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President’s Message:
Continuing to Reach Out

By Lawrence Haber

Have you noticed that we’ve been using a new logo for the past year, an 
image of a globe? A globe – not the New York skyline, 
nor the Statue of Liberty or the Empire State Building. But 
why a globe? Is this because of the typical archetypical 
perspective of the New Yorker, whose view of the world is 
refl ected in the Saul Steinberg drawing, A View of the World 
from Ninth Avenue (shown on the next page)? Is this because 
we are the preeminent city, the city of cities, the modern 
equivalent of Rome? Is this why the globe befi ts us?

No. We are using a globe as our symbol because that 
is who we are. Did you know 

that only around 20% of 
our members live in the 

New York metropolitan area? Or, to be more 
direct, that 80% of our members do not live in 
New York? Or that we have more members 

residing overseas than 
in New York?

I would suggest 
that one of the 
benefi ts from these 

diffi  cult times is that we have opened the 
Club up to you, our members, including 
the 80% who live out there, in a manner 

never before contemplated. Yes, we all receive this journal (which is a 
peerless journal and – once again – I suggest this is the best place for an article to 
be published when you want a wide dispersion of your eff orts; think judges and 
those extra points you’ll earn.) But, our meetings truly being open and available 
to all is wonderful. It’s been a pleasure to meet and engage with you.

As we start thinking about the coming year, we will continue to run two 
virtual meetings a month. Once things reopen in New York, we will have one 
meeting a month at the club house. Going forward, meetings at the club house 
will be live-streamed. And, let us remember that all our meetings, whether in-
person or virtual, are available for offl  ine viewing on our website. 

We are now in the midst of arranging the program schedule for the coming 
year. If you’d like to do a program, please let us know. If you are not sure and 
would like to talk about the possibility, contact us. We welcome volunteers. As 
a virtual program presenter, you will fi nd that the travel logistics are somewhat 
easier. Obviously, we will need to react to the unexpected, but there is simply no 
going back to the pre-Zoom days. 
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But being global is more than 
telling a tale and selling you that 
bridge that crosses the East River 
and connects lower Manhatt an 
to Brooklyn. We need to broaden 
our board and I am delighted to 
report we have done that. In the 
masthead, you may notice a new 
name, Kathy Johnson. She is not 
a New Yorker. She has lived in 
the Midwest for more than 30 
years, currently lives in Galena, 
Ill., and most decidedly does 
not share my accent. In addition 
to her peerless background and 
contributions to our hobby, 
she brings a perspective that is 
not held captive to Steinberg’s 
cartoon (right). 

This is a world wherein we are reaching multiple states, countries and 
continents during our programs. I just saw our fabulous eff ort at Stampex (thank 
you Joan Harmer for a superlative result, and Ed Grabowski, Colin Fraser and 
John Barwis for your talks, as well as Wade Saadi for the introductions), we need 
to reach you in other ways. Beginning to geographically diversify our board 
is a good fi rst step. Another step we are considering is establishing regional 
representatives so we will be more than a virtual organization and will be in 
position to make the connections, at a personal level, that will be so important 
once the world and stamp shows are open for business once again. We’ve seen 
during our programs how important the “social time” is. Obviously, right now 
the emphasis is on the virtual, the digital, but we also know that person-to-
person contact is still critical.

Our club house at 22 East 35th Street is a fantastic asset and lies at the core of 
our identity. We are undertaking steps to make the library our building houses 
more available to you, both by re-invigorating our lending-by-mail program and 
through a light scanning service for members. 

But we are more than a building or a city – we are you – and we hope to 
undertake concrete and meaningful steps to draw you closer and not to be held 
captive to Steinberg’s view from 9th Avenue.

As I write this in very early October, I know that you’ll be reading this with 
the holiday season upon us. I do not wish to close without wishing you and 
yours a joyous holiday season fi lled with positive hope for the future and ample 
opportunities to fulfi ll your philatelic and personal dreams. Surely 2021 will be 
an improvement on 2020. 

At the end of each of our virtual programs we ask for comments. I would 
like to conclude this message by making that same request, for your comments 
and suggestions. The email address is easy to remember and simple to use: 
president@collectorsclub.org. We do want to hear from you.
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Editor’s Notepad
by Wayne L. Youngblood

All Coconuts, You Say?
If you haven’t already noticed, the lion’s share of this issue is devoted to the 

conclusion of Lin Yangchen’s immersive and wonderful series of articles on “Ma-
laya’s Timeless Design” (the long-running coconut defi nitives issue).

As I have mentioned before, I have never seen such an exhaustive and thor-
ough philatelic study. Period. Yangchen encompasses everything from design 
genesis, pre-production, all aspects of printing (ink, color, paper, plate fl aws and 
more), uses, counterfeits, politics, social history, geography, scientifi c method 
and much more to weave this tale, which has run in 12 installments over the past 
two years. (The fi rst installment ran in the 
November-December 2018 CCP.) 

While many segments of this phila-
telic Odyssey have lent themselves well to 
smaller features, I felt that covering the 
Malay States, Yagchen’s conclusion and 
the  “return of the coconuts” were best 
served by running uninterrupted. Thus 
this immersive issue.

Regardless what you collect, aspects 
of Yangchen’s approach can be adapted 
to augment and improve your own col-
lection, exhibit or research into your own 
specialty. It is truly worth studying.

Lest you feel he is too focused, in 
addition to deep philatelic interests, 
Yangchen is a true Renaissance Man. 
He is a talented journalist (with a great 
deal of work in the Singapore Straits 
Times), a gifted orchestral violinist, 
photographer and much, much more, including his research and use of micro-
scopic photography. All information regarding his website and comprehensive 
bibliography follows this fi nal installment.

All issues free?!
When I received an email query regarding our website, I was confused. “Is 

the CCP currently free online?,” asked writer. My response, of course, was “No, 
but it’s accessible to members online.”

Subsequently, I followed up, by accessing our website without logging in. 
Sure enough, I can access the entire run of the journal – as can anyone.

A bit ratt led, I followed up with some of our leadership. To make a long story 
short, Roger Brody informed me that, at a recent board meeting, it was decided 
to throw open the gates as part of our outreach and service to the hobby.

This is a bit of news that should be shouted from the mountaintops! 

Lin Yangchen with the Braddell Heights 
Symphony Orchestra at the Philharmonie, 
Singapore (Esplanade Concert Hall), January 
2015. Photo courtesy of the Braddell Heights 
Symphony Orchestra.
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Germany’s Oldest Stamp Auction House
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16–21 November 2020

Online catalogue including images of fronts / backs of stamps and covers, 

Register here for live bidding: www.heinrich-koehler.de

SPECIAL CATALOGUES:  · The ERIVAN Collection · 4th Auction · 
The Werner Knüttel Collection (Part I) ·  · The
Dr. Josef Altmann Collection ·  · The Christopher King 
Collection (Part I) ·  · The Wolfgang Watzke Collection · SPECIAL OFFERS:

 · The “Montparnasse” Collection · 
 · The Dr. Albert Louis Collection ·  · The “Albatross” Collection ·

 · The “Magellan” Collection ·  · The Gavin Fryer Collection · 
 · Specialised Collection Postal History (Part I) · 

·  · Specialised 
Collection ·  – Modern Thematics All World
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Competence, Tradition, Quality
German and International Philately since 1913

Hasengartenstr. 25
65189 Wiesbaden, Germany

www.heinrich-koehler.de
info@heinrich-koehler.de

Overland Mail mixed franking via Trieste 
and Alexandria to Hong Kong – one of 
only two registered covers recorded

 letter from 
Geneva via Trieste to Corfu, Ionian 
Islands

 cover from
Wyk auf Föhr to Dunedin, New Zealand

Provenance: F.T.K. Caröe (1985);
Peer Lorentzen (2003)
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Malaya’s Timeless Design XII
Malaya 1954 QEII defi nitive stamps

Lin Yangchen

[Editor's Note: Yangchen was invited to present at this year’s Institute for Analytical Philat-
ely’s 2020 Symposium, which was held virtually this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic. His 
presentation, Microscopic Structure of Stamp Paper, was held Oct. 6.]

The Coconut’s Only Woman
The last surviving head of the coconut defi nitive, and the only woman to 

appear on it, was Elizabeth II (1926-). This depiction of the queen at only 26 
years of age, denoted as type A in the Crown 
Agents archive, appeared on the coconut 
defi nitives of Penang and Malacca (shown 
somewhat enlarged at right). It was derived 
from a photograph taken that year by Dorothy 
Wilding. The queen had personally picked the 
photograph, and the engraving was done by De 
La Rue veteran Leonard Vincent Phillips (De La 
Rue 1952). This is one of the very few portraits 
of her ever to be rendered as line art, since 
the majority of Commonwealth stamps were 
now produced by photogravure. Regrett ably, 
Singapore did not get QEII on its coconut 
defi nitives, since a separate pictorial design was 
already being prepared (Stanway 2009).

Completely new dies were used for the duty plate as well as the key plate. 
The print has taken on a more sterile machined look, leading one to think that 
the engraving was now being done with the aid of more sophisticated precision 
tools. The background lines behind the palms are no longer compressed 
towards the top or faded away smoothly towards the bott om, sacrifi cing some 
of the realism of the sunset sky. The density gradation of the background 
within the medallion to enhance the shadows is hardly noticeable now. The 
visual sterility of the new plates heralded the digital age, when analog nuances 
were sacrifi ced in the pursuit of binary precision.

As a case in point, the ground upon 
which the palms stand has changed 
from a soil-like texture (upper image at 
left) to a “carpet” (lower image at left). 
The “carpet” sometimes piles up against 
the oval noticeably higher on the left 
than on the right, making the weight 
distribution somewhat imbalanced. The 
sharp ridgeline of the “carpet” is also less 
tolerant of a misregistered key plate.
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The coconut defi nitive’s long-running 
Hong Kong counterpart, which also 
uses the line-art profi le (below, center 
right), captures the vibrant essence of the 
Fragrant Harbor in an ornate bilingual 
imprint, underpinned by the imposing 
structural order of the rectangular 
scaff old. The design, proposed by Hong 
Kong’s governor back in 1861 (Gurevitch 
1993), survived for a century. It was 
a radical departure from De La Rue’s 
usual style (Finlay 1974), and could have 
inspired the 1854 low values of India. In 
turn, it seems to have inspired the very 
fi rst stamps of imperial China in 1878 (see 
Liu & Zhang 2019).

The line-art profi le used in these 
colonies predated the use of profi le 
portraits of the queen on the stamps 
of Britain herself by more than a decade; it was 
only in 1965 that essays incorporating the profi le 
portrait were produced for British stamps, after 
the preceding oblique photographic portraits had 
drawn numerous complaints from stamp designers 
and postal authorities (Muir 2007). Indeed, the 
early line-art profi le may be the evolutionary origin 
of another timeless design, the Machin defi nitive 
(bott om right).

The Malay States
The Coconut’s Finest Hour

It seems that the glorious diversifi cation of 
the coconut defi nitives across the Malay states 
was nearly asphyxiated. In 1945 a new series 
based on the “tiger design” was proposed to 
supersede the lower denominations of all existing 
stamps throughout Malaya, but the infl uential 
Sultan Ibrahim of Johore voiced objection, and 
an offi  cial at the Colonial Offi  ce concluded that 
it would be a “grave political mistake” to neglect 
the distinctiveness of individual states (Hackney 
1982). In Paskin’s 1946 lett er (British Postal 
Museum & Archive accession number POST122/7689), it was suggested that all 
stamps throughout the former Federated and Unfederated Malay States should 
henceforth be titled “Malayan Union,” the new name of the unifi ed postal 
administration, but it was also mentioned that “no fi nal decision has yet been 
taken regarding permanent issues.”

