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New York, New York ·  10111

www.hrharmer.com 
+1 (929) 436-2800

info@hrharmer.com

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Alfred H. Caspary Alfred F. Lichtenstein

Great collectors put their trust in H.R. Harmer…

When philately comes full circle...

In 1923, George Walcott made the discovery of  the 
“Large Beaumont” known to the philatelic world in 

the pages of  this very magazine. 

96 years later, H.R. Harmer sold the “Large 
Beaumont” on the premises of  the Collectors Club.

ERIVAN Sale 2, Lot 55
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President’s Message:
Looking back, looking forward

By Mark Banchik

A new slate of offi  cers will be elected by 
the Board of Governors at the Collectors Club 
annual meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2020. 
This marks the culmination of my three-year 
stint as club president. For this last President’s 
Lett er, please allow me to reminisce for a bit 
before signing off .

One is never fully prepared to take over a 
key leadership role. No matt er how well you 
think you know the organization, people and 
objectives, the reality is often quite diff erent. 
My immediate predecessor spent consider-
able time and eff ort in the leadup and events 
surrounding the New York 2016 international 
stamp show. But, on my taking offi  ce, the 
club’s priorities immediately shifted. We were facing critical building structural 
problems, cash fl ow issues created by changing global market forces, decreasing 
availability of key volunteers/leadership and fundraising/development challeng-
es in the aftermath of a major New York international exhibition.

Thankfully, the board rose to the challenge! In the space of three short years 
we overcame many – but not all – of the clubhouse building issues (no more 
regular calls about water damage after each rainstorm), recruited our current Col-
lectors Club Philatelist editor, negotiated a sharing agreement with the Philatelic 
Foundation that allows greater use of our landmark clubhouse and library while 
providing continuing fi nancial support and att racting increased commercial 
interest. 

Board members have stepped up in reinvigorating the fundraising/develop-
ment process to further support our programs and mission. Outreach at select 
stamp events continues, with greater member representation both nationally 
and internationally. Youth and beginning adult collectors’ groups are active, and 
membership has stabilized.

We continue to upgrade our legacy systems and website on an ongoing basis. 
Meeting videos and the CCP are now available online, and work progresses 
in blending social media into our operations. Many have complimented us on 
our updated logo and image, which more closely refl ect who we are. As we are 
able to dedicate additional resources to it, our library continues to be more user 
friendly. 

A truly major accomplishment has been the recruitment of future leadership 
and talent onto the board. We now have a depth of talent that will be a continu-
ing resource for the future.
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...and Don’t Forget...
The Collectors Club provides – free of charge – the use of the Club’s facilities 

to specialized philatelic study societies and groups needing a meeting place to 
discuss and exhibit stamps and postal history within their areas of interest. These 
groups, all of which are not-for-profi t organizations, meet on a regular basis. Pres-
ently there are eight specialized philatelic study societies and groups that meet at 
the clubhouse. The following is a list of these groups and the times they meet.
American Revenue Association, fi rst Thursday of the month: 7-9 p.m.
American Topical Association, second Thursday of the month: 6:30 p.m.
British Empire Study Group, second Thursday of the month: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
France and Colonies Philatelic Society, fi rst Tuesday of the month
      (intermitt ently): 6 p.m.
Germany Philatelic Society, fi rst Thursday of the month: 7-9 p.m.
Scandinavian Study Group, second Wednesday of the month: 7-9 p.m.
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society – New York Chapter, second Tuesday
     of the month: 7:30-9 p.m.
Vatican Philatelic Society, second Thursday of the month: 6:30 p.m.

Individuals att ending these society meetings need not be club members, but 
we do require that at least one Collectors Club member be in att endance. Meet-
ings are often held on weekdays, but at times when the building is closed, so the 
club provides a monitor to open and close the building.

None of this would have been possible without the unceasing support of vol-
unteers, members, various auction houses, advertisers and our dedicated staff . 
Without them we would be a shadow of what we are. In addition, I cannot thank 
my fellow board members enough; they individually and collectively supported 
me in making our club a bett er place. Though I have had the privilege of being 
president, they are the force that enabled my eff orts.

With all our progress, there remain several areas in which the incoming team 
can excel: a continued integration of social media and Internet tools to enhance 
our functions and outreach; ongoing building enhancements to allow greater 
accessibility, within the scope of our landmark status; an integration of speakers’ 
visits with additional philatelic and nonphilatelic activities; and a reimagining of 
some of our outreach activities.

Every leadership team has its strengths, priorities and vision. I am very 
excited for the club’s future! I will remain on the Collectors Club board and look 
forward to assisting the incoming team going forward

All my best,
Mark E. Banchik,

President, Collectors Club

Visit your club’s website: www.collectorsclub.org
It contains a wealth of information!
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Editor’s Notepad
by Wayne L. Youngblood

Postal history is a funny thing. For many decades it was “strictly rates and 
routes, ma’am,” and to some it still represents this strictest of interpretations. But 
for most modern collectors, the term has defi nitely been evolving for some time 
to also include contents and context. Many writers, in this and other publications, 
now consider what’s inside the envelope (if anything), as well as the historical con-
text of contemporaneous events, to be important components of the proper evalu-
ation of postal history. This was brought keenly to mind by the feature by Larry 
Nelson that begins on Page 26, “Love at Los Alamos – The Manhatt an Project.“ The 
card he illustrates is certainly a signifi cant piece, as it shows a postcard that should 
have been mailed through the top-secret drop-box system of Los Alamos, but was 
mailed improperly from a 
diff erent location entirely, 
showing a signifi cant 
breach of protocol. Despite 
this, Nelson uses the piece 
to tell a slightly diff erent 
story – one of a couple 
that met, fell in love and 
married in the shadow of 
the Manhatt an Project and 
under the dark clouds of 
World War II. This couple 
was not alone, and Nelson 
is using this new approach to study other, similar couples from the time period. 

As you may know, Project Y of Los Alamos is one of my specifi c areas of in-
terest and focus, having studied its unique mail system for more than 30 years.

But I also can respond to Nelson’s request through the same venue he de-
scribes – love at Los Alamos.

The cover shown above is signifi cant for several reasons. First and foremost, 
it is by far the earliest of any Manhatt an Project drop-box uses known. The send-
er, Richard Erlich, was among the earliest of scientists to arrive at Los Alamos. It 
is part of a lengthy correspondence I unearthed a couple of years ago. 

In the May 27, 1943, lett er (postmarked June 1, Santa Fe), Erlich writes his 
parents about his arrival in New Mexico, his vague address and hints at the se-
crecy of his new location. He cautions his parents, “If people suspect I am no longer 
at Cornell ... tell them you don’t know where I am.”

More specifi cally to Nelson’s interests, however, Erlich’s loneliness, budding 
romance with Eleanor Ewing and eventual marriage to her at “P.O. Box 1663,” 
while Los Alamos was still unknown to the rest of the world, unfolds throughout 
his well-writt en correspondence and her notes. So, while the covers are signifi -
cant postal history artifacts, the content of the lett ers and context of the Manhat-
tan Project in WWII makes this type of social postal history discovery priceless.

WWII correspondence hoards are rapidly disappearing, as the “Greatest Gen-
eration” passes away, and much is being lost. What can you fi nd?
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Heinrich Koehler Auktionshaus GmbH & Co. KG

Hasengartenstr. 25  ·  65189 Wiesbaden  ·  Germany
Phone  +49611 - 34 14 9 - 0  ·  info@heinrich-koehler.de

Heinrich Köhler – Competence, Tradition, Quality.
German and International Philately since 1913

Germany’s Oldest Stamp Auction House

New 

Address!

Preview 373rd Heinrich Köhler-Auction ·  March 2020

CONSIGN NOW !

Romania 1869, King Carol I. two 10 b. blue and two 
15 b. vermilion on letter sheet from Braila to Athen. 

Taxed for inland delivery 20 lepta with Large Hermes 
1870 20 l. blue, rare mixed combination franking

German East Africa 1915, 
British occupation of Mafia 
1-3 Rupees – greatest rarities

Japanese Occupation WWII Malaya – Trengganu 100$ unused; Malaya – 
Kelantan 50 C. on 1c. yellow, used; North Borneo – 20c. black overprint, unused
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Germany’s Oldest Stamp Auction House

Consign now to our spring auction! 
373rd auction  |  24-28 March 2020 in Wiesbaden  |  Latest date for consignments 15 January 2020

Please contact our philatelic expert Michael Hilbertz or our managing directors Dieter Michelson and Tobias Huylmans

Next Auction
24 - 28 March 2020 in Wiesbaden

Consignment deadline 15 January 2020

R.O.P.I.T 1868, The famous cover with block of 4 + 2 pairs 10 para from Chios to 
Constantinople – The most important cover of Russian Levant and one of the most 
important covers of Russian philately! 
Provenance: ex Mavrogordato, ex John R. Boker, jr., ex Lee, ex Mertens, Dr. Raymond Casey

Coro - La Vela Postal Service 1889, ½ real blue 
in combination with Curacao 25c, on cover from 
Coro via a Vela and Curacao to the US
– A great Rarity
Provenance: ex Heister

Canal Maritime De Suez 1868, multiple franking 
5c green on cover with content from Kantara to 
Port Said – one of two covers in private hands 
with the 5c stamp.
Provenance: ex Royal Collection of Queen Elizabeth II, 
Collection Antonini (1992), 
The Cihangir Collection (2000), 
The Samir Fikry Collection (2011), 
shown among the World Rarities at Monaco 2009

Private Ship Letter Stamp Issuing Companies up to 1900
The Jan Berg Collection

Bayonne City, NJ, La Tourette House, ca. 1860
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World War I Civil Mail
Between British India

and the Enemy Nations, 
Germany and Austria-Hungary

by J. Robert Gray

Great Britain’s declarations of war against Germany on Aug. 4, 1914, and 
Austria-Hungary on Aug. 12, 1914, were binding on Britain’s dominions and its 
Crown Colony British India. With war declared, mail to and from these enemy 
countries and from certain listed individuals was intercepted; that is, stopped by 
the post offi  ce and brought to the censors starting Aug. 10, 1914.1 Although very 
few individuals had legitimate need for communication between the belligerent 
nations, it was not a simple problem to resolve. India required nearly fi ve months 
to establish and communicate to the public a workable system. This article de-
scribes the changes in civil postal regulations, rates, and routes between India 
and these enemy nations during the course of World War I. 

Those with legitimate needs for communicating with the enemy nations 
included military and civilian enemy national internees, enemy nationals 
who were not interned and neutral-country British and Indian nationals who 
had contacts in the enemy countries who were either interned or normal 
residents there. In 1914, India was home to about 2,500 Germans and Austria-
Hungarians of whom about half were associated with various religious mis-
sions.2 All European enemy nationals were eventually either interned or left 
at their residences under supervision. Interned military and civilian prisoners 
of war were given postal privileges as provided in the Hague Convention 
guidance.3 Domestic mail was censored at the interment camp. Foreign mail 
was censored fi rst at the internment camp, then at the Censor Offi  ce, Bombay 
(Mumbai) and, if passed, it was forwarded to the War Offi  ce in London for 
additional censorship. Once in London it was transferred to a neutral country 
for delivery to the enemy country. By January 1915 there were 1,132 enemy 
nationals under military control at the Ahmednagar Prisoner of War Camp 
and an additional 51 at residence under military supervision in military areas. 
Those interned at Ahmednagar included 243 from German East Africa. The 
remaining 1,269 enemy nationals were civilians – men older than military 
age, women and children.4 

During two voyages of the SS Golconda in November 19155 and March 19166, 
891 civilians were repatriated. This suggests that 378 enemy nationals should 
have been left in India. However, reports made in August 1916 listed 596 either 
supervised at their residences or interned in India. Of these, 225 were resident in 
nunneries and monasteries and 150 were children, leaving only 221 adults either 
interned or at large.7 Throughout the war, the total number of those not interned 
and potentially corresponding to addresses in belligerent nations was perhaps a 
few hundred individuals. Finding the right solution for postal communications 
with enemy nations was not a priority for the government. 



