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LUNDY ISLAND: THE EARLY YEARS

Purpose: This exhibit shows the development of
Lundy Island from pirate haunt to a privately owned
sanctuary which, after conflict with the British Post
Office, set up its own postal service to the mainland.

History: Lundy is in the Bristol Channel 12 miles off
the Devon coast. It was held by private owners with
allegiance only to the Crown. For 700 years the
inhabitants were free from taxes. Even police asked
permission to set foot on Lundy. In 1863 a company
was formed to quarry granite but the quality was not
satisfactory and the company folded. In 1884 tele-
graphic communication was extended from the Post-
al Telegraph Office at Hartland to a new Signal Sta-
tion established by Lloyds. Lundy was the worst
shipping hazard in the British Isles. In 1892, at the
request of the Committee of Lloyds, a sub post office
was established in the cable hut, the end of the tele-
graphic cable connecting Lundy with the mainland.

Changes in cancelling devices and mail handling
practices are noted along with telegraph forms, reg-
istry receipts and post cards, all of which advance
the story. The first sub postmaster was F. Allday.
He was an ex-Royal Navy pensioner and held the
post until 1926. Mail carrying contracts between Lun-
dy and the mainland were let and carried as follows:

Captain W. Dark  cutter Gannet prior to 1914
Captain Beer s.s. Devonia 1914 - 1918
Mr. A. L. Christie  s.s. Devonia 1918 - 1921
Captain F. Dark MV Lerina 1921 - 1925
Mr. M. C. Harman MV Lerina 1925 - 1928

Mr. Harman bought Lundy in 1925 from the Heaven
family, who for several decades called it “The King-
dom of Heaven." Replacements for Mr. Allday left
Lundy in 1927. No suitable replacement was found.
The mail-carrying contract expired. The Postmaster
General refused to pay the increase requested by
Mr. Harman. Mr. Harman dismissed the British
Post Office from the island as of January 1, 1928.

Mr. Harman provided two locking mailbags and ex-
changed them with the sub postmaster at Instow
each time he made a trip between Lundy and the
mainland. From January 1, 1928 until November 1,
1929 he carried all mails free of charge other than
British postage. On November 1, 1929 he issued
stamps to defray the costs of carrying mail. The unit
of currency was the puffin. In years past, puffin
feathers were a source of income. 12 birds yielded
1 Ib. of feathers and a system of barter had evolved
around the puffin. For Lundy stamps, 1 puffin equals
1 pence.
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Seven Years War (1756-1763) smuggled letter, London
to Bordeaux, France. July 1, 1757 with endorsement:

“a Lundye Isle a I’'entrée de la Baye de Bristol, par le
corsaire le Duc de Cornouaille.”
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Privately carried from London to Lundy, a long time pi-
rate haunt. It sailed aboard the privateer, The Duke of
Comwall, which landed at Ostend, Belgium .The OS-
TENDE receiving mark shows it entered the mail there
and was taken to Bordeaux, 16 decimes due.

Mentions confiscated cargo off the coast of Spain and
instructs to communicate through “Mr. Thomas Lecholier
at Sam's coffeehouse change alley a Londres”.

Second earliest piece of Lundy postal history & the
most historically significant Lundy item in existence.

PLAN OF EXHIBIT

Forerunners F1P1-13

First Issues F1P14-F2P12

Tramticket Airmail Issue F2P13-F3 P12

Large Map Airmail Issue F3 P13 -F4 P12

Small Format Airmail Issues |F4 P13 - F7 P8

10th Anniversary and New |F7 P9 - F8 P10

Engraved Issues

Red Cross Overprint Issue: |F8 P11 -F9 P4

Off Island - No Transport

V & Plane Overprint Issues: |F9 P5-F10 P16
Printings - Off Island
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LUNDY GRANITE COMPANY, LIMITED STOCK CERTIFICATE

The attempt to quarry rock from Lundy caused the population to temporarily jump to as high as 300.
The quality of the granite was not high enough to sustain commercial exploitation.

IN 20,000 SHARES OF £5 EACH.
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Lundy Island was and remains the greatest navigation hazard in the British Isles, with three lighthouses.
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July 15, 1884 Notice of Establishment of Lundy Island Telegraph Service
75% Reduction

PC3Y DFFICE ResiE (IR(ULAR.

TUESDAY, JULY 15, 1884.
No. 429,

“Telegraphic communication has been extended form the Postal Telegraph Office at Hartland to a new
Signal Station established by Lloyds on Lundy Island, and Telegrams can be sent to the Island from any Office
in the United Kingdom at the ordinary rate of charge for inland messages.

