
ARTISTS' DRAWINGS, ESSAYS AND PROOFS AND ASSOCIATED MATERIAL OF 
THE 1948 DO' AR IVRI AND DMEI DO' AR ISSUE OF ISRAEL AND THEIR USE 

This exhibit traces the DEVELOPMENT of the designs for Israel's first postage stamps. 
When these stamps were designed, the name of the new country and its currency had not been 
decided. Three artists were asked to submit designs but only the identity of two have been 
determined. In late 1947, Otto Wallish submitted designs showing symbols of the Jewish 
settlement of Palestine and inscribed in Hebrew YEHUDA. These designs were not accepted, 
and in late March, April 1948, he submitted a series showing ancient Jewish coins from the time 
of the Macabee Revolution (167-160 BC) From the 15 mil value, a silver shekel, showing a ritual 
cup (later in the 20 mil definitive stamp), a block of four was made in black, then blue and red 

Next, the coin designs of the Yehuda Essays were redrawn with the inscription changed 
to ERETZ ISRAEL in Hebrew and Arabic and the figure 15 changed to 5. The Shamir Brothers 
also submitted two designs, one represented by a large photoessay and a previously unknown 
stamp size photoessay with symbols of agriculture, industry and protection. Wallish's coin 
design was accepted and was produced in 4 types and 7 colors. In addition, they exist imperf, 
perf 10.8, and pinperf. 

On May 2, 1948, the designs of 7 stamps, 3 mil-250 mil, all using different coin designs 
were selected. The stamps were simply inscribed Do'ar Ivri in Hebrew at the top, meaning 
Hebrew Post, and the same in Arabic, at the bottom. The value is expressed in numerals only. 
Descriptive tabs were attached to the stamps at the bottom row of the printing plate in order to 
render the ancient coin description into modern Hebrew. The designs for the 500 and 1000 mil 
were chosen several days later. Printing began May 4, 1948, and the first issue went on sale on 
May 16, 1948 as Independence, declared May 15 was a Saturday. 

Frame 1 : Y ehuda series of Otto W allish' s Drawings and Essays 

Frame 2: Eretz Israel Essays-Shamir Brothers and Otto Wallish's Drawing. 

Frame 3: Eretz Israel Essays continued; Do'ar Ivri Drawings 

Frame 4: Photoessays; Black Proofs 

Frame 5: Black Proofs; high values; Broadway Cigarette Color Proofs 

Frame 6: Final Color Proofs; tab Proofs 

Frame 7: High value Color Trials and Proofs; F.D.C Proofs; IMABA exhibit Printings 

Frame 8: Drawing for First Day Covers; Minister Sheet Essay and final examples 1and2 

Frame 9: Dmei Do'ar Drawings and Color Proofs, Proofs; Usage and F.D.C. Essay 

Frame 10: Postal Usage 

(C) certificate; (S) signed; (1) number recorded in literature , certificates, or personal knowledge 



1948 Yehuda Essay 

Shield of David and Olive Branch 
Only one known. 

Ex Otte Wallish Archive • Original Artwork 
Two photo essays the size of a stamp are recorded. 

Inscription "O. Wallish" added later. 
c 



1948 Yehuda Essay 

Trowel and Bayonet 
Only one known 

Ex Otte Wallish Archive-Original Artwork 
Inscription "O. Wallish" added later 



1948 Yehuda Essay 

Water Tower 
Only one known 

Ex Otte Wallish Archive-Original Artwork 
Two photoessays, size of a stamp, exist from these original designs 

Inscription "O. Wallish" added later 



The Yehuda Photo E.5says Designed by Otte Wallish 
Some of the first essays submitted to the Jewish National Council, late 194 7. 
Only 2 complete sets recorded. 

Shield of David 
and Olive Branch 

Trowel and Bayonet 

25 

I 
111111, 

Water Tower 

Coin set submitted end of March-April 1948. Four sets recorded 

Menorah Anchor Ritual Cup 
c 



Yehuda Essays-Starting Essay to Make Imperf orate Blocks of Four 
Submitted March 21, 1948. Very thick white glazed paper-ungurnmed 

Four prints from a photo of a single essay were arranged in a 
block of four. Earliest form· on thick white glazed paper, produced a few days later. 

