th duly received on my return from Phila-

delphia and gave me great pleasure to hear you was recovered from your illness. 
We had a tolerable passage from Jamaica, we left  it the latter end of May and 
arrived at Philadelphia in 30 days. Off  the west end of the Colleradoes14 we was 
brought to by a French schooner privateer of 10 guns, who ordered our Captain 
on board, and sent a Lieutenant and eight Men on board of us, who examin’d all 
the French passengers baggage & papers, and wanted to take all their baggage 
from them, but the Captain of the privateer would not let them, the Steward told 
them I was an American upon which they all came and shook hands with me, 
saying American, American. Th ey just looked into my Chest, and told me to shut 
it again, but they took two jars of sweetmeats I had cost me 16 Dollars. When 
they left  us a Ship hove in sight, which they gave chase to and took it proving to 
be an English ship from the Bay of Honduras bound to Liverpool. Th ey brought 
us to two days aft er and put the English Captain and three of his men on board of 
us to take to Philadelphia, two days aft er that we fell in with two Spanish Arm’d 
brigs, we told them of the Ship & privateer which they gave chase to, and we sup-
pose retook the Ship. Th e English Captain sail’d from Philadelphia for Dublin by 
him I wrote to you which I hope came to hand. I likewise wrote to Jane by the 
Roebuck bound for Bristol. 

     I was very sorry to hear of the loss of the Boyne at Portsmouth, we have had 
an account from Lord Bridport to Victory over the French and likewise Cornwallis’s 
& J.B. Warrens & I hope they will continue to go on, as I think not all the powers 
together  can conquer them at Sea. I heard of W. Stephens failure before I got your 
letter, and was very much surpriz’d indeed. I hear Mr. Harris has left  the bank. 

     We have had a good deal of palaver here with the Democrats concerning the 
Treaty, almost to civil War but the President signed it last Friday to their no small 
disappointment.15 I wrote Dick some of the particulars. I shall leave this in about 
three weeks for the West Indies as I am going out supercargo of the Vessell. So I will 
write you particulars before we sail, Business is very dull here at present.

  Yellow Fever in New York
New York’s quarantine eff orts were eff ective in preventing the northward 

spread of Philadelphia’s yellow fever epidemic in 1793 and 1794, but by the 
summer of 1795, cases of the disease began to emerge in Manhatt an. The dis-
ease reached epidemic proportions three times: in 1795, 1799 and 1803, claiming 
thousands of lives.16  In an Oct. 4, 1795, lett er (Figure 6) Mr. Cockin reassures his 
mother that he remains in good health despite the epidemic. 

New York   October 4th 1795
Honoured Mother
     I once more embrace the pleasing thought of informing you that I am in per-

fect health, at this alarming crisis, since I wrote Eliza, the Fever has increas’d very 
much, but is at the present time decreasing, and we sincerely hope in a few Weeks 
to hear no more of it, the most that has died of one Day was thirty two, fourteen 
yesterday the hearses are very busy this Morning.
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     New York looks like a Deserted Village in comparison to what it did before 
the fever, great Numbers have died, and more have left  the City for the country, it 
has been very fatal among the Irish, Scotch, & English, but has likewise carry’d car-
ried off  a great many of the Natives. Th e houses of Drowly & Drawbridge are 
both gone in a Week 
as many others of the 
fi rst Merchants in the 
City. W. Lee one of W. 
Talbots partners is sick 
but likely to do well 
again. Last week died 
Mr. Bragge, he mar-
ried one of Mr. Perry’s 
daughters in St James 
Churchyard Bristol, 
since I wrote Eliza, we 
have lost a young Man 
in this house, but are 
all now very well, this 
Season has  given the Emigrants a pretty good surfeit of America and hundreds will 
return as soon as the War is over which I think can’t last much longer on either side 
as I believe both England and France are pretty well tir’d of it. 

     We have the news of Spain having made peace with France,17 but I think not 
much to their advantage. Yesterday and the Day before arrived several Vessells from 
London and Glasgow no pleasing sight for the passengers. Th e Day before yesterday 
arrived the Brig Frio Capt Adamson from Bristol and very much disappointed I was 
in not getting any letters from any of you. Th is is the second Vessell and no letter; 
but I gave Dick a bit of a lecture, by the Atlantic, for not keeping a better lookout on 
Deck, the Mate inform’d me there was three American Ships for this Port, two to sail 
soon aft er they did, and I hope someone has wrote, we here you have had riots at 
Bristol and Pill, on account of the dearness of Provisions. Flour is here six pounds p 
Barrell. Everything here is very dull, nothing at all going on, owing a great measure 
to the Fever; it seems to baffl  e all the Doctors, very few cases have recovered, we 
have a Taylor here started up and has condemn’d the method the Doctors treat their 
patients, he has himself cur’d several and facts are stubborn things. 

     I shall be able to say more next time I write you. In the Course of next Week 
I shall leave this for Charleston South Carolina.18 I am going out Mate, the reason 
of my not going to the West Indies, is on Account of the French or English take all 
American Vessells they can catch, and if we was to escape I should still be liable to 
be pressed and think I can do as well going to Carolina as the West Indies. I hope 
the Atlantic will arrive safe, and the Gloves (?) please Desire my Love to Brothers & 
Sisters & Compts. to all Friends.

From your ever Loving Son
John Cockin

Cockin also announced his intent to move to Charleston, noting that 
a voyage to the West Indies would risk being aboard a ship that might be 
taken by either the British or the French, as well as the risk of impressment. 
He endorsed his letter p Niagara via London. On June 1, Niagara, Capt. Black, 

Figure 6.
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was cleared for London, and departed on the 4th. Evidently Niagara encoun-
tered adverse wind off England’s south coast that would delay her arrival 
at London, so put the mails off at Penzance. There is no record of the ship 
having called at Penzance, so the mails were probably handed to a Penzance 
pilot. Niagara continued toward London but anchored at Margate Roads on 
Nov. 4.19

Summary
During my lifetime the collecting of “postal history” has evolved from col-

lecting stamps on cover, to revealing and understanding rates and routes, to 
learning about history in its broadest sense – a series of human interactions docu-
mented by paper artifacts. Humble, ratt y-looking but important stampless covers 
are lurking out there, waiting for someone to read them!

     Thanks go to Wade Saadi and Colin Tabeart for their editorial help. 
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Letter to New York during the Panic of 1857 
by Georg Størmer FRPSL

Lett ers to the United States with the fi rst Norwegian stamps are very rare, but 
a cover I bought a few years ago also tells an extraordinary story.

The lett er was sent to Mr. H.B. Butenschøn, a Norwegian-born businessman 
in New York City c/o the New York fi rm of Naylor & Co. 

The Panic of 1857
The lett er arrived in New York Dec. 31, 1857, during the fi nancial crisis called 

“The Panic of 1857.” This was not the fi rst fi nancial crisis in American history, but 
it was the fi rst to spread rapidly throughout the country. News of the fi nancial 
crisis that occurred just 20 years prior, in 1837, could only travel as fast as the 
postal service.

The invention of the telegraph by Samuel F.B. Morse in 1844, made the news 
of the Panic of 1857 available to Americans around the country almost immedi-
ately and eventually reached Europe.

The Panic of 1857 was a fi nancial crisis caused by declining international 
commodity markets and over-expansion of the domestic economy. Because of 
the interconnectedness of the world economy by the 1850s, the fi nancial crisis 
that began in late 1857 was the fi rst worldwide economic crisis.

It all started in August 1857 when the large fi nancial institution Ohio Life 
Insurance and Trust Co. (Ohio Life) suspended payments. On Oct. 3, there was 
a marked increase of withdrawals at New York banks, and over the next few 
weeks this spread to banks all over the country with the public demanding silver 
and gold specie, forcing banks to suspend payments (Figure 2). The subsequent 
failure of N.H. 
Wolfe and 
Co., the oldest 
fl our and grain 
company in 
New York City, 
wreaked havoc 
in commodity 
markets and 
the immedi-
ate unwinding 
of speculative 
positions.

The prices of 
grain decreased 
signifi cantly, 
and farmers 
experienced a 
loss in revenue, 
causing banks 
to foreclose on 

Figure 1. The letter was sent from 42 Christiania (today Oslo) Dec. 3, 
1857, with the private steamship St. Olaf via Christianssand to Hamburg, 
arriving at the Danish post offi  ce on Dec. 11 from Hamburg. The letter 
was sent via Aachen Dec. 12, according to the Oct. 16, 1852, Prussian 
Closed Mail Convention (PCM) and further to New York, arriving Dec. 
31. The postage was 83 sk. for a letter weighing between ½ oz (=14.2 gr.) 
and 1 lod (=15.6 gr.), of which 16 sk. with ship to Hamburg and onwards 
double PCM postage 60¢ = 26 Sgr = 67 sk. Only two U.S. letters are re-
corded with Norwegian stamps canceled before Dec. 31, 1857. 
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recently purchased lands. Grain prices in 1855 had skyrocketed to $2.19 a bushel, 
and farmers began to purchase land to increase their crop supply. However, by 
1858, grain prices dropped severely to 80¢ a bushel. As a consequence, railroad 
stocks dropped sharply and the companies in many cases went bankrupt due to 
lower transportation volumes.

Reports of fi nancial instability, perhaps exaggerated, were quickly carried 
between cities by the new telecommunications medium, the telegraph. Since 
the years immediately preceding the Panic had been prosperous due to the 
large gold discoveries in California and high commodity prices, many banks, 
merchants and farmers had seized the opportunity to take large risks with their 
investments and as soon as market prices began to fall, they quickly began to 
experience the eff ects of fi nancial panic. 

