
A. F. LICHTENSTEIN MEMORIAL AWARD 
John J. Britt 1961 Recipient 

1'he Alf reel Ji'. Dichtenstein M em­
oriul Aw11rcl bega n in 1952 and in the 
relatively short period of ten years 
ha s estab lish ed itself as the out­
standing phi latelic award in America. 
Tt is given yearly to a philatelist, who 
in the opinion of the Board of Gov­
ernors of the Coll ectors Club, has 
performed ''distinguished service to 
philately. " As proof of the afore­
mentioned statement about the 
quality of this award, a recital of the 
names of ten first recipients will bear 
this out. They were as follows: 

1952 Theodore E. Steinway, New Yo1·k, N.Y. 
1953 Dr. Clarnnce W. Hcnnan , Chicago, 111. 
1954 Dr. Ca rroll Chase, Amherst, N. H. 
1955 August Dietz, Sr., R.ichmond, Va. 
1956 Sir John vVilson , London , England 
1957 Harr~· L. Lindq uist, Ne11· York, N. Y. 
1958 Winthrop S. Boggs, E. Orange, N. J. 
1959 Lt. Ge11. Corneli us W. Wickersham , 

Cedarhurst, N. Y. 
1960 J. R vV. Purves, Melbourn e, Australia 

The first three on the above list are deceased. 

At the January 1961 meeting of the Board of Governors of the Collector s 
Club here at 22 East 35 Street, New York City, by unanimous vote John J . Britt 
was selected the 1961 recipient. As in the past years it has been customary to 
have in this magazine a sketch of the career of the Lichtenstein Memorial Award 
winner in the same number when the announcement of this award is made. 
The following autobiographical details were supplied by John J. Britt and arc 
published substantiall y as written. (H. M. G.) 

When John J. Britt rediscovered philately in 1940, after his early childhood 
stamp collecting days, it literally opened up a whole new world of activity 
for him. From then on, philately became a way of life for him, and he 
evolved a philosophy of giving of himself, his talents and his money. A 
philatelic commitment to him was a sacred duty to be performed well and to try 
to have the results always to the credit of philately. In return for services 
rendered, philately lavished her affections on him and many were the honors 
and titles she bestowed. 

In 1946 when he was introduced to organized philately, he became a 
dedicated servant, devoting himself to the advancement of the best interests of 
philately wherever and whenever he was called upon to be of service. John J. 
Britt's reputation in philately is based upon these varied services which 
ranged from speaking at philatelic meetings, judging national stamp exhibitions, 
acting as master of ceremonies at banquets, in short - organizat ion work. 
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Whil e it is true tha t l1i s ma;jor areomplishments in philately were en­
actcJ fo r and on behalf of the Co ll cctol's Club of' New York, he also con­
tributed in many ways to other philatelic organizations. H e holds member­
ships in many national societies us well as 1rnmerous speeializetl groups and 
loeal clubs. H e is espeeia ll.r proud of his membership in lhe Collec tors Clnb, 
the Philatelic Foundation, the A ero Philatelist::;, the Association for S tmnp 
E xhibitions and of being a F ellow of the Royal Philatelic Society, London. 

Regardin g his stamp collecting activities, John J". Britt ran the usual 
gamut from world-wide general one-of-a-kind stamp collecting, to favorite 
countries and finally in 1946 he chose air mail stamps as his forte. H e coll ects 
th ese mint, used, on cover s and also includes the semi-offie ial air mails and 
r oekets. At the suggestion of his good friend, H enry Jiil. Goodkind, he began 
specializing in air mail Essays and Proofs in 1946 and this trcnJ has pre­
vailed until th e present tim e. This colleetion has been shown in competitive 
philateli c exhibitions and has won many top award ·. In International ex­
hibitions it was awarded a silver medal both at CIPEX 1947 and CAPEX 
1951. In national competition it r eceived various trophies, among which were 
Stampex 1949, American Philatelic Congress convention 1950, Essay Proof 
Society 1951, S. P. A. 1952 and Sepad 1954. The co ll ection has since been 
withdrawn from active competition, now being shown only on a non-com­
petitive basis. 

John J . Britt's participat ion in organized philatcl~· began in 1946, when 
the late Richard S. Bohn founded Aero Philatelists and sponsored him as its 
first president. This gave him his first oppor tunity to serve philately on a 
nationwide scale, and he began to build the membership of Aero Phil atelists 
which r eached its highest point in 1947, under his guidance. Mr. Britt held 
this office for six consecutive years and upon his relinquishing this post in 
1952, he was feted at the organization's annual banquet and presented with a 
handsome watch by th e membership which was inscribed , " To John J. Britt, 
President 19-1-6-1952, As a Token of Our Deep Affection and E steem. " After 
his r etirement as president, he has r emained as a member of th e Board of 
Directors and up to the present day is still a member of that body and takes 
an active interes t in all mat ters pertaining to Aero Phil ate lists. 