Perforated examples exist in black, carmine, and blue (3recorded) 
Printed weeks or months later 



Y ehuda Essay and Die Proof Strike 

Thin Whitish Paper 

Not the usual white glazed paper-Previously unknown 
Very inten,se black color smeared in places due to relatively poor paper quality 

Probably led Wallish deciding to make another printing on superior white glazed paper (Per Tsachor) S 



Yehuda E ay and Die Proof Strike 

7 recorded 
Ex: Muentz 

... 

Four recorded 
Final Stage- No larger unit recorded C 



Yehuda Essay and Die Proof Strike Arranged Tete-Beebe 

• 

...l 

On April 1, 1948, designers were asked for their immediate proposals. 
Otte Wallish selected an ancient Hebrew coin design showing a ritual!::up. 

Typegraphed Ungummed Paper. State Name Not Chosen. 
11iree Recorded 

(Silver Shekel from second year of First Jewish War of Llberation, 67-70 AD.) 



Yehuda Essay Presentation Sheet Proof 

s • .c .19As,-n·wn 'J 11H il"J 

W',1 .It : D'ID1n 

Cream colored paper 



Y ehuda Presentation Sheets 

s.<4 . 19~s.-n·wn ·:::i 1111 il'J 

W')l .11 : n•w1n 

Presentation sheets in black, blue and red prepared somewhat later 
Black on white glazed paper 

It is believed that 100 sheets of each color printed given to high officials 
Hebrew Inscription: Designer 0 . Wallish 

April 5, 1948 



Yehuda Pre entation heet 

Color Proof 

s .4 1948 - n·wn 'J 11H ;i·:i 

ID'71 .II : O'ID1n 

Blue Presentation Sheet on Cream Colored Light Card, ungummed 
. Only example known at present 

Presentation Sheets in light blue, orange red, and chocolate brown (The Mosden examples) but without an 
inscription are forgeries. 

This block is a brighter shade of blue than the normal blue on thin yellow paper. It' s size is slightly larger 
than the issued sheet and under high magnification (8x) the following differences are noted: 

a. the Hebrew Font has a very sharp dark margin rather than a fuzzy edge 
b. The semicolons are very sharp and diamond shaped rather than tear drops. 

c 



Yehuda Presentation Sheets 

5 . .C.1948.-n·wn 'J 11M il"J s • .c.19.cs.-n·wn 'J i11t il"J 

w•71 .N :o•w1n 

Dark Blue-Unlisted 
Thin yellow paper identical to that used for first printing of Doar lvri 

5 • .4 .19"8.- n·wn 'J 11N il"J 

w•71 N :n•w1n 
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Y ehuda Essay Vignette for First Day Cover 
Only one known 

Ex Otte Wallish Archive-Original Artwork 
Signed: 0. Wallish 



Yehuda Essay for First Day Cover 

/f'J )J) 111' 

Original Art Work 
Note Vignette dated April 5, 1948 

S • .If . 1 .-,1 ~ 1-'Vl'l ·!L. .,+,.. ;,:, 

"''", ." ; •'"'"'"' 

Pencil measurement 153 x 90-mm, the exact size of officially issued F .D. C. 
Signed by designer Otto Wallish in English 



Yehuda Essay for Proposed Minister Sheet ____ _ 

Hand drawn sketch of David's Tower k?'f ~ ~ ..J 
and 3 proposed stamp designs. 

Signed: Otte Wallish 
Only one recorded. 



Eretz Israel Essay 

Original Drawing submitted in competition by Shamir Brothers 
Name ofERETZ ISRAEL drawn in because the name of the State had not yet been decided 

Signed by the designer with a later personal note of certification 
c 



Eretz Israel Essay 
Personal Note of Certification 



Eretz Israel Essay 

Previously Unknown Photoessay 

Symbolic Features: 
Ear of Com-Agriculture 

.Cogwheel-Industry 

Reverse 

Two Tablets-Religion or The Jewish State 

-... 