To compound the feeling of crisis, the SS Central America, a wooden-hulled 
paddle steamer transporting gold from the new San Francisco Mint to create a 
reserve for eastern banks, was caught in a hurricane and sank in mid-September, 
with the loss of 425 lives. The vessel carried more than $1 million in commercial 
gold. She also bore a secret shipment of 15 tons of federal gold, valued at mil-
lions of dollars, intended for the eastern banks. (The wreck was discovered Sept. 
11, 1988, 2,200m below sea level, 160 miles off  the coast of South Carolina. The 
total value of the recovered gold was estimated at $100-150 million – the greatest 
treasure discovery in American history.)

The contraction of the economy that followed the panic of 1857 was profound 
and had parallels in Europe, South America, South Africa and the Far East, caus-
ing it to be held as the fi rst worldwide economic crisis. In the United States, the 
setback caused large losses of wealth, signifi cant job loss and a major slowdown 
in capital investment. The eff ects of the “revulsion,” as it was referred to at the 
time, lasted a full 18 months and reverberated until the onset of the American 
Civil War.

The Crimean War
In 1857 there was limited understanding of economic forces and the set-back 

that followed the Crimean war came as a surprise to most. The large grain pro-
ducers had been used to good markets and high prices and Wall Street was not 

Figure 2.  Wall 
Street on “Sus-
pension Day”, 
Oct. 14 1857.
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expecting any fi nancial consequences. How was the Crimean War – at least in 
part – responsible for a fi nancial crisis in the United States?

On March 28, 1854, Britain and France declared war on Russia. To satisfy 
Austria and avoid having that country also enter the war, Russia evacuated the 
Danubian principalities and Austrian forces moved in. 

In June 1854, the British and French fl eets transported the Allied expedition-
ary forces to Varna, Bulgaria, in support of the Ott oman operations on the Dan-
ube; in September they again transported the armies, this time to the Crimea.

Three hundred and sixty ships sailed in seven columns, each steamer towing 
two sailing vessels. As the war developed, France ended up deploying 300,000 
troops and Britain some 100,000 troops to the Crimea. In parallel, Austria de-
ployed 280,000 troops in Romania and, of course, the Russians mobilized close to 
900,000 troops and directly deployed more than 300,000 troops in the Crimea.

It is easily understood that a concentration of more than a million troops in or 
near the Crimea meant an enormous eff ort in the days when England and France 
had 17 and 35 million inhabitants, respectively (the United States had 27 million). 
England participated with fewer troops than France, but was responsible for the 
transportation to the war theaters. The U.K. government requisitioned, for in-
stance, most of the modern steamships owned by P&O, thereby pulling them out 
of transportation to Australia (with its big gold discoveries) and creating hard-
ship for new sett lers and immigrants.  

This, of course, increased shipping rates, but also meant higher prices for 
grain and food, costs of ammunition, military hardware, clothes and much more. 

It created vast opportunities and higher income for raw material export-
ing countries, grain producers and shipping. Both in the United States and in 

Figure 3. Map of the Crimean War theatre.
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countries including Norway, an economic boom 
followed. 

The Treaty of Paris, signed on March 30, 1856, meant 
the end of the Crimean War. The treaty guaranteed the 
integrity of Ott oman Turkey and obliged Russia to sur-
render southern Bessarabia, at the mouth of the Dan-
ube. The Black Sea was neutralized, and the Danube 
River was opened to the shipping of all nations.

The Treaty also marked a turning point for 
American commerce. Between 1854 and 1856, the 
war had interrupted Russian grain exports to Europe 
and increased the demand for wheat in the American 
West. The greater demand for American crops had 
increased wheat prices and facilitated the infl ow of 
migration to the West. 

When the Crimean War ended, Europeans reduced the demand for American 
wheat, an experience that reduced prices and profi ts for American farmers. 

The story of the New York cover
The cover was in the collection of the late Einar Lundström, the Swedish 

stamp dealer and issuer of the Facit catalogue. This cover was one of the key 
items of Mr. Lundstrøm’s Grand Prix collection at Hafnia 1976, exhibited under 
the name Per Fossum.

Lundstrøm had acquired the cover, together with other spectacular items, from 
the legendary Norwegian-born industrialist and collector Lars Amundsen (Figure 
4) before his other stamps were auctioned by Stanley Gibbons during 1967-72. 

Mr. Lundström made a deal with Stanley Gibbons to acquire all of Lars 
Amundsen’s Norwegian items and, in return, sold his well-known Stockholm 
stamp business ”Frimärkshuset” to Stanley Gibbons. Lundström told this story at 
a meeting of the Oslo Philatelic Society in the mid-1970s. I also had the opportu-
nity to see his collection at the Court of Honor at Norwex ’80, where the Ameri-
ca-lett er was eye-catching. I also had lunch with Mr. Lundstrøm in Stockholm in 
1983, I believe, where he described his transactions with Stanley Gibbons. 

Lundstrøm’s main Norway material (under the name Per Fossum) was sold 
in March 1984 at an auction held by Ebel in Frankfurt, Germany. 

The cover was bought by the great American Norway collector Jared Richter after 
the auction. His “Vi King” Norway Collection received Large Gold Medals at Amer-
ipex and Stockholmia in 1986 and was sold at the Kjell Germeten auction May 2, 1987. 

What became of Mr. Butenschøn after the Panic? He did prett y well! The 
36-year-old Hans Barthold Butenschøn (1822-70) returned to Europe in 1858 after 
having lived abroad for 15 years. During these years he had spent most of his 
time in the United States, but also in South America and West India. While most 
U.S. investors lost a lot of money in the Panic, he managed to return to Europe as 
a very wealthy man.

Mr. Butenschøn’s success must have been very unusual. One might guess that 
his knowledge of commodities from years in U.S. business made him aware of the 

Figure 4.  Lars Amundsen 
(1889-1974).
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coming problems after the Crimean War and enabled him to steer away from the 
bank failures and, rather by short positions, benefi t from the fall in grain prices.

Butenschøn had a brother who worked as ship owner in Gothenburg, Swe-
den. Therefore it might have been natural that he sett led in this area.

It apparently was quite newsworthy that he – in 1859 – spent US$130,000 
of his amassed wealth to purchase the large estate Aspenäs (Figure 5) outside Go-
thenburg. In subsequent years he spent large additional amounts to improve the 
farmland and refurbish the mansion house. In today’s money, Butenschøn spent 
about $4 million U.S. dollars on the estate. 

For the next six years Mr. Butenschøn lived alone, making the estate one of the 
best-run agricultural properties in the area. In 1865 he married the English woman 
Henriett a Henrique, who was the widow of an old business partner. They had one 
daughter Andrea (Figure 6) who inherited the estate when Mr. Butenschøn died in 
1870, only 48 years old. At this time the estate comprised 
300 acres of cultivated farmland, 17 smaller farms, 110 
cows and 23 horses. 

Andrea B. became a rather famous author and 
translator after publishing the book The Life of a Mogul 
Princess in English. Andrea died in 1948, at the age of 
82. My guess is that the New York lett er was kept by 
her as a family-treasure and was sold after her death to 
Lars Amundsen. 
Sources
1. James L. Huston, The Panic of the 1857 and the Coming of the 
Civil War, Baton Rouge, Louisiana State University Press, 1987.
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimean_War 
3. www.lerumstidning.se/2015/07/en-herrgards-historia/
4. Interviews with Butenschøn family members.

Figure 5. The Aspenäs mansion.

Figure 6. Andrea Buten-
schøn (1866-1948) .
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250-258 CORINPHILA A
26-30 MAY 2020

Highlights from the May 2020 sale
• Great Britain 1840-1910 – The ‘BESANÇON’ Collection (part II)
• British West Indies – The ‘BESANÇON’ Collection (part I)
• British Post Offices Abroad – The ‘Dubois’ Collection (part I)
• South & Central America – The Brian Moorhouse Collection (part III)
• Stamp Issuing Steamship Companies – The Gregory Frantz Collection
• Austrian Post Offices in the Levant – The Werner Schindler Collection
• Austria & Lombardo-Veneto – The ERIVAN Collection (part II)
• Switzerland, incl. Switzerland – The Jack Luder Collection (part VI)

UPU First Day
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Bermuda Revenue and Revenues
Robert Gray

At its January 2020 meeting the British Empire Study Group was treated 
fi rst to a table of Bermuda-related dishes and desserts kindly provided by Joan 
Harmer and then, after the social hour, 
to a presentation by BESG member 
Steve Zirinsky of the current status 
of the post offi  ce in the British Crown 
Colony of Bermuda. 

Steve was recently given access 
to the Bermuda Post Offi  ces and 
the Philatelic Offi  ce to study the 
postal handstamps, tapes and other 
paraphernalia. Each post offi  ce has 
numbers starting at 01 up to maybe 
08. The number 01 is reserved for 
the Philatelic Bureau and the rest 
are distributed; that is where the 
fun starts. Some go missing, some 
get frozen, or declining mail volume 
means some are mothballed. Local 
cancellations, as well as some of 
the auxiliary marks and tape used 
from the Crawl, Devonshire, Flatt s, 
Hamilton, Mangrove Bay, Perot, St. 
Georges, Southampton and Warwick 
post offi  ces were illustrated. Outbound 
international mail is canceled at the 
Bermuda Mail Postal Centre.