11Volume 99, Number 1Collectors Club Philatelist

Between the start of the war and the fi rst offi  cial means of communicating 
with the enemy, there were only informal paths. Some likely communicated 
through friends and relatives in neutral countries, with requests to forward a 
lett er to the enemy countries. These informal paths came to an end when censor-
ship extended to include mail from most of the world except the Allied nations, 
Afghanistan and neutral country diplomatic mail on Nov. 12, 1914.8

On Sept. 30, 1914, rules permitt ing limited postal communication were estab-
lished. These conditions are quoted as follows: 9

1. All correspondence must be English only.
2. Post cards may only contain bare statements of facts as to the writer or his fam-

ily personal as for instance “I am well” “I have been ill, but am now bett er” etc. If 
any information about general matt ers is included the post card will be liable to be 
destroyed. 

3. A lett er will, as a rule not be passed unless the sender furnishes this offi  ce with a 
writt en recommendation signed by a district magistrate or commissioner of police, to 
the eff ect that his lett er may be forwarded as a special case. 

4. Lett ers must be of a personal character only.
5. Correspondence should be clearly writt en or typewritt en.
6. Post cards and lett ers should be enclosed in envelopes addressed to the Postal Censor, 

Bombay.
Assuming all conditions were met, the mail was passed by the censor and 

forwarded in a special bag to the London War Offi  ce’s Information Bureau at 49 
Wellington Street, Strand, London, which ultimately dispatched both inbound 
and outbound enemy nation mail. 

By mid November it was apparent that these rules were not functioning 
well.10 Most of these lett ers were not in compliance with the established rules. 
The Bombay Censor Offi  ce complained that lett ers were piling up and not being 
forwarded to the post offi  ce for delivery. At issue was the defi nition of what con-
stituted a “very special case” and whether separate authorizations were needed 
for each lett er. Lett ers required the writt en authorization from a district manager 
or police commissioner to be considered “a very special case.” The censor offi  ce 
used the following text to reply to the public whose mail was being returned: 

“The Postal Censor, Bombay, regrets your postcard/lett er, returned herewith, cannot 
be forwarded as it fails to comply with the conditions laid down by the Government of 
India. The conditions, not complied with are marked with a cross.” 

It was not until Jan. 5, 1915, that an offi  cial press communiqué was issued by 
the Department of Commerce and Industry explaining how private lett ers could 
be sent to enemy nations. Correspondence had to be forwarded to the enemy 
nation either through friends resident in neutral countries or through an agency 
(such as Thomas Cook) in a neutral country. Lett ers were to be brief and writ-
ten in English, French or German. The lett ers had to contain the name and ad-
dress of the sender at the foot of the lett er. A cover containing a lett er addressed 
to a neutral nation must be sent open (unsealed), addressed to the postal censor 
and be fully “stamped” (franked). Any lett er passing through the post contain-
ing an enclosure for an enemy country that was not submitt ed to the censor was 
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to be destroyed, irrespective of the contents. The censor offi  ces to be used were 
Bombay, Calcutt a (Kolkata), Madras (Chennai), Karachi (Karachi, Pakistan) and 
Rangoon (Yangon, Myanmar). 

Germany, like India, interned its very small Indian resident enemy nationals 
community and those captured at sea or ships docking in German waters. Figure 
1 shows a very rare example of an Indian domestic-rate postal card sent to a de-
tained Indian national. The card is addressed c/o Hansa Line (German shipping 
company), Hamburg, Germany, from Bombay. Compliant with the 1915 commu-
niqué’s rules, the complete name and address of the sender is on the postal card. 
The card has the required domestic-rate postage for prisoner-of-war mail. Had 
it been to a regular German addressee, it would have had 2½ annas franking for 
foreign postage. The postal card bears a circular handstamp reading “Post Free 
P.C. (Passed Censor) Prisoner of War” and was canceled on Aug. 22, 1915, at the 
Bombay G.P.O. From there it was transferred to the foreign section and canceled 
with Bombay G.P.O. F. The card would have been placed in a bag for the War 
Offi  ce’s Information Bureau in London, where it was stamped with the Post Free 
P.C. mark and forwarded to a neutral nation for delivery to Germany. The postal 
card’s verso contains the rest of the message, writt en in Urdu contrary to the 
language requirements in the 1915 communiqué. 

Figure 1. An India domestic-rate postal card (with printed stamp) addressed to Alli sahib Alliba Hauerker, 
c/o Hansa Line, Hamburg (Germany), canceled at Bombay Aug. 22, 1915. Source: Collection R. Gray. 

Figure 2 is an example of mail from Germany to India. The cover was can-
celed on June 10, 1918, at Wiesbaden, Germany, and is addressed to “Civil Camp 
Yerkaud nar Salem (Yercaud, near Salem), Madras Presidency, British India.” 
Although most inbound internment camp mail was landed at Bombay and cen-
sored there, this cover was censored at Madras on the southeastern coast of India. 
Domestic postage was not required in Germany for either civilian or military 
prisoner of war mail. Mail to internees in India did not require franking. 
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Figure 2. Unfranked cover to the Civil Camp, Yercaud, India, canceled at Wiesbaden 
(Germany), Aug. 10, 1918. Source: Collection R. Gray. 

Mail posted in Germany to a neutral country was accepted for delivery in In-
dia if forwarded by the neutral country’s post offi  ce. This would require that the 
addressee was in the neutral country and left a forwarding address in India.

Don’t forget!
Our library is a great
member resource! 

Online CCNY Library information
is available

www.collectorsclub.org/the-collectors-club-library/
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Figures 3a (front) and 3b (verso) of a cover sent from Germany on June 12, 1915, to the United 
States and then forwarded to Bombay, India. Source: Collection R. Gray.
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The cover shown in Figure 3 is an example of this rare happenstance. The 
cover was sent from Germany, canceled June 12, 1915, and is addressed to “Me-
herwanji Mancherji Cama, Esq c/o Prof A.V. Jackson, Columbia University, New 
York, America.” The United States was a neutral nation at that time. The cover 
was forwarded without additional postage to Mr. Cama in Bombay, arriving 
Aug. 17, 1915. The cover shows a Bombay passed censor handstamp and the 
verso has a Bombay censor label, indicating that the contents were examined, 
passed by the censor and resealed. 

An armistice on the Western Front was reached in Europe on Nov. 11, 1918. 
This started a process to normalize mail service between India and the enemy 
nations. On June 28, 1919, the Treaty of Versailles protocols were signed, permit-
ting the repatriation of German and Austrian prisoners. Germany was eligible 
to return to the UPU conventions only when the Versailles treaty came “into 
force” on Jan. 10, 1920.11 No archival documents could be found related to mail 
sent to the enemy nations during the period between the signing of the Versailles 
treaty until that treaty came “into force.” The assumption is that the 1915 rules 
remained in place. 

Although general censorship stopped Aug. 10, 1919, exactly fi ve years from 
its inception, for individuals interned in India after that date postal censorship 
continued at Bombay until the end of 1919. The British War Offi  ce provided guid-
ance for the disposal of stopped enemy mail. In summary, all terminal mail for 
prisoners of war, private correspondence and commercial correspondence, ex-
cept packets containing articles and documents of value and harmless registered 
printed matt er, were to be destroyed. Transit mail packets containing goods, 
currency or any documents of fi nancial value were to be sent to the Prize Court. 
All private correspondence was to be destroyed. Packets containing wills, birth 
certifi cates or other documents not containing value could be released. Anything 
released was to be closed with a label and stamped “Released by British Military 
Authorities.” There was no distinction between registered and non-registered 
mail.12 Mail released in India was stamped with a boxed “RELEASED BY/BRIT-
ISH MILITARY AUTHORITIES./INDIA.”13 

Summary and Conclusions
All mail between the enemy nations and India was subject to postal cen-

sorship. Diff erent categories of mail had diff erent procedures: (1) Civilian and 
military interned individuals in India could send and receive enemy country 
covers with censored mail bagged and sent to the London War Offi  ce; (2) 
Eff ective Sept. 30, 1915, mail addressed to enemy countries was required to 
have pre-approval by a district magistrate or police before being posted to 
the Bombay Censor; (3) Up until Nov. 12, 1914, mail could be sent to neutral 
nations for forwarding to enemy nations through private contacts; (4) Eff ec-
tive Jan. 5, 1915, mail could be sent opened to censors at Bombay, Madras, 
Rangoon, Karachi and Calcutt a, either directly or through a postal agent such 
as Thomas Cook. Pre-approval of a district magistrate or police commissioner 
was no longer required. This mail was then forwarded to the War Offi  ce for 
dispatch via a neutral nation; (5) Mail sent from India addressed to a detained 
or interned civilian in Germany was processed as prisoner-of-war mail. India 
required domestic rate franking on mail going to individuals interned or 
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detained in Germany. If addressed to someone not interned or detained, the 
international rate was required. German mail to an individual interned in 
India did not require postage. 

Mail to and from India and the enemy nations, Germany and Austria-Hun-
gary is relatively rare because of the numbers of potential correspondents. Mail 
from or to non-interned residents of India is exceptionally rare. This article pro-
vides postal artifacts documenting these uses. 
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The Diaz de la Reguera Correspondence:
The Earliest-Known Private Letters

Sent From El Salvador (1545-48) 
By Joseph Hahn / Guillermo F. Gallegos 

This article was originally published in ACADEMVS No. 19 in July 2015. 
ACADEMVS is the journal of the Royal Hispanic Academy of Philately and Postal His-
tory. I wish to thank the academy for its consent to translate the article to English for this 
journal.

Historical Context – El Salvador in the 16th Century
The territory that is now El Salvador was fi rst sett led between the years 

11,000 and 9,500 B.C., by migrant tribes coming from the north. The earliest-
known permanent sett lements started around 1,400 B.C., and the area subse-
quently developed similar cultural development patt erns as the rest of Meso-
america, with strong infl uence from the Maya and Central Mexico. By the early 
16th century, most of the territory was incorporated in the Kingdom of Cuzcat-
lán, ruled by the Pipil tribe.

The fi rst European explorers arrived in the area in 1522. The conquest of the 
Kingdom of Cuzcatlán was done in the following years, but it was a lengthy 
aff air that started in 1525. The same year, San Salvador was founded as the fi rst 
permanent Spanish sett lement, subordinated to Guatemala, which in turn was a 

Map of the Audiencia de Guatemala, by Nicholas Samson, 1683.
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dependent of Mexico. Pipil resistance forced the abandonment of the town from 
1526-28 until it was founded again at another location in 1528. 

The fi rst decades of the colony were very precarious, with constant threats of 
another Pipil rebellion and the occasional arrival of competing Spanish factions 
coming from Panama. By the 1540s, the situation had stabilized and San Salvador 
was moved to its current location in 1545.

The fi rst-known lett er from Central America was sent on April 11, 1524, by 
conqueror Pedro de Alvarado to Hernan Cortes, conqueror of Mexico, relating 
his expeditions in Guatemala. By 1527, the government of Santiago de los Cabal-
leros, capital of Guatemala, had assigned a space in its building for the adminis-
tration of mail, which was transported by individual messengers, as there was no 
organized land mail service until the middle of the 18th century. Regarding mari-
time mail, during the 16th century the authorities in Guatemala could send ships 
to Spain without the knowledge of the authorities in Mexico, until this practice 
was forbidden by a Royal Order on Oct. 9, 1612.

It is assumed that San Salvador exchanged mail at least with Santiago de los 
Caballeros in Guatemala since its founding, although the fi rst reference of a lett er 
sent from San Salvador appears in a record of the Guatemalan Cabildo (govern-
ment) on Feb 12, 1530. The lett er, which is not known, was sent by the Cabildo of 
San Salvador and carried by Martin Gonzalez. It mentions the arrival of Spanish 
troops coming from Panama, and requests help to defend the town. The records 
in Guatemala also mention the exchange of lett ers between Francisco Orduña, a 
Cabildo member, and Martin de Estete, leader of the invading forces, before his 
retreat to Nicaragua in March 1530.

The death of Pedro de Alvarado in July 1541 was the direct cause of the earli-
est-recorded surviving lett er coming from San Salvador. It was sent from the San 
Salvador Cabildo to Emperor Charles I on Nov. 5, 1541, requesting the appoint-
ment of a certain individual as a substitute of the deceased Alvarado. The request 
was not granted.