The fee charged by Lloyds for reporting vessels from Lundy Island is 3s. 6d. if the message or report
does not exceed twenty words, additional words being charged for at the rate of 6d. for five words or fraction
of five words. When a message is sent to the Signal Station requesting that the passing of a vessel may be
reported, the sender must prepay the charge for a reply as well the fee for reporting. These charges must
be brought to account by means of stamps on the message forms.”

Lloyds Signal Stations.

The Committee of Lloyds give notico that they do riot allow their signalmen to signal Télegraph
messages to passing ships unless the sender has made a previous arrangement with them. Auy person tendering
a8 message which 18 to be signalled to a ship should be informed aceordingly, and roferred to the Committee
in London. The message must not, howevs:-, be refused.

The notico in the * Post Office Cirdular " of the 13th May last should be amended as follows :—

Lundy Island.

Telegraphic communication has Been extended from the Postal Telegraph Office at Hartland fo a new
Signal Station established by Lloyds on Lundy Island, and Telegrams can be seut to the Island from any Office
in the United Kingdom at the ordinary rate of charge for inland mes v

The fee charged by Lloyds fgr reporling vessels from Lundy %slnnd is 3s. 6d. if the message or report
does not excoed twenty words, additional words being; charged for at the rate of 6d. for five words or fraction
of five words. When a message is sent to the Signal Sfation requesting that the passing of & vassel may be
réported, the sender must prepay the cliarge for a reply as well as the fee for reporting. These charges must
be broujght to account hy meaus of stamps cu the nessage forrus,

Original Circular Mounted on Reverse for Inspection

Success of the Signal Station led to the establishment of a Sub Post Office on Lundy in 1892




G I RY ‘ INCOMING REGISTERED LETTER RECEIPTS & TELEGRAMS

No. Po_ &)  the  dayof 18_»

Received a REGISTERED LETTER add.rcssed to ! g
Captain Dark picked up his

DATE" SI‘A\II‘ E 7 '/ pn mail and the Heaven
I Y e f family’s, owners of Lundy,
3 7 prior to the opening of a
sub office on Lundy.
20 AUG 77, MR 22 80

Postmastc:*'s'Signutm-e ; 3 Fewer than 5 are known.
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. No. PO 7,5 ;é the _ day of " The Coast Guard handled

{ Received a REQISTERED L;.‘.TTER addressed 4ol telegrams starting in 1912.

) A. Blackwell was local
j DAIE STAMP \ g &3 area resident, spent much
/ i time on Lundy and wrote
histories of the area.

Fewer than 5 Coast
Guard markings known:
the only duplicate
telegram.
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WRECK OF THE BATTLESHIP H.M.S. MONTAGU, MAY 30, 1906, LUNDY ISLAND

All hands were rescued but the battleship was a total loss. The crew sent telegrams from Lundy.

POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS.

If the Receiver of an Inland Telegram doubts its sccuracy, he may ‘have it repeated on payment of hal the ]

iuaceuracy, the amount paid for repetitidg will be refunded. Special 1 of Foreign Tel
Charges
fo pay
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,B,~This Form must accompany any inquiry mede respecting this Telegram,

By June 6" this postcard

had already been printed,

purchased and mailed.
#H LS. Tr(onl‘a.gg.‘;gg Real photo by Phillipse..
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HEAVEN FAMILY ABANDON CLAIMS TO THE WRECK — SALVAGE iS VERY DIFFICULT

POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. Mo’

5 l""""ﬂ"""' ok If the accuracy of an Inland Telegram be doubted, the telegram will be repeated on payment of half the amount
or it lranqmmmu, any fraction of 1d. less (hm 1d. being reckoued as ld ; and if it be found that there was any inaccuracy,
T

.Ilennm{nt paid for repetition will be ded. Special ions are applicable to the repetition of Foreign Telegrams.
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The tourists who sent this postcard noted the arrival of a gunboat and

a destroyer (to aid in the salvage). Bad weather delayed the posting

of the card for a week. Cables were run to the shore, as many times

ships could not come alongside for salvage. The battleship became a £
major tourist attraction for years. -




FORERUNNERS
Damaged Lundy Cancel Ab — Breaks Above “Y” of LUNDY

POST CARD

This Space may be used for Correspondence THE ESS ONLY TO v Downey heads Die A available
BEINKITIENHENE from June 22, 1911 — January 1,

1912. Half penny domestic
postcard and one penny foreign
postcard rate. The second card is
the last recorded date that
Captain W. Dark was contracted
to carry Lundy mail.

No instow cancel on first, circular
Instow cancel on second.

A.St. Clalre. South Benflect, Hssex — Printed In Germany.
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One penny domestic letter rate
from Hudson Heaven with 1912
shaded lion version.
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