In the last 10 years post offi  ces at 
Baileys Bay, Harrington Sound, Paget, 
Somerset Bridge and St. David’s 
have closed. Steve explained that a hiring freeze for post offi  ce employees is in 
place as well, with the number of employees going from 260 to 140. Eventually, 
with its experienced employees retiring, the post offi  ce will have to rely on 
new hires. But who will train them? This is a problem waiting to happen. 
Fewer people are using post offi  ce boxes (maybe 20% of all the PO boxes are 
unused), but package deliveries – like everywhere else – has exploded. This 
is, by the way, one of the reasons that Bermuda has postal codes – so Amazon 
can deliver. The company can deliver only to postal codes. One of the most 
signifi cant functions of the post offi  ce is to collect duties on dutiable goods. 
And most everything is taxed – and expensive. Say you need a screen door for 
your house, the cost of which in the United States is $850. Shipping is $1,500 
and then tax is $850. Not for the faint-hearted.

Bermuda has a long tradition of using postage stamps for both postage and 
fi scal purposes. After 1936, revenue stamps for fi scal use only were issued under 

Steve Zirinsky speaking at the Collectors 
Club.
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KGV, KGVI and QEII. In 1984 Bermuda issued a set of revenue stamps using 
a Hog Penny design with denominations $1-$100. Steve sent a lett er to himself 
using the Hog Penny revenue stamp in combination with a postage stamp 
whose total was the correct postal rate, thus demonstrating that revenue stamps 
are accepted as postage either accidentally or as policy. 

Discovering something of philatelic interest at an operating post offi  ce that 
was previously not recorded is amazing and should be inspirational to all 
philatelists. 

In Bermuda, Steve went to the revenue offi  ce, which is adjacent to the 
main post offi  ce. Looking for any changes since fi rst being printed in 1984, he 
purchased margin examples of diff erent stamps and noticed diff erent printers. 
Subsequently the Philatelic Bureau said, “oh yes, we hooked up the Revenue 
offi  ce with the printer a couple of years ago.” The original printing was done by 
The House of Questa and the reprint by Enschedè.

The selvage margins and markings were diff erent and the perforation 
measurements were slightly diff erent as well (13½ versus 14). Barefoot has been 
alerted.  Figures 1 and 2 illustrate these two printings. 

Above: The fi rst Printing of the $1 Hog Penny by The House of Questa.

Below: The second printing of the same stamp by Enschedè.
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www.davidfeldman.com

David Feldman SA 
59 Route de Chancy
1213 Petit Lancy 1, Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel. +41 (0)22 727 0777 
Email info@davidfeldman.com

Our philatelists are regularly travelling to the US 
Please contact us to make an appointment:
Email: info@davidfeldman.com 

We will have the pleasure to present an incredible auction series at the 
beginning of April dedicated to British Empire with 2 specialised catalogues: 
St Vincent and Mauritius plus a general GB & Commonwealth catalogue. 
Our general auction series will be presented in June and it is still possible to 

access to international markets. Please contact us by phone or email.

British Empire Special Auction
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Malaya’s Timeless Design VIII
Crown Colonies

Lin Yangchen

World's smallest perforation
The coconut defi nitive holds a litt le-known world record. In 1949 they 

were issued with the world’s most closely spaced perforations on the vertical 
sides – 910 holes per meter in SI units, or 18.2 holes every 
two centimeters in philatelic convention. The horizontal 
sides were not far behind: 17.6 holes. The gauge diff erence 
was probably meant to compensate for the diff erence 
in horizontal and vertical tearing strength due to the 
directionality of fi bers in machine-made paper (Harry 
Dagnall comm.). The switch from the long-used perforation 
14 was made midway through the very fi rst batch of 
printings in 1948 (Stanway 2009).

These small perforations never caught on among the 
world's stamps, however. Halewood (2007) described it as 
“hideous”; indeed, larger perforations have a more stamplike 
character. Furthermore, experiments conducted almost a 
century before 
had already 
shown that any 
perforation 
gauging fi ner 
than 15 was too 
fi ne (Easton 
1949). Early 
16-gauge 
perforations 
of the Penny 
Red (bott om 
left) produced 
sheets that came apart 
too easily, prompting the 
authorities to reduce the perforation 
to 14 in 1855 (bott om right).

Yet the Malaya coconut sheets 
did not have this problem. The 
separability of stamps is a function of 
not only inter-hole distance but also 
hole size. While these stamps have the world's 
smallest perforations, the holes themselves 
are remarkably small, with a diameter of 
about 0.55 mm, compared with the usual 1 

part 
ing the 

uce the perforation 
om right).
coconut sheets

problem. The 
mps is a function of 

di b l

World’s smallest 
perforations.

A riot of color.
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mm (Mustacich & 
Lin 2018). This leaves 
ample paper between 
the holes to hold the 
sheet together. It is 
really the ratio of 
inter-hole distance 
to hole size that 
determines ease of 
separation. A smaller 
gauge may actually 
be safer, as there is 
less paper between 
adjacent holes for 
tears to propagate in 
the wrong direction 
and end in a torn 
stamp.

But I was to learn 
that perforation at 
such small scale had 
an unexpected pitfall.

The journey of 
discovery began 
with the 20¢ margin 
block of four shown 
above (enlarged), which landed in my care after a bidding war on eBay. It 
later voyaged across the Pacifi c Ocean to California, where Robert Mustacich 
measured its vital data, and then made the return journey to Malaya where I 
live. The tiny perforations not only deviate from a straight line, but also vary 
in gauge from hole to hole. Other cases of wriggly perforations were reported 
in various coconut defi nitives by Hale (2014, 2016a) and Lin (2015c), but this 
particular block is even messier with mis-registration and mis-centering.

The patt ern of stamp-wise repetition of misaligned holes in the horizontal and 
vertical perforations indicates the use of a single-row comb perforator through 
which the sheet was advanced row by row, a perforation design that had long 
been in use at British stamp-printing fi rms (Simpson & Sargent 2004).

Examination of the perforation irregularities shows that the same comb was 
used on this block as the one used on the stamps of Hale (2014, 2016a) and Brown 
(2019a). The sheet, however, could be fed into the machine head-fi rst or foot-fi rst. 
The material cited above includes examples of both directions.

The use of geometric analysis (Mustacich 2015b), Mustacich & Lin (2018) 
concluded that the irregularities were almost certainly due to imprecise 
manufacturing of the perforator, rather than pins gett ing bent over time, as was 
the prevailing opinion. To accommodate the bent-pin hypothesis, the mating 
holes in the perforator would have had to be implausibly large.
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The digital tracing of 
the perforations shown 
above was made from 
a high-magnifi cation 
scan. Each traced hole 
was least-squares-fi tt ed 
to a circle to yield two 
initial data points, the 
measured radius in μm 
(upper number) and 
the quality of fi t (lower 
number). Irregular hole 
edges give poor quality 
of fi t. The crosshair 
marks the center of the 
fi tt ed circle. For more details, see Mustacich (2015b, on the website). I believe that 
these are the most precise measurements of the perforations ever made.

The faults are not limited 
to the margins, as shown on 
the block and in Hale (2016a). 
Wider blocks – or ideally entire 
sheets – will reveal whether 
the irregularities extend farther 
towards the middle of the comb. 
For unknown reasons, the 
vertical perforations seem more 
prone to irregularities than do 
the horizontal ones.

Philosophical transactions of Mustacich & Lin (2018).

The world’s smallest perforation has suff ered from other ailments, such 
as missing holes due to a lost or broken pin (above and inset). Yet it 
proved its worth through actual use in a high-volume defi nitive series.

T
a
p

Right: A rare preprint-
ing paper crease, 
showing ink spread 
out along the raised 
right-side fringe due 
to extra pressure from 
the printing plate. The 
stamp is marginally 
wider than normal. 
The black wavy lines 
intersect the white 
crease in a pleas-
ing overlay of elements of modern art. Because 
the crease opened out after the stamp was used, it 
doesn’t appear to have aff ected the perforations.
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So, it turns out that the small perforation made it hard to drill holes in a 
straight line.

[Editor’s Note: This is the eighth 
of several installments by Yangchen 
on his deeply specialized interest 
in the extremely diverse Coconut 
defi nitives of Malaya. He has not 
only studied these stamps from 
virtually every aspect for years, 
he also has exhibited, including at 
World Stamp Exhibition 2015 in 
Singapore. His exhibit, The Stamp 
That Took Malaya by Storm – 
Graphic Design and Diversifi ca-
tion, refl ects only a small portion 
of Yangchen’s extensive study of these stamps, but has relevance to virtually anyone 
considering the evolution and study of a specifi c stamp design. His entire study, includ-
ing updates, as more information becomes available, appears on his personal website, 
www.linyangchen.com/philately. His extensive list of references is found on his web-
site as well: www.linyangchen.com/Malaya-stamp-literature.]

Note: The next installment of this ongoing and important series will continue 
with the Crown Colonies era, leading with various Malaya perfi ns.

Right: A subtle de-
sign tweak accompa-
nied the introduction 
of the tiny perfo-
ration. The outer 
rectangular frame 
was thinned down 
to the same weight 
as the inner frame, 
but for some values 
only. The change was 
later made universal 
in the Malay states 
coconut defi nitives. Malacca itself (see postmark) 
has an especially colorful history, having gone 
through Malay, Portuguese, Dutch, British and 
Japanese rule.

Did you know...
...that there are many CC

meeting presentations available
to members on our website?

www.collectorsclub.org

You don't have to live in Manhattan 
to be an active, involved and happy 

member of the Collectors Club.
This is just one of the many, many 

member resources available to you!
Please spend some time exploring 

this great Club website!