The famous plate fl aw that makes the queen look 
as if she’s smoking a cigarette.
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In a lett er from the Palace 
Chambers to the postal 
authorities in June 1947 
(British Postal Museum & 
Archive accession number 
POST122/7689), it was 
stressed that “As you know, 
we are anxious to dispense with 
the use of stamps bearing the ‘B. 
M. A.’ overprint as soon as we 
possibly can and the production 
of these new Malayan stamps 
is therefore a matt er of some 
urgency. This will apply equally 
to the new issues for the other 
parts of the Malayan Union 
about which we will write further 
as soon as we know whether the 
Sultans concur in the proposals 
already made regarding their 
future design. This should not 
take long now that we have the decision to re-
establish the Malayan Postal Union.”

On Aug. 8 1948, The Straits Times
announced the new stamps for 
Malaya. The coconut 
defi nitive had prevailed 
again. More than 800 
million stamps would 
be printed, and 
this excludes BMA 
and the millions of 
coconut defi nitives 
printed before the war.

“[There is] nothing in 
which minute diff erences 
of execution are so readily 
detected as in a representation of the human face.” — Rowland Hill

The coconut defi nitives for the Malay states bore exquisite portrait miniatures 
of their respective sultans, accentuating the stamps’ Malayan identity and 
making them a cultural treasure trove. The sultans are accorded equal status to 
the British monarchs. They probably constitute the biggest collection of portraits 
within any single stamp design. Even the long-lived Imperium design carried 
only fi ve heads, from Queen Victoria to Queen Elizabeth II. The neutrality of the 
coconut design – neither too western nor too Malay – made it the ideal template; 
even the fascia in the upper corners are culturally eclectic, being found in both 
Malay and European architecture.

Federation of Malaya map, 1957 engraving.

Johore, Kelantan and Perlis sultans, Malaya 
Small Heads issue, plates.

d not 
ve the decision to re-
stal Union.”
Straits Times
mps for 

d 

Johore, Kelantan and Perlis sultans, Malaya 
Small Heads issue, plates.
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The enigmatic composite essays, 
the precursors to the fi nal engraving, 
generally took the form of a mostly 
photographic medallion, surrounded by 
a handpainted duty plate in dark purple 
watercolor by an unknown artist working 
for the Survey Department. The essays 
vary across the states in the way printed, 
photographic and hand-painted elements 
are combined (Stanway 2009). See details 
in Goh (2015), of the only known essay of 
Perlis, and Norris (1989), who writes, “after 
carefully examining them all one cannot fail 
to be impressed by their beauty and the skill 
employed in their production.”

The frontal, or oblique, view of the 
sultan was shown, instead of a side profi le – a less formal (see Finlay 1974) and 
seemingly more approachable depiction of the sultan and his regalia. They also 
kept their individuality. Some are in formal dress with medals, some appear to 
be in everyday garb, while one is in military uniform. Unlike the heads of the 
British monarchs, many of the sultans had their att ire chiseled in intricate detail 
that recalls the indigenous art form of shadow puppets or wayang kulit.

Most of the sultans are wearing the headcloth or tengkolok (Abdul Manan et 
al., 2016), an integral part of Malay formal dress that denotes rank and allows for 
creative expression in the way the cloth is folded and tied. A sultan’s tengkolok has 
a protruding sula or “shoot” at the top to signify his sovereign position, and is made 
of songket, a fabric of handwoven silk or cott on brocaded with gold or silver threads 
woven in using the supplementary weft technique (Uda & Al-Ahmadi, 1997).

A curious trivium hides behind the 12 rulers portrayed or represented by 
arms on the coconut defi nitive: October is the only month of the year in which 
none of them was born, or died. The probability that this would happen is only 
0.13516, being expressed by the probability that a given birth or death does not 
happen in a given month, 1 − 1/12 = 11/12, raised to the power of 23, the number 
of births and deaths that have happened (QEII was still living at press time). This 

is unlikely to be caused by non-random cultural or 
seasonal factors, since at least three earlier or later 
Malay rulers are known to have been born or have 
died in the month of October.

The state name (left) appears in the indigenous 
Jawi alphabet, reading from right to left; the script 
came to Malaya with Islam in the 7th to 13th 
centuries. The absence of the English state name 
caused confusion when the stamps were being 
despatched from Britain, compelling the printers 

to label the sheet margins in English (Peters 2000). 
The typeface varies, presumably depending on type 
available at the time.

Examples of wayang kulit (shadow puppets). Im-
age from The Commonwealth Institute, London.

Collectors Club Philatelist



332 www.collectorsclub.org                      November-December 2020

Despite the language barrier, there are no reports of 
wrong pairings of sultan and state name.

The duty plate design was tweaked in several places. 
For example, the width of denomination tablets (right) was 
increased to give more space to double-digit values. The 
typeface of the dollar denominations was changed from 
fraktur-script to brutalist to match the smaller denominations. The dollar sign 
reminds me of an engineering drawing showing the three-dimensional layout 
of pipes and ducts. There is even a machined slot in the middle for the vertical 
strokes to pass under.

Johore Small Heads Issue
The sultan who saved the 

coconut stamp, Maj.-Gen. Sultan 
Sir Ibrahim ibni Al-Marhum Sultan 
Sir Abu Bakar Al-Khalil (1873-
1959), was an only son who ruled 
for 64 years. He commanded the 
unique state-level armed forces, 
the Royal Johore Military Force 
and was the only Malay sultan to 
be portrayed in western military 
uniform. The uniform is similar to 
the No. 2 dress of the British Army, 
a departure from all previous 
Johore stamps, in which the sultan 
wore the more formal ceremonial 
No. 1 dress. The No. 2 almost gives 
the sultan an air of congeniality, 
befi tt ing of the coconut defi nitive’s 
rustic character as a “people’s 
stamp.” The sultan is rarely 
pictured wearing a beret as below; 
he usually wore a peaked cap.

Eyeglasses with roundish 
frames were popular among the 
Malay sultans; besides 
the sultan of Johore 
(shown on two stamps 
here), the sultans of Perak 
and Trengganu are seen 
wearing them on the 
coconut defi nitive. The 
fashion trend continues – 
the current (2019) sultan of 
Pahang sometimes wears a 
pair very similar to the one 
shown here.

Digital elevation model from the Panchromatic Remote-
Sensing Instrument for Stereo Mapping, Advanced Land 
Observing Satellite, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency; 
hydrography reconstructed by WWF from the Shuttle Radar 
Topography Mission; polygons from IGIS Map and the 
United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. Cartographed by Lin Yangchen in the R Language for 
Statistical Computing.
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Like a scene 
from a science 
fi ction movie, the 
imam meditates 
from the lofty 
pulpit or minbar 
in Johore’s Sultan 
Abu Bakar 
Mosque in the 
postcard shown 
at right (c. 1900). 
Designed by 
architect Tuan 
Haji Mohamed 
Arif bin Punak 
in the Victorian style, it was 
one of several buildings in 
Johore that accommodated the 
Anglophilic sentiments of Sultan 
Ibrahim, who spent his last 
years in London. A fascinating 
juxtaposition of Islam and 
Christianity is off ered by way of 
reference to Whitsuntide 1912 
alongside the scribbled “Note: 
the Man at Prayers.” Postcard by 
G.R. Lambert & Co. Ltd.

During the Malayan 
Emergency, Johore experienced some of the worst 
violence, perhaps owing to the large population of 
rural Chinese and large swathes of swampy jungle. 
This led the sultan to say famously, “my state is at 
war” (Holley 2014).

The stamp shown at right was postmarked in 
Singapore in 1959, the year Sultan Ibrahim died. The 
destinies of Johore and Singapore are intertwined; 

Singapore was 
the birthplace 
of the sultan, 
while the Sungei Johore watershed has 
been providing the island with fresh 
water for 100 years.

To this day, Johore remains a maverick 
state with an outspoken sultan of the 
same name who, like the late Ibrahim, 
asserts the right of Johore to plot its own 
destiny.

A younger Sultan 
Ibrahim in
No. 1 dress.

The coat of arms of Johore.

A younger Sultan
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Johore is the only state whose name on the 
stamp was printed only in English and light-on-
dark. The typeface of “JOHORE” follows that in 
the denomination tablets, giving the bott om panels 
a homogeneity of typographic style not found in 
the other state issues. It superfi cially resembles the 
bold condensed version of Monotype’s Grotesque 
Display, whose origins date from William 
Thorowgood’s Grotesque of 1832. But there are subtle diff erences, especially in 
the “R,” the “E” and the slanted cut of the end of the hook of the “J” on the stamp.

Sultan Ibrahim probably had some interest in stamp design. In 1957, he again 
shot down a new design (The Straits Times), prolonging the tenure of the Johore 
coconut defi nitives beyond those of the other states.

Kedah Small Heads Issue
The stamp on the facing page 

(top left) features Sultan Sir 
Badlishah ibni Al-marhum Sultan 
Sir Abdul Hamid Halim Shah (1894-
1958), postmarked in Alor Star, 
where the author’s father was born 
and raised in a kampong (village) 
during the Japanese occupation. 
Kedah was the nucleus of Southeast 
Asia’s oldest civilization, a Hindu-
Buddhist kingdom as long ago as 
110 AD. The sultanate was thought 
to have begun in 1136 AD, which 
would make it the oldest in the 
Malay peninsula.

The fi ber remnants in the perfora-
tions are probably a sign of worn-out 
pins in the perforating machine. This 
stamp was postmarked in the town of 
Mersing on the east coast, which dur-
ing World War II had been anticipated 
as a likely landing place for the Japa-
nese invasion force (Bose 2012).

De La Rue, 1949.

Monotype Grotesque Display Bold Condensed.

Digital elevation model from the Panchromatic 
Remote-Sensing Instrument for Stereo Map-
ping, Advanced Land Observing Satellite, Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency; hydrography 
reconstructed by WWF from the Shuttle Radar Topography Mission; polygons from IGIS Map and the 
United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Cartographed by Lin Yangchen in the R 
Language for Statistical Computing.
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Rice is the Southeast Asian staple, and Kedah, 
with its fl at coastal plains (Holley 1995), was the 
most important rice-producing state in Malaya 
(Falarti 2013), sacrifi cing economic development 
and retaining much of the rustic charm of rural 
Malaya. The low denominations of the Kedah 
coconut defi nitives showcase a sheaf of seeded rice 
stems (padi), which has on occasion been mislabeled 
as a tree. Being the only design incorporating both 
coconut and rice, I have christened it the “nasi 
lemak,” after the traditional Malay breakfast dish 
of rice infused with coconut milk, served with 

sambal, fried anchovies, roasted peanuts, egg and slices of fresh cucumber. So 
important was rice – and so iconic was the sheaf-of-rice design – that it earned 
a place alongside monarchs and coats of arms in the coconut defi nitive. In 2017, 
nasi lemak itself became the theme of a dress worn by Malaysian representative 
Samantha Katie James at the Miss Universe pageant.

The sheaf of rice design was originally engraved by De La Rue for the fi rst-
ever defi nitive stamp design of Kedah, based on photographs supplied by the 
British Advisor to the Kedah government in 1911 to the Crown Agents (Holley 
1995). He requested that the artist improve on the nine photographs, as one 
was out of focus, another had leaves sticking out at the top making it look too 

The use of a serif typeface is unusual in 
the coconut defi nitive and enriches its 
typographical palette. This typeface re-
sembles those designed for newsprint and 
advertising at the time, combining author-
ity with simplicity and legibility. The slab 
serifs were good for printing with wood 
type in the old days because the serifs 
were easy to cut in wood, and indeed give 
the typeface a woody character.

The shoot of the sultan’s 
tengkolok penetrates the 
medallion rim (above), 
giving the portrait a subtle 
three-dimensional “pop.” 
Notice the radial gradation 
of the thickness of the back-
ground lines in the sultan’s 
medallions, diff erent from 
the bilateral gradation in 
medallions of the Brit-
ish monarchs, a perceptive bit of design to suit the forward-facing 
portraits of the former. Above right: The photograph, of unknown 
creator, from which the stamp engraving was derived. The sultan is 
wearing the neck badge of the Knight Commander of the Order of 
Saint Michael and Saint George awarded in 1948, with its seven-
armed Maltese asterisk.
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“wild” and the rest looked too “lumpy.” He even 
included six photographs of single ears of padi to 
help the artist. On the stamp at right the engraving 
appears in the fi nely extruded golden tones of the 
glorious three-dimensional recess-printed 5¢ issue 
of 1922.