The move of San Salvador was also mentioned in three lett ers sent in 1548 to 
the Emperor, Prince Philip (later Emperor Philip II) and the Council of Indies. 
However, all these lett ers are considered offi  cial correspondence.

Alonso Diaz de la Reguera. 
The correspondence from Alonso Diaz de la Reguera mentioned in this arti-

cle was acquired in 1991 by the Bancroft Library of the University of California, 
Berkeley, and was studied in depth by Antonio and Adelaida Cortijo Ocaña in 
Cartas desde Mexico y Guatemala (1540-1635) – Lett ers from Mexico and Guatemala 
(1540-1635).

According to the Cortijo Ocaña, Alonso Diaz de la Reguera was one of the 
conquerors mentioned by Bernal Diaz del Castillo in his Historia Verdadera de la 
Conquista de la Nueva España (True History of the Conquest of the New Spain). Díaz 
de la Reguera arrived at Mexico in 1521 to participate in the siege of Tenochtitlán, 
the Aztec capital. After the conquest of Mexico, he joined the expedition of 
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Alvarado to Guatemala. The Libro Viejo de la Fundación de Guatemala (Old Book 
of the Foundation of Guatemala) mentions him as one of the founders of Santiago 
de los Caballeros, and he appears in documents between 1524 and 1529 as 
accountant and treasurer of his Majesty and as notary, secretary and regent of 
the Cabildo. He returned to Spain in 1540, leaving his relative Gómez Díaz as the 
administrator of his properties in the Province of Guatemala.

Alonso signed a contract with Gómez Díaz in which he granted Gómez the 
administration of his properties (houses, lands, towns and Indians) in exchange 
for receiving 50% of the earnings generated in a period of fi ve years. Three years 
later, Gómez requested an extension of the contract, under the argument that the 
properties were not generating any earnings. From then on, Gómez continued for 
years claiming the lack of earnings and/or delaying the few remitt ances to Alonso, 
while in the meantime becoming one of the richest landlords in Guatemala, 
because of both the administration of Alonso’s properties and his marriage to the 
daughter of Gaspar de Cepeda, another wealthy Guatemalan landowner.

Alonso justifi ably felt cheated by Gomez, and by 1580 he considered suing 
his relative, although it is not known if he actually did. During these years he 
prepared a summary of his relationship with Gómez and the latt er’s breach 
of the contract terms. It is possible that, to support this statement, he annexed 
to this summary several related documents, among them seven lett ers he 
received. Five of these were sent by Gomez from Santiago de los Caballeros, 
Mexico City, and San Salvador between 1541 and 1545, one sent by Gaspar de 
Cepeda from San Salvador in 1548 and one sent by Miguel Diaz from Buitrago 
de Lozoya (a town close to Madrid) at the end of the 1540s. The two lett ers sent 
from San Salvador, one by Gómez in 1545 and the other by Gaspar de Cepeda 
in 1548, are the earliest examples of private mail known sent from the present-
day territory of El Salvador.

Lett er No. 1: Sent by Gomez Diaz from San Salvador
to Alonso Diaz in the village of Medina del Campo (Aug. 1, 1545).

The fi rst of the lett ers were sent the same year that San Salvador was being re-
located at its present site. The lett er started, mentioning that Gómez had received 
fi ve lett ers since 1540, sent by Alonso from Spain, and that he had replied to all 
of them although the replies had not seemed to reach their destination. Although 
here it is mentioned that Gómez’s lett ers had not reached Spain, the documents 
that Alonso annexed to his statement in 1580 included four lett ers sent before this 
one, which could be the aforementioned.

The lett er elaborated about the loss of Indians in his properties and their re-
distribution among other Spanish sett lers. It explained the local resistance to the 
ordinances coming from Spain and other political events in the Indies. Gomez 
also shared the details of his wedding, confi ding that he married for interest, and 
his confl ict with his father-in-law Gaspar de Cepeda for not fulfi lling his share of 
the agreement. Finally, as in previous lett ers, he complained about his commer-
cial misfortunes, stating that he wanted to return to Spain and giving diff erent 
explanations of why he was delayed in his payments to Alonso. Gómez sent with 
this lett er 300 pesos in gold for Alonso and 50 for his mother.
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In the archive 
of Alonso Díaz de 
la Reguera there 
are no more lett ers 
from Gómez after 
this one. However, 
a power of att orney 
granted by Gas-
par de Cepeda’s 
daughter (Gómez’s 
wife) to Alonso 
Diaz in 1559, au-
thorizing him to 
take possession of 
his deceased 
father’s prop-
erties in Spain, 
would seem 
to prove that 
they were still 
in contact by 
then.

Letter No. 1 
(right and 
following page):  
Pages 1, 6, 2 and 
3, sent from 
San Salvador 
to Medina del 
Campo, August 
1545. Documents 
relating to the 
estates and 
interests of 
Alonso Díaz de 
la Reguera in 
the Province of 
Guatemala and 
San Salvador, 
1540-49 
and related 
materials, 
1540-ca. 1750, 
BANC MSS 
92/83 z:7, The 
Bancroft Library, 
University of 
California, 
Berkeley.
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Lett er No. 2. Sent by Gaspar de Cepeda from San Salvador
to Alonso Díaz in the village of Medina del Campo (Sept. 10, 1548).
Similar to the previous one, this lett er mentioned that Gaspar de Cepeda had 

received, on Aug. 25, 1548, a lett er from Alonso Díaz, together with other two, 
one of them for Gómez. Cepeda explained his confl icts with Gómez and confi rms 
that the latt er had become very wealthy. He ended by commenting that he would 
return soon to Spain, carrying one thousand castellanos (coins) for Alonso sent 
by Gómez.

The importance of the Alonso Diaz de la Reguera Archive.
The correspondence coming from the Alonso Díaz de la Reguera archive is 

very signifi cant for both El Salvador and Central America in several ways. His-
torically, their content is relevant for the fi rst-hand information they provide 
about the fi rst years of the Colonial Period in Guatemala and El Salvador, a time 
that has very few primary sources.

From a postal history standpoint, besides being the earliest known private mail 
sent from San Salvador, both lett ers mentioned the constant exchange of mail 
between Spain and Central America during the 16th century, an almost unknown 
aspect, as the region did not have any type of organized postal service until the 
creation of the Correo Mayor of Guatemala at the start of the 17th century. 
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Above: Letter No. 1 (Pages 4 and 5). Sent 
from San Salvador to Medina del Campo, 
August 1545. Documents relating to the 
estates and interests of Alonso Díaz de 
la Reguera in the Province of Guate-
mala and San Salvador, 1540-1549: and 
related materials, 1540-ca. 1750, BANC 
MSS 92/83 z:7, The Bancroft Library, 
University of California, Berkeley.

Right, and following page: Letter No. 
2, Sent from San Salvador to Medina 
del Campo, September 1548, pages 1-4. 
Documents relating to the estates and 
interests of Alonso Díaz de la Reguera in 
the Province of Guatemala and San Sal-
vador, 1540-1549: and related materials, 
1540-ca. 1750, BANC MSS 92/83 z:8, The 
Bancroft Library, University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley.
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Letter No. 2. See de-
scription on previ-
ous page.
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Love at Los Alamos – The Manhattan Project
By Larry Nelson

On Sept. 26, 1944, Sgt. M. Weaver mailed a free-franked postcard to a relative 
in McKean, Pa., from Carlsbad, N.M. (Fig-
ure 1). Not much of interest in that. How-
ever, it is the return address that makes 
this a special postal history item.

The return address reads: “Sgt. M. 
Weaver, Prov. Wac. Det. P.O. Box 1663, 
Santa Fe, N.M.” From this we know that 
Sgt. Weaver was in the Women’s Army 
Corps (WAC) and was part of the Provi-
sional WAC Detachment No. 1. WAC mail 
is not all that common, so now the card 
is a litt le more interesting. What really 
makes the card special is that the return 
address is P.O. Box 1663, Santa Fe, N.M. 
This was one of the undercover drop-box 
addresses used by the Manhatt an Project 
atomic bomb research facility at Los Ala-
mos, N.M. (Project Y).

The 1st Provisional Women’s Army 
Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) Detachment was 
activated in April 
1943 and sent to 
Los Alamos to 
provide support 
for the Manhatt an 
Project, mainly in 
the clerical area. It 
consisted of two 
offi  cers and 43 
enlisted women. 
By 1945 this 
WAAC detach-
ment numbered 
about 260 women. 
(Note, the name 
of the WAAC was 
changed to the 
Woman’s Army 
Corps (WAC) on Sept. 30, 1943.) This WAC detachment, along with an Engineer-
ing and MP Detachment, were designated the 4817th Service Command Unit, 8th 
Service Command Detachment. 

So what do we know about Sgt. (T/4) Maryella Weaver? (Figure 2 is a photo 
of her Los Alamos ID badge.) She was born on Jan. 13, 1921, in McKean, Pa. Prior 
to enlisting in the WACs on Aug. 5, 1943, at Daytona Beach, Fla., she worked as a 

Figure 1 (front and back): A free-franked postcard from Carlsbad, N.M.
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stenographer. I do not know what her specifi c 
duties were at Los Alamos, but it is reasonable 
to assume that she continued her prior work 
as a stenographer. Reference 1 states only that 
“Maryella Weaver was a staff  worker at Los Alamos 
during the Manhatt an Project." 

While at Los Alamos she met, fell in love 
with and married private Edmund J. Scheuer, 
who was in the Provisional Engineering De-
tachment. (Figure 3 is a photo from his Los 
Alamos ID badge.) 

Los Alamos records show that when Mary-
ella was discharged on Aug. 20, 1945, her name 
was Maryella W. (Weaver) Scheuer. Maryella 
and Edmund moved back to her home town 
in McKean, Pa., and had six children (one girl 
and fi ve boys). Edmund died there in 1992 and 
Meryella died there in 1996. 

Note that all mail sent from Los Alamos 
was examined by the censors and then put 
into the mail system at Santa Fe unmarked, if 
everything was proper. By contrast, mail sent 
to Los Alamos was opened by the censor and 
marked as censored. Sargent Weaver’s post-
card was mailed in Carlsbad, N.M., while 
she was visiting Carlsbad Caverns; thus, it 
was not reviewed by the Los Alamos censors. 
This shows a “weakness” in the censorship 
eff orts to make sure that inappropriate mes-
sages were not mailed by soldiers and civilians at Los Alamos.

Do any readers have other examples of mail where a WAC met and married a 
soldier she met during WWII? If so, please send me a scan (censorship@comcast.net).
References
1. www.atomicheritage.org/profi le/maryella-weaver
2. www.facebook.com/worldwarmemories
3. https://scribd.com/document/45990258/Manhattan-Project-History-1942. This allows you to 

view “Manhattan District History, Nonscientifi c Aspects of the Los Alamos Project Y, 1942-46, 
written by Edith C. Truslow and edited by Kasha V. Thayer. 

Figure 2 (top): Maryella Weaver.
Figure 3 (above): Edmund Scheuer.
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Malaya’s Timeless Design VII
Crown Colonies

Lin Yangchen

Singapore’s First Postage Stamp
In the trying postwar period, reusing and adapting the good old coconut 

design might have been an option too att ractive to pass up. A telegram (British 
Postal Museum & Archive accession number POST122/7689) dated May 15, 
1947, from Sir Edward Gent, governor of the Malayan 
Union, addressed to the Secretary of State, Colonies, reads:

 “Governments of Malayan Union and Singapore agree 
in principle to the establishment of new Local Postal Union 
to be styled (Malaya) and agree to ask Crown Agents for 
the Colonies to proceed at once with execution of indent for 
Singapore stamps and to prepare printing material for Penang 
and Malacca (in anticipation of receipt of an indent for these 
issues) based on former Straits Sett lements design, but now 
with (Malaya) in top panel and Singapore, Penang, Malacca 
as the case may be, in bott om panel.”

The fi rst batch of stamps for Singapore, as well as Penang 
and Malacca, were ordered in October 1947 (Crown Agents 
Stamp Bulletin No. 178, British Postal Museum & Archive 
accession number POST122/7689). The rebirth of the coconut 
duty plate would turn out to be one of Sir Edward Gent’s 
fi nal legacies. On July 4, 1948, on his way back to Britain, he 
was killed in a mid-air collision (Northwood, London, mid-air collision between 
an RAF fi ghter and aDouglas DC-6). Less than two months later, on Sept. 1, the 
fi rst stamps ever inscribed “SINGAPORE” were issued.