The yea r of 19-1:7 witnessed the staging of CIPEX, the Centenni al Inter­
natioal Philatelic Exhibition , held at the Grand Centra l P a lace in New York. 
This event proved to be a most interesting experience for John J. Britt, as 
he was elected to the Board of Directors of CIPEX and soon was busily en ­
gaged in directing seve ral different committees. H e was also put on the Board 
of Directors of the Association for Stamp Exhibition which sponsored CIPEX 
and he was given the task of supervising the Information Booth where he 
greeted the out-of-town visitors as well as those that came fro m abroad. His 
staff was responsible for the sa le of the official catalogs and the special ex­
hibition seals. 

When the l ational Philatelic Museum of Philadelphia opened its doors 
in 1948, Bernard Davis, its Director, invited John J . Britt to serve as a 
member of the Board of Trustees and to become the Museum 's First Vice­
President. He accepted both invitations, and from then on he always made 
the trip :from New York to Philadelphia to attend all of the Trustees ' meetings. 
H e also erved on the Board of Director s and as a Vice-President of the Essay 
Proof Society for several years . H e also headed committees for the American 
Philatelic Society and the Society Of Philatelic Am ericans in various capac­
ities. 

In 1953 John J . Britt was awarded the Sepad National Merit Award for 
outstanding philatelic achievement. Honorary l.Jife memberships were be­
stowed upon him by Aero Philatelist<; as well as its Chapter #fi, Phil adelphia, 
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of Aero Philatelists and the Bronx County Stamp Club. In 1959 he r eceived 
the COLLECTORS CLUB lVIEDAL for ''distinguished and devoted services'' to this 
club. 

One of lVIr. Britt's most interesting philatelic experiences was being asked 
to serve as one of the official observers for phi lately in the destruction of 
printing plates at the r equest of the government of Nicaragua. This took 
place at the plant of the Security Banknote Company in Philadelphia, at 
which time approximately 400 items of printing paraphernalia such as original 
dies, printing plates and transfer rolls relating to the so-cal led "Seebeck" 
issues were destroyed in the presence of an invited audience. On another 
occasion he performed the same duties on invitation of the government of Ghana, 
at which time he and lVIr. Goodkind r epresentr-d thr, CoJ!ectors (; !uh to witiwss 
th e destruction of the plates used in the production of th e " Black Star Line " 
issue of 1957. This was done at the E. A. ·wright Banknote Company's 
plant in Philadelphia, Pa. 

While John J. Britt is not considered an author, he did write several 
articles for the A ero Philat elists "News" ai1d "Annals," and in 1960 did a 
book review on " India Rockets " for the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELI8T. 

John J. Britt has always maintained his interest in the Association For 
Stamp Exhibitions and for sen•ra l years prior to the Fifth International 
Philatelic Exhibition , FIPEX of 1956, he took an active part in the planning 
for this great event. He was elected a member of the Executive Committee 
and served as the Vice-Chairman of FIPEX. As chairman of th e important 
Guarantee Fund Committee, he was successful in raising more money than 
was necessary to finance the exhibition. Besides these official capacities, he 
\Vas chairman of several other committees and once again as in CIPEX 194 7, 
he supervised the Information Booth at the Coliseum where the visitors from 
out-of-town and foreign countries could register and receive any assistance 
they required. 

However , 1947 was John J. Britt 's fateful year, for it was th en that he 
was elected a member of the Collectors Club Board of Governors. From that 
time on his enthusiasm for all matters pertaining to the Collectors Club has 
never waned and his record remains an impressive one. Several years there­
after he was elected Vice-President and then served the Club as its President 
for two terms in 1953 and 1954. Subsequently, he was elected a Trustee and 
still serves the club as a member of the Board of Governors and as a Trustee. 
Perhaps his greatest accomplishments on behalf of the Collectors Club might 
be attributed to his activities for the three following: (1 ) In 1952 he he lped 
in creating the Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award to honor th e memory 
of this benefactor of the Collectors Club and patron of philately. He has 
been chairman of this important memorial award committee since its inception. 
(2) In 1954 he inaugurated proceedings with the cooperation of th e law firm 
of Cadwa lad er , \Vickersham and Taft, designed to obtain tax exemption from 
real estate taxes by the City of New York on our clubhouse. After several 
years of legal mm~euvering 

