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19 3 Recipient Clarence W. Hennan, M .D. 

· Fig. l Clarence W. Hennan , M.D. 

Dr. Clarence W. H ennan of Ch icago, Illi
nois is selected for the 1953 Alfred F . Lich
tenstein 11!1 emo rial Medal Award by the 
unanimous vote of th e Board of Governors 
of the Collectors Club. This honor, which 
was created last year, is acco rded to a phi
latelist well known not only in his own coun
try but throughout the world. In the eyes of 
m any who cherish the welfare and future 
prosperity of philately, Dr. Hennan rightly 
joins the firs t two g reat patrons of philately 

associa ted with this honor, the late Alf red F. 
Lichtenstein in whose memory the Collectors 
Club created this award and Mr. Th eodore 
E . Steinway, the first recipient of th e Medal. 

Although Dr. H ennan is so " ·ell known to 
countless collectors, yet, few, if any, realize 
the scope of his work, his stature in his pro
fession and his cou ntless good deeds for phi
lately. Let the story of this great American 
philatelist be put upon the reco rd. 

Clarence /tf/ illiam H ennan was born on 
May 22 , 189-1- in Dosch 's Corner, Richland 
County, Wisconsin. In the most revered 
American tradition, his birth occurred in a 
log cabi n. His early youth was spent in the 
seat of his birth and he attend ed the local 
country school th ere. When ready for high 
school , his fam ily moved to Richland Center, 
Wisconsin , where he attended and graduated 
from the local High School. He then en
rolled in the Chicago Coll ege of Medicine 
and Surgery - Loyola University - from 
which he graduated as a Doctor of Medi
cine in 1917. From 1917 to 1918 he com
pleted hi s internship at the Francis E. Wil
la rd H ospi tal , Chicago, Illinois. 

Since embarking into the practice of medi
cine , " Doc" Herman has achieved a brilliant 
success. This is attested by the many high 
positions he either now holds or held pre
viously. He was the former Treasu rer and 
then Chief of Staff of th e Jackson Park 
Hospital, Chicago. He was the President 
and is now a Governor of th e Chicago Society 
of Industri al Medicine and Surgery. Besides 
he is Medical Consul tant of the U. S. R ai l
road Retirement Board, Chief Surgeon of 
several local Indus tri al plants and Medical 
Legal Expert for many insurance companies. 
He is a Fellow of the Indust ri al Medical 
Association , and a Member of the Chicago 
Medical Society, the Illinois Medical So
ciety and the American Medical Society. 
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Dr. Hennan is very civic-mind ed . H e is 
a Trustee of th e Chicago Historical Society 
and a member of the U nion League Club, 
Athletic Association and Medinah T emple of 
Chicago. 

"Doc" has always been our country's sec
ond larges t city's best amb assador of good 
wi ll to philately. There is many a philatelist 
w ho sought Dr. Henn an's med ical advice and 
se rvices . This was always given unselfishly, 
to say nothing of his great ability. 

"Doc" H enn an began collecting stamps 
about I903 . H e soon became fascinated w ith 
the life and ach ievements of Christopher 
Columbus and turned to collecting stamps 
from places conn ected wi th Columbus' life 
and voyages. This ea rly specialized interest 
has remained w ith him ever since. The 
American collections of Dr. C. W . H enn an 
are world fa mous today. There is not a 
prominent Intern ation al or National Phila
telic Exh ibit where portions of his Haiti, 
Dominican R epublic, Salvador, Costa Rica, 
G uatemala, H onduras, N icaragua, Argentina, 
Bolivia, C hile, Peru and Venezuela coll ec
tions are displayed either "ho rs concours" in 
the Court of Honor or, when entered in com
petition, garner top awa rds. 

Some of th e collections th a t he built but 
since has disposed of are also famous. In 
particular there is the Dom P edro I ssue of 
Brazil co llection w hich was kn own and hon
ored internationally. His Neth erla nds and 
Netherland s' Colonies coll ectio ns vH re ad
mired especially hi s ou tstandi ng pages w ith 
the plating of th e First Issue of Neth erland s. 
He bui lt an extensive specialized collection 
of Austria . He had lesser coll ections of Bul
gar ia and Montenegro plus a large U. S. 
Specimen E nvelope coll ection. And it might 
have been fo rgotten th at he was one of the 
first in this co untry to coll ect our Precan
cels. In fac t, he became so well versed in 
Precancels th at he superv ised and conducted 
the fi rst Precancel Auction Sale eve r held in 
the U nited States. 

Dr. H enn an has always shared his phila
telic kn owledge . H e has w ritten ar ticles 
w hich \\'ere published in th e COLLECTORS CLUB 
PH ILATE LI ST and sim il ar philatelic journ als 
on th e Dom P edro's of Braz il , Curacao, Do
minican R epublic st amps and postal hi story 
and the Fi rst I ssue of N ica ragua . His ex
tensive study of the "Stamps and Postal His-
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tory of H aiti " is being presently run in "The 
Am erican Phil atelist". And he has about 
completed a m anuscript on "The Plating of 
th e First I ssue of Netherlands". 

