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The Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial 
Award For 1972 
Presented To Pl1ilip Silver 

At the December 1972 meeting of the Board of Go \·ernors, Philip Siher was 
un animously chosen as th e 1972 recipient of the Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial 
;.ma rd "for distinguished sen·ice to ph ilately. " 

l1'or i\Ir . Siker, this caps a phil ateli c career that began in 1939 shortly after 
th e birth of his son, DaYid. ·w orking in the Comptroll el' 's Office with Mr. Silver 
\\·as H arold Baer, then the La,\· Secretar~· to the Comptroller, presently a 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New Yol'k. Actin g upon the 
latte r's suggestion, 1Hr. Silrnr started a coll ect ion fo l' his ne\\'born offspring. 
Th e so n's in terest \ms min imal ; the father 's cont inuell unabated to this day. 

Early Philatelic Interests 

Starting \\·ith a collection of mint sheets, fi rst da~· con'rs and plate blocks 
of United States stamps, Mr. Sihe1· g1·ay itated to top ica l coll ecting. After 
Pres id r nt Franklin D. Roose;-elt's death in 19.J-5, man,\· ('OUntries issued stamps 
in his honor. So, a " Roose \·cltiana " co ll ect ion \\·as sta rtrd. Later , after a 
meeting \\'ith ot her top ica l coll ectors, he star ted a sports stamp coll ect ion. This 
('On trac t with carl.v topical coll ectors Jed him to join \rith ot hel's as a n ol'ga nizel' 
of th e fil'st topical stamp societ.v in this col.rntr." , Top ie;il Phil ate lists. H e se n ·ed 
as Sce 1·eta 1'.v and Trensurer nnd also as Busin ess and Ad\·erti sing Manager of 
" Th e Topica list,'' the first topical publication in th e Pnited States. His arti cles 
on " Roose\·eltiana " eYrntuall~· led to the publication of the American Topi cal 
Associations ' handbook on " RooseYeltiana," \\·hi ch he co-aut hored \rith the late 
J·an Bal't. 
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Interest In Air Mails 

A chance introduction to seYeral air mail collectors, started him in the field 
of air nrnil collrcting. H e joinrd Aero Philatelists in 1951, subsequently being 
elected to its Board of Directors. H e sened this organization as Secretary for 
threr years. Jn 1959, he was eleva ted to the Presidency and served in that 
capacit:· for three years as wrll. 

lVIr. Sih·er's attraetion to air mail stamps caused him to giYe up senral of 
his othrr intrrrsts in cluding his eoll ection of 19th and 20th ccntur:· United 
States :rnd C'onfrdernte State's of Arnrrica.. Finding that a collection of air 
mails of th e entirr " ·orld was hrvond his r each - eYen toda,- there arc fe\\· such 
collrctions - hr concrntrated in~trad on the air mail stamps. of the United States 
aml of th r small est South Amrrican country, Frugua:'. 'l'oda:-, he is r ecognized 
as a leading authority on th e air mail rates of the United States. 

The Collectors Club 

In 1952, hr joined th e Collrctors Club of New ) "ork. Sewral :·ears later, 
the late Henr.v l\'I. Goodkind, then cd ito1· of Th e Col lectors Club Philatelist, 
nskrd him to ' '\\-rite-up " one of the Club's meetings. H e complied and, for 
man:· : ·ea rs after, his reports on philatelic presentations at Club meetings \\·ere 
a standard feature of that world renowned publication. 

In J 961, :;\lr. Sil\·er \\·as elected to the Board of Gonrnors of the Collectors 
C'lnb. On e :·ear later , he " ·as elected Secreta1·:· of the Club and sen·ed in that 
office for three Years. ~ext came three ,-ea rs as Vice P1·rsidcnt. H e " ·as then 
r leeted to the P.residenc:· and sel'\·ed in that capacity for thrrc :·ears from 1968 
to 1970. In 1971, he \YaS elected a Trnstcc, a position he still holds. 

In 1972, at the urging of the go,·ernors, he agreed to sene as Treasurer, 
until a replacement could be found. In addition , he has se1·ycd as Chairman, 
Co-C'hairnia n, 01· member of alm ost eYery committee in th e Club. He was re
sponsihlr for the formation of the Capital Fund in J 964 and has sened as its 
Co-C l111i1·nrnn " ·ith Mr. Boker, since that date. 

Other Philatelic Activities 

'li'. S ih·rr has sened philately in many other offices. In addition to his 
aetiYities in the Coll ector's Club, Aero Philatelists, and Topical Philatelists, he 
is pl'csentl:· a Vice President of the Am erican Air Mail Societ:' and the Presi
dr nt of the Ul'uguay Col lectm·s Club. l\Ir. Sih-er is also an altrrnate member 
of th e Am erican Rernlution Bi-Centennial Commission, a Director of the 
Associntion for Stamp Exhibitions and a Vice President ol' the r ecent AN
PHlLEX E xh ibition " ·hich celebrated the 75th .AnniYersal',\' of' thr Coll ectol's 
Club. 

Mr. Sih·er has cont1·ibutcd his talents to philately in other ways. H e is 
an accredited judge of th e American Philatelic Societ:-. H e sen·ecl as a Judge 
of the Juniol' Section during the 1956 FIPEX Exhibition in Nr w York a1Hl has 
judged a number of national and regional shO\rn in scYeral parts of th e country. 

