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Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial A ward 

Herbert J. Bloch 
1968 Recipient 

Pre-Philatelic Career 

011c of the world's greatest phi
l;1 tcl ic students, H erbert J . Bloch of 
N e\\· York, N. Y., was the unanimous 
choice of the Collectors Club 's Board 
ol' ( lon'rnors for the 1968 Alfred F. 
Lichte11 stein M emorial A icard "for 
distinguished senices to philately" 
;it its J anuar.'-, 1968 meeting. 

Each year, the selection of th e 
r ecipient of this coYeted award be
g ins ear l:· in December, when the 
Chairman of this A\rnrd Committee 
rails a mrcting of a 11 the Am erican 
prcYions mrnrd recipients to suggest 
the- names of philatelists, \rho in 
their opinion arc worthy of this great 
honor. At the December meeting of 
the Board of Gm·ernors, l'lhrnys held 
at the end of the month , those nam es 
nominated by the preYious r ecipients 
arc presented to th e Board of Oov
erno1·s fo1· their consid rra tion , and 
to be Yotrd upon at the :following 
regular board meeting in January. 

H erbert J. Bloch was born in Buehl (Baden ), Germany on NO\·em bcr 21, 
1907. H e r ccei,·ed his primary education locally and th en \\'as admitted to the 
well-knO\rn, H eidelberg CniYe1·sit:-, for his higher education. H e graduated as 
a specialist in Jaw. In Gcrnian,v, it \\·as the custom for a potential la\\'yer to 
sene for three years in courts , \Yi th district att01·ne,vs and as secreta ri es to judges 
before taking the bar examination that is conducted b.'' the national go,·ernment . 
Mr. Bloch had just comp leted his three :·ears and \\·as read." for his bar examina
tion, wh en he \\'as prC\'ented from doing this b:· th e regulations of the Hit ler 
r egim e. In l 933, he was dismissed from the lega l profession. Then, he found 
employm ent with a family-operated business in his hom ctO\rn . 

Finding it intolerable to live in Germany under the Nazis, H erbert J-. 
Bloch emigrated to th e United States in 1936. Landing in New York, it \\·as 
npparent to him that a German-trained lawyer could not practice here, so he 
turned to ph il ately, becoming a professional ph il atelist . H e haJ been collect
i11g stamps since a bo;v of seven . Soon he made a livelihood as a stamp dealer, 
working for various New York City dealers, mostly on helping with the prepara
t ion of collections for auction sales. 

In 1943, l\Lr. Bloch went ,,·ith the international auctioneers, H . R. H armer, 

109 



THE COLLECT ORS CLUB PHILATELIST. VOL. 47, NO. 2 

Inc. of Ne"· York, and was put in charge of the philatelic division, that pre
parc<l materia l for forthcoming auction sales and made appraisals. H e did this 
work for fifteen years, working on some of the greatest stamp collections. Two 
famous collections, " ·hose auction sale catalogues were mostly the work of Herbert 
J. Bloch , were the President Franklin D . Roosevelt and the Alfred Caspary 
coll ect ions. The entire catalogues of all the Caspary sales later were bound 
together in one handbook that no'" rank as an outstanding piece of philatelic 
lit erature and useful reference " ·ork. 

Expert Committee W ork 

Jn 1948, the late Otto Friedl and the late Edwin l\Iueller, partners in the 
l\fot·cmy Stamp Co. of Nm,· York decided to form an expert committee. Soon, 
lhcy hcga n consulting with l\1r. Bloch. Finding his knowledge so helpful, he 
" ·as requested to join the Friedl Expert Committee, which he did. Today he 
is th e sole suniving· member. 

H is philatelic expertize has gained for H erbert J . Bloch an international 
r<'pntation. Many philatelists, both amateur and professional, here and over
sras consider his knowledge as about the fol'emost in the " ·orld today. H e is 
a freqncnt consultant to the expert committees of the Philatelic Foundation, 
New York and the Royal Philatelic Society, London. Besides, many indiYiduals 
and stamp firm s seek his opinions. 

In 1958, he joined the Mercury Stamp Co. as a partner and has continued 
" ·ith this " ·ell-known New York auction house up to the present time. 

Philatelic S ervices 

l\fr. Bloch has been a member of many philatelic societies in the United 
States. Also, he has taken an actin! interest in some. Ile joined the Collectors 
Clu]J in 1937, " ·as elected a Gowrnor in 196G and has just been re-elected to a 
second 3-:vear term. From 1965 to 1967, he handled and planned the club's 
i·cgulat· meetings as the Program Co-Cha irman . In this capacity, he had ar
l'anged to bring to the meetings some exceptionall~· fin e displays by philatelists 
from a 11 OYer the country. He is a Life Member of the Philatelic Foundation. 

Exhibitions And Judge 

Another philatelic :icti,·it.r to " ·hi ch l\lr. Bloch has gi,·en much free spare
time help is philatelic exhibitions and stamp sho,,·s. He has been a director 
of the Association of Stamp Exhibitions for tweh·e years. For many more 
~· cars, he has sene<l as a judge of local, regional and national sho\YS. Because 
of J1is profound philatelic knowledge, he " ·as made Exhibits co-chail'man for 
the international FIPEX in New York in 1956. This work entailed the sci·een
ing of the applications to exhibit. 