This was a momentous event for the coconut defi nitive, for it became the only 
design to ever truly cover the whole of Malaya. Singapore would later chart its own 
political destiny, but its geographical and cultural affi  nity to Malaya are eternal.

The typeface of “SINGAPORE” is similar to – but slightly squatt er, more 
angular and more formal than – the International Typeface Corporation's 
Franklin Gothic Medium Condensed, which was used in the end credits of the 

animated sports comedy fi lm Space 
Jam in 1996. De La Rue's version of 
“SINGAPORE” also has slightly more 
consistent stroke thickness and more 
even kerning than the Franklin Gothic.

Luck seemed to have helped the 
Singapore coconuts come into being. 
To begin with, the British had decided 
in 1946 that Singapore was to be 

administered as a standalone Crown Colony, separate from Penang and Malacca, 

A study of ellipses in 
Christmas colors.

ITC Franklin Gothic Medium Condensed.

Coconut duty plate.
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One of the grotty 
but robust trian-
gular cancels used 
throughout the 
British Empire for 
printed matter, “SE” 
probably denoting 
Singapore. These 
cancels were for 
non-personal mass-
printed materials 
like such as newslet-
ters, which enjoyed 
discounted postage 
rates.

The traditional 
Chinese character 
for Post Offi  ce Sav-
ings Bank machine 
slogan.

Perhaps not pretty, 
but a part of the story.

A fl amboyantly franked cover sent by a soldier, festooned with stamps in all the colors of the 
rainbow, including coconut defi nitives printed in all three dies (single plate, double plate and 
hybrid) and canceled by both hand and machine markings.

Season’s greetings with this 
blue cancel from Christmas 

Island in December 1948.

Both of these stamps 
are postmarked in 1960 
– the coconut stamp in 

Singapore's national colors (left) and a fi rst-anni-
versary stamp of the State of Singapore. By then, 
Singapore was no longer part of Malaya, and Lee 
Kuan Yew had been sworn in as prime minister. 
Singapore coconut defi nitives were fi nally invali-
dated on Aug. 1, 1961 (Stanway 2009).
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which were considered Crown Colonies under 
the new Malayan Union. In fact, on June 19, 
1946, a lett er from Assistant Under Secretary 

of State Sir John 
Paskin to the 
Director of Postal 
Services (British 
Postal Museum & 
Archive accession 
number POST122/7689) stated: “It is the intention 
that in future the stamps to be used in the new Colony 
of Singapore should bear only the title ‘Singapore.’” If 
this policy had gone into force, Singapore would 
have been ineligible for the universal coconut duty 
plate with its “MALAYA” inscription at the top.

“Mint Never Hinged,” “Very Fine Used” 
and other such decorations are highly coveted 
by stamp dealers and collectors. But there are 
the stamps that have endured half a century 
of hardship in the tropical heat and humidity. 
They have a rugged, uncosmetic beauty, like 
a sunburnt, dirty and sweaty Zhang Ziyi after 
the fi ght with the desert bandit in the movie 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon.

Singapore had 
more than 200 
kampongs in its 
heyday, through-
out the main 
island and the 
surrounding isles.

Stamp created by the Coconut 
Action Party in 2019 to mark 
the bicentennial of the founding 
of modern Singapore in 1819. 
Painting of Sir Thomas Stam-
ford Raffl  es by James Lonsdale, 
exhibited at the Royal Academy 
in 1818.

In 1933, the designer of the coconut defi nitive might 
have stood gazing at the two coconut trees framing the 
idyllic kampong scene above. In the late 1960s, it had 
become an illustration on a postcard dispatched over-
seas by the Singaporean government to acknowledge 
radio reception reports. Despite the frenetic urbaniza-
tion and economic development of the newly indepen-
dent nation, kampongs and coconut trees continued 
serving as ambassadors for the country.
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The Eccentric 25¢ Coconut Issue
The Singapore 25¢ value was the one and only coconut defi nitive where 

erroneous preparation of the single-plate Die II 
for a bicolor version was followed by erasure 
of the medallion from the die and subsequent 
use of a Die I key plate, producing the unique 
Die III shown at right (Stanway 2009). Unlike 
Die I, the background lines of the duty plate 
do not intrude into the medallion past its rim 
if the medallion is well-registered as in this 
example.

The saga of the 
Singapore 25¢ didn't 
stop at Die III. In 
1951, it became the 
only instance of the 
coconut defi nitive 
ever printed directly 
on aerogramme 
paper (right), by 
the English printer 
McCorquodale, 
which took 
over the postal 
stationery contract 
from De La Rue 
in 1954 (Stanway 
2009, Holley 
2010b). Holley 
(1987) discusses the postal history behind these 
aerogrammes.

The imprint (enlarged inset) appears to be from 
a photographic reproduction of a Die III stamp, all 
the more likely given that McCorquodale probably 
had no access to the original plates. Like Die III, 
the medallion rim here is touched by all parts of the surrounding design but 
is not breached. Its inferiority to lett erpress and even to some counterfeits 

At left is a 
tongue-in cheek 
25¢ pair “issued” 
by the author to 
commemorate 
the historic face-
to-face meeting 
between North 
Korean Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un and U.S. President 
Donald Trump on June 12, 2018.
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is evident. Especially so are the uneven printing 
of “SINGAPORE,” the diff erence in font weight 
between the tablets and the defective lower corners 
of the frame. As a whole the imprint presents a 
grainy texture. The crisp 5¢ lett erpress imprint next 
to the coconut on the aerogramme shows that the 
rough paper was not responsible for the coarse print 
quality of the 25¢ stamp. Moreover, far superior 
coconut impressions were achieved even on the 
almost equally rough postal (enlarged at right).

Singapore 1948 postal counterfeits
Sometime in the year 1948, a stamp dealer in Singapore was off ered a batch 

of fake high-value coconut defi nitives. Cheap reproductions of expensive 
stamps were often sought by poor 
collectors to fi ll their albums. But the 
dealer rejected it, wanting nothing to do 
with imitations.

The vendor, on a spur of the moment, 
decided to try his luck offl  oading the 
stockpile on a postal clerk working in a 
large company. Taken by the low price 
and not realizing the stamps were fakes, 
the clerk bought them and used them.

Before anyone knew it, they had gone 
through the post. It sparked off  a police 
investigation and shook the postal 
world. The pieces of paper that had 
started out as insignifi cant philatelic 
reproductions suddenly became famous 
and bizarre postal counterfeits.

This hypothetical chain of events 
has never been proposed before, but a 
1971 article I uncovered in New Nation contained a sentence that hinted at the 
tantalizing possibility: “It is believed that a Singapore stamp dealer was fi rst off ered 
these stamps, but he did not buy them and it was presumed that they were then sold to 
a postal clerk of a commercial house and used by him on the fi rm's mail.”

Initial reports of the postal counterfeits listed only the 50¢ and $2 values. A 
Reuters wire story on June 30, 1949, noted that many of the counterfeits might 
have been tipped into wastebaskets by unsuspecting recipients of mail, and 
asked “why such clever forgers should waste time on stamps of so low a value.” It also 
cited the ease of imitation of particular colors as a possible reason for the two 
denominations chosen.

The examples shown nearby were formerly in the collection of the late 
Graham Cooper FRPSL, and were briefl y documented by Cooper (1982, 1992).

The 50¢ counterfeit is tied with three real stamps (two 15¢ and one 2¢), with 

Daily Telegraph and Morning Post, April 
14, 1949, picked up by The Straits Times’ 
London correspondent on April 16, 1949 
(“Spotting The Dud Stamps”).
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a December 1948 datestamp. On the 
back of the piece is writt en in ink:

W.J Foster
11 August 1949

Seen By Postmaster
Singapore Through

Crown Agents
London

In the following year Mr. Foster 
loaned an example of the $1 forgery 
to the Singapore police, who also 
said they had traced the counterfeits 
to two banks (Duberal 2001) that 
were thought to be using them 
innocently (The Straits Times, June 
30, 1949). Although the police had 
been unable to ascertain whether 
the counterfeits had been made in 
Singapore, they said a special check 
had been introduced to prevent further use of the counterfeits.

Weirdly, the postal authorities in Singapore were reported to have begun 
investigations in 1955 – half a decade later – as revealed on the July 8 cover 
page of The Straits Times that year (Colony stamp forgery). According to the 
report, three $2 counterfeits had sneaked through post offi  ces in Singapore and 
London before a dealer spott ed them – without their envelopes – among a pile 
of used stamps.

In 1964, the three forged denominations were briefl y reported by a Mr. 
Maguire in GEOSIX (Vol. 29 Page 42).

My own census counts at least six copies of the 50¢, two of $1 and 12 of 
$2 in existence, based on Norris (1981) and my own collection. Mr. Foster 
reportedly encountered more than 100 pieces of the $2 but sold them off  
cheaply thinking they were normal stamps damaged by water (Stamp 
Collecting 1949, The Stamp 
Lover 1949). Jordan (1954) 
reported pairs and a strip, 
saying this indicated 
that the counterfeits had 
been produced in sheets. 
Curiously, in 1977, Fletcher 
listed only the $2 in his 
survey of postal counterfeits 
of the world. The $1 seems to 
be the rarest; even the Royal 
Philatelic Collection did 
not have it in 2001 (Duberal 
2001). Rogers (1999), 

The $1 postal counterfeit, shown front and back, is dif-
ferent than the others. It has much larger perforations, 
among other diff erences.

A 50¢ counterfeit on piece, accompanied by 
three genuine stamps.
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however, said the 50¢ was 
“scarcer” than the other two.

The maverick in the 
pack, the $1 counterfeit, has 
abnormally large perforations. 
Either the perforations were 
punched out of the straight 
edge of the paper, or the 
stamps were separated with 
scissors after the holes had 
been made. On the back 
is what appears to be the 
signature of W.J. Foster. The 
counterfeits are lithographed 
on unwatermarked thick 
wove paper. Jordan (1954) 
was of the view that the quality of the counterfeits suggested “the use of a poor 
lens in the camera or an inexperienced photographer.”

The 50¢ and $2 counterfeits.
The $2 is slightly wider than normal. The crude perforations were thought to 

have been made with “pins stuck in a stick” (Stamp Collecting 1949). Registration 
varies, as with the real 
ones. The $2 (right) has a 
slightly levitated vignett e. 
The Reuters story stated 
that the details of the 
king’s face might have 
given away the fraud, but I 
consider the inadequacies 
of the duty plate to be more 
conspicuous. The daughter 
of Penny Black designer 
Rowland Hill said it was 
much easier to detect forgery in facial features than in a coat of arms or other 
ornament (Mackay 1965), but it appears that the 1948 forgers surpassed that one.

Based on a detailed 
analysis of multiple copies 
of the 50¢ (not including 
my own) and $2, and one 
copy of the $1 (not mine), 
Norris (1981) reported that 

In addition to the perforation diff erences, the $1 
counterfeit (right) fl uoresces (methodology) with the 
“volcanic lava” of aniline inks under 365 nm longwave 
ultraviolet radiation (right half of stamp), but not as 
much as the genuine $1 (left).

While the red ink of the real 
$2 (far left) does not fl uoresce 
under longwave ultraviolet (right 
half of stamp), that of the coun-
terfeit stamp (left) fl uoresces 
with “volcanic lava.”
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the counterfeits were most probably produced 
in a relatively unsophisticated back-street outfi t 
where the same key plate and duty plate were 
used for all values. The duty tablet could have 
been erased and changed after printing one 
denomination, progressive plate wear being 
observed with increasing denomination.

The counterfeits in my possession, however, 
show a number of distinct diff erences in the 
details of the duty plates that are inconsistent 
with progressive plate wear in any sequence of 
denominations. Some of these diff erences were 
listed by Norris (1981) as well. In my opinion, 
the fi ve points of similarity listed by Norris 
(1981) do not rule out separate duty plates, as 
one would expect multiple duty 
plates made from the same source 
patt ern to be largely similar.

Like the BMA 50¢ forgery, the 
Singapore ones are crude by world 
standards for postal counterfeits, 
but they were good enough to 
fool the post. They were perhaps 
helped by the poor print quality 
of some of the real stamps; in the 
late 2010s, a major auction house 
mistook a badly printed real stamp 
for the counterfeit!