The sheaf of rice design is a delightful case 
study of lett erpress printing (below left) versus 
line-engraved recess printing (below right). 
Lett erpress engraving is actually much more 
diffi  cult than recess engraving (Lush & Skinner 
2018), because the patt ern being engraved for 
lett erpress is the inverse of the printed patt ern. It 
even required “special training” (Noble 1878). The engraving for the world's fi rst 
lett erpress-printed stamps, circa 1854, was made by the legendary Ferdinand 
Joubert himself (Lush & Skinner 2018).

Because in lett erpress (left) the inked parts protrude from the printing plate 
instead of being recessed into it (right), they need to be thicker to resist wear 
and damage. My own feeling, however, is that the sheaf of rice on the coconut 
defi nitive could have been engraved smaller to allow the stalks to splay out more 
naturally, while horizontal hatching of an appropriate stroke and density could 
have been used to fi ll the background, as in the sultan portraits.

Keep up to date with what’s happening
in your club:

www.collectorsclub.org
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Kedah is the only state 
whose coconut defi nitives 
featured diff erent vignett e 
designs for the low and 
high values. Furthermore, 
the Kedah 20¢ value (right)
enjoys the unique distinction 
of having a stand-alone 
head plate made exclusively 
for it, since all other Kedah 
values featuring the sheaf of 
rice are single-working-plate 
prints (above right). The idiosyncrasy of the Kedah series, in turn, highlights 
what seems to be a litt le-known quirk of the coconut defi nitive. Apparently, 
whether the 20¢ or 25¢ should be considered the start of the bicolored high 
values was a point of contention (Lin 2017d), as evidenced by the 20¢ initial color 
scheme of black and green. Its subsequent change to blue was due to UPU color 
requirements for standard postage rates, but this does not address the curious 
inconsistency where the sheaf of rice was used on the Kedah 20¢ bicolor instead 
of the sultan’s portrait, which appeared on all other bicolored values. A converse 
inconsistency almost arose when De La Rue submitt ed a die proof of the new 
monochrome 20¢ (Crown Agents, Philatelic and Security Printing Archive) 
featuring the sultan’s portrait. It was, however, annotated as not approved by the 
Crown Agents. It seems that the 25¢ value regained its pre-war status as the start 
of the coconut high values after all.        (Continued on page 340)

Did you know...
...that there are many CC

meeting presentations available
to members on our website?

www.collectorsclub.org

You don't have to live in Manhattan 
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Autumn Auction Series in Geneva
November 30th to December 4th, 2020
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• France & Colonies
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Studyieece (1939-41)
as a Model
By Steven M. Roth
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structured and orderly international ocean mail and airmail processes. Mail
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Above right and right: The well-known “tiny stop” or “stop 
omitted” below the right-side “c” on the second stamp in the 
fi rst row on plate 1 (Stanway 2009). A similar fl aw occurs in 
the 1935 Negri Sembilan 6¢ (Hooper 1992). There is more to 
the Kelantan fl aw than meets the eye.

Kelantan Small Heads Issue

The stamp above shows 
Tengku Sir Ibrahim IV 
ibni Al-marhum Sultan 
Mohamed IV (1897-1960), 
wearing the tengkolok 
with the distinctive 
“blooming fl ower” top 
unique to Kelantan, 
and his neck badge 
of the KCMG (Knight 
Commander of the Order 
of Saint Michael and Saint 
George). The Jawi script 
blends beautifully with the 
rectangular frames, both 
script and frames being of similar stroke thickness.

Printing, withdrawal and invalidation dates and 
varieties of the Kelantan issue are detailed by Reeves 
& Dexter (1992). The new $1 color scheme (above), 
making it look less special than it used to on the green 
paper, had its origins in prewar Malay state stamps, but 
appeared on the coconut defi nitive only after the war.

The “tiny stop” variety on the 2¢ (right) is actually 
just one of four defects scatt ered across the tablet like 
blast shrapnel; even more interestingly, they may have 
diff erent causes. While the tiny stop and the clipped 
corner of “2” could have resulted from dirt stuck in 
the plate, the “tentacle” protruding from “c” and the 

Digital elevation model from the Panchromatic Remote-Sensing Instru-
ment for Stereo Mapping, Advanced Land Observing Satellite, Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency; hydrography reconstructed by WWF 
from the Shuttle Radar Topography Mission; polygons from IGIS Map 
and the United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. Cartographed by Lin Yangchen in the R Language for Statistical 
Computing.

(Continued from page 337)
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“horseshoe” to its right represent depressions in the plate that may have been 
caused by impact from a foreign object. Alternatively, the defects on the stop and 
“2” could have originated from impact “craters” on the soft electrotyping mould 
that were transferred to the fi nished plate where they now became part of the 
printing surface.

But you’d have thought that the odds of four independent defects occuring 
on a single stamp within micrometers of one another were close to nil. I hereby 
propose a “transplantation hypothesis”: that fragments of the soft mould (a bit 
of the stop and the corner of “2”) somehow came loose, migrated through the 
electrolyte and became att ached to the other parts of the mould (“c” and the area 
to its right).

Negri Sembilan Small Heads Issue
The Minangkabau 

people of Sumatra, 
who fi rst sett led in 
Negri Sembilan in the 
14th century, were 
still crossing over 
to Malaya up to the 
late 1940s – another 
testimony to Malaya’s 
affi  nity with other parts 
of the archipelago. In 
Malaya, the immigrant 
Minangkabau planted 
rice in narrow side 
valleys with streams 
(Gullick 2003), rather 
than on the plains as 
was the usual practice in 
the peninsula. The most 
remarkable thing about 
Minangkabau society, 
however, is that it is 
matrilineal. Women and 
men are held in equally 
high regard.

Negri Sembilan is the 
only state in which the 
ruler is elected, rather 
than succession by hereditary (Hackney 1982, Holley 2010a). This is why the 
state’s coat of arms is shown on stamps, instead of a portrait of a single man.

Since 1773, the Yang di-Pertuan Besar have been chosen by a council of 
territorial chiefs of the more important Minangkabau districts. During the time 
of the coconut defi nitive, the ruler was Tuanku Abdul Rahman ibni Almarhum 
Tuanku Muhammad (1895-1960). Never mind that he didn’t have the chance to 

Digital elevation model from the Panchromatic Remote-Sensing Instru-
ment for Stereo Mapping, Advanced Land Observing Satellite, Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency; hydrography reconstructed by WWF from 
the Shuttle Radar Topography Mission; polygons from IGIS Map and the 
United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Carto-
graphed by Lin Yangchen in the R Language for Statistical Computing.
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appear on the stamps – he 
became the fi rst king of the 
Federation of Malaya in 1957.

The padi (rice) stalks 
in Negri Sembilan’s coat 
of arms represent the nine 
Minangkabau districts of the 
state. The mott o, in this case 
the state name, is embedded 
within the shield instead of 
being presented on a banner 
below. The state name therefore appears twice on 
the stamp. The nine-pointed star again signifi es the 
nine districts, topped by a staff  representing the 
Yang di-Pertuan Besar (head of state) fronted with a 
crossed sword and scabbard representing justice.

The rim of the medallion sometimes appears 
fi nely beveled on one side, like a picture frame 
lighted from the side. The three segments of the 
shield are inventively hatched, cross-hatched and 
dott ed to correspond to the relative luminances 
(of red, black and yellow respectively) of the color 
version of the arms.

In 1952, during the tenure of the coconut defi nitive, and at the turning point 
of the Malayan Emergency, Gurkhas rescued an orphaned tiger cub from the 
jungles of Negri Sembilan. In 1953, Negri Sembilan coconut defi nitives survived 
a plane crash (the Comet crash, see CCP, Sept.-Oct., page 300).

Pehang
Small Heads Issue
The stamps at upper right 

on the facing page show Sultan 
Sir Abu Bakar Ri-ayatu’d-Din 
Al-muadzam Shah ibni Al-
marhum Al-mu’tasim Bi’llah 
Sultan Abdullah (1904-74), 

Digital elevation model from the 
Panchromatic Remote-Sensing 
Instrument for Stereo Mapping, 
Advanced Land Observing Satellite, 
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency; 
hydrography reconstructed by WWF 
from the Shuttle Radar Topography 
Mission; polygons from IGIS Map and 
the United States National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. 
Cartographed by Lin Yangchen in the 
R Language for Statistical Computing.
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wearing the Pahang 
sultan’s distinctive 
tengkolok, with 
no downward fold 
at the front. His 
portrait is the only 
right-facing one 
among those of the 
Malay sultans in the 
coconut defi nitives. 
Perhaps it displays 
his tengkolok from 
a nicer angle and 
the source photograph was taken this way. The sultan often traveled the state 
and was friendly and approachable to commoners, a disposition apparent in 
the portrait. See Hale (1994) and Murray Payne (2015c) for discussion of shades, 
ultraviolet fl uorescence and dates of the Pahang issues.

An orang asli tree house, with a native perched halfway up the trunk, c. 1910. Published 
by Wilson & Co. Photographers of Orchard Road, Singapore. 
Pahang is the main gateway to Gunung Tahan, the highest 
mountain in the Malay peninsula. One of the author’s re-
grets is that the magnifi cent tigers engraved on the pre-war 
issues of the Federated Malay States did not live on in the 
low-denomination medallions of the coconut defi nitive, for 
which the Pahang series would have been a good candidate 
– in the same spirit as the sheaf of rice of Kedah.

Kuantan, where this stamp received its parcel post chop (Hale 
2017), was known for the catastrophic sinking of the British 
warships HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse off  its coast by 
Japanese navy bombers on Dec. 10, 1941.
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In August 1945, after the 
Japanese surrender, while the 
sultan was traveling from Kuala 
Lipis to Pekan, Force 136 – the 
clandestine British organization 
set up throughout Southeast Asia 
to aid resistance movements in 
enemy-occupied territories during 
the war – intercepted him and 
escorted him into hiding in the 
jungle for three weeks to protect 
him for fear that the communist 
Malayan Peoples’ Anti-Japanese 
Army might have intentions to 

The extra-heavy font of the duty 
tablets of the Pahang 35¢ (right) 
appears to be unique in the entire 
œuvre of coconut defi nitives, found 
in no other state or non-dollar 
denomination (Lin 2017c). The 
lower hook of the “c” also ends in 
a horizontal cut uncharacteristic 
of the typeface. Why and how this 
came about is a mystery.

Below right: A photograph of a 
laserjet print of a photograph of an 
uncleared progressive die proof on 
non-chalky paper, showing an unap-
proved alternative portrait of the sultan, 
who looks too dark and too relaxed, 
and possibly too similar to the sultan of 
Selangor. The original is in the Crown 
Agents, Philatelic and Security Printing 
Archive, held at the British Library.

Bottom right: The bersanding (en-
thronement) ceremony at the wedding 
of the young Tengku Abu Bakar (1904–
74), future Sultan of Pahang, match-
made to 16-year-old Raja Fatimah, 
daughter of Sultan Iskandar of Perak, in 
Pekan or Kuala Kangsar in 1926 (Ibra-
him 2011). The couple sits on a raised 
pelamin, decked out in their songket 
fi nery of handwoven gold thread. To the 
Tengku’s right is a bunga pahar, a deco-
ration of fl owers and eggs that signifi es 
fertility. Abu Bakar married eight times 
in his life (Corfi eld & Corfi eld 2012), 
sometimes to non-royals such as actress-
es. The scene reminds the author of the 
magnifi cently intricate chambers of the 
Potala Palace in Tibet.
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capture or kill him. The orders were issued from Ceylon (Cheah 2003).
In an eco-tourism campaign in 2017, the village of Sungai Ruan was 

recognized as the home of the Musang King, a variety of durian claimed by the 
state authorities to be the best in the world.

