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Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial A ward 

John R. Bol{er~ Jr. 

1967 Recipient 
8 in cc its establishm ent in 1962, 

fifteen pl'Ominent philatelists from the 
United States, Great Britain, Canada , 
Australia, and South America have 
received the Alfred F. Lichtenstein 
Memorial A1('(trd for ' ' distinguished 
senices to philately. " If one travels 
abroad, he will learn that in world 
phi latelic circles, th is award ranks as 
the highest one given in America. 

At its Januar~r , 1967 meeting, 
the Boanl of C:overnors of the Col­
lectors Club ag-ain, as has been an 
annual custom , had the nam es of sev­
era I desen ·ing philatelists subrn itte<l 
as candidntes for the Alfred F . Licht­
enstein Memorial A1oard. Th e unnn­
imous selection for 1967 was Mr. 
John R. Boker, Jr . of Scarsclalr, 
New York. 

A Distinguished Philatelist 

Thel'e is probably no philatelist 
in Amerira brtter known and morr 
respected overseas for his profoun(l 

phil atelic knowlrdg·e th:rn Ml'. Bokp1·. 'I'his has ]){'en attrstecl to four tirnrs 
sin ce 1960. 

In 1964, he w;1s accm·ded what is consid r l'P(l th e g1·eatest honor in int"r1·­
national philately, when he \\'as r lerted b.v th e Philatelic Congress of C: rear 
Britain to sign th e Roll of Disti ngu ish rd Phi la tr I ists (see t he COLLECTORS cu m 
PHILATELIST November, l 966, pages 337-3.J.2 ) . In that year, lVIr. Boker travel led 
to Bournemouth, ];jnglm1d to sign his nam e upon the Roll of Distinguished 
Philatelists. 

Because of his stand ing in intrrnational philatelic circles, lVIr. Boker was 
chosen to be Chairman of thr Board of 111ternational Judges by vote of th e 
entire Sl PEX jury in Washington, D. C. in May, 1966. Befor e this, he had been 
selected as the Vice Chairman of the Internationa l Jury in 1965 at WIPA (Vienna , 
Austria ) and also in 1960 at the London International Stamp Show. 

Now, his own country recognizes his " d isti nguishetl servicrs to philatel.v" 
with the Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award. The medal will be presente<l 
to him at the annual Awards Dinner of the Coll ectors Cluh, schrcluled to take 
place in New York City on May 10, 1967. 
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John TL Bokc1·, .fr. has sened phi latel.1· i11 nrnn~· Cilpacities, fa1· too many to 
enum erate them all \\·ithin these space limit<ltions. Because of his profound 
phil;1teli c kno\\·lcdgc, he has been frequent ! ~· ea li ed upon to judge nt international , 
national , r egional and local stamp shO\rs. 

Ow1· mo1·e than 25 :·ears, 1\'fr. Boker has exh ibited and iron ;l\ra!'ds at inter­
national philatelic exhibitions. At CAPEX, 'l'ol'onto, Canada in 19Gl and aga in in 
Lond on 1960, he \\·as inYitecl to exhibit " lio1·s eoncoul's " in t he Court of H onor. 

Tn 1965, he ll"as asked to exhibit and speak before th e Ro.val Philatelic 
Soc i c t~·, London on selections fl'Orn his eollrction of Un ited States PriYate Posts. 
Not onl~· 11·ns Mr. Boker on e of the frll" Americans p ri1·il cged to speak before this 
august phil at eli c group , but for his outstanding prrscntation, hr was awarded 
t he Royal Philatelic Soc ie t~"s 'l'illeanl Jf edal for the best paper read at all of the 
19G.) meetin gs. Furthcrmor r , lie is a l•'rllo11· of tl1r Ro.1·a l Philatelic Society, 
London. 

Often an exhibitor and lcc tn1·r r M thr Collrclol's Club he1·c in Nc1r York, 
::\Ir. Boker sen ecl as the club 's 111·rsid r nt i11 ] 963 ;11Hl J 96.J. . He has been a 
member of the Board of C:O\«' l'n o1·s for nrn11~· ~·ra 1 ·s , and for nhont a :·e:.ir scn ·ed 
;1s on e of the club 's three trustel' S. 

The Philatelic Foundation also has hrncfitrcl from 1\fr. Boker 's senicrs, 
;1s ;1 longtim e rn em bc1· of th e Bo;1 I'd or 'l'rnstres ;tnd a member of its Exp\' l't 
Committee until a fc1r ~·r;n·s ago. ?\011" , h<' is ;1 eo11sultant to this bod~- . 

Speaker and Writer 

Outsid e of on e 's s111all i11ti111all' circl r, a phil a telist ma~· both speak abou t 
his inte1·csts to an audi r ncC' ;1 1HI ll'l'itc nrti clcs . ~.ltm.1· clo neither ; some speak bu t 
<lo not \\'rite, whil e a few 11Titr hut do no puhli c speaking. 