You'll be glad you did...
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THE BOLAFFI AUCTION GROUP

Serving collectors across the world 
Since its foundation in 1890, Bolaffi has been managaged by four generaatit onnss ofo  
the same family. In 2018 the Group expanded into Spaipain and Great Britainin thrrououo ghg  
the purchase of Soler y Llach and Harmers of London. Thishis expansion was
designed to allow all group companies to better serve their dr domestic and
international clients across Europe and beyond.
Now, as in the past, the Bolaffi Auction Group is committed to provroviding
the highest quality of expertise and customer service to its clients in bn both
the stamp and coin markets, where it is a global leader.
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What’s That I See on the Board?
By Larry Haber

Some years ago, we began a project off ering collectors the opportunity to 
commemorate special philatelic items dear to them on a multi-positional plaque 
on the second fl oor of the Clubhouse. Think of it as a “micro-exhibit,” one item, 
very special to the collector. 

Some months ago, we began a new project to highlight some of these special 
items in the pages of the Collectors Club Philatelist. Our goal is to help bett er un-
derstand the item, why it was selected for display and provide some background 
on the collector.

Bruce Marsden 
What is this item?

This postcard is franked with a 10-centime stamp bearing a bust of Helve-
tia, an allegorical fi gure frequently used as symbol of Switz erland. The frank-
ing properly covered the cost of postage from Switz erland to Milan, Italy. But, 
the real att raction of the card is the presence of the Italian-language version of 
the 1912 Pro Juventute forerunner. Issued in the three national languages, this 
Italian version is tied to the postcard. Technically, this forerunner, despite the 
10-centime cost to the sender, was not valid for postage on its own, hence the 
Helvetia stamp was required.

Why did I select it for display at the Collectors Club?
The 1912 Pro Juventute forerunners were produced in three diff erent lan-

guage editions for each of the three principal languages spoken in Switz erland: 
German, French and Italian – in quantities roughly representative of the domi-
nance of each language. Since Italian is the least-frequently spoken of the three 
languages (approximately 8%), fewer of the Italian forerunners were produced 
than were of the German or French editions. 

 Furthermore, proportionately more of the Italian forerunner stamps were 
saved unused for collectors so uses are scarcer still. And, most used forerunners 
were placed on mail going to internal Swiss destinations. This card was mailed 
from the very small village of Bedigliora in Canton Ticino, with the 10¢ Helvetia 
defi nitive paying the correct international postcard rate to Milan, Italy. While 
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other examples of the Italian forerunner used to Italy can be expected, this is the 
only example I have seen.

Who am I philatelically?
Bruce Marsden began collecting stamps upon his receipt of a stamp collecting 

kit from his Aunt Bett y for his eighth birthday. While he still maintains a world-
wide collection, Marsden’s principal collecting interests are in general Swiss 
philately and thematic collections centered on tourism and the Alps. He has won 
national gold medals for a single-frame exhibit of Switz erland Pro Juventute fore-
runners and fi rst issue and for his multi-frame exhibits of Switz erland’s 1949 En-
gineering and Landscapes issue and for the thematic exhibit, A Trip to the Alps.

 Bruce has served as treasurer, American Helvetia Philatelic Society, trustee 
and treasurer of American Philatelic Research Library and is currently treasurer 
for the American Philatelic Society. At diff erent times, Bruce also served as presi-
dent of the East Bay Collectors Club, the Peninsula Stamp Club and the Collec-
tors Club.

About the Collectors Club Centennial plaque: If you would like to place your 
item on this very special display board in the Clubhouse, some spots are still 
available. To further explore this opportunity, please contact Larry Haber at 
info@collectorsclub.org. 

Invite a collector to come to 
the Collectors Club with you.

You never know who may be the next Alfred Lichtenstein!



108 www.collectorsclub.org                       March-April 2020

The Provenance of the Collectors Club’s 
Cattle in Storm Engraving

By K. David Steidley, Ph.D.
Chairman, Archival and Historical Committee

For some decades, a large print that some call Western Catt le in Storm, but 
properly titled The Vanguard (Figure 1) has graced the social room of the Col-
lectors Club in the front room of the second fl oor (Figure 2). This print was a 
popular English parlor picture in the late 19th century. Our print has the unusual 
feature of an affi  xed, uncanceled example of the $1 value of the Trans-Mississippi 
issue of 1898 in the lower-right corner (Figure 3). My quest to fi nd the prov-
enance of this print has been rewarded, but the readers of this journal may well 
have additional information.

In 1878 John A. MacWhirter (1839-1911), a well-known Scott ish painter, fi rst 
displayed his large oil painting of Scott ish catt le in a storm titled The Vanguard. 
In 1887, the London publisher Robert Dunthorne had Colin W. Murray execute 
a steel engraving of this painting.1 The engraving proved popular and there are 
minor variations of this print. By 1898 the original oil was owned by a prominent 
art collector, Lord Blythewood of Glasgow. And now trouble began.

As R. Ostrander Smith at the Bureau of Engraving & Printing cast about for 
design ideas for the Trans-Mississippi issue, he found the calendar of Clay, Rob-
inson & Co., a catt le broker, located at various major stockyards.2  This company 
used the The Vanguard engraving on its bill heads and calendars. Smith liked the 

Figure 1. The Vanguard print at the Collectors Club (photo courtesy of M. Healey). Stamp in 
lower-right corner.
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image and he borrowed a print to copy, assuming it was in the public domain. 
After release of the stamp and learning of Lord Blythewood’s ownership, the 
post offi  ce department sent a formal apology via the British ambassador. As a 
token, they also sent a die proof of the $1 value, which was later donated to the 
Royal Philatelic Society London.3

Before you rush out to buy a print for your stamp den, you should know that 
the popularity of the engraving generated another engraving in 1898, this time 
by Edward J. Dillon, now titled Western Catt le in Storm. The engraving is not as 
detailed as the original and – to my eye – is inferior to the original. 

Both prints, The Vanguard and Western Catt le in Storm, are occasionally 
seen at auction/sale in the art marketplace. What is unusual to fi nd are The 
Vanguard prints with the stamp affi  xed in the corner. As this position varies 
slightly (Figure 4), one has the opportunity to distinguish between them. One 
copy of the print is owned by the Royal Philatelic Society London that rotates 
it with the rest of 
the organization’s 
artwork. At one 
point it was located 
above the urinal in 
the men’s toilet! In 
addition to stamped 
prints owned by the 
Royal and the Club, 
I have located others 
at auction4 and one 

Figure 3. The $1 value of 
the Trans-Mississippi Issue 
(Scott No. 292).

Figure 2. The front room on the second fl oor of the Collectors Club.
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on eBay about fi ve 
years ago.

In a 1939 Club 
publication,5 there 
was a comment that 
“Western Catt le in a 
Storm” [sic] hung in the 
‘lounge.’”  This com-
ment explains why my 
queries to longtime 
Club members always 
brought the comment 
that it has always been 
there. In an unlikely 
source, it is revealed 
that our copy of the print – unframed at the time – was given to us by Stanley M. 
Castle in June 1899.6 As such, it is the oldest archival item owned by the Club. 
Given the fact the Club has moved seven times since 1898, it is a minor miracle 
the print is still with us.

 A resident of Birmingham, Castle owned one of the fi nest U.S. collections of his 
time in the United Kingdom, which included fi ne examples of the 1869 inverts. His 
father was an active member of the Royal for many decades and was at one time 
president. Castle is noted for his service in 1900 in the Second Boer War with the 
4th Batt alion of Royal Scott ish Rifl es. Later in life he retired with the rank of Lt. Col. 

Mr. Castle also gave a print at the same time to the Royal. Given that Castle 
was a man of means and collected U.S. stamps, I assume that he affi  xed the 
stamp to both donated prints.

My thanks to Juliet Turk, Museum Curator, at the Royal for her help. 
References:

1. George B. Sloan, The Stamp Specialist, Vol. 1, Part I, 1939, pp. 28-29, but also on the web 
(part of the APRL collection).

2. Brookman, L.G., The United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, Vol. III, Lindquist 
Publications, Inc., New York, pp. 186-188.

3. Robert A. Sigel Auction Galleries, Inc., Sale 1056, Nov. 6, 2013, New York, Page 4.
4. “Engravings and Prints,” The Collectors Club Bulletin, No. 3, March, 1938, New York, Page 9.
5. Minutes of the Collectors Club, The London Philatelist, Vol. VIII, No. 91, July, 1899, London, 

Page 199. 

Figure 4. Detail of the Royal Philatelic Society London’s copy of The Van-
guard print. Stamp is in lower-left corner.

Keep up to date with what’s happening in your club:
www.collectorsclub.org

Our online resources are timely, helpful, interesting 
and informative.

Please spend some time in exploration!
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At the Clubhouse
Meeting of June 5, 2019
Zeppelin fl ights to South America, 1932-37
James Graue, Valleyford, Wash.

The fascinating history of Zeppelin airmail to South America in the 1930s was 
the subject of Jim Graue’s presentation at the Collectors Club on June 5, 2019. 

Graue, together with his partner, Vickie Can-
fi eld Peters, is heavily involved in running the 
American Air Mail Society and editing its Air-
post Journal. He is also the editor-in-chief of the 
American Air Mail Catalog, an expert on catapult 
mail and a philatelic judge. He has collected 
Zeppelin postal history for about 60 years.