Perak Small Heads Issue

The stamp shown 
above features 
the Sultan Yussuf 
Izzuddin Shah ibni Al-
marhum Sultan Abdul 
Jalil Karamatullah 
Nasiruddin 
Mukhataram Shah 
Radziallah (1890-1963), 
wearing the tall white 
tengkolok of the sultan 
of Perak. The sultan 
on this stamp was 
engraved in a unique 
way. While all the other 
faces are contoured 
using more-or-less 
horizontal lines, his 
face has lines sloping steeply down the cheeks. It could have been a spurt of 
creativity, or simply a means to balance out the height of the sultan’s headdress. 
Or could there be a deeper story behind this? The Crown Agents, Philatelic and 
Security Printing Archive at the British Library holds an uncleared progressive 
die proof of an unapproved alternative portrait, in which the lines go horizontally 
across the face. Did someone – a supervisor, a Crown Agent, or even the sultan 
himself – intervene?

The sultan saved the life of the famous communist “grenade girl” Lee Meng. 
Lee Meng, who headed the Malayan Communist Party’s courier network, was 
tracked down and captured in Ipoh by an equally shrewd female police offi  cer 
through a convoluted chain of communist agents from Singapore to Johore to 
Jerantut to Kuala Lumpur and fi nally Ipoh. She was sentenced to death in 1953, 

Digital elevation model from the Panchromatic Remote-Sensing In-
strument for Stereo Mapping, Advanced Land Observing Satellite, 
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency; hydrography reconstructed by 
WWF from the Shuttle Radar Topography Mission; polygons from 
IGIS Map and the United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Cartographed by Lin Yangchen in the R Language 
for Statistical Computing.
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but news of her conviction spread to London, where lawyers wrote a petition to 
the sultan to spare her life.

The sultan suff ered a stroke in 1962 and died not long after. The girl he 
pardoned was freed in 1963 and sent back to China, where she married a fellow 
guerrilla she had met in the jungles of Malaya.

The engravers of the stamp seemed to have exercised considerable artistic 
liberty back then, when the authorities were less 
obsessed with conformity and standardization. 
Unique features of the Perak issues include the “aura” 
created by the dott ed background lines in the vicinity 
of the tengkolok, and the striking three-dimensional 
relief produced by the generous gap between the 
medallion’s rim and contents. The sultan’s face itself is 
engraved in a unique way not seen in any other, with 
lines sloping steeply down the cheeks giving him an 
austere countenance.

Shown at top on the facing page is a photograph 
of a laserjet print of a photograph of an uncleared 
progressive die proof on chalky paper, showing the unapproved alternative 
portrait of the sultan. This portrait has lower contrast, looks less authoritative 
with horizontal lines instead of the sloping lines previously described and 
features a funny pockmarked lower lip. The original is in the Crown Agents, 
Philatelic and Security Printing Archive held at the British Library.

Nam Thean Tong Temple (“cave of the southern sky”) in the limestone hills of Ipoh. The 
temple was founded in 1867 by a Taoist priest by the name of Kuong San Teik, whose 
descendants still operate the temple (Cheah 2009). The upper fl oors are made of timber 
and are supported by trusses. A wooden toilet greets visitors to the left of the entrance. On 
the reverse of the card, a couple writes about their enjoyable road trip from Singapore to 
Penang and back, presumably passing Ipoh, which lies on the railway line from Singapore 
to Butterworth.
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Left: A rare “dry print,” showing a blank patch where the ink might 
have dried or the inked key plate might have been touched by ac-
cident just before printing.

Below: The orang asli (“aboriginal people”), incorrectly referred to 
by the derogatory term sakai (“inferior” in Malay), hunting along 
the Sungei Sungkei in the tropical jungles of Perak using blowpipes 
made of bamboo. The sap of the Ipoh tree (Antiaris toxicaria), after 
which the state capital of Perak was named, is mixed and heated 
with that of plants of the genus Strychnos, which contains indole 
alkaloids, to make the poison for the blowpipe darts. The orang asli 
are by no means inferior to latter-day urban dwellers in their ability 
to live off  the jungle without destroying it.
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Kampong life in Perak has survived into the 21st century, such as in the case 
of Madam Ong Ah Lee, who continues to make a traditional Chinese delicacy 
from home-brewed rice wine and free-ranging chickens fed on a diet that 
includes dried coconut fi bers mixed with boiled rice.

Perlis Small Heads Issue
Perlis was originally a state within a state, tucked away in the northern 

reaches of Kedah. 
Siam (Thailand)  
subsequently cleaved 
it off  and made it a 
vassal of Bangkok. 
Although its fortunes 
have often been at 
the mercy of larger 
powers, the name of 
Perlis has spread far 
and wide because of 
its famous Harum 
Manis mangoes, 
which are sought 
through online 
orders before they 
are ripe. Najib Razak 
even promoted 
the mango to the 
Emperor of Japan.

Tuanku Sir Syed 
Harun Putra ibni 
Al-marhum Syed 
Hassan Jamalullail 
(1920-2000), Raja of 
Perlis, is shown on 
the stamp at lower 
right. The Perlis 
issue is yet another 
delightful variation 
on the coconut design, with English state name 
inserted above the medallion. In the Crown Agents, 
Philatelic and Security Printing Archive exists an 
unapproved die proof in which there appears a bead 
at the tip of the Raja’s tengkolok, making him look 
somewhat like Santa Claus.

It is not widely known that the head of 
Malaya’s smallest and most remote state was also 
Singapore’s last king. Syed Putra was Yang di-
Pertuan Agong (king) of Malaysia when Singapore 
separated and became a sovereign state in 1965. 

Digital elevation model from the Panchromatic Remote-Sensing 
Instrument for Stereo Mapping, Advanced Land Observing Satellite, 
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency; hydrography reconstructed by 
WWF from the Shuttle Radar Topography Mission; polygons from 
IGIS Map and the United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Cartographed by Lin Yangchen in the R Language for 
Statistical Computing.
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He opened the 
iconic “pineapple-
skinned”  parliament 
complex in Kuala 
Lumpur where the 
fi rst parliament of 
Malaysia – including 
Singapore, Sarawak 
and Sabah – met in 
1963. He was still in 
offi  ce when I fi rst 
visited Perlis as a 
child in the 1990s.

It is not 
inconceivable that 
the sultan could 
have opted to be seen in simple clothing on the stamp, given his humble 
disposition. During the Japanese 
occupation he lived in a hut near 
Arau railway station and sold 
cakes and sundry goods for a 
living in Kelantan in 1945.

As head of state, Syed 
Putra tended to dispense with 
formalities and protocol, said 
his fi rst wife Tengku Budriah 
Almarhum Tengku Ismail. In 1952 
he married Riam Pessayanavin, 
who had been crowned Miss Siam 
in 1939.

Stamps from the northernmost state of Malaya used in Singapore, 
the southernmost state. The circular date stamp titillates the senses 
with its typographical incompleteness bounded by the architectural 
completeness of the coconut defi nitive.

UGANDA

1896 (Nov.) 5 rupees, a vertical strip thecentre stamp - small “o” in postage SG 61/61a 
GERALD BODILYFor thisand further specialised materialPlease visit: www.geraldbodily.co.uk

Somewhat tongue-in-cheek, 
Alan Perlis, American computer 
scientist who won the Turing 
Award and bequeathed a long list 
of wise sayings, inspired by pro-
gramming, known as Perlisisms, 
imagined on a coconut stamp.
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Selangor Small Heads Issue

The coconut defi nitive 
was a comeback for 
Sultan Sir Hisamuddin 
Alam Shah Al-Haj 
ibni Almarhum Sultan 
Alauddij Sulaiman Shah 
Al-Haj (1898-1960), who had been kicked out by the Japanese during the war 
for not supporting them. He was the fi rst reigning Malayan sultan to make a 
pilgrimage to Mecca (Corfi eld and Corfi eld 2012). 
The portrait shows part of his neck badge of the 
Knight Commander of the Order of Saint Michael 
and Saint George, awarded in 1938, the Imperial 
State Crown being discernible above the seven-
armed Maltese asterisk.

Digital elevation model from the Panchromatic Remote-Sensing 
Instrument for Stereo Mapping, Advanced Land Observing Satel-
lite, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency; hydrography recon-
structed by WWF from the Shuttle Radar Topography Mission; 
polygons from IGIS Map and the United States National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. Cartographed by Lin Yangchen 
in the R Language for Statistical Computing.

Transillumination of a rare double-sided plate proof of the 
$5 duty plate, formerly in the collection of the late Dr. Ab-
dul Majid Dato Kassim, noted for his documentation of the 
uncataloged stamps of Malaya. Selangor $5 plate proofs 
were also reported by Parr (1972) and Holley (2010a). The 
fi ber network is rough and uneven. Note that one side of 
the paper is in focus, while the other side is not, creating a 
three-dimensional eff ect that evokes the vernacular art of 
shadow puppetry or wayang kulit. This was achieved with 
a fl at-fi eld lens with an extremely shallow depth of fi eld.
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Trengganu Small Heads Issue

Shown on the 
stamp above, Sultan 
Sir Ismail Nasiruddin 
Shah ibni Al-marhum 
Sultan Zainal Abidin 
III (1907-79), wearing 
the Trengganu sultan's 
tengkolok with a 
characteristically narrow 
downward fold on the 
front rising towards the 
top. The sultan was an 
avid photographer.

In 1969, Sultan Ismail 
left a bit of his legacy on 
the moon as Malaysia’s 
Yang di-Pertuan Agong, 
one of numerous heads of state invited to 
contribute messages to be microscopically 
etched on a 1.5-inch temperature-resistant 
99%-pure silicon disc (shown at right) that 
was subsequently carried to the moon 
by the Apollo 11 mission on the Saturn 
V rocket (National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 1969). The sultan’s 
message reads:

“The people of Malaysia join the rest of the 
world today in congratulating the Government and 
people of the United States of America on the success 
of the Apollo 11 mission to land man for the fi rst time on 
the moon. May the knowledge gained in the eff orts to fulfi ll this 
historic mission add to the wisdom of mankind in our search for 
greater peace and prosperity.”

Digital elevation model from the Panchromatic Remote-Sensing 
Instrument for Stereo Mapping, Advanced Land Observing Satel-
lite, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency; hydrography recon-
structed by WWF from the Shuttle Radar Topography Mission; 
polygons from IGIS Map and the United States National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. Cartographed by Lin Yangchen 
in the R Language for Statistical Computing.

NASA.
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Coconut Statistics
Variations in stamp production are infl uenced by an interplay of geography, 

postal dynamics and even human psychology. But the patt erns are hard 
to discern unless one is able to observe and track high-throughput stamp 
production over a considerable span of space and time.

For this kind of analysis, copious amounts of data are needed on a long-lived 
stamp series. Not only that, the series must have location-dependent design 
variants that allow one to study spatial patt erns. Not many stamp series fulfi ll all 
these criteria. Even if they do, their data may not be available or accessible.

The postwar coconut defi nitives turn out to be ideal for the task. They were 
produced from 1947-58, with diff erent vignett es for diff erent states. There were 
19 values from 1¢-$5, giving much additional latitude for studying abundance 
and usage patt erns. Being defi nitives, the stamps were produced in large 
quantities, though not on the scale of the Penny Lilac.

This study is the fi rst such analysis of Malayan material, and reveals emergent 
nonlinear patt erns of large-scale stamp production that are also found in many 
other natural and man-made phenomena. 

Data
This study was made possible by the fact that Stanway (2009) painstakingly 

compiled comprehensive stamp requisition fi gures for the coconut defi nitives 
from primary sources. I used the data on the quantities of stamps ordered by the 
Crown Agents, broken down into individual orders, denominations and states. 
Since almost 200 orders were made frequently over the span of a decade, instead 
of one large order, the quantities ordered should be reasonable indicators of 
actual demand, with a small time lag.

A small number of orders were omitt ed from the analysis. Some of these had 
been canceled for various reasons and no stamps were printed. Two orders for 
Kedah and Perak had stamps printed, but the quantities were not recorded. 
These missing data should not aff ect the analysis qualitatively, since they were 
probably small orders for which documentation was not crucial.