In comparison, the work of 
the legendary Jean de Sperati has 
tripped up many a philatelic 
expert. One example is the rare 
photolithographed counterfeit 
(far right) of the equally rare 
lett erpressed original, the Gold 
Coast Imperium high-value 
20 shillings green and red 
(right). The issue was famously 
withdrawn from circulation when 
a large portion of the stock was 
stolen in April 1893.

The possibility of photographic counterfeit was already recognized at the 
beginning, in 1840. That year, photographic pioneer Alfred Swaine Taylor 
actually made some photographic imitations of stamps and sent them to 
Rowland Hill to alert him of the danger (Blackwell 2019).

You might think that postal fraud is much harder to pull off  nowadays, but 
no. Royal Mail, for example, loses millions of pounds every year to stamps 

A crude impression and puddling 
of ink – probably the consequence 
of low-quality lithographic plates 
and watery ink.

On the 50¢ and $1 counterfeits (above), the 
duty plate shows a partial vignette frame, pos-
sibly to guide registration. This partial frame 
is absent on the $2 and on genuine stamps. In 
many places on the counterfeits the accumula-
tion of ink on the edges of printed areas gives an 
impression of letterpress printing, but the edges 
are not quite crisp enough.
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counterfeited using color photocopiers and stamps chemically treated in huge 
batches to remove postmarks.

Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Rising monolithically from the abyssal plain of the Indian Ocean, far away 

from the homely shallows of the Sunda Shelf and more than 1,600 km from 
Singapore, is the coconut defi nitive’s remotest outpost.

And, as if celebrating its 
unlikely membership of the 
fraternity of coconut stamps, 
it bears the same name in 
latin: Cocos.

The journey that brought 
the coconut stamps to the 
Cocos Islands began more 
than three centuries earlier, 
when Captain William 
Keeling of the British East 
India Co. discovered the coral 
atoll on his way home to 
England.

Human sett lement arrived 
in about 1826, when two 
British merchants brought 
their native workers from 
the Malay Archipelago. One 
of them was John Clunies-
Ross, who started a business 
harvesting and exporting 
coconut meat. He was the fi rst 
in a fi ve-generation fi efdom 
that would see the illustrious 
tenure of the coconut defi nitive on the sun-soaked oceanic idyll 100 years later.

The great naturalist Charles 
Darwin’s assistant, Syms Covington, 
who visited with his master in 1836, 
noted in his journal that “the islands 
are complete forests of cocoa nut trees.” 

A map made by James Holman FRS in 1840.

Was Cocos Island so special that even the 
Director of Posts William Cooper couldn't 
resist a souvenir from the postal agency’s 
opening day? If so, he evidently appreci-
ated the virtues of a simple cover. The 
author considers it unlikely that an enve-
lope devoid of any formal annotation of 
government service was made for offi  cial 
record.
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Darwin himself marvelled at how “utt erly insignifi cant” 
the Great Pyramids of Egypt were in the shadow of the 
gigantic coral reef lurking beneath the waves.

According to a pilot chart published by the United 
States Naval Oceanographic Offi  ce in 1969, the 
8,000-kilometre great circle from the Cape of Good Hope 
to the Sunda Strait passes through the Cocos islands. 
The islands were such an important landmark in the 
open sea that they were marked even in small-scale 
maps covering the whole of the Indian Ocean.

In the decades before air mail, the most reliable 
way to send lett ers from the Cocos Islands was via 
the famous “tin can” mail service. Outgoing mail was 
enclosed in a four-gallon drum that was carried out from 
the lagoon to the open sea by a motor launch. The drum 
was secured to a rope let into the water by a passing 
ship (Clayton 1968, National Archives of Singapore 1983, 
Riddell 1986, MacLean 2002). Incoming mail came with 
beef and vegetables in a barrel dropped overboard.

The tin can mail outlived a postal agency that operated from 1933-37, the latt er 
dispatching and collecting mail 
only three times a year when 
the offi  cial steamer came by 
(Clayton 1968, Riddell 1986). See 
Hill (1972) for a detailed postal 
history to 1946.

World War II gave the Cocos 
Islands their career break. On 
March 3, 1942, the islands’ 
strategic importance as a cable 
and wireless station was brought 
home by a Japanese warship 
that shelled the atoll, fl att ening 
24 houses. Thinking they had 
destroyed the communications 
installations, the Japanese left 
and never harassed it again.

The islands were subsequently 
erased from Allied maps to protect them (Riddell 1986). After all, this tiny speck 
of calcium carbonate was all the Allies had in the whole of Japanese-occupied 
southeast Asia.

On May 8, 1942, Ceylonese soldiers on Cocos launched a mutiny, with the 
intention of handing the islands over to Japanese forces on Christmas Island. It failed.

In mid-1945, as the tide of war began to turn, Cocos became the site of a 
massive military build-up by the British in preparation for the liberation of 
southeast Asia. An air base was built, with a steel runway long enough to take 

Among the covers produced to mark the occasion was 
one carrying a violet Qantas cachet (Riddell 1986). 
The author has encountered fi ve examples, all with 
the same addressee and envelope design. Another 
design (not shown) carries a framed portait of the 
queen, with or without a painting of a half-coconut 
beside it.

The postal business was 
given a boost by Queen 
Elizabeth II, who dropped 
by the Cocos Islands on 
her coronation world tour 
in 1954. She spent only 
a couple of hours on the 
atoll, but it set off  a phila-
telic feeding frenzy.
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heavy bombers, complete with 
radar, anti-aircraft guns and an 
air-sea rescue unit. At its height, 
it hosted 7,000 personnel.

Indeed, the remote atoll’s 
disproportionate ability to land 
large aircraft made it one of the 
speculated touchdown points 
of fl ight MH370, a Malaysia 
Airlines Boeing 777 that 
vanished in the southern Indian 
Ocean in 2014.

Back in 1952, the postal 
establishment on the atoll 
was just starting a new life. 
On Sept. 2 (Clayton 1968), 
after an absence of 15 years, 
the postal agency reopened 
with the coconut defi nitives of 
Singapore, although coconut 
defi nitives postmarked in the 
Cocos Islands were known 
since 1946 (see Riddell 1988).

Every one of these and other 
April 5 covers I have seen – about 20 so far – has postmarks timed at 5:15 p.m., 
and with the same misalignment of numerals: a slightly higher “4” in “54,” and 
an upward-slanting “5 15.” As it turns out, these covers weren’t postmarked on 
Cocos at all.

Two lett ers despatched from Cocos on April 2 and 28, 1954, reveal that all 
lett ers posted over the weekend of the Queen’s visit were left uncanceled, 
bundled up onto a Royal Air Force plane, fl own to Singapore and postmarked at 
the General Post Offi  ce in bustling Collyer Quay. The government representative 
on Cocos had arranged this with Singapore’s director of posts.

The RAF troop-carrier and freighter aircraft – a Handley Page H.P.67 Hastings, 
a type fl own extensively during the Berlin Airlift – took off  late at night on April 5 
with the bags of mail, which would usually be carried on the regular Qantas fl ight 
the day before. On arrival in Singapore the following day, the uncanceled lett ers 
were all postmarked “5 APR” to match the date of the royal visit.

I see this as an omen of a culture that would come to dominate the 20th 
century and beyond: economical mass production to satisfy consumers for whom 
only appearance really matt ers.

Yet more waves of philatelic tourism were to break over the shores of the 
Cocos Islands.

Everyday life on the atoll, however, was hardly bothered. The Clunies-Ross 
family oversaw its fi efdom in an eminently democratic manner, with no police 

A geographical study in red and black. See Riddell 
(1986) for more about this cover design. The cancel-
lation is executed to philatelic perfection: a clean 
intersect by the ring without touching the postmark’s 
place and date. The addressee is a well-known philat-
elist said to have made many canceled-to-order covers. 
The pairing of Cocos postmark with Trengganu stamp 
spans almost the full latitudinal range of the coconut 
defi nitive (Kelantan is slightly more northerly). It is 
a testimony to both the heterogeneity and fraternity 
of Malaya that the stamps of any state could be used 
in any other state, Cocos being the extreme case. The 
islands are geographically signifi cant in another way: 
the great-circle path from the Cape of Good Hope to the 
Sunda Strait (the channel between Java and Sumatra) 
passes through Cocos.
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force, giving the islanders a 
social security possible only 
without the overpopulation 
and materialism that was 
sweeping across the world. 

Yangchen Lin is a televi-
sion news producer previ-
ously trained as a scientist. His 
brand of philately comprises 
a single stamp design that 
spans a wide range of space 
and time, rather than a specifi c 
geographical entity or period. 
In an area where postal history 
has already been researched 
in detail, this approach has 
yielded fascinating stories 
ranging from graphic design to 
forensic science. 

[Editor’s Note: This is the 
seventh of several installments by 
Yangchen on his deeply special-
ized interest in the extremely 
diverse Coconut defi nitives of 
Malaya. He has not only studied these 
stamps from virtually every aspect for 
years, he also has exhibited, including at 
World Stamp Exhibition 2015 in Sin-
gapore. His exhibit, The Stamp That 
Took Malaya by Storm – Graphic 
Design and Diversifi cation, refl ects 
only a small portion of Yangchen’s 
extensive study of these stamps, but has 
relevance to virtually anyone consider-
ing the evolution and study of a specifi c 
stamp design. His entire study, includ-
ing updates, as more information be-
comes available, appears on his personal 
website, www.linyangchen.com/Phi-
lately. His extensive list of references 
is found on his website as well: www.
linyangchen.com/Malaya-stamp-
literature.]

Note: The next installment of this 
ongoing and important series will 
continue with the Crown Colonies 
era, leading with perforations.

One of the many brown envelopes affi  xed with coconut 
defi nitives of various Malay states and addressed to J. 
Bailey in Perak, where he ran a stamp business with 
Edward Proud (Joe Robertson comm.). All are dated 
Nov. 8, 1955, about two weeks before the islands were 
transferred to Australian jurisdiction on Nov. 23 (see 
Clayton (1968) and Riddell (1986) for Cocos postal his-
tory to this date). The author is not even sure whether 
they actually went through the mail or were simply 
postmarked and brought back in the luggage, as they 
are in near-perfect condition. Other than these, the cov-
eted “COCOS ISLAND” circular date stamp was applied 
to postal material ranging from unused aerogrammes 
with no addressee, to a registered envelope emblazoned 
with the full set of Singapore coconut defi nitives.

BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA

               1891 £25 Revenue – A ine Die Proof struck in 
                black on thin wove paper. Rare and beautiful.

For ine material for the collector & exhibitor
please visit my website:
 www.geraldbodily.co.uk

GERALD BODILY
P.O. Box 475 Richmond TW9 3DN

Email: rbcollect@yahoo.co.uk
Telephone: +44 208 255 1219



42 www.collectorsclub.org                        January-February 2020

At its November meeting, the BESG had a double treat. The program started 
with a social hour, including cuisine typical of Sarawak, provided by BESG co-
chair Joan Harmer. Following the social hour, those att ending were treated to a 
presentation on Sarawak, by BESG member Adrian Bethray. It combined family 

genealogy, Sarawak history and philately. Adrian had previ-
ously presented this program at a Sarawak Study Group 
meeting at Kuching, Sarawak. There was also a special 
guest, Tham Whye Long, from the Malaysian consulate, who 
joined for the social hour and the program.   

Sarawak was given to Sir James Brooke by the Sultan of 
Brunei for his help in restoring him to his throne and freeing 
the area of pirates. He was known as the White Raj of Sar-
awak and ruled between 1842 and 1861. The Brooke family 
administered Sarawak until 1946, when 
it was ceded to Great Britain. Capt. John 
Hewat, an ancestor of Adrian’s wife, 
became part of Sarawak’s history when 

he was employed by the Brooke family to suppress the lo-
cal and very dangerous pirates. After fi ve years of fi ghting, 
including the historic batt le of Mukah, he returned to his 
native Scotland and later relocated to South Africa to run 
the mail service there, eventually becoming harbormaster at 
Cape Town. 