As a philaklie publi c speaker, this ll'l'ite l' can think of no one 1rho can com e 
el osc to 1\ lr. Boker. Ile b1·ings to his andie11 cc not 0111~· an unusual store of 
philateli c knowledge, but a lso an exeeption11l J:· fin e command ol' the English 
language. There is no oth er p hil ;1telist, ll'ho eorn es to mind, ll'ith th e gift of 
s11eaking equal to th e on e Mr. Bokc1· possesses. 

}ll·. Boke1·, upon occasion , hns 11Tittrn some \'el'>' fin e nrticlcs for the coi.-
1,ECTORS CLU B Pl-111 ,ATEI ,JS' I' ( ;1 l though not lrn 11' as man~· as th e cdito1· \\·oukl hm·c 
l ikrcl ) . His " B r rgedm·f .. ;1rtielr in 19;)2 1rns Yotccl one of the best in this maga­
zin e fo r th11t >·N11'. His 19G2 artie le on " Hale & Co., Boston, Mass. An Indc­
p rndent }Jail Sc1·1·iec " \\'HS not eligiblC' for selection fo1· th e c. c. P . Me(l:il, bcrnusc 
-;\ Ir . Bokr 1· tlwn 1rns C'lrnirnrnn of th e A1rnnls Committee, that selected t he 
11·inn p1·s for 1962. 

A Stamp Collector a nd Philatelist 

John R Boker, Jr. is both an nn1cnt coll ector oE stamps ns 1rrll as a 
phil11tclist , \\·ho studies and kno11·s his materia l. .As n ~ 'outh , he inh erited his 
keen inte rest in stamps from h is fath er , 11·ho nlso lrnd col lected. "Fathr1· " 
Boker guided and assisted his son . In 1926 at th e 2nd Intcniational Philatelic 
Exhibition hckl in Ne11· York Cit>-, ,John R Boke1·, Jr. trnces th e beginning of 
his intrnsc inter est in philatel~· . F'l'Om then on , all sta111ps and co1·crs seemed 
to haw faseinatcd him - the moclcrn less than the ear l>' classics. Although 
t o<la~-, those 1rho do not kno\\' him 1rrll, 11·ou lc1 ratr Ml'. Boker ns an old -school 
J)hilatrli st interested onl:r in classic issues, th c.1· ha1·c forgott en t hat on e of his 
pr ime inter ests is United States precancels. H e built nn outstanding coll ection 
in this fi eld , Ne\\' York State p1·ecaneels. Years ago, he \\·ns Yc1-.1· acti.Ye in th e 
P1·rean ccl f:lo ci et~ · . 

1\Iention any stamp to Mr. Boke1· ; then, li st en to him hold forth. H e knoll's 
th em 1111 from th r ea1·ly l -. S. Pri1·a tc Posts t101rn to the 20th centur.1·. In U.S. , 

81 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 46, NO. 2 

he has an excellent knowledge of early covers, Grills, 1876 Special Printings, 
20th century coil and coil-waste stamps, a complex group to identify and under­
stand. You name it - America, South America, Asia or Africa; he knows. 
His knowledge of early German and Italian States is vast. But one should 
not overlook 20th century Germany- in fact, all of Europe. 

An event about five years ago is recalled because it evidences the great 
philatelic talents of Mr. Boker. General C. W . Wickersham had been scheduled 
to exhibit and lecture on hi '' 19th Century Colombia and States.'' He had 
been taken ill at the last moment and asked his friend, John Boker, to substitute 
for him. Mr. Boker did. It is no exaggeration to say that no one in the 
audience expected much from Mr. Boker; all never associated him with the 
stamps of early Colombia. What a display of philatelic knowledge was in store 
for the Collectors Club audience that night! The range and depth of his knowl­
edge of this complex Latin American country was truly astounding. 

His Life Story 

John Robert Boker, Jr. was born in New York, N. Y. January 29, 1913. As 
a young boy he spent his summers at the Jersey Shore where his activities were 
tennis, swimming and reading. He took an early interest in foreign languages, 
which he believes was helped by his interest in stamps. He speaks German 
fluently and can converse and read several other foreign languages. After four­
teen, he spent part of his summers, for several years, in Europe. 

He graduated from the Browning School in ew York in 1929 and received 
his B. A. degree from Yale University in 1933, Phi Beta Kappa. 

Shortly after graduating from Yale, he joined H. Boker & Co. Inc. which had 
been established in New York City in 1837 as importers of hardware. In 1948 
he became the president of this firm. It remained in business until two years ago, 
as importers and manufacturers of cutlery. 

In 1958 he became interested in the mutual fund field, and is vice-president 
and director of the Nelson Fund, an open-end mutual fund specializing in 
European securities and special domestic situations. Also Mr. Boker is vice­
president and director of Growth Capital Foundation, a company specializing in 
special listed domestic securities. 

In 1941 he entered the U. S. Army as a private; he served first in the in­
fantry and later in intelligence in the European theater until his discharge as 
a Captain in 1945. H e was promoted to Major in the re erve, from which he 
resigned at the end of the Korean War. During his service, he was awarded 
several Battle Stars and a Bronze Star Medal. 