Trengganu stamps postmarked in faraway states: Singapore, Perak and Johore. It was in Treng-
ganu that the earliest evidence of Jawi writing in the Malay archipelago, dating back to c. 1300, was 
uncovered (UNESCO 2008).
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The 12 states were characterized using various basic measures; see Table 1 in 
Lin (2018e). State areas are mostly data from the year 2000 in the Wikipedia article, 
“Demographics of Malaysia.” For Singapore, which has undergone extensive 
land reclamation since independence in 1965, its total land area in 1960 was 
obtained from the Singapore government’s website, www.data.gov.sg.

State populations in 1947 and 1957 were taken from Sultan Nazrin Shah 
(2016), Singapore’s National Library Board website, www.eresources.nlb.gov.sg, 
and Chua (1964). For each state, the mean of the 1947 and 1957 populations was 
calculated. This serves as a measure of the population coinciding with the middle 
of the stamps’ period of production, assuming the population increased steadily.

The approximate duration for which the coconut defi nitives were in circulation 
for each state was calculated based on earliest date of release for the state and the 
date of invalidation of the majority of denominations in the state. These data were 
obtained from Stanway (2009) and converted to Julian dates. The release date was 
then subtracted from the invalidation date to get the number of days.

Permutations and quantities
A permutation is defi ned in this study as a stamp of particular combination of 

state, head, denomination and color; for example, Penang, King George VI, 8¢, 
green. This is distinct from varieties, which are stamps of the same “permutation” 
with diff erent plate fl aws, subtle variations in shade or other factors.

I ranked the 281 
permutations of the postwar 
coconut defi nitives by 
quantity produced. It is 
no surprise that top values 
from remote states were 
the rarest: Perlis $2 and 
$5 and Trengganu $5 (see 
full table of rankings). 
There were 57,000 printed 
of each of these three. 
These, however, are not the 
rarest permutations of the 
coconut defi nitive overall; 
the BMA $5 on green paper 
holds the record, with fewer 
than 12,000 examples made. 
On the other extreme, about 
86 million Singapore 10¢ 
stamps were printed. I saw it 
myself; my grandfather had 
boxes and envelopes stuff ed 
full of Singapore 10¢ stamps 
from daily business lett ers. 
My grandmother helped soak 
the stamps off . Elsewhere, 

Two of the three rarest postwar non-BMA permutations of the 
coconut defi nitive.
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many 10¢ stamps ended up on student 
savings cards. The diff erence in 
abundance between the commonest 
and rarest permutations of the coconut 

Above: Abundance ranks of permutations, by denomina-
tion. Each panel takes the ranking from the immage shown 
at top and shows the positions of the permutations of the 
respective denomination as vertical lines. The permutations 
within most denominations are quite variable in abundance, 
suggesting that diff erences between states are the main 
determinants of abundance. For the commonest and rarest 
denominations (10¢ and $5, for example), however, the 
postal purpose of the denomination probably outweighed 
diff erences between states, resulting in the permutations 
being less variable in abundance.

Right: The ranked abundances of permutations 
follow a long-tailed distribution. A power-law fi t 
yielded an exponent of 1.78. The Kolmogorov-
Smirnov statistic was a relatively small 0.0638 
with a large p-value of 0.54, indicating that the 
data fi t a power law reasonably well. Power laws 
are characterized by scale-invariance; the shape 
looks the same no matter how much you zoom 
in. Examples abound in natural and manmade 
phenomena, from the size of craters on the moon 
to the species composition of trees in the tropical 
rainforest to the frequency of words in languages. 
Robinson (2000) uncovered a similar geometric 
distribution in cancel names on BMA 8¢ stamps.
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defi nitive is more than 
1,500-fold.

A word of caution 
about Singapore: The 
change in perforation 
occurred during the 
fi rst printing, and the 
respective quantities 
are unknown. It 
is also not known 
whether the gauge-14 
perforator continued 
to be used after the 
manufacturers started 
using the smaller-
gauge perforator. 
The Singapore data, 
therefore, does not 
distinguish the two 
perforation sizes, 
and the abundance 
ranking pools the two 
perforations for each 
denomination.

The range of abundances of the permutations of each denomination 
was calculated by taking the diff erence between the commonest and rarest 
permutation of each denomination. That was then plott ed against the number 
of stamps. Numbers within the plot refer to denominations. A unimodal 
relationship seems evident: Very rare or very common denominations are rare 
or common across all states, since their abundance is largely dependent on 
the denomination’s purpose and the corresponding demand for it. In contrast, 
denominations of intermediate rarity can be rare in some states and common 
in others, depending on geographical and anthropological factors. This recalls 
the intermediate disturbance hypothesis in ecology: Species diversity is highest 
when ecological disturbance is neither too rare nor too common.

The 1¢, 2¢ and, to some extent, 3¢ stamps appear to be outliers with 
intermediate abundance, but low abundance range. This could be because they 
are very low denominations for which it was not critical to match supply and 
demand very accurately to the needs of each state. It was probably easier to 
submit similar-sized orders for diff erent denominations.

The large number of varieties was spawned by a combination of geographical 
segmentation, variable postage rates and royal succession. For example, the 8¢ 
and 20¢ underwent color changes in 1951 in compliance with Universal Postal 
Union standards. Several values were replaced by new values as postage rates 
changed. For example the 40¢ was replaced by the 35¢ and, in turn, by the 30¢ 
airmail rate in 1952 and 1955, respectively. The color scheme of red and purple 
was used for all three. Indeed, there were new and revised postage rates every 

Relationship between the total number of stamps of a denomination, 
and the range in abundances of its permutations.



356 www.collectorsclub.org                      November-December 2020

year from 1945 to 1953 
(see Stanway 2009). 
Then, the portrait of 
King George VI on 
the stamps of Penang 
and Malacca had to 
be changed to Queen 
Elizabeth II in 1953.

The lowest 
denominations 
increase sequentially, 
followed by mostly 
even numbers and, 
in turn, by higher 
values, mostly in 
multiples of fi ve, 
since increasing by 
smaller amounts 
does not make much 
diff erence at larger 
scales. This contrasts 
with earlier stamps, 
say the Imperium 
classics, where one 
sees sequences like 
24¢-25¢ (British 
Honduras Queen 
Victoria) and 12¢-
13¢ (Seychelles 
Queen Victoria), just 
to name a couple 
(above).

Modern stamp 
series tend to have 
considerably fewer 
denominations. This 
could be because 
postage rates have 
been simplifi ed. 
Today, the post offi  ce 
might stipulate a 
Right: Overall production 
of each denomination. The 
rarest denomination is the 
$5, while the most common 
denominations are 10¢, 
followed by 4¢, which come 
as no surprise to collectors 
familiar with the series.
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single airmail rate no matt er which 
route the mail takes, the same rate 
for all overseas mail, and fewer 
weight categories and so on. Back 
in the 1950s, there were countless 
rates depending on the type of 
package, weight, destination and 
mode of transportation, each in 
turn with many categories (see 
Stanway 2009), not to mention that 
they changed frequently. I wonder 
how postal workers kept on top of 
all that.

As the denomination increases, 
the average requisition size 
(right) for that denomination 
falls. The authorities may 
have followed subconscious 
sensibilities even as they 
tried to tailor quantities to 
specifi c circumstances. The 
high-output 4¢ and 10¢ 
stamps have been omitt ed to 
show the main relationship 
more clearly. The logarithm 
of the denomination gives 
a linear relationship (least-
squares-fi tt ed line shown) 
because the sequence of 
denominations is perceived 
as equidistant discrete 
entities for purposes of 
requisition, but are – in fact 
– values of a continuous 
variable spaced further 
and further apart as 
denomination increases. 
This concept is illustrated by 
the fact that the diff erence 
between 1¢ and 2¢ is much 
smaller than the diff erence between $1 and $2, although both pairs are adjacent 
denominations.

Above right is a ranked barplot of requisition sizes, by denomination. The 
total area of bars for each denomination is proportional to the total number of 
stamps ordered. In denominations with a large number of orders, a long-tailed 
distribution emerges in the ranked order sizes. Stepped structures are often 
seen; this could be because the authorities, being humans, tended to pick certain 
numbers that looked nice to them



358 www.collectorsclub.org                      November-December 2020

The larger the number of 
requisitions, the larger the total 
number of stamps printed (right). 
A few extreme cases make the 
relationship nonlinear. The 
10¢ and 4¢ were in such high 
demand that orders had to be 
disproportionately big.

States
Examination of the data shows 

that states diff er litt le from 
one another in relative stamp 
quantities across denominations, 
simply following the overall 
trend. This indicates that there 
was litt le variation across states in 
postal habits such as local versus 
overseas mail.

The number of requisitions was 
quite similar across states (right). 
This indicates that requisitions were 
planned out – not haphazard – 
despite the fact that each state had 
separate orders. Johore had more 
orders because Sultan Ibrahim did 
not approve of a new defi nitive 
design and the coconut defi nitives 
had to be printed until he died in 
1959. The small numbers of orders 
for Perlis and Malacca are no 
surprise as their populations are 
among the smallest.

Population density (right) 
accounts for both population and 
area, and could be taken as an 
indicator of overall urbanization and 
communications. There is a positive 
nonlinear relationship between a state’s 
population density and the number 
of stamps, even after the number of 
stamps has been adjusted per capita. 
This suggests that people living in 
more urbanized and crowded places 
correspond more frequently and with 
more people, which makes sense. 
They have the means and desire to 
travel more widely and meet more 
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acquaintances. A big 
city also requires 
more administrative 
coordination and 
correspondence to run 
smoothly.

East coast states 
tend to have lower 
population density and 
fewer stamps than those 
on the west coast. The 
west is more developed 
as it fronts the Straits 
of Malacca, a major 
maritime highway that 
famously has Singapore 
at its crossroads. Indeed, 
the two square data 
points, corresponding to 
Johore and Singapore, 
show that they were 
a world apart despite 
being adjacent to each other and both having access to the west coast. Location 
and area are interacting factors here.

A geographical visualization of the number of stamps printed per capita 
per year (above) reveals other things. Despite its trading vintage, Malacca 
had receded to a postal backwater compared with Singapore and Penang. 
And, despite the enormous overall quantity of coconut defi nitives produced 
for Johore over a prolonged period, it falls behind the more industrious 
states and even jungle-clad Pahang in stamps available to each person per 
unit time. While the sprawling Malay states occupied themselves with the 
extraction of natural resources such as tin, rubber and rice, petite Singapore 
focused on channeling goods into and out of the peninsula. This meant lots of 
correspondence and lots of stamps.

The fact that stamps from any Malayan state could be used in any other state 
is a possible confounding factor. This, however, is signifi cant only if supply 
does not match demand, and if there is frequent interstate travel. It is unlikely 
to qualitatively aff ect the fi ndings, because post offi  ces have to constantly issue 
the right stamps in the right places and would detect and act on any shortfalls or 
oversupply quite quickly.

Visit your club’s website:
www.collectorsclub.org

It’s a wealth of great information!
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Temporal dynamics
Overall production of the post-

war coconut defi nitives by year 
(right). The time dimension reveals 
additional insights not otherwise 
apparent. The initial burst of 
production was followed by a 
bigger burst of resupply in the 
middle. Requisitions then tailed 
off  with later orders put in just to 
top up supplies before the next 
defi nitive issue was inaugurated.

Stamp production by year, for 
each denomination (below right). 
Solid lines are to the same scale 
across panels, while the dott ed 
lines have been expanded to fi ll 
the y-axis for each denomination, 
to make it easier to see the 
temporal fl uctuations.

The workhorse values, the 4¢, 
10¢ and 25¢, set the overall trend. 
Meanwhile, a few additional 
values, particularly the 8¢, 
20¢ and $5, show oscillations 
that are large relative to their 
quantities. I speculate that this 
might have been due to time 
lags in responding to demand, 
which, in turn, was made 
challenging by the diffi  culty 
of gauging demand for low-
production denominations. The 
color changes of the 8¢ and 20¢ 
were contributing factors too, 
coinciding with the fi rst big 
spike. Demand for the 1¢ and 
2¢ does not appear to have been 
very high. These denominations 
served mainly to make up required postage rates (e.g. Chua 1989). Meanwhile, 
requisitions dropped to zero for those denominations that were replaced by new 
values (see earlier part of article).