0

in the highest courts of the State, the Coll ectors 
Club was ad judged an educational, literary and scientific institution and, 
therefore, not subject to New York City r eal estate taxes. 'l'his edict has saved 
the Club several thousands of dollars in taxes each year. (3) In 1957, shortly 
after the passing of Theodore E. Steinway, John J . Britt was instrumental in 
establishing the '1.'heodore E. Steinway M einorial Publications F nnd. Th e 
resolution creating this special fund as a t estimonial in memory of Th eodore E. 
Steinway, was for the avowed purpose of publishing orig·inal philatelic manu­
scripts of merit. Already eight handbooks have come off the press unJer the 

(Continued on Page 104) 
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Flowers and Botanical Subjects on S tamps, Topical Handbook No . 30, by Shielcy 
C. Tucker and Claude \Veber . Edited by Sidney R. Esten. American 
Topical Association, Milwaukee, Wis. Courtesy of the publisher . 

So war es wirklich! Anthentischer J(omm entar znr erst en Z eJ>pelinpusl nnd 
ihren Falsclrnng en by Wolfgang Ha cker. Kurt Dahmann Verlag, Berlin , 
Germany. Gift of l\fr. H enry M. Goodkind. (German ) 

Th e John M. T aylo r Collection. Auction Catalogues and Priecs Realized. 
Bound Volume. Gift of Mr. Irwin H eiman. 

Franc e and Colonies Philatelic Society JYewslettei- (Greal Bri!llin), Vol. V, No. 3-
Vol. X, No. 5. 1 issues. Gift of l\Ir. Nathan H als. 

Stanley Gibbons "Two R eigns" Postage Stam p Catalou11e 1961. Stanley 
Clibbons Ltd. , London, England. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Speciale Catalogus van de Postzegels van N ederland en Ouerzeese Ri jksdelen 
1961 . ederlandsche Vereeniging van P ostzegelh andelaren, 's-Gravenhage, 
Neth erl ands. Gift of Mr. J ohannes de Kruyf. 

D . S. Bolaffi's Roman Sta t es and Vatican City Postage , lamp S pecialized 
Catalogue 1961. Philatelic Publishin g Co., Torino, Ita ly. Co urtesy of 
the publisher. 

Annual R eport of the Board of R egents of the Sm·ilhsonian fnsl i lnl ion 1959. 
United States Government Printing Office, ·washin gton, D. C. Gift oE 
the publisher. 

Map of the Domestic Air Mail Trans7Jortation System. Publicat ion of the United 
States Post Office Department. Gift of Mr. Frnnklin R. Bruns, Jr . 

Ce qnq'est la, Philatelie by Roger North. lVIaison Arthur Manry, Paris, Franee. 
(lift of Mr. Horace E. Jones. (French ) 

Die Briefnwrken 'l'On Las B ela by H ans von Rudolphi . H ef't I der Schriften­
r eihe eues H andbuch der Briefmarkenkunde, Frankfurt am Main, Ger­
many. Courtesy of Dr. Kar l Th . Meyer. (German ) 

The Bureau Specialist, Vol. 31, 1960. Bound Volume. Gift of Mr. George 
R. M. Ewing. 

Stamford Postal H istory by vV. r.. Rtitt Dibdcn and fr Tcbbntt. Publica tion of 
The Postal History Society, Bath , Somerset, U. K . Courtesy of ?lfajor A. E. 
Hopkins. 

Postmaster Robert Mon·is of N. 1'. beinu lei/ en fo r lhe period Jnne 11, 1847 lo 
F ebniary 28, 1848 . Extracted with a commentary by Winthrop S. Boggs. 
Published by The Collectors Club, New York, N. Y. 

(J. J. BRITT Continued from Page 99) 
auspices of this fund, and the Coll ectors Club and American philately in general 
have gained in stature and presti ge, as a consequence. 

In conclusion, the philatelic career of John J. Britt, might very well be 
summed up by quoting from an article appearing in the March 1960, COLLECTORS 

CL B PHILATELIST, by John R. Boker, Jr. , Chairman of the Awards Commit tee, 
on the occasion of John J. Britt being awarded th e Collectors Club Meda l fo r 
1959; quote, " On behalf of the Board of Governors, th e Awards Comm it tee is 
pleased to announce that the Collectors Club Medal for dist in guished serviee to 
the Club has been voted to John J. Britt for his years of unselfish devotion in 
his many capacities as President , Member of tl1 e Board of Governors, Chairman 
of the Alfred F. Li chtenstein Memorial Award Committee and 'rheoclorc E . 
Steinway Memorial Publications Committee, fund raiser , contributor an] many 
other duties, all freely given for the welfare of the Collectors Club. It is a 
r ecord of dedicated service, seldom equalled and certainl y never surpassed by 
any member in this club 's lon g si:-..-ty-four year , history.'' 
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