Outside Of Philately 

On November 7, 1948 he married. John and Polly Boker have two daugh­
ters born in 1954 and 1955. 

In addition to philately, Mr. Boker collects model soldiers (those produced 
as toys). He owns a collection of books by "some popular but second-rate" 
authors of the 19th and early 20th century, and others in foreign languages. H e 
also keeps up his swimming, bowling and golf; he likes to watch baseball, J ai 
Alai, and trotting races. 

In addition to his philatelic affiliations, he belongs to the Yale Club (NY ) , 
New York Athletic Club, Winged Foot Golf Club, Merchants Club (NY ), Scars­
dale Golf Club, N. Y. , Society of Credit and Financial Management, and Eliza­
bethan Club, New Haven, Conn. 

Conclusion 

John Robert Boker, Jr. now becomes the 16th prominent philatelist to have 

(Continued on l'age 121) 
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The follm,·ill g is <J list of the <Jj)pl' rHliees in onlPl' to shm,· the rnst amount 
or information presented: King George V Simple C.'·pher ·w atermark Y<Jrieties; 
··Specim en '' Owrprints; P (' rl'ornto rs; ld c11tifiea tio11 of the Plates ; Post Office 
Book Ids ol' Stamps; Adn•r·t is l' 111 e11t Pa1H's; Pholog rann·e Booklet Panes " ·it·h 
C,\· limlc1· N11mbers; a rHl Cy lind(•t· .\lumlH•rs, Co ntrnl s <11Hl P er fo rn t ion 'l'n)('s. A 
com ·ersion table of sterling into Ca nadian and C. N. dollars as \\·ell as a small 
1Jihliog1·aph,\· are included . 

l\Lost specialists in this fiPlL1 \\·oul(l probahl.'· likP to S('<' a chap ter on postal 
111 arki11gs and the use of sollle or thes<' stmnps alH"O<Hl. l: nl'ortunatcl:·, this 
book b,Ypasses this phasP of collect ing. Despite this omission, this reYie\\·cr 
recommends th is book as "·ell as its co mpanion , Volume I on th e stamps of Queen 
Vi cto1·ia ; he commends the publish(11· on a job' ' \\'ell-do ne." ( Richard S. Wilson ) 

CLUBHOUSE ( Co 11 ti11u ed /rum Pagf' 11 5) 

Jfr:s Ho e D . Ehr(} 1t/J (} ru 
lfc11ry J I . (ioodki 11 rl 
ll arrison D . S. lfal'c r/J cck 
Yorma n S. Ilnbbanl 
Jlal colm G. O'R eill !J 
Stcrnlcy R. Ri'c< 

'l'l1l' J>rl'sident e);p1·esse( l his personal and offir ial thanks lo .lfr. Solomo11 
~lll111am1, \\'ho is i·etir in g fro111 the Boar d of Uowrnol's a nd 1n·csr11trll him with 
a Cer tificate of Appreciation for his man~- rn.luabil' St'LTict•s \\'hil e scn·ing on 
th e Board of Governors. 

l\1 echn g recessed while (:(n·p1 ·11 ors l"Ct ircd to r!Pc t offite1·s ror J 967. 
l\l cetin g· recom ·ened and the President an nou nce([ t hr rkction of the follo\\·· 

rn g officers fo1· the y<>ar of 1967 : 

President . . . . . . . . H c1·bert P. ·w ood\rnrd 
Vice Presi<lent . .. ......... Philip Sihcr 
S ecretary . .. ............. 1". B . Sell ers 
Treasurer .. . ............ Howa1·d B . Lee 

i\lceting adjoul'l1ed at 9 :-+5 p.m. 

LICHTENSTEIN AW ARD ( Continued from Page 82) 

been honored \\·ith the r eceipt of the co,·eted Alfred P. Lichtenstein Memorial 
A1l'Ctrd. The fifteen p1·eyious rer ipients lrn 1·c been : 
" 1952 Th eodore E . Steinway, New York, N . Y. 
''' 1953 Dr. Cl a rence W . Henn an, Chicago, Ill . 
'' 1954 D r. C a rroll Cha se, Amh erst , N . H . 
''' 1955 August D ietz, Sr., Rich mo nd , V a. 

1956 Sir J o hn Wilso n , L o ndon , En g la nd 
1957 H arry L . L indquist , New York , N . Y . 
1958 W inthrop S . Boggs, E . Ora nge , N . J . 
1959 Lt . Gen . C . W . Wicke rsham, Cedarh u rs t , 

N . Y. 

*Deceased 

1960 J . R . W . Purves, Me lb o urne , Au s t ra li a 
1961 J ohn J . B ri tt , N e w York, N . Y . 
1962 Mrs . L o ui se B . D a le, Red B a nk , N . J. 
1963 H enry M. Goodk ind, New York , N .Y . 
1964 V incent G . G reene , T oro nto, C anad a 
1965 Alvaro B o nill a L ara, S a nt iago, C hile 
1966 H . D . S. H a verbeck, Bernardsville , N. J. 

In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, The Collectors 
Club, 22 East 35 Street, N ew York, N. Y. 10016. 
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