Conclusion
This study shows the potential use of large and comprehensive datasets in 

gaining a deeper understanding of the socioeconomic, geographical and even 
psychological forces that infl uence the ups and downs of postage stamps.

(Continued on page 364)
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(Continued from page 360)

Spirit of Malaya
“Within a tiny space, a stamp must establish national identity, indicate its value, 

contain usefully suggestive symbolism and needs high visual impact…without 
compromising the dignity of the issuing authority.”

—Stephen Bayley, British design critic
The coconut defi nitive is an enduring transcultural masterpiece of graphic 

design in which Malayan elements were built into its fundamental structure, 
rather than conveniently inserted as scenery framed by a generic decorative 
template as was done in many stamp designs. As Holley (2010a) put it, the 
coconut defi nitive was “not made to milk collectors or just adorn albums,” compared 
with more recent times of “blatant exploitation.”

Its woodcut quality exudes the old-world charm of traditional Malay 
woodcraft and makes it look even more old-school than the 19th-century classics. 
It exploits the incisive detail and perceptual shade gradation of line art, yet 
retains the kampong simplicity and roughness – in fact, simpler than most of 
its highly embellished small-defi nitive contemporaries throughout the world. 
Gentleman (1972) thought lett erpress was clumsy at such small scales, but I think 
it is a blessing in disguise. Indeed, it wouldn’t have been out of place on the 
lett ers of rugged guerrillas prowling the jungles during the Malayan Emergency.

It unifi es nature and architecture in the coconut tree, striking a mesmerizing 
balance between rustic tranquility and imperial grandeur. The abstinence 
from superfl uous embellishment liberates the raw beauty and harmony of 
rectangular and elliptical geometric forms that remain recognizable from a 
distance. Moreover, it stands out among the world’s classic imperial portrait-
centric stamps in incorporating scenic elements without sacrifi cing its air of 
administrative authority.

Eminent stamp designer Eric Gill lambasted the British off erings of the early 
20th century for what he saw as excessive ornamentation (left). The ideal design 
in his mind was purely functional – one bearing only the denomination, the word 
“postage” and a mark of the stamp’s origin, such as the monarch (Rosenblum 
1999a). Meanwhile, his equally eminent nemesis Edmund Dulac criticized the 
controversial Edward VIII issue (right) for looking as though it had not been 
designed at all. To Dulac, a stamp should advertise its country to the world. 
Mackay (1997) detailed the controversy. As for the coconut design (center), I 
daresay it would have placated both Gill and Dulac.
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Times had changed by 
the twilight years of the 
coconut defi nitive. People 
were developing a taste 
for more pictorial designs 
(Stanway 2009). The world 
was becoming increasingly 
mechanized and popular 
culture was taking hold. 
The 1960s saw a philatelic 
“industrial revolution” with 
the photogravure technique, a fundamentally diff erent kind of printing, with 
multiple colors.

Andrew Gilmour, who chaired the government’s Stamp Design Committ ee 
in 1951, later wrote in a Singapore Stamp Club report that he felt that Crown 
Agents was resistant to new designs and took too long to approve them. When 
King George VI died in 1952, Crown Agents simply asked printers to replace his 
portrait with the queen’s on existing stamp designs.

In 1956, a Mr. Tay Chee Siong from Johore Bahru wrote to The Straits Times, 
imploring the authorities to introduce new pictorial stamps to “sell Malaya 
to tourists.” He said the coconut defi nitives were “the most uninteresting and 
unimaginative. The design is stereotyped, inappropriate and misleading … ” 

He feared that foreigners might think 
Malaya was “a country of swaying 
coconut palms.”

A year earlier, Singapore had 
already ditched the coconuts for 

a new series featuring ships and 
planes. These designs by Carl 

Alexander Gibson-Hill (left) were 
praised by Gilmour as having been 

very successful and popular. But the 
amount of “design” that went into them is debatable. The main subject 

might be intrinsically beautiful and has been artfully drawn, but it and the 
other elements of the stamp appear to have been conceived as independent 
modules and dropped into a rectangular canvas. It looks not unlike the 
controversial Edward VIII defi nitive shown earlier. Perhaps the new design 
was meant to accentuate the individualism of the fundamental components 
that made up a postage stamp. Perhaps the intention was to juxtapose them 
against one another to emulate industrial-age dissonance and disorganization 
just as in some contemporary art movements.

Nevertheless, great stamp designs die hard (pun intended). The coconut 
defi nitive stamps of Johore were still being printed as late as 1958, and a 1959 
order for more was canceled only because Sultan Ibrahim died (Stanway 
2009). The last coconut defi nitives were fi nally invalidated on Nov. 1, 1966 
(Stanway 2009), nine years after independence and a year after Singapore 
separated from Malaysia.

In the mid-1950s, De La Rue came up with essays of a new 
defi nitive design for the Malay states (Norris 1989). For some 
reason, it never took off . The universal coconut duty plate pre-
vailed yet again.

He feared 
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Even then, it wasn’t all over yet. The coconut 
defi nitive was given one fi nal overprint as it entered 
its death throes, an almost forlorn “date stamp,” 
in loosely typeset lett ers with a rickety makeshift 
frame (right). The perforated adhesives were already 
gone, but the coconut defi nitive held out for a while 
longer on surplus postal stationery cards repurposed 
for offi  cial use. These cards were used to remind 
addressees to collect their parcels, or to send messages 
between postal departments and headquarters, or 
for other purposes. Coconut cards were recorded 
passing through the post as late as 1967 (Cheah 1977). 
The mystery is what purpose the overprint served, when an obliteration of the 
invalidated stamp seems more appropriate as was done using thick black bars 
in other batches of cards. Could it have been a tongue-in-cheek substitute for an 
actual date stamp?

The Universal Coconut Duty Plate was a classic, but remarkably future-proof, 
design that saw Malaya through some of the most tumultuous chapters in its 
history. Its diversity and longevity was choreographed by no mastermind. It was 
superb design and a litt le luck that gave it resilience and adaptability in the face of 
adversity and the tides of change. It was truly a stamp that took Malaya by storm.

Maximal geographical extent of the issuance of the Universal Coconut Duty Plate, sprawling across tropical 
seas west of the Wallace Line on the biggest archipelago in the world, created by the submergence of the 
Sunda Shelf in the present interglacial. Cartographed by Lin Yangchen with shoreline data from the United 
States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The map excludes a single reported BMA stamp 
with a cancellation from Sibu, Sarawak (Peters 2007).
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Coda: Resurrection of the Coconuts
The coconut design is so iconic that it has been reproduced and adapted 

several times over the decades.
On Sept. 22, 1952, the Students Saving Scheme 

was launched across Malaya (Lin 2020b). Cards 
were printed with a large modifi ed coconut 
defi nitive on the front, showing three students 
standing in the vignett e holding a sign reading 
“success | security | suffi  ciency” (see Newman 
2019, McClellan 2020). A reduced image of the 
cover is shown at right. The thin outer frame 
and wide denomination tablets indicate that the 

design was lifted 
from one of the Malay 
state variants. But an Arabic script appears at the 
bott om that does not seem to match any of the states 
or even any of the characters of the Jawi alphabet. 
McClellan (2020) 
says these cards 
are “by far the 
most att ractive” 
compared 
with savings 
cards from the 

Japanese occupation and the 1970s. Students 
had to paste coconut defi nitives on the 
printed boxes on the back of the card. There 
were cards for diff erent denominations such 
as 10¢ and 50¢. Once the card was complete 
the bank would accept it as deposit.

The coconut design has been 
reincarnated several times as design elements on commemorative stamps 

issued by Singapore in the late 20th and early 
21st centuries, in what Singapore Post calls the 
“stamp-on-stamp design 
concept.” These include 
London 1980 (above left), 
designed by Paul Wee Hui 
Hong; 50th anniversary 
of the end of World War 
II (1995, above right), 
designed by Chua Ban 
Har; 150 years of stamps 
(2004, left), designed by 
Sylvia Tan; General Post 
Offi  ce of Singapore (2017, 
right), designed by Wong 
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Wui Kong; and a painted representation on a 
1995 stamp from a set promoting the Singapore 
Philatelic Museum (right).

Interestingly, Malaysia has never reproduced 
the coconut defi nitive on its stamps (cataloges 
inspected through March 2019), although it 
has reproduced some of its colonial stamps on 
several occasions. This may have something to 
do with the coconut defi nitive being the design 
for the very fi rst stamps inscribed Singapore but 
not for Malaysia. 

The 1980 commemorative carries the earliest 
and so far largest offi  cial reproduction of 
the coconut defi nitive on another stamp. At 
fi rst glance it seems no more than another 
straight copy of the $2, but the more you 
look at it the odder it becomes (enlargement 
at left). The denomination glyphs are 
slightly distorted, diff erent enough from 
the actual that it’s not a direct photographic 
reproduction, yet similar enough that it’s 
somehow lifted from the original – or at 
least trying hard to be faithful to it. And 
there’s a uniform gap between the vignett e 
and the surrounding design, where there 
should instead be overlapping lines for the 
double-plated $2. The lines are smooth and 
clean throughout, with somewhat uneven 
spacing, as if drawn by a fi ne pen rather 
than engraved. I have a theory for the 

strange appearance: It could be an artifact 
of the off set lithography that produced this 
stamp. One might be seeing a combination 
of deliberate “refi nement” and “spontaneous 
distortion” of the details when the coconut 
design was being reproduced on the 
lithographic plate.

For the war commemorative (enlarged 
at right), care appears to have been taken to 
select coconut stamps with almost perfectly 
centered BMA overprints. But the centering 
of the coconut stamp design with respect to 
its perforations was not so good. The designer 
and/or postal authorities seemed to have a soft 
spot for the green-and-red $2, BMA purple-
and-orange and 15¢ blues among many 
possible color choices.

Printed by Secura Singapore.

Printed by Koninklijke Joh. Enschedé.
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At right is an off set lithography 
detail of the 2004 issue, with 
characteristic squished halftone dots.

In 2008 the coconut defi nitive 
concept became the inspiration 
for a commemorative set marking 
150 years of postal services in 
Singapore. It was redrawn with 
raster gradients and pictorial 
vignett es by designer Sylvia Tan. 
The color schemes appear to be 
based on a selection of issued and 
unissued color schemes of the original defi nitive.

The commemorative is a very diff erent stamp from the coconut defi nitive. 
It is larger and more clutt ered with pictures and small text. Small ornaments 
have replaced the distinctive fascia corners; the ornaments are harder to make 
out and do not arouse a vernacular atmosphere in the way the original fascia 
evoke traditional Malay houses. The coconut trees are no longer architectural 

columns but thin “fl ag poles.” 
An unexplained clump of leaves 
a third of the way up – perhaps 
a space fi ller – disrupts the 
sensation of height.

The other vital ingredient is 
typography. Like many modern 
stamps of Singapore and other 
countries, this issue uses – or gives 
the impression that it uses – off -
the-shelf fonts in computer word 
processors. The main inscriptions 
are in Copperplate Gothic, an 
all-uppercase font widely used 
in the branding and stationery of 
highly paid professionals such 
as lawyers, doctors and bankers. 
This gives the stamp a somewhat 
aristocratic look, in contrast to the 
artisanal handcrafted “MALAYA” 
on the original coconut defi nitive. 
But even more important than 
what font it is is whether the font 
goes well with the rest of the 
design. The Copperplate isn’t 
perfectly at home because the 
subject matt er depicted on the 
stamp is quite a diff erent industry 
from law, medicine or fi nance. 

Printed by the Beijing Stamp Printing House.

One of the panels shown by the author at the 36th Asian 
International Stamp Exhibition in 2019. The backdrop 
shows skyscrapers in Singapore's Central Business District, 
photographed with the world's widest rectilinear SLR lens. 
Note the center.
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In the original coconut defi nitive, on the 
other hand, the text and imagery feel as if 
they are one organism.

The Universal Coconut Duty Plate 
design has also starred in a few non-
postal philatelic roles in modern times.