German interest in fl ying to South America 
originated in 1920, on account of the substantial 
number of ethnic Germans who emigrated there 
before and after World War I. The pioneering 
Zeppelin fl ight there took place in 1930, and com-
mercial service to Brazil took off  in 1932. It lasted 
until 1937, when the explosion of the Hindenburg 
brought the service to a sudden end.

Under a revenue-sharing agreement with 
the Reichspost, as the German postal service 
was then called, the Zeppelin corporation was 
allowed to keep 5/6 of the substantial postage 
fees charged to those sending mail via its enormous dirigibles, beginning in 
1931. The business of carrying philatelic mail proved extremely lucrative and 
subsidized a major portion of the fl ights’ operating costs.

Mail due to be carried on the Zeppelin fl ights had to fi rst be sent in a separate 
envelope, known as a carrier cover, to the airships’ home base at Friedrichshafen, 
on Lake Constance in southern Germany. Few of these carrier covers survive, but 
Graue showed an example, along with a cover erroneously made up as both a 
carrier and fl ight cover in one.

Sometimes, covers arrived too late to get on a Zeppelin fl ight, and had to 
catch up en route via a connecting fl ight. One of these “Anschlussfl ug” covers 
was also shown.

Philatelic mail carried back to Friedrichshafen would then be put into another 
envelope and forwarded – for a fee – by regular mail to its fi nal destination.

A certain portion of the mail sent on the South America fl ights was ultimately 
addressed somewhere altogether diff erent, and could end up taking quite a 
while to reach its fi nal destination. This led to some chaos in the postal system, so 
an att empt was made to restrict acceptance of mail for the Zeppelin fl ights to just 
seven South American destination countries. In practice, however, highly franked 
mail to faraway places would be accepted regardless.

Jim Graue spoke June 5, 2019, at the Col-
lectors Club on South American Zeppelin 
fl ights of 1932-37. He has collected Zep-
pelin postal history for 60 years.
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Mail to an 
addressee in 
South America 
could have a 
reply carried on 
the Zeppelin’s 
return fl ight. 
The airship 
would wait 
four days before departing, and recipients would be advised of this reply oppor-
tunity with special advisory handstamps on some covers.

The fi rst handful of fl ights to South America terminated in Recife, on the 
coast of Brazil. Waiting four days in the tropical rainy season proved problem-
atic, however, as the rains could be torrential, and the waterlogged skin of the 
airship would make it too heavy to fl y. The solution was to continue fl ying 
down to Rio de Janeiro and back, carrying yet more mail. This proved popular 
with passengers, too, as there was far more to see and do in Rio than in Recife 
or Pernambuco, and catching a connecting fl ight someplace in a small, uncom-
fortable airplane compared unfavorably to remaining in the luxurious comfort 
on board the Zeppelin.

As the Zeppelin fl ights became more frequent throughout the 1930s – at 
their peak, they ran more than 20 fl ights a year – the air mail service they pro-
vided competed with that of other nations, such as France. They also expand-
ed to the United States, although weather on the North Atlantic crossing was 
always a challenge. 

Studying the rates of this period is especially fascinating. Inadvertently short-
paid covers would give rise to a bill being sent to the recipient’s home post offi  ce 
to collect the amount due. Graue also showed an example of an overpaid cover, 
from which the sender received a 1-mark rebate, with a handwritt en note to that 
eff ect below one of the stamps. Refunds were also considered to be payable if a 
given piece of mail could have reached its destination faster by ground transport 
than via Zeppelin. As a luxury operation, Zeppelin management sought to pro-
vide top-notch customer service.

Another remarkable 1934 cover bore a sender’s explicit endorsement that it 
should travel to Uruguay with Air France. However, the lett er was diverted at 
Frankfurt and sent on the Zeppelin instead. 

This turned out to be a foretaste of what would happen the following year, 
when Zeppelin (and Deutsche Lufthansa) would cooperate and alternate week-
ly fl ights to South America. By this time, fi xed-wing aircraft had become faster 

An overpaid cover 
carried on a 1934 
Zeppelin fl ight. A 
penciled notation 
under the left-most 
stamp indicates that 
the sender is due a 
1 Rm refund for the 
overpayment.



113Volume 99, Number 2Collectors Club Philatelist

and more reliable 
than the Zeppelins, 
and an increas-
ing portion of 
the mail was 
catching up with 
the Zeppelin via 
airplane in places 
such as Spain and 
Morocco.

But the di-
rigibles were 
gradually being 
edged out of the 
air mail business, 
and not just by 
technological 
progress: civil 
war in Spain dis-
rupted service, 
and the fatal blow came with the infamous accident at Lakehurst, N.J.

Graue concluded by showing some interesting covers mailed on board by 
passengers and crew. In many cases, the items showed some anomaly, such 
as a post-dated favor cancel, that underscored the degree to which customer 
service was the watchword for postal operations aboard the Zeppelin. One of 
the most unusual covers was an “ocean lett er,” a missive dictated over radio 
by a passing ship and then carried by the Zeppelin back to the place the pass-
ing ship had originated from. Such covers are extremely scarce.

In total, there were 55 commercial Zeppelin fl ights between 1932 and 1937, 
and their legacy is a wealth of philatelic material that continues to reward careful 
collecting and study.

— Matt hew Healey

Right: An early cover from 
1930 that made a connec-
tion in Spain with a Zep-
pelin bound for Brazil.

Below right: During 1932 
and 1933, Zeppelins were 
regarded as ships, rather 
than aircraft. As this 
August 1933 fl ight headed 
north, it picked up a radio 
message from a south-
bound ship and delivered 
it back to Europe in the 
form of a letter, known as 
an “Oceanbrief.”
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Book Reviews
United States Possessions: Postage Due Stamps and Covers, by Harry K. Charles, Jr. and Clarke 

Yarbrough, 348 pages, 6 ¼ by 9 ¼ inches, hardbound, dust jacket, United States Stamp Society, Joliet, 
Ill, 2019. ISBN 0-930412-35-4, $39 postpaid to U.S. addresses ($34 for USSS members), from United 
States Stamp Society, PO Box 3508, Joliet IL 60434-3508 or www.usstamps.org.

The authors draw on their significant postage due collections in preparing 
this joint publication. Charles is a noted author and exhibitor of U.S. back-of-
the-book material. The introductory chapter provides an overview of the stamps 
described in greater detail throughout the book. Included are identifying images 
of the postage due stamps of Cuba, Danish West Indies, Puerto Rico, Canal Zone 
and the Philippines.

The next two chapters address postage dues of Cuba – first while under U.S. 
military rule 1898-1902, followed by the Republic of Cuba. To protect the United 

Our Library Needs Your Talents!
The Collectors Club building houses one of the world’s great philatelic librar-

ies. It provides access to books, pamphlets and periodicals that support both the 
beginner and the more sophisticated collector. The Library Committ ee, Allen 
Hoff man, Miklos Pinther and Bob Gray, and the Collectors Club Librarian, An-
drea Matura, have been working diligently to make our library more presentable 
and usable. The Reading Room and the Periodical Collection are in great shape, 
but there is a lot more work to be done.  We have a few projects that can really 
use your talents.

Restoring our auction catalog collection: The third fl oor of the Collectors 
Club building houses one of the world’s largest philatelic auction catalog collec-
tions. These catalogs hold an enormous amount of philatelic information useful 
for determining provenance, valuation and other philatelic research. The collec-
tion needs considerable eff ort to make it more accessible. This has to be a team 
eff ort and we are looking for several volunteers. 

Cataloging books, periodicals and other material: This involves computer 
data entry to catalog books, periodicals and other material. Whether you can do 
a litt le or a lot, your work is important to the club’s library and to its connection 
with the Philatelic Union library. This is drop- in work where you can spend an 
hour or day and help with this ongoing task. 

Grant application: The library could benefi t greatly from a grant for digitiz-
ing some of our rare and fragile documents. If you have some experience in this 
area, this would be of considerable help. 

If you can donate some time to the library, please contact the Library Com-
mitt ee at robertgray@me.com or the Collectors Club Librarian, Andrea Matura at 
readingroom@collectorsclub.org. 
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States’ export/import interests with Cuba, the U.S. 
military intervened in Spain’s weak control of 
the island. America confronted Spain, triggered 
with the sinking of the battleship USS Maine in 
Havana Harbor in 1898. After a short war, Spain 
lost control of Cuba, Guam, Puerto Rico and the 
Philippines.

Under military rule the United States used 
its own stamps, overprinted and surcharged, 
including postage due issues. In August 1899 
the postage due stamps were introduced in 
Cuba. Varieties and errors of the overprinted 
stamps are described and data tables record both 
original Scott U.S. and Cuba catalog numbers, 
plate numbers, quantities shipped and delivery 
schedules. Special printings and specimen 
overprints are described as well as use on covers.

As the Republic of Cuba began to emerge, the U.S. Bureau of Engraving 
& Printing supplied new stamps with designs specified by Cuba. The authors 
show the proofs and issued stamps in a set of five values, and released in 
three different series. Examples are seen on cover together with various due 
postal markings.

The former Danish West Indies issued its own postage due stamps beginning 
in 1901, followed by a second series in 1906. Details of the stamps are tabulated and 
some examples shown on cover. When the United States took over administration 
of the islands in 1917, it began using precanceled U.S. postage due stamps.

Similar to the arrangements in Cuba, the United States provided a 
provisional mail service in Puerto Rico under military rule. Regular and postage 
due stamps were overprinted “Puerto Rico” for use on the island. Printing details 
and covers are described and illustrated. These issues also exist in a special 
printing and with “Specimen” overprints. After a short period, normal U.S. 
postage due stamps were used, replacing the overprinted series.

