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1. Geneva and Switzerland in 1849 

 

2. The Process Towards Unification 

 

3. Conclusion 
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On a territory 
equal to 7,8 % 
of France… 

1849 
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More than 400 customs 
offices between cantons 

460 different currencies 
(800 incl. abroad) 17 independent 

postal administrations 

Railroad almost non-
existent (14 miles) 

Sending a letter from 
Geneva to Basle is faster 

through France than via the 
domestic route 

From Geneva, a letter to 
Grisons costs more than to 

Istambul 

Numerous different Weights 
and Measures systems 

… a feudal postal and monetary 
organization 
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The Constitution of 1848 
initiates a federal state 
and the unification of: 
 
Posts 

 

Currency 
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The new federal government 
chooses the French money standard 
put in place in Geneva since 1839. 

Switzerland can’t really afford 
to set up an original monetary 
system. 
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1849 
 

1 Fr. of Geneva (1 Fr. of France)  =  70 Swiss Rappen 

Goal 
 

1 Fr. of France  =  100 Swiss Rappen (1 Sw. franc) 
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Cantonal 

Posts 
Transitional Period 

Federal 

Post 

Until 30 

Sep. 1849  

1st Oct. 

1849 

1st Jan. 

1850 

1st Oct. 

1850 

1st Jan. 

1851 

1st Oct. 

1851 

25th 

Dec. 

1851 

1st Jan. 

1852 

Geneva Currency 

Swiss Units of 

Account 

Cantonal Currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

Canton 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

2nd rayon 

3rd rayon 

4th rayon 

Mail 

France 

Distant 

Border 

Zone 
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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4c 
Sender 

5c 
addressee 
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Geneva – Rheineck (SG) via Bern and Zurich    Double weight    1 ½ postage 
 
3 Kr. due to the Post of Geneva, 12 Kr. until Bern, 18 / 23 Kr. until Zurich, 
7 Kr. due to St-Gall, total 30 Kr. due from the addressee payable in local 
currency which can be converted in the Batz of St-Gall. 
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Distance: less than 200 miles… within the same country 
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Discount price compared to 
the 15 Rp. due in the other 

Swiss border zones 

The postage of 35c 
remains for 10 years 
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1st day of the transition period. The 
local rate of 7c lasts 21 days before 
resuming to 4c 

7c to a town within 
the canton of 

Geneva 
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4c again for a duration of 3 months 
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The 4 Swiss Rayons in 1849 
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Basle, 
4th rayon 

Locle, 
3rd rayon 

Ste-Croix, 2nd rayon 
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Conversion aux 5 centimes supérieurs ou inférieurs 
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2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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Back to 5c 
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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Yverdon, 2nd rayon 

Zurich, 
4th rayon 

Coppet, 1st rayon 

Chaux-de-Fonds,  
3rd rayon 
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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Introduction des timbres fédéraux 
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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12 May 1850: Delivery to Geneva of 20.000 federal stamps POSTE 
LOCALE from the head of Posts, Bern 
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The day after: back to sender for Geneva already uses its own federal stamp. 
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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5 Rp. 
= 

5 c GE 

10 Rp. 
= 

15 c GE 
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10 Rp. 
= 

15 c GE 

2 x 5 Rp. 
= 

10 c GE 

When 5 + 5  ≠  10 
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20 Rp. 
= 

30 c GE 

15 Rp. 
= 

25 c GE 
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10 Rp. 
= 

15 c GE 

Genève – Zillis (GR)    Single postage 
 
Insufficient franking (zu wenig): 
1 stamp of 10 Rp instead of 2  =  15c GE instead of 30 
Postman converts into 4 kreuzer = 6 Blutzger of the Grisons. 
The addressee finally pays the equivalent in local currency of Zillis. 
 
Total: 5 currencies 
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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15 Rp. 
= 

20 c GE 
Belley, Ain, border department  
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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15 Rp. 
= 

22 c GE 

5 Rp. 
= 

7 c GE 
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5 Rp. = 7 c GE 
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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2 ½ Rp. 
= 

5 c GE 
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2 ½ Rp. 
= 

5 c GE 
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Geneva Issue Bern Issue 
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For printed matter mass sendings 

2 ½ Rp. = 2 ½ c GE 
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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5 Rp. 
= 

8 c GE 

15 Rp. 
= 

24 c GE 
 

(over-
franking) 
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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4 Kreuzer (last day of use) 
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Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 



© J. Voruz / Collectors Club New York / 2015 



© J. Voruz / Collectors Club New York / 2015 

  

Cantonal Posts Transitional Period Federal Post 

  1st Oct. 49 1st Jan. 50 1st Oct. 50 1st Jan. 51 1st Oct. 51 
25th Dec. 

51 
1st Jan. 52 

Geneva Currency 1 Fr. GE =   70 Rp. 

Conversion 

to the 

closest 

cent 

Conversion 

to the 

upper / lower 

5cents 

Introduction 

of Federal 

Stamps 

Adaptation 

exchange value 

of the 5Rp. 

Federal stamp 

New 

Federal 

Currency 

in the 

1st rayon 

Federal 

Stamp-

less 

Period 

1 Fr. GE 

= 

1 Fr. France 

= 

1 Fr. Switzerland 

Swiss Units of Account 
1 £ 100 Rp. 

  

2 Kreuzer 

= 

 

= 

 1.43 Fr. GE 
  

 5 Rappen 

Cantonal Currencies 460 different currencies 

Mail 

Geneva 

City 

5c Franked: 4c 

Franked: 4c 

(as of 22nd Oct.) 

2½ Rp. = 5c 
2½ Rp. = 2½c 

(Printed Matter) 
  5c 

Canton 7c 

Mail 

Switzer-

land 

1st rayon 

Nyon, Rolle 15c 

  

Lausanne, Fribourg 25c 

  

Neuchatel, Bern 30-40c 

  

Zurich, Basle 50c 

(2Kr.) 5Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 5c I   (5c) 5 Rp. = 7c 5 Rp. = 8c   10c 

2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         

Mail 

France 

Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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5 Swiss c, 
1st rayon 

10 Swiss c,  
2nd rayon 
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15 Swiss c, 
3rd rayon 
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2nd rayon (4Kr.) 10Rp. = 14c 10 Rp. = 15c II   (15c)         

3rd rayon (6Kr.) 15Rp. = 21c 15 Rp. = 25c II + I + I   (25c) II + I   (22c) II + I   (23c)   15c 

4th rayon (8Kr.) 20Rp. = 28c 20 Rp. = 30c II + II   (30c)         
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Distant (10Kr.) 25 Rp. = 35c             35c 

Border Zone (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 15c   (6Kr.) 15 Rp. = 20c       25c 
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Les Rousses, Jura, 
border department 
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1. Geneva and Switzerland in 1849 

 

2. The Process Towards Unification 

 

3. Conclusion 
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Consequence for the next 3 years: 
 
All the stamps used in Geneva remain in force to 
their face values for any destination in Switzerland 
and abroad, including cantonal stamps! 

1852 

The whole of Switzerland is now in line with 
the Genevan standard. 



© J. Voruz / Collectors Club New York / 2015 

1852 - 1854 
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The «Post of Geneva» 
finally became the 

«Swiss Postal District I» 

1852 

Less independent, Genevans remain some rebellious, 
using local particularities (frankings and postmarks) 

until the advent of GPU / UPU 



© J. Voruz / Collectors Club New York / 2015 

THANK YOU 