Jn 1961, he performed his first senice as a judge of international philatelic 
exhibitions. H e " ·as i1wited to be on the jur,v of the international air post 
exhibition in The Hague, Holl and, Curiosa, and " ·as elected to be the jury 's 
chairman b:v the other jurors. This " ·::is repeated the follmYing year at the 
l.iuposta in \Vest Berlin . Jn 1966, he " ·as an international judge at SIPEX 
in Washington , D .C. 

Also A Stamp Collector 

Although Herbert J. Bloch is the first professional chosen to be a recipient 
of the Alfred Ji'. Lichtenstein Memorial Award, he has never lost his great 
" loYe" for stamps. H e has formed an outstanding collection of the early 
C1el'll1an State of Baden and has spoken about it and displayed portions of it 
at the club's meetings. 
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The Collectors Club Medal for the best program presented during the year 
commenced in 1957. The winner of the first medal was Mr. Bloch for his 
lecture and display of ''Surcharges and Overprints. '' Over the years, he has 
been a frcqent speaker at the r egular meetings, also a panelist on symposiums 
and expert nights. 

Because of his intense inter est in expert committee work, he began assem
bling a R ef erence Collection when he first beg·an working for H . R. H armer 
Inc. in 1943. Since th en, it has grown to many, many volumes so that today it 
ranks as probabl~r the fin est reference collection in private hands. This col
lrction proYides the eYidencc for Mr. Bloch's great philatelic r eputation. The 
111ater ial coyers the whole world from the earlv classic issues to some of the 
most difficult 20th century stamps. The rema~'kable part of this tremendous 
JH·irntc reference collection is its aYail ability. Hardly a day passes that some
one dors not drop into the office of the Mercur~· Stamp Co. to ask Mr. Bloch 's 
;issistance with some philatelic problem. 'l'o our knowledge, no one ever has 
been r efused. It is truly remarkable to sec how a busy philatelic professional, like 
JV[r. Bloch, allO\\'S himself to be interrupted b~r a coll ector or dealer with a 
probl em. 

F'uthermore, many a friend of Mr. Bloch 's has receiYed excellent philatelic 
advice from him. H e ha s suggested to man~' , interesti ng fields to collect, as well 
as what material to seek and what to forego. I would ca ll him not only a 
great philatelic expert, but also :i ,,·01H.lerful philatelic adviser, for \Yhi ch he ha s 
neYer charged a cent. 
Family Life 

Mr. Bloch manicd in Cermanv and came..here with his wife. Three child
ren were born to them in th is cot-intry. After a long illness, Mrs. Bloch died 
in 1966. His children arc grown now and have just completed their higher 
education. Each of his two daughters and his son were brilliant students, 
having earned a Phi Beta Kappa key. His son, P eter, was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa in his junior ~rear at the ~nivcrsity of Rochester, one of six in his class 
to ga in this high scholastic honor. 

In concluding, one knO\ring H erbert J. Bloch ncYer thinks of him as prof
fessional, interested only in the commercial side of philately. Actually he is : 
co llector at heart. H e truly love stamps; he will constantly talk about them, 
and philately undoubtedly is the most important factor in his li fe. His pro
found philatelic knowledge is outstanding, but, in my opinion, his willingness 
:rnd pleasure in sharing t his knowledge with others is even more r emarkable. 
Ile becomes the 17th honored recipient of this award. The previous ones were: 
''' 1952 Th eodore E . Steinway, New York, N . Y. 
'''1953 Dr. Cl are nce W . H ennan, Chicago, Il l. 
''' 1954 Dr. Car r o ll Ch ase, A m h erst, N. H. 
''' 1955 Au gust D ie tz, Sr., R ic h mond, Va. 

1956 Sir J o hn W ilson , L o n do n, En g la nd 
1957 H arry L . Lindquist, N e w York, N . Y. 
1958 Winthrop S. Boggs, E . Ora n ge, N . J . 

''' 1959 G ~ n. C. W. W ickers h am, Cedarhurst , N.Y. 

Roll of Disting uished Philatelis ts, Also 

1960 J. R . W . Pu rves, Me lb o u rne, Au s t ra lia 
1961 J oh n J . B ritt, New Y ork, N. Y . 

'' 1962 Mrs. L o u ise B . Dale, Red B a nk , N . J . 
1963 Hen ry M. G oodki nd, New York, N . Y . 
1964 V incent G . Green e, T oronto, C a nad a 
1965 Alvaro B o nill a L ara , Sa nti ago, Ch ile 
1966 H . D . S. H a verbe ck, Ber n ardsville, N . J . 
1967 J oh n R . Boker, J r., Scarsdale, N. Y . 

F'or the first time, the highest philatelic honor in both the u nited States 
and Gt'cat Britain has been accorded to the same philatelist. A pprnximatel~ · one 
month after his election as th e 1968 r ecipient of The Alfred F . Lichtenstein 
Memorial Award Mr. H erbert J . Bloch receiYCd a letter from the Hon. SecretarT 
of the Board of Elections of the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain that h.c 
had been elected to be a Signer of '/.'he Roll of Distinguished Philatelists (see th r 
COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIS'r Vol. 45, No. 6). ( II . M. G.) 

*Deceased 
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