In contrast to the aforementioned three territories, the Canal Zone did 
not issue normal postage due stamps until 1914. Before then, provisional and 
precanceled postage due stamps were issued around 1907. Those stamps are 
quite rare, both on and off cover.

The first regular Canal Zone dues appeared in 1914 and were overprinted 
U.S. postage due stamps. The following year Panama released its own 
postage dues for use in the Canal Zone. Four denominations appeared, 
printed by the American Bank Note Co. These were rapidly depleted and 
then replaced by Panama due stamps surcharged in red in 1915, with a fourth 
surcharged series released in 1919.

A separate chapter deals with three more series of Canal Zone dues issued in 
1924 and 1925. For these stamps Canal Zone resorted to overprinted U.S. postage 
due and regular issues. Tables again record printing and shipping details, 
quantities issued, plate numbers and more.
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A third chapter on Canal Zone issues provides details of the 8th and 9th 
series. Around 1929 the territory decided to issue its own series of due stamps. 
However, before the stamps could be designed, approved and released, an 
interim series was needed. Attempts to use C.Z. overprinted Fourth Bureau 
issues and postage dues led to discarding them because of poor quality. 

Instead, the 8th series was created by overprinting and surcharging regular 
Canal Zone postage stamps. A major error of the Gaillard Cut with missing 
“Postage Due” and other printing freaks are known. Finally, the 9th series of C.Z. 
dues appeared during 1932-41, with designs incorporating the words “Postage 
Due.” This set of five values is known as the Permanent series. Again, printing 
details and on-cover examples are shown.

Three more chapters are devoted to the three series of Philippine dues. 
The first series is again covered in detail by the authors, showing overprints 
that include “Specimen” and “Ultramar” examples. Covers bearing the first 
series of dues are more plentiful than those of Cuba and Puerto Rico. Hence a 
separate chapter dwells on this series on cover and includes a first-day cover of 
J1 postmarked at Manila on Sept. 5, 1902. Quite a few covers are also known with 
connection to the Manila quarantine office, likely due to the cholera epidemic 
during 1902.

The second series, consisting of seven stamps with its own Philippines 
design, was printed by the Bureau of Engraving & Printing in 1928. They are 
treated as the other possessions’ postage dues with data and examples on 
cover. In 1937 the 4 centavos value of that set was overprinted “3 cvos. 3” for a 
specialized use. They were not available for ordinary mail use, but instead were 
sold to firms to apply to business-reply postcards and envelopes.

In May 1942 the Philippines fell to Japan. The Japanese removed references 
to the United States of America and did so on Philippines regular issues by 
overprinting with large black bars. A provisional postage due stamp was created 
by using the 3 cvos business-reply stamps and obliterating “United States of 
America” with a heavy, dark blue bar. In December 1944 the regular and postage 
due second series were overprinted “VIC TORY” with a space in the word.

The Philippines became an independent republic in July 1946. The third 
series of postage dues appeared in October 1947, printed by the American Bank 
Note Co. and consisting of four values. The authors show large die proofs and 
the issued stamps.

Chapter 12 addresses postage due uses in other possessions, including 
Alaska, Guam, Hawaii, Midway, Shanghai and the Caroline Islands. Normal 
U.S. postage due stamps were used as well as precanceled ones. Uses in these 
territories are confirmed with clear postmarks.

Several appendices conclude this treatise on postage dues and their use in the 
United States possessions. Topics covered include the evolution of postage dues 
in the United States, the 1899 overprinted U.S. regular issues for use in Cuba, the 
distinguishing features of the Cuba Republic issue by the Bureau of Engraving 
& Printing and the American Bank Note Co., the Filipino Revolutionary 
Government stamps of 1898-99 and a census of 54 covers with Philippines J1 
postage due used briefly from Sept. 5-19, 1902, when there was a shortage of 
regular 1¢ stamps.
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A general bibliography and index complete this detailed study of postage 
due stamps used in the possessions. More importantly, each chapter ends with 
references and endnotes pertaining to the topic just discussed. The illustrations 
of stamps, markings and covers are of good quality. One interesting aspect of the 
cover illustrations, which may be useful to some readers, is that the dimensions 
of the covers (width and height) are listed in millimeters in the captions.

This well-documented and exhaustive study will serve collectors of these 
issues for many years to come. 

– Alan Warren

British Printed Papers by Post 1836 to 1876 by Gavin Fryer RDP FRPSL, Winchester, United 

Kingdom: The Stuart Rossiter Trust, 2018. Hardbound with dust jacket, 29 by 22 cm, xxiv + 

744 pp, color illustrated, price £50 + postage, available from the publisher, John Jackson, 17 

Cambridge Avenue, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire LE13 0AA, United Kingdom, by email, 

john.w.jackson@care4free.net, www.rossitertrust.com. ISBN 978-1-908710-05-5.

For a long time the Stuart Rossiter Trust has proven to be a fruitful hotbed of 
innovative and intriguing researches – just take 
a glance at the titles published in the past. Its 
meritorious activities supporting authors in their 
research are an invaluable incentive.

This monumental book, paradigm of the SRT 
activities, is by one of the most devoted British 
postal historians. Fryer wrote, for instance, two 
fundamental works, The Reform of the Post Office 
in the Victorian Era and Its Impact on Economic and 
Social Activity (co-authored with Clive Akerman) 
and Blindman's Mail: How the Blind Have Been 
Served By the Post. Both represent something 
that goes well beyond postal history, as it is 
commonly considered and, in my opinion, this 
book, too, follows a similar approach.

Printed papers played a role in society even 
more important than letters. Their impact 
indeed might affect people, surely more than a one-to-one relationship; examples 
include books, voting papers, newspapers, parliamentary papers, market reports 
and so on. There is such a variety of mail needed to be handled by the postal 
service differently from letters, postcards and parcels. Therefore, an analysis of 
the various systems arranged by the General Post Office was quite necessary, 
since comprehensive and detailed references did not exist, as the thorough 
bibliography at the end of the book shows. A study of primary sources was as 
important as ever.

A diversity of postal objects (i.e. services) meant problems, since unclear 
regulations were prospective causes for chaos and, unavoidably, abuses. 
These and the solutions are all properly and thoroughly described in the 12 
chapters, along with excerpts from official sources and tables of domestic 
and foreign postal rates, which were clearly different according to the type of 
correspondence. The difficulties were mainly three, as the author states in the 
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introduction: the franchise for Members of Parliament to send letters by post up 
to one ounce, the government’s reluctance to permit the general public to become 
aware of news of its decisions, the transmission by post of newspapers and 
patterns of paper and fabric. 

In the first chapter, Fryer starts his investigation with an overview about the 
establishment of the postal service in England and the foundation of the General 
Post Office in 1656. In the following chapters he arrives at the core of the book, 
namely the period 1836-76, when the changes in the postal service and their 
effects were so important that a continuous compliance was rather mandatory. 
Chapter 2 describes the franking privileges, focusing on the abuses perpetrated 
by the Members of Parliament. Chapter 3 considers parliamentary franking with 
tables of rates for printed votes and proceedings (1660-1870), and for petitions 
to the parliament or the monarch (1814-40). The tax on knowledge (imposed 
on newspapers in 1712) is considered in the fourth chapter, regarding the 18th 
century, while 19th-century newspapers and their treatment are dealt with in 
Chapter 5, with specific attention being paid to postal rates to foreign countries 
and handstruck markings applied to newspapers. The sixth chapter considers 
“prices current” and the following one items related to elections, notices of 
objections and summonses. Chapter 8 deals with ecclesial proceedings and 
charity letters; the ninth discusses printed papers and packets.

In 1848 a new postal service devoted to books began; Book Post is described 
in the 10th chapter, with postal rates to Europe and overseas by different routes. 
Patterns and samples of merchandise are shown in Chapter 11 and the final 
chapter discusses some ancillary services, such as armed forces, bankers’ parcels, 
coin letters, meteorology, fragile handle with care, diplomatic mail and others. 
Eight appendices cover about 120 pages. They are not to be considered a loss 
of space; on the contrary, they provide readers useful data and further in-depth 
analysis.

Binding and layout are unexceptionable. At a price that is really a bargain, 
collectors will have the chance to investigate postal history from another 
perspective, along paths rarely frequented. Or, at least, not so much as these 
paths deserve and, hopefully, provides starting points for new collections and 
studies, applicable, why not, to other countries.

– Luca Lavagnino
Cutrofi ano: un pò di storia...anche postale (Cutrofi ano: a bit of history...and postal history 

too) by Gianni Vitale, Cutrofi ano 2019, perfect bound, color cover, 128 pages (A4), illustrations 

throughout, many in color, in Italian. Bibliography, footnotes and index; available from the 

author (dr.giannivitale@gmail.com) against a donation to a charity (Caritas).

Cutrofiano is a town in the province of Lecce (Apulia region); its history dates 
back to the days of the Roman Empire and its name is partly Greek in origin, 
due to the great influence that civilization had on the southern regions of the 
peninsula. In fact, more than half of the town’s name refers to the watered-down 
vernacular term referring to the production of ceramics, “cutrubu.”

The author is very much aware that the bibliography on the history of his 
town is understandably rather limited and that the postal history aspects are 
virtually virgin territory. Therefore, he spends quite a few pages to give an 
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updated, well-researched background on the 
historical aspects and then goes on to postal 
history.