In 1999, it was the cover page of the 
40th-anniversary issue of the journal 
of the Malaya Study Group (right). 
Interestingly, it exhibits the diff erential 
focus of the two coconut trees that I 
discovered on some “BMA MALAYA” 
10¢ stamps. Reproduced with 
permission of the editor of The Malayan 
Philatelist in 2020.

In 2016 the coconut design was used 
as an invitation card and event banner 
for a “Philately Night” organized by 
Singapore Post. It appeared to have been 
derived from a 20¢ blue KGVI stamp with 
some digital touch-up. The “MALAYA” at the top was changed to “PHILATELY 

NIGHT” (banner) and “8 JULY 2016” 
(invitation card) in computer-generated sans 
serif font. The banner, as tall as a man, was 
probably the biggest coconut print ever made.

In 2019 the coconut defi nitive was a 
prominent element in a bus advertisement for 
the 36th Asian International Stamp Exhibition 
(Singpex).

Finally, at left is a fantasy stamp I created, 
inspired by the 1990 Double Head Machin 
commemorating 150 years of postage stamps.

Truly, the coconut defi nitives, off er virtually 
anything a collector could want, at all levels of 
complexity. 

[Editor’s Note: This is the 12th and fi nal installment by Yangchen on his deeply 
specialized interest in the extremely diverse Coconut defi nitives of Malaya. He has 
not only studied these stamps from virtually every aspect for many years, he also has 
exhibited, including at World Stamp Exhibition 2015 in Singapore. His exhibit, The 
Stamp That Took Malaya by Storm – Graphic Design and Diversifi cation, refl ects 
only a small portion of Yangchen’s extensive study and expertise regarding these 
stamps. The exhibit – and this work – has relevance to virtually anyone considering 
the evolution and study of a specifi c stamp design or issue. His entire study, including 
updates, as more information becomes available, appears on his personal website, 
www.linyangchen.com/philately. His extensive list of references is found on his 
website as well: www.linyangchen.com/Malaya-stamp-literature.]
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What’s That I See on the Board?
By Larry Haber

Some years ago, we began a project off ering collectors the opportunity to 
commemorate special philatelic items dear to them on a multi-positional plaque 
on the second fl oor of the Clubhouse. Think of it as a “micro-exhibit,” one item, 
very special to the collector. 

This new project highlights some of these special items in the pages of the 
Collectors Club Philatelist. The goal: to bett er understand the item, why it was 
selected for display and some background on the collector ...

Kurt E. Kimmel 
What is this item?

This cover is dated July 31 (1850) and was dispatched from the post offi  ce of 
Montagnana, a town in the province of Padova, which in 1850, had about 7,000 
inhabitants. At the time, Montagnana was incorporated within the Austrian 
Empire as a constituent of the “Kingdom of Lombardo-Veneto.” This kingdom 
had a stronger currency than in the other parts of the Austrian Empire where 
the weaker “kreuzer” was used. Because of the diff erence in currency, diff erent 
adhesives denominated in “centesimi” were prepared for Austrian Italy. The rate 
from the third Austrian section via the Kingdom of Sardinia to France from June 
1, 1850, (when the fi rst postage stamps were issued) to Sept. 3,1851, was 29 kreu-
zer or 145 centesimi, which is correctly franked with three 45c and one 10c stamp. 
These were canceled three times by the single-line handstamp without date and 
once with the handstamp with date, as well as with a red “P.D.,” which meant it 
was fully paid to the destination

Why did I select it for display at the Collectors Club?
In 1953 I decided to collect Austrian Italy. The main reason was that with my 

weekly pocket money I could not aff ord the classic Swiss stamps. On the other 
hand, I was able to fi nd scarce and att ractive cancellations on covers with stamps 
of Austrian Italy of the period 1850-66, which the Swiss dealers did not appreci-
ate at the time, for less than $10. My traditional exhibit of Lombardo-Veneto was 
awarded a Large Gold medal at Philanippon 1991. I continued to add items that 
I could use, not only in my traditional exhibit (such as this one because of its 
unique franking), but also in my marcophily collection because the handstamp 
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without date has been recorded only on two covers and – last, but not least – in 
my rates and routes collection because so far it is the only known with this 145c 
rate to France fully prepaid with postage stamps.

Who am I (philatelically)?
Kurt Kimmel has been recognized with the APS Luff  Award for Distin-

guished Philatelic Research and was invited to sign the Roll of Distinguished 
Philatelists in 2004. He obtained the Prof. Brühl-medal for contribution to Phi-
lately, the Köhler Award for services rendered as Philatelic Expert and the Prof.
Weidlich-medal (DASV) for promoting Postal History at the highest level. The 
Liechtenstein Federation off ered the goblet of the Principality for expert work 
and for helping Liechtenstein in FIP matt ers. He was elected as honorary member 
of the “Amici del Museo Tassi a Cornello” and was elected as honorary member 
of the Turkish Academy. He was awarded the FIP Medal for Services at the 74th 
FIP Congress in 2016.

In 2014, he formed the Kimmel Postal History Foundation, which acquired a 
historical building in Switz erland with the goal of opening a museum and meet-
ing place. Further details may be found at: www.kimmelstiftung.ch  

Kurt has been a stamp collector since the age of six, and has formed notable 
collections in several diff erent language areas, earning the highest awards in 
each, including:

German:  Austrian Italy 1850-1866, Traditional, including their cancellations. 
English: Ceylon 1857-1871, Traditional. Awarded the Tapling Medal 1991 for 

a London Philatelist article in May 1991 and was additionally the co-author of the 
book Ceylon The Pence Issues, which was published in March 2020 by The Royal 
Philatelic Society London. 

Spanish: Venezuela 1859-1877, Traditional. Edited the Venezuela 1859-1880 
section of Scott  1840-1940 Classic Specialized Catalogue (since 2001). 

French: Postal History of Vietnam 1859-1979, started 1988, together with 
his wife, Rita Lampart Kimmel, who spent a few years of her life as a nurse 
in Vietnam.
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Italian: Postal History of Lombardy-Venetia 1393-1866, foreign mail from and to 
Lombardy-Venetia 1850-1870. 

Mixed: The Foreign Post Offi  ces in Constantinople (1442-1923), Registered mail 
from Hungary (1789-1900) and The Electric Telegraph in Switz erland (1852-1886).

Since 1972 he has served as an expert for classic stamps of Switz erland and 
the Austrian Empire, later also of Ceylon and Venezuela. 

Kimmel has also served as a Swiss and German national jury member. From 
1995 to 2008 he was an APS jury member. He has been an FIP jury team leader 
for traditional philately, postal history, postal stationery and philatelic litera-
ture and, since 2016, has been emeritus status. He also was vice-president of the 
following international Juries: Praga ‘98, Bangkok 2003, Wipa ’08, Italia 2009, 
Nordia 2010, Istanbul 2010, Singapore 2015; president of the jury in Sindelfi ngen 
1998, 2001, 2005 and 2006 and Milano 2014, senior jury consultant at Nordia 2010.

He has been president and, since 2008, honorary member of the Swiss Postal 
History Society. Fellow of the RPSL, president of the Ceylon Study Circle, deputy 
sheriff  of the Arizona Philatelic Rangers, member of several philatelic societies in 
Switz erland, including the Consilium Philateliae Helveticae.

Kurt has served as a delegate for Switz erland to the FIP commissions for 
Postal History (Commission Secretary 2000-04, Chairman 2008-16) and Tradi-
tional Philately as well as Fight against Forgeries (FIP Expert team Paris 2014 and 
Philakorea 2014). For revenues, he's been a member of the Bureau 2004-06 and 
commission secretary 2006-08.

About the Collectors Club Centennial plaque: If you would like to place 
your item on this very special display board in the Clubhouse, some spots are 
still available. To further explore this opportunity, please contact Larry Haber at 
info@collectorsclub.org. 

Don’t forget!
Our library is a great
member resource! 

Online CCNY Library
information is available

www.collectorsclub.org/the-collectors-club-library/

Please “check it out!”
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To order, call 01425 472 363 
email orders@stanleygibbons.com

or visit stanleygibbons.com

2021 Commonwealth & 
British Empire Stamps 1840-1970
Stamp Catalogue

STANLEY GIBBONS  | 399 Strand  | London  |  WC2R 0LX
www.stanleygibbons.com

@StanleyGibbons /StanleyGibbonsGroup @StanleyGibbons 

NEW FOR THIS EDITION:

 India and Indian States.

R2813-21  £89.95
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The Collectors Club
Membership Update: Aug. 1-Oct. 15, 2020. We are pleased to wel-
come the following new and reinstated (*) members.

Approved by the Board of Governors
Sept. 2, 2020: Non-Resident

Bendix, Richard  Chicago, Ill.
Bouvier, Joseph  San Antonio, Texas
Coombs, Douglas Ridgefi eld, Conn.
Dail, Sean  Raleigh, N.C.
Feinstein, Michael Northridge, Calif.
Harter, Paul  Phoenix, Ariz.
Kardasis, Nick  Wellesley Hills,
        Mass.
Lingler, Andrew Elyria, Ohio
Many, Clinton  Brook Park, Ohio
Minor, Phil  Sarasota, Fla.
Overmoe, Brad  Salt Lake City, Utah
*Roth, Steven  Washington, D.C.
Schultz , William West Chester, Pa.
Templer, Darryl  La Jolla, Calif.
Voninski, Rich  Aurora, Colo.
Wertheimer, Pierre Pitt sboro, N.C.
Zaiko, Sheryl  Allen, Texas

Sept. 30, 2020: Non-Resident
Bourassa, Donald J. Litt leton, N.H.
Briggs, Albert  Roanoke, Va.
Callender Jr, Arden D Houston, Texas
Couchot, Capt.
(Ret.) Ronald E.  Oceanside, Calif.
Hauser, Dr. Mark J. Newton, Mass.
Kellner, Mark A. Mesquite, Nev.
Krische, Harold  Langley, BC, Can.
Slack, Frank John Newton, Mass.
Tomaszek, Thomas Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Wolley, Robert D. Leyton, Utah

Congratulations to our new mem-
bers. A membership certifi cate will 
be forwarded to the address on fi le 
for each. Please keep us updated as to 
current address and email so that we 

can continue to serve you. Electronic 
outreach is increasingly important as 
we continue to expand our off erings. 
Our website (www.collectorsclub.org) 
receives ongoing enhancements based 
on member feedback. Please contact us 
at info@collectorsclub.org with feed-
back, comments or questions.

New Applications received:
New applications are posted for 

30 days after receipt prior to Board of 
Governors action. The following ap-
plicants have applied for membership 
from Oct. 1-15:
Overseas
Harrison, Steven   
Sutt on Coldfi eld, West Midlands, UK

Non-Resident
Juell, Rev. Rodney A. Joliet, Ill.
Sodero, Jane M.F. Halifax, NS, Can.
Stapleton, John Allan Scarborough, ON
       Canada
Wilde, Bradley Giff ord Philadelphia, Pa.

We note with sadness the passing of:
Basurto, Alfredo Past Member,
March 2020

In these uncertain times we are not 
always aware of these events in a timely 
manner. Please help by lett ing us know 
at info@collectorsclub.org.

Respectfully submitt ed,
Mark E. Banchik; Membership Co-Chair
Lawrence Hunt; Membership Co-Chair

Explore our website and see just how much 
more the Collectors Club can offer.
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Book Reviews
The 2d Queen-on-Throne Stamps of Victoria 1852-1857, by Geoff rey Kellow and John 
Shawley, published by The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria, 2020, hardbound, A4 for-
mat, 459 pages; bibliography, table of contents, index; price AUD180 plus shipping; orders 

www.rpsv.org.au/publication/publications-for-sale/

Victoria’s rapid population growth in the early 1850s drove a simultaneous 
expansion in mail volume, and thus in the use of adhesive postage stamps. As a 
result, supplies of the two-pence Half-Length stamps needed to pay the inland 
rate were rapidly depleted. Reprinting 
was not an option, as the 2d Half-Length 
die had been defaced and was unusable. 
A replacement for the two-pence Half-
Lengths was needed quickly, as less 
than a year’s supply was on hand. The 
solution was issuance of a new series 
of stamps, the two-pence Queen-on-
Throne. This book, by Geoff Kellow and 
John Shawley, although concentrating 
on plating, covers every aspect of the 
life cycle of this series, from request for 
tenders through to postal usage. They 
expand and, in a few cases, correct the 
work of J.R.W. Purves.