H e is a member of: tlw Expr rt Committee of the Philateli c l•'oumlation . 
On that eommitter, he specialized in th e difficult area of sui·chal'gcs and oYet·
pL'ints. 

l\11'. Sih·er has not ncglcctcd th r exhibiting side of philately. H e twice i·e
cei ,·c<l A wards of Honor at Collectors Club Annual Competitions for Confederate 
States and l "nited States air mails. His collections have won grand awards in 
SOJEX and SEPAD. In international competition, he has recriYed many 
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major awards, including a small-gold at the 1966 SIPEX Exhibition in Wash
ington, D. C. In international air mail competition, here and abroad, he has 
r eceiYed a number of gold medals plus special awards for research . 

In addition to his membership in the Collectors Club, Mr. Silver is a fellow 
of The Royal Philatelic Society, London, and a member of the American Phila
telic Society, Society of Philatelic Americans, American Air Mail Society, J ack 
Knight Coll ectors F ederation, Metropolitan Air Mail Cover Club, Urugu ay 
Collectors Club, Essay Proof Society, etc. 

Writing Activities 

Although Philip Silver has served philately well in many executi ve and 
administrat ive capacities, his first love is writin g. Over the past 20 years, more 
than one hundred of his articles have been published in the Coll ectors' Club 
Philatelist, "STAMPS,'' Linn 's Weekly Stamp News, Western Stamp Collector, 
'' First Days,'' ''Covers'' magazine, and, last but not least, in the AERO 
Philatelist Annals. H e was Assistant Editor of the Aero Philatelist Annals 
from 1959 until its demise in 1971. After the merger of Aero Philatelists and 
the American Air lVIail Society is legally consummated, he will be the editor of 
the publication to be issued by the merged organization. 

In addition, lVIr. Silver has served on the editorial committee of the Col
lectors Club Phil atelist since 1962. H e is a section editor of the American Air 
lVIail Catalog and a contributor to the Sanabria Air Post Catalog. 

Previous R ecognition 

Mr. Silver 's efforts on behalf of philately have been recognized on several 
previous occasions. H e received the RICHARD S. BOHN Memorial Award for 
distinguished services to Aerophilately and the lVIetropolitan Air Mail Cover 
Club Award for outsanding serives to Aerophilatcly. Last year , at the annual 
awards dinner, he was honored with the Collectors Club medal for distinguished 
service. 

Also, because of his philatelic activities, he presently has two biographical 
listings - Who 's Who in the East and the Dictionary of International Biog
raphy published in London, England. 

Schooling 

lVIr. Silver was born in Brooklyn, New York on July 18, 1910. H e holds a 
Bachelor's degree from the City College of New York where he majored in 
Spanish. In his undergraduate days, he was elected to Sigma Delta Pi, the 
national honor society in Spanish. H e also completed graduate studies in that 
field at Columbia University and the National University of Mexico. 

Subsequently, he enrolled in th e Baruch School of Business and Public 
Adminstration of the City College with a major in Accountancy. Whil e com
pleting all of the r equirements for the master's degree in business adminstration, 
he was elected to membership in Beta Alpha P si, the national honor and profes
sional fraternity in accounting. H e is a registered public accountant of the 
State of New York and a member of the American Accounting Association. 

Also, in his undergraduate days, lVIr. Silver took courses in the City Coll ege 
School of Engineering and qualified upon examination as a Junior Assistant 
Civil Engineer. 
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Outside of Philately 

Philip Silver has spent almost 46 years in government service. For 19 
years of th at service, he was th·e Chief Accountant responsible for all claims 
fil ed against the City of New York. Almost a year ago, Mr. Abraham D. Beame, 
Comptroller of the City of New York, appointed Mr. Silver Chief of the Bureau 
of Law and Adjustment, where he administers a staff of almost 200 employees. 
In that position, with major legal responsibilities, he is the first person to serve 
::is Bureau Chirf who is not an attorney. 

Conclusion 

Philip Silver becomes the 22nd honored recipient of the Alfred F. Lichten
stein Memorial A ward, joining a fellowship of some of the most distinguished 
philatelists in the world. H e started a collection for his son , ended up owning 
one of the foremost collections of United States air mail stamp ever assembled 
and contributed his ser vices to philately in the process. 
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THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 EAS'l' 35TH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 

F. Burton Sellers 

H. D. S. Haverbeck 

Norman S. Hubbard 

Albert H . Higgins . 

Class of 1973 

H erbert J. Bloch 

Jolm R. Boker , Jr. 

Albert H. Higgins 

Louis Grunin 

Bernard D. HaTmer 

Ernes t Wilkens 

John R. Boker, Jr. 

1972 Officers 

Governors 

Class of 1974 

Ezra D. Cole 

Ernest A . Kehr 

Robert A. Siegel 

F. Burton Sellers 

Philip Silver 

Ira Zweifach 

Trustees 
H. D. S. H a verbeek 

.... President 

.... V ice· President 

..... Secretary 

. ... Treasurer 

Class of 1975 

H. D. S. Haverbeek 

Norman S. Hubbard 

William H. Miller, Jr. 

Robert P. Odenweller 

John D. Dowd 

Lawrence L. Shenfield 

Philip Silver 
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