After the 1861 unification of Italy, the Apulia 
region was created and Cutrofiano slowly 
benefitted from the progressive approach of 
the Kingdom of Italy. In 1862 the new kingdom 
approved a postal reform that granted to all 
municipalities a post office by 1873 – easier said 
than done.

Funds for the establishment of a modern post 
office were approved in 1877 to respond to the 
needs of a population that was slowly, but surely, 
growing. As the new century was approaching, 
Cutrofiano’s population had gone from the 3,000 
of the 1870s, to the 4,214 of 1900 (nowadays the 
population is almost 9,000). Prior to 1878, Cutrofiano had a rural post office; 
incoming mail was routed to the district post office of Galatina, from whence it 
was entrusted to a postman who delivered it to Cutrofiano. The local postman 
handed over to the Galatina courier the outgoing mail, after which he sorted 
out the mail that had arrived and delivered it door-to-door and at the same time 
collected any outgoing mail.

Finally, in 1878, Cutrofiano was postally elevated to second-class post office 
and – as such – it 
could process a wider 
range of services 
including postal money 
orders and telegrams. 
It also received a 
circular date-stamp 
(CDS) and a circle 
and horizontal solid 

bars “3207” numeral postmark to obliterate stamps (please see related image 
nearby). Telegrams were handstamped with an oval mark inscribed “UFFICIO 
TELEGRAFICO / DI / CUTROFIANO.”

The author discusses all the local postmasters and illustrates all local 
postmarks up to the 1980s and, as a complement to his book, he proudly includes 
a chapter on the production of artisan ceramics, which has been traced back to 
the 1500s in modern times. Another captivating chapter is devoted to picture 
postcards – a veritable journey down memory lane.

As much as this book cannot be compared to the 1,000 pages of the amazing 
books on the postal history of Verona and Rome, it must be praised as a 
successful attempt to line up all the aspects of Cutrofiano’s history and postal 
history. Those familiar with the postal history of the Apulia region will treasure 
this book. Please contact the author to get more details about obtaining, paying 
for and mailing of this book. All proceeds will benefit Caritas, a local charity.

– Giorgio Migliavacca
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Collectors Club Annual Meeting,
Jan. 8, 2020

The annual membership meeting took place at the Club’s headquarters on 
Wednesday Jan. 8, 2020. Club President Mark E. Banchik called the meeting to 
order and Secretary Matt hew Healey reported a quorum present. Reports of 
the various committ ees were summarized and all Board of Governors motions 
from 2019 were ratifi ed.

Robert Gray, Lawrence Haber, Matt hew Healey, Daniel Ryterband and Wade 
Saadi were re-elected as the Class of 2022. The president thanked them for their 
long years of service and dedication to the Club and welcomed them for their 
next term. Michael Bronner stepped down from the board at the end of 2019.

The full Board now stands as follows:

 Collectors Club Board of Governors:
Class of 2020
• Roger S. Brody
• Joan Harmer
• Louis P. Pataki
• Vincent Cosenza

Class of 2021
• Mark E. Banchik
• Ozan Gurel
• Lawrence J. Hunt
• Stephen Reinhard
• Robert G. Rose

Class of 2022
• Lawrence Haber
• Matt hew Healey
• Robert Gray
• Daniel J. Ryterband
• Wade E. Saadi

Th e offi  cers of the board were elected or re-elected as follows:
President: Lawrence Haber; Vice-President: Joan Harmer; Secretary: Matthew
Healey; Treasurer: Roger S. Brody.
Th e reports of the president and committee chairs were received as follows:

Membership Report, Lawrence J. Hunt
The year 2019 was a good year for membership. Only two members
deceased, and only 17 resigned or let their membership lapse. We
gained a net total of 15 new non-resident members (we dropped one
overseas member). This leaves the Club with a total net gain of 14 for 2019.
Our total membership at the close of 2019 was 716, as opposed to 702 a
year earlier.  

Class 2018 New Resigned/
Lapsed Deceased Change 2019

Resident 162 7 6 1 0 162
Nonresident 371 23 7 1 +15 386
Overseas 169 3 4 0 -1 168
TOTAL 702 33 17 2 +14 716

During 2019, two members passed away. Members were asked to stand while
the names of our lost colleagues were read: Arthur Ullrich, James Pullin.
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President’s Report, Mark Banchik
Th is meeting marks the culmination of my three-year tenure as president 

of the Collectors Club. As noted in annual reports from offi  cers and committee 
chairs, we are in a good position. Th ere are many accomplishments of note, yet 
much still to accomplish.

One of our major successes over the past several years has been recruitment 
and retention of future leadership. We are fortunate in having a depth of legacy 
talent on our board, and have also been able to empower a leadership team going 
forward. We mark a successful step in this ongoing process with a new leadership 
team going forward.

Over the past three years the club has successfully navigated an infl ection 
point. As noted in later reports, our membership numbers are stable. We have 
identifi ed and implemented continuing, stable revenue streams which allow us 
to enhance services such as our library and website. Major capital building im-
provements have been completed, along with continuing cosmetic upgrades as 
identifi ed. Routine maintenance (not “sexy,” but very necessary) has become more 
proactive as our resources have allowed.

Th ere is greater use and enjoyment of our historic Clubhouse by members and 
visitors. We have strengthened relations with key philatelic commercial entities, 
which helps support our building, events and publications. Th e website serves as 
both a local member resource, and as a connection for those who are unable to be 
physically present on meeting nights.

None of this would have been possible without the enthusiastic support of 
fellow board members, volunteers, staff  and membership. Please read the follow-
ing reports. Th ey represent an ongoing commitment for a successful club going 
forward.

Challenges remain, but they are now in the hands of the incoming leadership 
team: culmination of the re-imaging process; eff ective use of social media and so on. 

Don’t forget!
Our library is a great
member resource! 

Online CCNY Library information
is available

www.collectorsclub.org/the-collectors-club-library/
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Volunteers and leadership are key to our progress. Consider how you can be 
involved. We need you going forward!

On a personal note, I appreciate the support and advice from all quarters given 
over the past several years. Th ey have helped our club successfully navigate chal-
lenges and build a stronger base going forward. I wish the incoming leadership 
team ongoing success, while recognizing the many opportunities and needs they 
will undoubtedly face.

2019 Treasurer’s Report, Roger S. Brody
Th e Club’s overall fi nances through year end 2019 improved over the previous 

year. Several factors contributed to this past year’s results, including the expense-
sharing agreement with the Philatelic Foundation and the lower capital expendi-
tures for clubhouse maintenance.

Preliminary operating results for the year 2019 indicate that Income of 
$321,000 from Membership Dues, CCP advertising revenues, Club Activities and 
Investment Income exceeded budget estimates by $24,500. Operating expenditures 
of $342,000 for Facilities Operations, Library, Program activities, CCP and Website 
exceeded budget estimates by an almost equal amount of $25,900.

On the income side, we enjoyed improvement from auction rentals and CCP 
advertising, while experiencing a shortfall in member donations.

On the expense side, reductions in capital expenditures and library ex-
penses were not able to offset increases in operating income, some of which 
included increased CCP editorial and production expenses, operating main-
tenance, club activities and completion cost on the CCP website digitization. 
There was a significant improvement in the $10,000 expended in 2019 for 
Capital Improvements, versus last year’s $67,000 for the completion of the 
fourth and fifth floor renovations. With “this Old House,” maintenance and 
repairs is an ongoing program. Over the past four years we have expended 
$335,000 on capital improvements, which began for the reception of World 
Stamp Show NY2016 and the Philatelic Foundation in 2018. We have made 
enormous enhancements to all five floors and the repair and restoration of 
the building façade.

We have avoided incurring any indebtedness to accomplish these goals, but 
our investment reserves, the income from which support our operating activities, 
naturally, have been impacted. However, due to the strong fi nancial markets this 
past year we enjoyed a 20% investment return. We remain committed to rebuild 
and strengthen our fi nancial structure. For the past two years, we included a 
request for fi nancial support in addition to the annual dues. A similar request has 
been made this year.

We have, once again, retained the auditing fi rm of Baldessari and Coster LLC 
to audit our fi nances and prepare our annual reports and government fi lings. Th e 
results of the audit will be reported in a future issue of the Collectors Club Philatelist.
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Development Report, Lawrence Haber
During 2019, we made very solid progress in aiding the Club via our devel-

opment eff orts. Five spots on the Centennial Plaque were purchased. We also 
had a good number of spots previously purchased upgraded with higher-quality 
material. Our series in the CCP, “What’s Up on the Board,” was begun. In addi-
tion to the positive attribute of adding color to the stories associated with the 
material and their owners, this series, which has been very well received, helps to 
publicize the plaque. We believe this series served as an incentive towards pur-
chase of spots. Beyond the plaque, we were very fortunate to obtain sponsorship 
from H.R. Harmer (GPN) to support the annual Lichtenstein award dinner in 
May. Lastly, the check-off  option on our dues renewal form has continued to be 
successful in making contributions easier for our members.

Library Committee Report, Robert Gray
Volunteers needed: Miklos Pinther, for personal reasons, will be unable to 

continue as a volunteer for the library. We need help – especially for the board 
room and auction catalogs.