The program then shifted to philately, with a display 
of Sarawak stamps starting with those bearing the image 
of Sir James Brooke (1869) to those of QEII. The connection with Great Britain 
ended in 1963, when Sarawak became a state within the Federation of Malaysia. 
Until it joined the UPU in 1897, Sarawak stamps could only be used locally and 
to addresses in British Singapore and Borneo. Other foreign mail required India 
stamps canceled at Singapore and, later, stamps of Straits Sett lements. 

The BESG meets on the second Thursday of the month from September 
through May. Any Collectors Club member interested in att ending is welcome. 
For program details contact co-chair Bob Gray at robertgray@me.com. 

Captain of the Raj of Sarawak:
British Empire Study Group Program

by Robert Gray

Sir James Brooke.

Sir Charles Brooke.

The Collectors Club Philatelist is an international spe-
cialty journal serving the needs of hundreds of collectors 
worldwide. It serves as the journal of record for the CCNY as 
well as publishing stimulating and helpful articles for col-
lectors of many levels and specialties. The Collectors Club 
Philatelist strives to publish accurate philatelic information 
and serves as a forum for communication among members 
of The Collectors Club.
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What’s That I See on the Board?
By Larry Haber

Some years ago, we began a project off ering collectors the opportunity to 
commemorate special philatelic items dear to them on a multi-positional plaque 
on the second fl oor of the Clubhouse. Think of it as a “micro-exhibit,” one item, 
very special to the collector. 

Some months ago, we began a new project to highlight some of these special 
items in the pages of the Collectors Club Philatelist. Our goal is to help bett er un-
derstand the item, why it was selected for display and provide some background 
on the collector.

Gordon Eubanks 
What is this item?

The “Newberry cover” is a strip of three 1¢ stamps of the U.S. 1851 issue, con-
sisting of positions 7-9R1E, showing the only Type I 1¢ stamp and two Type IB 
stamps in a se-tenant strip. Ashbrook wrote that this cover “ranks as number one in 
the list of the rarest covers containing stamps of the General Issue of the United States.” 
These stamps show early impressions from the new plate 1.
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In the Type I design, all of the ornaments are complete on all four sides. 
Further, the top and bott om lines also are complete. Of all the imperforate 1851 
1¢ blue stamps that were printed, the only examples that show the most com-
plete design – as found on the original die – are those few great rarities that come 
down to us today from this one position, Type I, position 7R1E, Scott  No. 5. 

This cover is rightfully considered to be the fi nest 7R1E piece known to phi-
lately. It is the earliest recorded 7R1E use, four days after the July 1 issue date. It 
is, without question, one of the fi nest gems in U.S. philately.

The strip is canceled by three strikes of the bright red grid with matching 
“Richmond Va. Jul. 5th”? (1851) CDS on a light blue folded lett er headed “Rich-
mond July 5th 1851” and addressed to Messrs. Blow & March, New York. 

Provenance:
• Acquired by Judge Robert S. Emerson, circa late 1936.
• Saul Newbury sold to the Weills of New Orleans. 
• Sold privately to Ryohei Ishikawa for his 1¢ 1851-57 collection. 
• Ex-Ishikawa acquired for John R. Boker Jr. by Andrew Levitt . 
• Traded by Boker to an unidentifi ed collector as part of an exchange for a col-

lection of Waterbury Conn., fancy cancellations.

Why did I select it for display at the Collectors Club?
“To me it represents a beautiful expression of postal history and important stamps 

and was one of the fi rst really iconic covers I owned. The very early use of the Type I com-
bined with two Type 1b stamps is both rare and beautiful.” 

Who am I philatelically?
Gordon Eubanks has been active in the philatelic community over the last 15 

years, currently serving on the board of the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society and 
is a member of the Collectors Club of New York, the Royal Philatelic Society and 
other organizations. He has also served on the board of the Philatelic Foundation 
for two years. Eubanks was a collector as a youth and returned to active collect-
ing some 25 years ago.

Gordon is an avid exhibitor, having received the Champion of Champions 
award twice: fi rst for his 1847 exhibit and more recently for his 1851-1856 exhibit. 
Both are traditional exhibits. Internationally, these exhibits have been awarded 
a large gold each time they were shown, as well as Grand Prix National at New 
York 2016. He has, additionally, writt en extensively on the “art” of philatelic 
exhibiting, to the benefi t of many of his colleagues.

About the Collectors Club Centennial plaque: If you would like to place your 
item on this very special display board in the Clubhouse, some spots are still 
available. To further explore this opportunity, please contact Larry Haber at 
info@collectorsclub.org. 
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Murder and the Collectors Club
By K. David Steidley, Ph.D.

Chairman, Archival and Historical Committee

In 1939 the Collectors Club was featured 
in a well-received mystery novel, Cancelled 
in Red, by Hugh Pentecost, the pen name of 
mystery author Judson Philips. This novel 
was a major pulp fi ction event of the time. 
It won the $1,000 Red Badge Prize and the 
$10,000 prize in the Dodd Mead Mystery 
contest. Cancelled in Red received favorable 
reviews in the New York Times1 and the Col-
lector Club Bulletin2. It was the fi rst of nearly 
100 novels by Philips (1903-89), and was 
essential to launching his career (he had 
co-authored two previous books). My recent 
read was fun, as I saw old-time names in-
cluding Crocker, Morgenthau and Sanabria 
dot the pages.

The plot is set in 1938 and involves the 
murder of a shady dealer, missing rare 
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stamps and an honest dealer acting as an amateur sleuth. A number of scenes are 
set on Nassau Street and two in the Collectors Club at our present address, but 
perhaps a club you may not recognize. This club had a card room and a smoke 
room with a bar and Mac, the bartender. Consider this wonder: “The fi rst section 
of the washroom consisted of a row of wash basins, on one side, and a long table, topped 
with mirrors, on the other. On the table were brushes and combs, nail fi les, talcum pow-
ders, hair tonics, tins of aspirin, bott les of Bromo Seltz er.” Oh, were it so.

On another visit to the Collectors Club by the protagonist, the Crocker collec-
tion was on view prior to its auction in November in London. I cannot confi rm 
this as either myth or reality.

Philips dedicated his book to his friend, Spencer Anderson, a Nassau Street 
stamp dealer. Anderson sold an Inverted Jenny block of four to Ethel McCoy in 
the 1930s. 

You can buy this book inexpensively on the web or borrow it from the Club 
library. As a novel, it has been reprinted numerous times and features several 
diff erent covers. It fi rst appeared in the May 6, 1939, issue of Argosy magazine, 
which is illustrated on the front cover of this issue.

Above: The original cover of Cancelled 
in Red.

Right: The WWII-era cover of the 
author’s edition.

Facing page: An illustration from the book 
and a photo of Pentecost (Philips).
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Above: Two more recent iterations of the 1939 Pentecost novel.

Postscript on a Seldom Seen Rate
My paperback copy of this book was printed during World War II and had 

notices to buy war bonds, conserve paper and instructions on how to mail this 
book to a service man:

OUR BOYS NEED BOOKS
Now that you have fi nished this book, why not pass it along to a serviceman? Bring it 

to the nearest public library or USO offi  ce, or mail to: Commanding General, 8th Service 
Command, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, marked “For Army Libraries.”…

To send this book to any service man in the United States, affi  x the address and a 3¢ 
stamp and drop in any mailbox.

The U.S. Postal Bulletin of Jan. 28, 1942, had a notice of how to mail books to 
servicemen, no wrapping needed, just pay 1.5¢ postage. This was essentially the 
4th-class book rate of Nov. 1, 1938, of 1.5¢/pound or fraction thereof. This was 
amended in the later Postal Bulletin of July 1, 1942, to 3¢/pound or fraction thereof. 
This rate was not increased until Jan. 1, 1949. This book weighs three ounces. 
Endnotes:

1. New York Times, June 4, 1939, Page 172,
2. “Feature Collectors Club in a Murder Mystery,” Collector Club Bulletin, Vol.2, No.4, June 

1938, Page 10. 
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At the Clubhouse
Meeting of April 17, 2019
Sealing the Letter in 19th-Century Great Britain

Arthur H. Groten, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Most collectors are aware that, relative to the postage stamp, the envelope was 
a comparatively late postal innovation, not entering widespread use until the 
second half of the 19th century.

Until then, lett ers were simply 
folded up, stamped (or not) and 
sealed. And in that last step before the 
lett er went on its way, Arthur Groten 
saw an opportunity for researching 
and collecting a fascinating and sur-
prisingly wide-ranging subject.

Where most collectors of postal 
history tend to give the seal on the 
back of a lett er no more than a pass-
ing glance, Groten has made it a 
main focus of study. He has delved 
into methods such as wax, wafers, 
paper seals and even patented rivets; 
competing makers whose sample 
sheets and books he also collects; and 
the factors that infl uenced the some-
times intricate and beautiful designs employed. 

Eventually, it all came together into an exhibit. As he has done before, Groten 
ended up challenging some of the conventions of 
philatelic exhibiting in the process.

“Those of you who know me, know my penchant 
for seeking out arcane subjects and daring the judges 
to judge me,” he declared. 

Groten, the 2013 winner of the American 
Philatelic Society’s John N. Luff  Award for 
distinguished philatelic research, is a U.S. Army 
veteran and enjoyed a 30-year career as a radiol-
ogist. He is known to enjoy “pushing the enve-
lope,” as it were, in his exhibiting endeavors. His 
contributions to the hobby include founding and 
leading A.P.S.-affi  liated clubs devoted to ephem-
era and poster stamps, and writing and exhibit-
ing widely on Canada, Israel and other areas.

Left: Some of the simplest letter seals were made of paper. Their 
bright colors, as seen in this contemporary sample collection, 
were often paint-based and have survived undimmed by time.

Dr. Arthur H. Groten spoke at the Collectors Club
on April 17, 2019.
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He began by 
explaining that to 
19th-century corre-
spondents, no less 
than to modern 
emailers, privacy 
was paramount. 
The importance of 
keeping a lett er’s 
contents away 
from prying eyes 
until it reached its 
recipient led a pa-
rade of inventors to 
try and develop the 
perfect technique 
for doing so.

Surprisingly 
litt le is known 
about the history of 
the development of 
the envelope. The 
public hesitated for 
decades before ac-
cepting it as a necessity, partly because paper could be scarce and expensive, and 
partly because of lingering concerns that, despite the postal reforms of the 1840s, 
using an envelope risked an increase in the cost of postage.

In the meantime, it became the custom to fold up lett ers into a clever self-con-
tained sleeve, with everything held securely shut by a spot of something sticky: 
wax (in actual fact a mix of shellac and powdered vermilion), a wafer of dried 

Left: A yellow wafer seal on an 1840 Mulready enve-
lope reads, “Go where I wish to be.”

Below: The earliest-known paper wafer 
seal dates to 1837 and shows a cameo 
portrait of the Italian writer Francesco 
Petrarca (Petrarch). The letter indicates 
the wafer may have been purloined 
from the Royal Medical Society in Lon-
don. (Seal is enlarged and inset.)
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glue, celluloid or isinglass, a pasty 
substance made from the dried 
swim bladders of fi sh, or some 
other substance.

The practice of sealing con-
tinued after the introduction of 
envelopes, which in the early days 
did not have the gummed lick-and-
stick feature that remains popular 
today.

Groten gave an overview of the 
history of seals from 1635, when 
the posts ceased being a royal 
prerogative and were opened to the 
public. He touched on cameo wafers, which at one time were once collected in 
their own right outside of philately, and metal seals, which were widely experi-
mented with in Britain and elsewhere. He also compared the diff erent types of 
seals used in Britain, the United States and other countries.

Because they were typically torn or destroyed when a lett er was opened, it 
took Groten years to fi nd a perfect example of the simplest type of paper seal. 

Some paper wafers simulated wax in an eff ort to look classier. Most often, the 
seal had a simple bit of text, such as the sender’s name or the day of the week, or 
a simple image such as a fl ower or bird.

More complex types bore faux cameos, combined text and images, used 
multiple colors or showed a portrait of a specifi c individual, daintily embossed. 
Several examples shown by Groten are the only known of their type. Some of the 
more intriguing seals showed scenic att ractions or carried anti-slavery, pro-vege-
tarian, temperance or other social messages. 