Dr. H enn an's philatelic associa tions are 
so vast th at it p_roves beyond all doubt his 
right to the name, a great philatelist. He 
st arted to become interested in organized phi
lately in I915 when th e late Mr. Charles 
Seve rn introduced him to hi s home town Chi
cago Phil a telic Society . H e soon became such 
a loyal and obliging member that he was 
elected Secretary and finally the President. 
In I925 in return for his un selfish se rvices, 
th e Chicago Phil atelic Society made him an 
H onor ary Member. H e was a founder and 
th en President of th e Collectors Club of Chi
cago. He has willingly and genero usly sup
ported other local C hicago stamp clubs by 
l:ecoming an ac tive member. H e encourages 
st amp collecting by donating awa rd s and 
gua ranteein g the success of local exhibitions. 

With our nati onal organizations, " D oc" 
Hennan has long been an important factor. 
H e has been a member for over 30 years of 
both the A . P. S. and th e S. P . A. H e had 
bee n a Director of The American Phil atelic 
Society, an d th en its President; now he is a 
Life Member of both th e A. P. S. and S. P.A. 
H e is a Trustee of th e Phil adelphi a Museum, 
and th e Past President of the Essay P roof 
Society . H e also se rved as President for 
the American Philatelic Congress. 

Dr. Hennan is active here at 22 East 35 th 
Street, New York , N. Y. He has been a 
member of th e Collectors Club since 1925 and 
a Trustee of the Phil ate lic Foundat ion since 
its inception in 19+6. He has exhibited of ten 
here , th e latest being a small portion of his 
Costa Rica coll ection in February of this 
year. 

Honorary l\1emberships f rom stamp socie
t ies all ove r th e wo rld have been acco rd ed 
him. These are th e Garfield-Perry of 
Cleveland, Ohio, Brazilian Phil ate lic Society, 
Societe Beige, H aiti, Dominican R epublic, 
and many European and South American 
Phil atelic Societies. The old wo rld 's lead
ing philatelic group, th e Royal Phila telic So
ciety, L ond on, Engla nd, had elected him a 
Fellow some yea rs back after he had been 
a member of th e Royal since abo ut I925. 
Presently Dr. H enn an is one of th e R oyal 's 
two representatives for th e United States. 
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Fig. 2 The face of the Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memori a l Medal. 

Obviously one of such standing mu st know 
a thing or two about phil ately so upon num
erous occasions, Dr. H ennan has se rved as 
a judge or Ch airm an of the Boa rd of Jud ges 
at many Na tional E xhibitions in this country. 
H e was a j u ro r at th e 1936 and 19+7 Inter
national Shows in th e U ni ted Sta tes, th e L on
don International of 1950, th e Canadi an Cen
tenary at T oronto in 195 1 and th e Belgi um 
Inte rn ational Exhibition. 

Dr. Clarence W . H enn an h as lived in 
C hicago for most of his life. H e mar ried 
K athl een Breen th e re in 19 15 and his son, 
Dr. Bill ie Breen H enn an, h as fo llowed his 
profess ion as a Docto r of M edicin e. 

This is th e man upon wh om now has bee n 
bes towed a medal " ·hich many hope w ill be
come and remain one of th e g rea t ph ilatelic 
honors for many yea rs. The Licht enstein 
M emo rial A wa rd w as created in th e name 
of a g reat Am erican phil atelist , a gentl eman 
success ful in his pro fession of chemi stry, and 
a remark ab le phil ateli st so recognized here 
and abroad. Anyo ne read ing of or kn ow in g 
th e exploits and devo tions of D r. H enn an to 
phil ately will concu r completely with this se
lection as th e second recipient of th e A,.,·a rd. 
T o those who kn ew and w orked w ith Alfred 

F . L ichtenstein it is obvious th a t men like 
Ste inw ay and H enn an are his type of philat
eli sts, th ose who give without ever thinking 
befo rehand what th ey will receive. 

SCHEDULED MEETINGS 

JULY and AUGUST, 1953 

SUMMER RECESS 

September 16-" United States 1 cent 
1851 "-Morr is Fortgang 
and Mortimer Neinken . 

(Contin ued fro m P age 167) 

du r ing many centu ries . Study all th is and 
more fo r roo year s and if you then neve r 
make a mist ake it is probably because you 
a re a t once so lea rn ed and so tim id th at 
yo u neve r da re exp ress any op inion wh at
soever. 

But if all we re to fo llow completely this 
advice, phil ately truly would sprout angels' 
w ings . 

H . M. G. 

1/0 T H E CO LLECTORS C LU B PHILAT ELIST, VOL . XJCXII , N O. 4 