 Queen-on-Throne stamps quickly 
caught the eyes of collectors. The 
first printing was plated, perhaps 
independently, by J.B. Moens and 
E.L. Pemberton in 1869-70. Since then, 
Queen-on-Throne stamps have graced 
the albums of many famous collections, including to L.R.R. Hausburg, T.K. 
Tapling, W.P. Heslop, M.H. Horsley, HM King George V, H.W. Johnston, C.L. 
Pack, T. Landell-Mills, R.N. Wawn, A.H. Caspary and J.R.W. Purves.

 This book comprehensively documents the life cycle of the Queen-on-Throne 
stamps that replaced the 2d Half-Length. It covers the three manufacturers, who 
produced a total of 14 printings. Plating diagrams are provided for all printings, 
along with high-resolution color images of all positions, each enlarged to 200%. 
All images are accompanied by detailed, clear descriptions of the key plate-
position marks. Particularly helpful for the collector are fresh examples of all 
known shades – the only source for reliable color identification of these stamps 
known to this writer.

 In October 1851, two contracts were awarded by the postmaster general to 
Thomas Ham of Melbourne: one for engraving a 50-subject die, and one for using 
the approved die to print 500,000 stamps. The approved design was created 
by William Strutt, from which 50 subjects, in five horizontal rows of 10, were 
individually hand-engraved on a steel die by David Tulloch, both men employed 
by Ham. Ten thousand sheets, printed directly from the die, were delivered from 
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Ham’s premises on Collins Street to the GPO 
in late November 1852. Stamps printed after 
the plate had begun to rust are also discussed 
and amply illustrated, as are proofs, specimens, 
reprints, and forgeries. Ham’s work yielded 
the only intaglio printing of Queen-on-Throne 
stamps. 

 By October 1853, the supply of Ham-
printed stamps was sufficiently depleted to 
warrant an additional printing. Campbell & 
Co. was awarded a contract to produce 500,000 
penny (half-lengths), 500,000 three-penny 
(half-lengths), and 2 million Queen-on-Throne 
stamps. Campbell subsequently delivered 
nine printings to the G.P.O., all produced by 
lithography using transfers from the original 
die of 50 subjects. The first eight printings were 
produced from a stone of 100, formatted in two 
panels of 50, laid down using transfers from 
the original die. However, the ninth printing, 
from a stone of 300 (six panes of 50) was laid 
down using transfers from an intermediate 
stone, resulting in images not as finely resolved 
as previous printings. All 2 million Queen-on-
Throne stamps were delivered to the GPO by 
the end of February 1854.

 In April 1854, the postmaster general 
issued a request for tenders to supply 3 
million Queen-on-Throne stamps at a rate 
of 500,000 per month. The sole response was 
from Campbell & Fergusson (successor to J.S. 
Campbell Co.) at £450, which was reduced and accepted at £225 after the 
PMG revised the tender to 1,500,000 stamps. Confusion evidently reigned 
because Campbell & Fergusson printed 3 million stamps, all delivered by 
May 1855. Meanwhile, demand for two-pence stamps had shrunk after the 
inland rate was increased from two pence to six pence in May 1854, further 
reduced to four pence in July 1855. The oversupply of 1,500,000 stamps was 
therefore destroyed in September 1855.

 The Campbell & Fergusson printings employed four stones of 200 subjects, 
each of which comprised four panes of 50, and all of which were employed long 
after their useful lives had expired. Images on the first two stones (A and B) were 
laid down using transfers from the steel die of 50 subjects. Stones C and D were 
laid down using large paste-up transfers from the die, which resulted in poorer 
impressions. Campbell & Fergusson’s use of all four printing stones continued 
long after they had begun to wear, so the printing quality is poorer than all 
previous printings.

 This book is well-organized, comprehensive, clearly written and easy to 
use for identifying a printing, a plate/stone position or a color. It is profusely 

Top: A used pair from Stone 2.

Center: A used pair from Stone A, ex-
hibiting the “TVO” fl aw on right stamp.

Bottom: A used pair from Stone C.
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illustrated with high-resolution color images, with all plate positions enlarged 
to 200%. Many rare and iconic covers are illustrated, as are examples of the 
cancellations used, accompanied by cancel types per printing. Particularly handy 
are the chart of the corner-letter sequence and the timelines of postal use for all 
printings. All known printing varieties and flaws are illustrated. This superb 
work will have strong appeal to students and collectors of Australian colonial 
stamps, to platers, and to postal historians.

— John H Barwis, RDP, FRPSV, FRPSL

Le Alpi e le Vie della Posta - Die Alpen und die Wege der Post (The Alps and the Routes 

of the Post), by Francesco Dal Negro, in Italian and German (Italian to German translation 
by Christian Staffler(, published by Post Horn by CIFO (Italian Definitive Stamps Collectors 
Society, www.cifo.eu or segreteria@cifo.eu), hardbound, color dustjacket, 232 A4 pages, 
color and black and white illustrations throughout, maps, bibliography ( ISBN 978-88-
945287-0-1), CIFO members have a discounted price, non-members, €80, available from 
Vaccari, info@vaccari.it.

Through decades of painstaking research and direct and regular visits to the 
Alpine towns, villages, postal inns, Alpine pubs, surviving mailcoach stations 
and archival research strategically timed during the slow season, the author 
gathered precious information, photographs and documents that enabled him to 
write three successful books (1986, 1996 and 2007) about postal hotels, inns and 
postal stations of the Alps, from the Franco-Italian riviera to the Savoy majestic 
views arching over the entire chain to the Tyrol region and then gradually 
descending to the Adriatic shores.

As aptly put by seasoned postal historian Lorenzo Carra in his introduction, 
“this new volume is a passionate and thrilling tale ... where the wisdom and humanity of 
the author who seventy years ago was a postman of the San Bernardino village (elevation, 
5275 feet) and for over eighty years has been collecting those small pieces of paper called 
stamps emerge." 

In his preface, Dal Negro writes: “This publication was born from the merger of 
two of my cultural interests, apparently independent of each other, and that is the study 
of human settlements and routes through the Alps and my passion for postal history. 
And since postal history, or in a broader sense the history of the post, 
entails the study and knowledge of the paths along which (until 
a few years ago) the transport of correspondence, goods, 
and people took place, it was my instinctive curiosity 
to research over the years the historical evidence and 
reconstruct the events of the postal transits through 
the most important Alpine passes, from Po Valley to 
the north and vice versa, from the Roman era to the 
Nineteenth century.”

This book is a genuine labor of love. From 
travel guides that centuries ago were correctly 
called “postal guides,” to memoirs of great 
travelers such as Montaigne, Goethe and De 
Saussure, the author gleaned precious and often 
detailed pieces of information. To read what these 
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eminent writers thought of towns, inns 
and posts is something you will never 
forget. The innkeepers were oftentimes 
a postmaster who performed as an 
informant of the authorities and even as 
a notary in certain circumstances.

We are taken on a journey that 
examines routes and communications 
from the days of ancient Rome to the 
Middle Ages and its “merchants posts” 
and “Lords posts.” By the late 1400s, the 
Tassis postal enterprise was entrusted 
with the posts of the Habsburg empire, 
which were – in due course – extended to 
private persons, entrepreneurs, merchants 
and bankers. By the twilight of the 
Renaissance, important developments had 
taken place and, as the author puts it: “the 
post acquired over the years economic 
importance and postal services were conditioned by local political situations.” 
This was the case with the Confederation of Swiss Cantons in the heart of the 
Alps, which rebelled against imperial power in 1291, and ever since gaining 
increasing autonomy; the Cantons, therefore, became the de facto handlers of 
all commercial and postal traffic between the Rhineland regions and Lombardy. 
In 1675, a Bernese patrician, Beat Fischer von Reichenbach, with more or less 
peaceful negotiations, was able to put order in the multiplicity of local post 
offices and could deal on a par with the Tassis post in the north and with the post 
of Venice to the south.

Dal Negro points out that as far as the Tassis were concerned, their most 
important postal highway passed through the Brenner Pass (elevation, 4,400 feet); 
on the other hand, Beat Fischer's goal was the 6,900-foot elevation San Gotthard 
route, which found economic interests of different cities clashing (Bern, Lucerne 
and Zurich) in major disagreements compounded by the religious contrasts 
between the central Catholic cantons and the other cantons that had joined the 
Reformation. Eventually, Fischer succeeded in negotiating an arrangement that 
satisfied all parties involved. The agreement did not give him and his postal 
enterprise full monopoly, because the routes of other postal operators, such as 
the competitive Lyon Ordinario, the Lindau Courier and the Nurnberg Ordinario 
traversed other passes of the Central Alps.

During the 17th and 18th centuries, these postal enterprises were liquidated 
and incorporated in the national posts that enjoyed a virtual monopoly, so to 
speak, on postal communications.

The 19th century was in many ways a postal revolution, fuelled by a 
series of important innovations and developments, such as regular delivery 
of mail across the Mediterranean and the Atlantic oceans, as well as postal 
reforms, including the English one that gave birth to the first adhesive 
postage stamps and introduced low and uniform postal rates. In due course, 
other countries in Europe and the Americas followed suit. Throughout this 
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complex narration, the author is well focused on the consequences and 
benefits for the Alpine postal routes and establishments. Furthermore, in 
1874, Heinrich von Stephan laid the foundation of what was to become the 
Universal Postal Union.

As strange as it may sound, the Alps, which were perceived as an obstacle 
between north and south “thanks to their orographic conformation paradoxically, have 
always represented an easy point of contact and passage between the plains in the north, 
the Po Valley, and the Mediterranean Sea.” Furthermore, the Transalpine postal 
routes reached elevations of 9,000 feet during the twilight of the 1800s. 

The next chapter delves into the colossal road network that allowed, for 
centuries, efficient military, political as well as private postal communications. 
After the fall of the Roman Empire, the road network deteriorated and 
only with the economic recovery of the 13th and 14th centuries did some 
improvements take place. This repair work became more noticeable as time 
passed, but it would be necessary to reach the end of the 18th century and the 
first half of the 19th to see new roads built through the Alps (not outdated 
mule tracks) suitable for the transit of wagons and carriages. The need for this 
critical infrastructure was twofold: political and military in some instances, 
and political and commercial in others. Over the years, the second motivation 
prevailed, and this positive development brought widespread benefits to the 
traversed regions, but above all the origin and destination regions of goods, 
mail and people were the major beneficiaries. In the 19th century, the great 
transalpine carriage roads were accurately called “commercial roads” to 
indicate the main purpose of their construction.

This brings us to the chapter dealing with the conveyance of mail traversing 
the Alps through the centuries, taking us to the days of mailcoaches, which 
are still fascinating in the modern day and age. And, yes, the post horn could 
not be overlooked with the author providing us the score of all postal signals, 
from the departure of the mail coach to its arrival at the postal inn and classic 
postilion’s call. Imagine these sounds resonating through the Alps and echoing 
through the valleys; no wonder Rossini made good use of these tunes and 
chromatic effects in his operas.

The hundreds of illustrations are a joy for the eyes as they tell a good portion 
of the story. The hospitality infrastructure, with its restaurant and hotels, is also 
revisited and explored and the reader may fantasize about the food and the 
hotels’ comfort. Postal history is the thread that keeps the interesting narration 
going. Having lived in the Caribbean for half of my life, this work has revived 
my desire to visit some of the places discussed in this bewitching book, as well 
as reawakening my ambition to secure some covers of the 1800s that have passed 
through transalpine routes. The various Alpine passes are discussed in great 
detail, and rivers and lakes are also included to further seduce readers.

This book has so many winning points, the documentation is 
spellbinding, the bilingual conversational delivery is a breath of fresh air, 
the graphic aspect is well above average as it lets the eye relax and roam and 
all the illustrations are the much-expected cherry on the cake – all of which 
makes it a compelling acquisition.

— Giorgio Migliavacca
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