One of the many interesting points made in Groten’s presentation was that 
larger seals bearing advertising messages began to evolve into the poster stamps 
that would become so popular in the 20th century.

The fi nal section of the presentation walked through the evolution of the enve-
lope, from initial experimental types in 1840 to more commercially widespread 
ones from later in the 19th century. 

In all, the evening off ered a fascinating introduction to some unjustly over-
looked examples of what Groten likes to call “paraphilately,” the wide range of 
material beyond the traditional bounds of stamps and covers, envelopes and let-
ter seals being a prime example.

A video of Groten’s full talk is at www.collectorsclub.org/sealing-the-lett er-
in-19th-century-great-britain-dr-arthur-groten/. A member login is required for 
viewing.

His amply illustrated cover story on lett er seals in the Sep. 2017 Ephemera 
Journal is at www.ephemerasociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Ephemera-
Journal-Vol-20-Issue-1.pdf

— Matt hew Healey

A large, late-19th century seal advertising a seed mer-
chant is a forerunner to the poster stamps that enjoyed 
popularity from the 1890s to the 1930s.
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Meeting of June 14, 2019
Fire on the Water; Steamboat Mail in New York: 1808 to 1855

Daniel Ryterband, New York, N.Y.

Dan Ryterband’s exceptional presentation gave us a glimpse of his compre-
hensive analysis of the post offi  ce rules and opera-
tions applicable to the handling of “loose” lett ers 
received into the postal system from steamboats 
during the period 1808-55. The exhibit demon-
strated how such lett ers were rated and accounted 
for, with the start representing the earliest-known 
lett er carried by steamboat and the end date being 
the close of the golden era of steamboat mail. He 
has built a comprehensive collection of inland 
waterway mail, but this exhibit was confi ned to 
the State of New York because these waterways 
served as the post offi  ce proving grounds for 
steamboat mail. 

 It is important to recognize that, starting in 
1815, most mail transported by steamboat was 
not recognizable as such because it was carried 
in locked bags under contract. Such mail lacks steamboat markings because 
they were marked and bagged in the city of origin and locked until they were 
delivered to the next distributing post offi  ce. Conversely, loose lett ers carried 
by steamboat were generally deposited in wharf boxes or otherwise handed 
to someone on the boat, and the steamboat master delivered these to the post 

The earliest-known letter carried by steamboat, dated Oct. 1, 1808, carried on the North River. This folded 
letter (bootlegged outside the mails) was rated as a drop letter when it entered the mails in Albany, so was 
assessed 1¢ postage due, despite traveling a distance that should have warranted a 17¢ rating.
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offi  ce at the port of entry himself or, depending on the time and the route, 
such lett ers were handled by a route agent. It is these loose lett ers – which 
illustrate distinctive markings – that are generally sought by collectors of 
steamboat mail. 

In its infancy, mail carried by steamboat on the Hudson River benefi ted from 
reduced postage rates relative to contract land rates. Some lett ers were deliv-
ered and posted directly to the post offi  ce at destination and therefore subject to 
1¢ postage due as a drop lett er, while others were treated as “ship mail.” This 
created a revenue loss for the U.S. Post Offi  ce Department (as compared to less-
effi  cient carriage by land) and a need to develop new laws and procedures. The 

The earliest-reported letter bearing the “B” (Boat) marking to aid with Origin to Destination Land Rate.

Earliest-reported stampboat handstamp used in the United States. Letter sent from Albany to New York City.
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exhibit illustrates how practices developed via the Post Offi  ce Acts of 1799, 1810, 
1815, 1823 and 1825. 

Applicable postal law and instructions from the postmaster general and 
local postmasters have been misunderstood by collectors for generations, and 
Dan’s exhibit presents new discoveries and research that clarifi es the confusing 
conventions and demonstrates the evolution of the mechanisms introduced by 
the Post Offi  ce Dept. to designate and account for mail carried by steamboat. 
These mechanisms include the introduction of the manuscript “B” and vari-
ous handstamp “steamboat” markings, which served as accounting marks to 
ensure that postmasters at the port of entry knew how to rate and account for 
the lett ers, as well as new methods for calculating rates and distances including 
the requirement to rate lett ers based on an “origin to destination” convention 
as if carried by land. The exhibit also illustrates how practices that were well 
documented under law varied by geography and, where possible, explains why 
such diff erences existed. 

Dan’s presentation was informative and explained in clear detail. It was very 
well received by the members, who appreciate a concise and well-organized talk.

It can be found on our website at: www.collectorsclub.org/fi re-on-the-water-
steamboat-mail-in-new-york-state-1808-1855-daniel-ryterband/ .

— Wade E. Saadi

Meeting of Dec. 4, 2019
Development as a collector and exhibitor of “New York City Foreign Mail”

Nicholas Kirke, Prague, Czech Republic

Nick Kirke did a marvelous job. He was totally prepared, spoke fl awlessly, 
showed preeminent material, and he gave a presentation rather than just lead 
us though his exhibit. He brought a fi rst-rate, large, spiral-bound color booklet 
for distribution to all. The room was standing-room only, with some standees. 

Cover with boxed “Troy & New York Steam Boat ” marking. The authority for assessing the additional 2¢ 
ship fee is unknown.
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Nick brought around 11 frames of material and this was spread across our 20 
frames in the room. Nick`s primary references, Edwin Milliken from 1942, Ar-
thur Van Vlissingen & Morrison Waud from 1968 and William Weiss from 1990, 
all called the genre “New York Foreign Mail” (NYFM), used the timeframe 
1870-76/78, and classifi ed cancels in groups according to type.

Having discovered “NYFM” comprised no more than 10% of outbound gen-
eral foreign mail, Nick inserted “CITY” into the headline terminology (acronym 
NYCFM).

The timeframe precluded earlier cancels that qualifi ed as NYCFM, so he 
extended the period back to 1850 and changed cancel classifi cation to a chrono-
logical basis.

He redefi ned these cancels as “Cancellations specifi cally produced for use on 
outbound foreign lett ers (excepting Canada) which usually entered the mail in NYC.” 
The qualifi cation “usually” was necessary due to lett ers that did not originate 
in NYC. There are 6 categories.

 Lett ers originating:
1. in other countries carried via NYC “in the mails” to another country.
2. in other countries carried via NYC “out of the mails” by private carrier

 to  another country.
3. in other U.S. cities, which received a postmark from that originating

 city and a NYCFM cancel.
4. in other countries “bootlegged” via NYC to another country.
5. in other countries carried “in the mails” via NYC to a U.S. address.
6. in other countries “STEAMSHIP” lett ers via NYC to a U.S. address.
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Just as Nick discovered there was something wrong about how he collected 
NYCFM, so he discovered something wrong about how he exhibited it. The 
judges’ comments may be summarized thus:

He was told his is a marcophily exhibit, not in the fi rst echelon of postal 
history. Cancels from a single city do not compare, for example, with exhibits 
showing the evolution of stamp design, through production to usage. Judges 
claimed, “were not other Exchange Offi  ces equally signifi cant?”

So, Nick stressed the importance of NYC, environmentally and postally, and 
sublimated the cancels to a more traditional postal history narrative. Two books 
were helpful: Gotham, A history of NYC to 1898, by Edwin G. Burrows and Mike 
Wallace, and Population History of New York City, 
by Ira Rosenwaike.

In that period, why was New York City the 
predominant U.S. city?

Its bay, one of the world`s largest natural har-
bors, was also the United States’ most accessible 
port to Europe. By 1865, the harbor carried a 
third of the nation‘s exports and half its imports. 

As early as 1783, NYC was the main link-
age point between industrializing Europe and 
the North American hinterland, involving 
cott on from Mississippi, gold from California 
and grain from Illinois. In 1810, NYC overtook 
Philadelphia as America`s most populous city. 
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By the late 1850s, NYC was not only the central hub for the commercial expan-
sion of the United States, but the fastest-growing industrial area in the world.

Postally, NYC postmaster Robert H. Morris pioneered the fi rst Postmaster‘s 
Provisional 5¢ stamp in 1845. The city`s post offi  ces during the NYCFM pe-
riod, the Middle Dutch Church and City Hall Park, were the largest post offi  ce 
buildings in the United States. The city`s population produced more outbound 
foreign mail than all other U.S. Exchange Offi  ces combined, with lett er volumes 
rising from 80,000 in 1850 to 1.3 million in 1875. These lett ers went to an ex-
traordinarily wide range of countries, as evidenced by 70 diff erent countries in 
Nick`s collection alone. By 1869, from 229 U.S. contract mail sailings, 204 were 

from NYC.
How did Nick integrate this information? He 

dropped “cancels” from the title which became The 
Evolution of Outbound Foreign Mail originating in New 
York City 1845-78. His exhibit received 97 points 
internationally at Prague 2018, and a Grand Award 
in the United States.

Nick Kirke gave the audience an outstanding 
presentation that will be remembered for a long 
time. Shown accompanying this report are a few 
pages from his exhibit. Nick’s talk may be found on 
our website at: www.collectorsclub.org/the-devel-
opment-of-ny-foreign-mail-as-a-collecting-and-
exhibiting-experience-nicholas-kirke-prague-czech-
republic/ .

— Wade E. Saadi
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Book Reviews
2020 Scott Classic Specialized Catalogue of Stamps & Covers 1840-1940, 1,358 pages plus 50 

pages of introduction, terminology, watermarks, common-design types, numbers changes (ad-
ditions and deletions) and more. Thousands of color 
illustrations throughout , 8½ by 11 inches, perfect bound, 
Amos Media, Sidney, Ohio. List price $179.99, available 
at a discount through Amos Advantage program or from 
numerous stamp dealers.

The 26th edition of this long-essential 
work is out: the 2020 Scott  Classic Specialized 
Catalogue of Stamps & Covers 1840-1940.

The title of the catalog, as many know, is a 
litt le misleading. While it does, indeed, cover 
stamps of the world through the fi rst century 
they were produced, it goes a step further. 
Stamps of the British Commonwealth are listed 
from 1840-1952 (essentially covering the stamps 
issued under the reign of King George VI).

Recent Library Acquisitions...
Al’aube de la philatelie Oscar Berger Levrault , Ouvrages et correspondances (1860-
1869), by  Herve Barbelin, de l Academie de philatelie.
The Congress Book 2019, Eighty-Fifth American Philatelic Congress.
History of Postal Service in Hanover, New Hampshire Since 1761, by Terence M. Hines.
Plating the Legislative Palace Issue of 1926, by Geoff rey Brewster.
Mysterious Philippe de Ferrari, cet Inconnu, by Wolfgang Maassen.
Confederate Use of Patriotic Covers During the Civil War 1861-1865, by John H 
Walker.
Proceedings of the First International Symposium on Analytical Methods in Philately, 
edited by Thomas Lera, John H Barwis, et al.
The Future of Philately as Seen in 2018, by W4 Group.
Catalog of the Offi  cial Certifi cates/Cubiertas of Colombia, by Steve Phelps.
Catalogue of a Display given to the Collectors Club, by Arthur W. Gray.
Freedom Just Around the Corner, Black America from Civil War to Civil Rights, by 
Daniel Piazza.
British Printed Papers by Post 1836 to 1876, by Gavin Fryer.
Please contact the editor if you would like to review one or more of these titles 
for the CCP. 
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What particularly sets the Classic Specialized apart from 
all the other volumes of Scott catalogs (aside from the time 
period covered) is the fact that the Classic Specialized is, indeed, 
a specialized catalog. It lists – and continues to expand listings 
for – varieties of stamps, values for never-hinged stamps and 
values of on-cover stamps. These features alone can more than 
pay for the cost of the catalog. For example, Danzig Scott No. 
C2 (an airmail,surcharge released in 1920) is not a particularly 
scarce stamp. A used example catalogs for $2.60. But that same 
stamp on a legitimate commercial airmail cover is valued 
at $225. Similarly, a 1c 1888 postage due issue from Tunisia 
(Scott JA1) has  a used value of $5.50, but on cover the value 
leaps to $750! These are just two examples of thousands found 
throughout the catalog. A similar story can be told of values for 
many stamps that are never hinged.

But what are some of the specifics regarding this year’s 
catlog? There are two special editorial features in the 2020 edition. The first, 
involving the cover illustration – the so-called Alexandria “Blue Boy” cover – is 
by Linn’s staffer Michael Baadke. The feature tells a bit about the history of the 
unique cover, as well as announcing that it is now listed and valued at $1.18 
million, based on a 2019 auction realization.