New Library Acquisitions: A “new library acquisitions” note has been 
placed in the CCP and should continue as a regular feature whenever we have 
new books to report.
Th e following books have been received:
Buff alo Cinderellas, Th e Gentleman, Th e Huckster and the Pan American Exposition 
(An APS Gold Medal Winning Book), Rick Barrett
China Allied Postal History During the Boxer Rebellion 1900-01, John Patrick Garton
Baltic States Revenues, J. Barefoot Ltd.
New York City Foreign Mail, Th e Collecting and Exhibiting Experience, Nicholas M. 
Kirke (Collectors Club presentation)
Catalog of United States Stamped Envelope Essays and Proofs, Second Edition, Dan 
Undersander, United Postal Stationery Society
Th e Lipmann Postal Card Forerunner from Philadelphia, Robert L. Toal
Collect British Stamps, Stanley Gibbons
Switzerland 1st Edition Stamp Catalogue, Stanley Gibbons

Disposals:
Duplicate copies of US Postmaster General Reports and US Post Offi  ce Guides 

have been donated to American Philatelic Research Library and to the Rocky 
Mountain Philatelic Library. Th ere are a few copies remaining, which will be made 
available to club members at $10 to $20 per volume.

Collectors Club Philatelist Advertising Report, Robert Gray
New ad rates reducing the prepayment discount from 10% to 5% were put 

in place.
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An estimated advertising revenue for 2020 of $47,700 to $51,800 was provided 
to the Collectors Club treasurer. 

New advertisers from the United Kingdom include a quarter-page ad from 
Gerald Bodily and a full-page ad from Stanley Gibbons. Both are for six issues 
prepaid rate.

Spink had previously informed us that it would not be taking six ads as in 
previous years. Th is was a corporate-wide decision to reduce print ad copy. Only 
exceptional auctions will be advertised in print. Reminders will be sent to both the 
Spink London and Spink N.Y. offi  ces for each issue.

Collectors Club Philatelist Editor’s Report, Wayne L. Youngblood
A huge thank you goes to all the advertisers (new and old) that believe in the 

CCP, as well as to Bob Gray, who is our advertising manager and who not only 
solicits new business (as is obvious by the revenue), but keeps existing advertis-
ers and me informed. Th is is pretty rare in philatelic organizations and cannot be 
overly appreciated!

As previously reported, you’ll continue to see a number of both major and 
minor changes to the publication, while maintaining the exoskeleton of the CCP 
tradition. Some of these changes are noticeable; others are not. One of the stated 
goals of current leadership is to give the CCNY – overall – a consistent appearance 
and message across all platforms.

I also need your help. We have a bank of features that consistently runs 
dangerously low. We have been very fortunate to have picked up the Malaya 
Coconut series, as well as several major research pieces by fellow members. 
But we still struggle to fi ll each issue and need your editorial contributions. 
Th ese need not be strictly scholarly features. Th ere is much highly interesting 
material out there – not only in terms of series, uses and postal history – but 
even as individual items that are worthy of sharing with membership. Please 
consider writing a feature soon.

Collector’s Club House Manager’s Report, Lawrence J. Hunt
During calendar year 2019 we were fortunate in that there were no expensive 

major building repairs or system failures. On a positive note, we were able to:
1) Reupholster the 14 chairs in the Board of Governor’s room with attractive 

maroon fabric. Th e work was done in New Jersey at a cost approximately $4,000 
less than the best quote in New York City. (Cost $4,500).

2) We have ordered shaped table pads to protect the table surface in the 
Board of Governor’s offi  ce (cost $371) and through Paris Carra have fabricated a 
shaped glass table top for the same (cost $1,500).

3) Th e glass insert in the iron front gate cracked due to the fact that the glass 
worked its way loose from its mounting screws. We were able to have a new cus-
tom glass insert fabricated, installed and securely mounted (Cost $1,500).
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4) Th e Century Plaque fell from its wall mounting and was re-installed by 
Paris Carra.

5) Paris is working on replacing the locks on the cabinets in the Exhibit Room 
with sturdier locks.

Outreach Report, Wade Saadi
Outreach eff orts during 2019 were excellent, largely due to President Mark 

Banchik’s stewardship. A few highlights:
• Th e Club hosted a table at Sarapex in Sarasota, Fla., and gave a presentation 

at the exhibition, open to all showgoers. A dinner was hosted by Jim Mazepa one 
evening.

• Our website was enhanced and now allows digital access to all issues of the 
Collectors Club Philatelist. Stay tuned for this excellent research tool.

• With continued outreach at events, the Club once again gave a presentation 
at Nojex and arranged a dinner at a Spanish restaurant with amazing food.

• Our 2020 Outreach will be held during the Great American Stamp Show in 
Hartford Conn., this August. Details to follow as they become available.

Technology Report, Joan Harmer
Infrastructure
 • Purchased a new computer for offi  ce aft er failure of old machine.
  o No loss of data.
  o Implemented Off site back-up.
 • Auction House Use.
  o Returning the equipment to the original state is still a challenge.
  o Need to inventory and mark our equipment.
  o Wires cannot be hidden and makes moving diffi  cult.
  ▪ I am looking for recommendations.
 • Possible need to replace library computer.
Social media
 • We are slowly building a social media presence.
 • We are on:

o Facebook
o Linked-in
o Meetup
o Twitter

o Pinterest
o City Socializer
o Instagram
o Group IO

 • Let’s get members to join and dialog.
 • Goal for 2020 is to increase our social media footprint.
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Youth and Adult Stamp Group Report, Debby Friedman
Both groups are meeting regularly with active participants.
Th e Youth Stamp Club met nine times this past year, with 16 registered 

members. At the January 2019 Collectors Club Annual Meeting, one of our 
long-time participants,Th eo Rosenberg, age 12, presented his fi ndings about a 
stampless cover he independently researched. Subsequently the CCP published 
an article he completed about his fi ndings.

Th e Adult group met six times in 2019. We average eight-to-10 attendees.

Awards Committee Report, Stephen Reinhard
Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award for Distinguished Service to Philately:
 John Barwis
Best Program (2019): Nicholas Kirke “Th e Development of NY Foreign
Mail as a Collecting and Exhibiting Experience,” Dec. 4, 2019.
Robert P. Odenweller Award for Best CCP Article (2019): 
Dr. James P. Mazepa, “Baja California Del Sur: 1915 Local Provisional Over-
prints and Coach House Issue,” Issue No. 6, November-December 2019.

One-Frame Exhibition (2019):
Grand Award: Barry K. Schwartz, Th e St. Louis Bears Postmaster’s Provisional Stamps.
Reserve Grand Award: Michael D. Beck, Philippine Islands Special Delivery 
“Running Messenger” Design issue 1906-1946.
Merit Award: Lester Lanphear, III, New South Wales Penalty Mail
Merit Award: Matthew Healey, Th e Stamps that Built the Nanny State
Merit Award: Larry Lyons, Pomeroy’s Letter Express
Merit Award: Roger Brody, Commemorative Issue of 1907 Essays & Proofs
Merit Award: Dr. Vernon R. Morris, Jr., Local Posts of Philadelphia 1843-1861
Friendship Cup: Scott R. Trepel, A Well-Hung Collection

Committee: Stephen Reinhard (Chairman), Mark Banchik, Michael Bronner, 
Matthew Healey, K. David Steidley, Wayne Youngblood.
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Time proven
Showgard® Mounts...

–Showgard Mounts are the choice and
recommendation of experienced collectors.

–For over 25 years Showgard Mounts
have proven perfectly safe for stamps

under every climatic condition in all
parts of the world.

–It is a philatelic fact that collectors
switch to Showgard Mounts as they gain

in experience. It’s a sensible
idea to start and save with Showgard

Mounts. At dealers everywhere.
Available with Dark Display or clear

see-through background.

For Free Sample and Size Gauge
Please Write

 VIDIFORMS CO. INC.
 Showgard House
 115 North Route 9W
 Congers, NY 10920

EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY

If you are looking for outstanding philately

and a matching individual service

please visit my website and

let me know what you are collecting.

PO Box 10 29 40 · 28029 Bremen · Germany

Tel. +49 421 - 79 40 260 · Fax +49 421 - 79 40 261

tn@klassische-philatelie.de

www.klass ische-phi late l ie .de

MEMBER
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415 781 5127 srumsey@rumseyauctions.com visit us at rumseyauctions.com

This specialized collection of Serbia was formed over 60 years ago and is the

finest collection to appear on the market in several decades. The collection

includes both mint and used stamps, multiples, varieties, proofs, essays and

postal history. There are many important items present, including several

pictured in the Rasic handbook. A wonderful opportunity for collectors.

SCHUYLER J. RUMSEY AUCTIONS IS PROUD TO OFFER:

The Stamps and Postal History of Serbia
To be offered during the Westpex Exhibition in San Francisco (April 23-26, 2020)
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6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
Phone (212) 753-6421 • E-mail: stamps@siegelauctions.com

For buyers or sellers, Siegel Auction Galleries offers unparalleled
expertise, a worldwide client base, financial reliability, intelligent
marketing, and the best internet resources and search tools.

IImportant Pre-Stamp Covers & Postal Markings
of British North America, 1694 - 1861

“Dubois”
C O L L E C T I O N

The

The collection will be featured in a special sale cata-
logue with emphasis on the extraordinary historical
attributes of these postal artifacts. Catalogues are
available to Collectors Club members free of charge
(subject to availability).

All lots from the “Dubois” Collection will be on view
at Siegel International’s booth at Garfield-Perry
March Party Stamp Show, March 6-8, Holiday Inn,
Strongsville, Ohio (suburb of Cleveland).

Sale Date: March 24th

Th ll i ill b f d i i l l

The Siegel firm is honored to announce the sale of
the “Dubois” collection, one of the most important
assemblages of British North American pre-stamp
covers and postal markings from 1694 through 1861.