The second feature, written by Richard T. Hall, delves into the complexities of 
Switzerland’s early postage due issues, which helps simplify their identification, 
at the same time Scott listings have been expanded for them.

Among the additions to the new catalog are sections for perforated initial 
Official stamps of Switzerland and Venezuela. Other additions include new 
listings for stamps of the Danube Steam Navigation Co., and enhanced images 
for surcharged high-denomination stamps of Thailand from 1892-99.

The ongoing exansion of listings for never-hinged stamps now includes 
additions and updates for Egypt, Fiume, British Offices Abroad, Iraq, 
Madagascar, Somaliland Protectorate and others.

Although every catalog features a mixture of both rising and falling values, 
the listings for Western Ukraine featured 250 value changes, mostly upward.

If you’re not familiar with the Scott Classic Specialized Catalogue of United 
States Stamps and Covers, it would be very much worth your while to pick one up. 
As mentioned previously, the difference in listings from the general catalogs is 
startling – and enlightening! 

– Wayne L. Youngblood

Baghdad in British Occupation: The Story of the 1917 Provisional Stamps, by Freddy Khalastchy 
FRPSL. The Royal Philatelic Society London, 2017, £50 plus postage from the RPSL, 15 Abchurch 
Lane, London EC4N 7BW, UK, or online at: www.rpsl.org.uk/ .

This beautifully illustrated, well-documented and indispensable reference 
on the subject is available at the Collectors Club Library. The provisional stamps 
of Baghdad in British Occupation is a famous philatelic issue that has been the 
subject of several journal articles. Freddy Khalastchy’s book is a comprehensive 
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treatise of these stamps and related covers. 
When these provisional stamps were issued in 
1917, philately was a very popular hobby, and 
patriotic feeling in Britain and India was high. 
The news of the occupation of the historic 
city of Baghdad, and the very scarcity of this 
issue all combined to generate strong interest 
and demand from collectors. The interest and 
demand remains after more than 100 years. 

World War I in Europe was trench 
warfare, whereas the invasion of Ottoman 
Mesopotamia – modern day Iraq – was a 
difficult campaign comprising a series of 
advances and a major defeat for the British 
and Indian forces at Kut Al Amara in 1916. 
Capturing Baghdad was, therefore, both a 
political and military success and Sir Percy 

Cox, the political officer for the invasion and an avid stamp collector, knew what 
was needed. He ordered that existing Ottoman stamps and postal stationery 
held by local merchants and the Baghdad post office be overprinted “Baghdad 
in British Occupation.” This would serve as notice to the public that the Ottoman 
government was out and the British were in control. This was not a novel 
approach. The British had used the phrase “Bushire under British Occupation” 
on Persian stamps when it took control of that Persian Gulf port in 1915. 

The story of how these stamps came to be, as well as details on their issuance, 
is described in the book. These stamps were available for only 17 days at the 
Baghdad Post Office and collectors wanted examples and covers of these historic 
items. Twenty-three souvenir sets of the overprinted stamps marked with a Sept. 
10, 1917, cancellation were prepared and sent to important people of the day. 
These presentation sets, for example, went to King George V, General Maude 
(commanding general in Mesopotamia), Viscount Chelmsford – Viceroy of India, 
Sir Percy Cox and other notables.

The book provides considerable detail on these stamps, as well as the 11 
stamps overprinted but not issued. The book records the number of each of 
the stamps issued and the various kinds and numbers of overprint errors 
known. For unused stamps it provides the numbers believed to still be in 
existence. Forgeries of the overprints are also recorded and discussed. All 134 
known covers having at least one canceled Baghdad provisional stamp are 
described. A majority of these are local and apparently philatelic. There are 20 
covers considered as commercially used with correct postage or arrival mark. 
References to the auctions in which these covers appeared are also provided 
for documentation. 

The book would be of considerable interest to those collecting or researching 
this provisional issue, as well as to those with a broader interest in British 
Empire, India and military mail. Additionally the book provides an interesting 
and important source on the subject of the occupation of Baghdad. 

– Robert Gray
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La Comunicazione Epistolare da e per Torino - Volume IV - Vittorio Amedeo III (1773-1796) 

e le Tariff e Postali del 1795 basate sulla distanza in poste (Epistolary communication to and 

from Turin, Vol. IV, Victor Amadeus III [1773-1796] and the 1795 Postal Tariff s measured in 

“posts” as distance unit), by Italo Robetti and Achille Vanara, 330 pages, color illustrations 
(about 500) throughout, in Italian, perfect bound (21 by 29.5 cm), Torino, 2017, published by 
ANCAI; € 30 + Postage [Available from ANCAI’s Secretary, Achille Vanara, via Vicenza 4, 10144 
Torino TO Italy, a.vanara@alice.it, or ancai1@libero.it].

This volume examines the last decades of the 18th century, and collectors of 
Italian postal history will be delighted to add 
well-researched information to the period that 
ended with the early phase of the Napoleonic 
occupation of the peninsula.

When Victor Amadeus III ascended to the 
throne in 1773, the post office of the Kingdom of 
Sardinia had, a few months earlier (Sept. 17, 1772), 
been given new directives and regulations aimed 
at reforming and improving the postal service. 
His reign started well, but in the course of time, 
things went from bad to worse. At his death, 
the kingdom was bankrupt and had lost Savoy 
and Nice. The blame cannot be cast solely on 
Amadeus; he was a magnanimous and intelligent 
monarch, but he surrounded himself with 
incompetent generals and unreliable ministers.

Even the authors of this volume are baffled by 
the fact that a rather elaborate — not to say radical – postal reform was introduced 
at a most dramatic juncture of Victor Amadeus’ III reign. The 1795 letters patent 
introduced a new method for calculating postal tariffs, based on the distance 
between the point of departure and destination of a given piece of mail. This criteria 
had, in some measure, been adopted by France. The weight of the letter determined 
its category (simple, wrapper, double or by the ounce for heavy letters with many 
pages or documents [referred to as “piego”]). Once the category was determined, 
the tariff was based on the number of posts crossed to reach the destination. The 
distances measured in posts as a unit had been dealt by the Letters Patent of 1772 and 
slightly amended in 1779. The various routes and distances from one place to the 
next are duly reproduced from the 1772 and 1779 regulations and take up six pages. 
The 1795 tariffs charts are easy to understand after you determine the typology of 
the letter and the number of posts crossed to reach the destination.

This volume appraises – in great detail – the historic and postal significance of 
hundreds of letters that had traveled from various points of dispatch to a variety 
of destinations. Most of the tariffs paid by the senders are handwritten on the 
address side of the letters and, once your eyes get used to them, they are easy to 
decode. This huge gallery of letters includes a sizable number of them addressed 
to the King of Sardinia from the capitals of Europe and correspondence sharing 
historic developments or postal conveyance details.

Suffice it to say that Victor Amadeus III was married to Maria Antonia of 
Spain (1750), daughter of Philip V and Elisabeth Farnese; their children included 
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three future kings of Sardinia, a future princess of Saxony and Marie Therese, 
who married Charles Philippe Count of Artois (son of the Dauphin Louis). He 
later became Charles X of France (1824-30).

By 1773, his postal network could boast of no fewer than 109 post offices; the 
authors provide a list of them and, at the end of the volume, provide more useful 
information. On the down side, the road network was in a precarious state and 
even the highway to Nice, which had impressed English travelers, did not fulfill 
the needs of heavy traffic. A high number of roads was seen by Victor’s father as 
a liability in case of invasion; this risk lessened with strategic marriages and roads 
benefited from remedial work, as well as construction of a new highway from 
Turin to Casale. Napoleon was the greater beneficiary of this highway.

Among Victor Amadeus III’s initiatives relating to postal matters, the Royal 
Letter sent to the postmaster general of the Royal Posts on Sept. 13, 1782, is 
worthy of attention, since it deals with the conveyance of mail from the island 
of Sardinia to the terrafirma states of the kingdom and beyond. The king 
pointed out that the old arrangement of hiring two “gondolas” had proven 
unsatisfactory and therefore two more adequate “courier” ships were acquired 
at Leghorn and ordered to hoist the Kingdom of Sardinia flag. Both courier 
ships had a captain and the sailors were mostly loyal subjects of the Kingdom 
of Sardinia. This development made it possible to promptly deliver mail 
from and to Cagliari and Sassari, as well as mail to Leghorn, Florence and the 
Sardinian post office in Rome. The operative details were to be issued by the 
postmaster general.

Some signs of discontent showed up as an increase in crime, including robberies 
affecting postilions who – among other things – carried valuables and hard 
cash in gold and silver. On Jan. 8, 1787, the monarch decided to discontinue the 
conveyance of gold and silver via the postal service. This measure brought to an 
end a service that had been introduced in 1720 and was later included in the postal 
regulations of 1772. Meanwhile, the situation of salaried agricultural workers and 
jobholders had seriously deteriorated due to bad harvests and inflation.

By 1789, the social and political unrest in France had reached dangerous 
levels; on July 14, the storming of the Bastille marked the official beginning of 
the French Revolution. In Piedmont, unrest and revolutionary tendencies were 
nothing new, but what was going on in France gave momentum to the discontent 
of the lower classes. The arrival in Turin and Piedmont of French patricians 
fomenting an invasion of the Sardinian army in Provence and southeastern 
France generated gossip that reached Paris. Emperor Leopold II had warned 
Victor Amadeus III to ignore the immigrant troublemakers.

During September 1792, French revolutionary forces took over Savoy and 
conquered the Fort of Barreaux – a Piedmontese stronghold with a force of 11,000 
men, who in full speed retreated and headed for the Aosta Valley and other 
secure places. Within a few weeks Savoy became the 84th department of the 
young French Republic. In due course, scarcely with any resistence, the County 
of Nice succumbed to a similar fate. These developments posed serious postal 
problems for mail from Italy to France and Spain, which normally relied on the 
Piedmontese transit. It also complicated things for mail from the said countries 
to the Italian States and beyond. At the end of October, suggestions were made to 
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Turin to take steps to prevent the conveyance of mail from Lyon; such a remedy 
was worse than the problem as it triggered retaliation.

The following two years brought bigger headaches with the Kingdom of 
Sardinia becoming an ally of Austria and receiving in return some military 
assistance. The British and Spanish navys did what they could to contain the 
anti-monarchic French Republic. Apart from mail handled by field post offices of 
Austrian and Piedmontese armies, there was also a trickling of mail from France, 
Milan and other Italian States. They consistently brought to Turin and other 
Piedmontese cities bad news; only occasionally some good news.

The hundreds of letters pictured in this book have captions explaining the 
postal aspects, such as routes and tariffs paid. Additionally, there is a concise 
narration of the text; in relevant instances the entire text is transcribed. Footnotes 
help our understanding of the role of some of the people mentioned in the letters. 
History narrated by contemporaries has a unique charm, as it tends to be stored 
by our memory where it may remain for the rest of our lives.

In 1796 the Armee d’Italie, headed by a young Napoleon Bonaparte, stormed 
and took over a number of the major Piedmontese fortresses; at Cherasco, on 
April 27, at 3 a.m., two Piedmontese plenipotentiaries agreed to a very harsh 
armistice. An anxious Victor Amadeus received the news a little more than 
24 hours later and signed a copy of the armistice. A total of 110 works of art, 
three fortresses and the County of Nice, as well as the Duchy of Savoy, were 
surrendered to the French. A total of 6,000 French soldiers died and 15,000 men 
of Napoleon’s enemies were captured as prisoners of war.

On Oct. 16, at midday, the King died. Historians, allied countries, friends and 
even his most faithful supporters of the old days blamed him for the kingdom’s 
reversal of fortune.

This volume ends with tables that provide detailed information about the postal 
tariffs introduced on Sept. 19, 1772; the tariffs for mail to foreign destinations; a 
most useful chronology of the activation of the various post offices with the names 
of postmasters and/or clerks, starting with Turin in 1561; and, finally, a list of field 
post offices. The exhaustive bibliography takes up four pages. Like all previous 
volumes in this series, this fourth volume is a “must have.” 

– Giorgio Migliavacca
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