Mounted on Cardboard with "SHAMIR" in capital English Letters scrawled on reverse-See Above 
Found in Hesky collection, Supervisor for the printing oflsrael's frrst stamps 

• 



Eretz Israel Essays 

OTIE W ALLISH 

PHOTO ESSAYS NEVER EXHIBITED 

RIGHT: NOT EVEN ILLUSTRATED PREVIOUSLY 

Unaccepted designs submitted to the "Vaad Ha'Lumi" 
Left: Menorah and Olive Branch on thick white glazed paper 

c 

Right: Large Menorah-Collage hand drawn in black and white on added glued piece on same white glazed paper 
ONLY DESCRIBED AS EXISTING in Bale Specialized Catalogue of Israel Stamps 



Depicting Final Design of the Coin for the issued 5mil Do'ar Ivri-Hand drawn 
Not the Coin used for the Eretz Israel Essays. Signed: Otto Wallish---Unique 



Coin Design ofYehuda.Fssay Redrawn 

Inscription changed to Eretz Israel in Hebrew and Arabic. 
Figure "15" replaced by "5". 

Ex Otte Wallish. 



Eretz I rael E say 
Coin De ign for 25mil alue-hand dra\\n 

igned: Otto Walli h 



Eretz Israel Essays 

Final Bromide 

Enlarged Photoessays which allow checking for minute details 
Marked by the designer " l 7mm" (actual size printed stamps 16 % mm) 
Used for the production of the Printing Plate for the bottom blocks of 4 

in the double sheetlet with the narrow spacing 
Ex: Otte Wallish Archive~ c 



Eretz Israel Essay 

Type 1 

Only One recorded to date in this format---with color margin 
Plate descnptlon: Dots, Dash, Shading under Cup-Type 1 

Pinperf, Yellowish gummed paper 

Pin perf 
No lines 

c 

Pin perforated, sheetlet of four with four penciled dividing lines 
Discovery copy 1997-two recorded 

Thick white gummed paper 

c 
Left stamp-Shading with Dots-Typel Right stamp-Shading with lines -Type 2 

Lithographed 
Size 16.5 X20.5mm Yellow ungummed paper 

Printer's cutting mark in bottom of gutter-Discovery copy-2000. Two recorded 



Eretz Israel Es ay 

Type 1 

c 

Yehuda Essay Redrawn 
Plate description: Dots- Shading under Cup. Inscription changed to: "Eretz Israel" in Hebrew and Arabic 

Figure "15" replaced by "5". Gummed paper. Sheet margins trimmed 

Type2 

Plate description: Lines---Shading under Cup. Thin white gummed paper 
Both Type 1 and Type 2 printed by Lewin -Epstein, in photolithography, size 16.5mm X 20.75mm in 

shades of blue, yellow and red 
Note wider margins on lower blocks 



Eretz Israel Essay 

Type II 

Very Thick Gummed Paper 

Dark Sky Blue 

" ,; ·e:.o . i 1111 
•• tiiiliil 

Upper pane from sheetlet of two-Wide spacing 
Shading: Lines 

Photolithography 
16.5 x 20.75 mm 

Blue dividing lines on all sides 

Type III 

Scratches on Front Surface 
Plate description: Lines-bar under cup 

Letterpress. Size 17 % X 22mm 
Sheetlets of four: imperf orate, pin perf, perforate 

Gummed paper 



Eretz Israel F.ssay 

fypella 

Pinperf. Size: 16.5 X 20.75mm. 
Plate description: lines - bar under cup. 

Printer: Haretz Newspaper Co. and Government Press. Printing: letterpress. 
Ex Abraham Eylon - Director, Government Printing Press. 

rypem 
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Perforated 10.8. 
Size: 17.75 X 22mm. 



Eretz Israel Essay 

Type ill 
Imperforate Sheetlets with Wide Margins 

Printer: HaAretz Newspaper Company and Government Press 
Gummed Paper 



Eretz Israel Essay 

Type II a 

c 



Eretz Israel Essay 

Type Ila 
Pinperf 

Signed: 0. Wallish Thin White Paper, gummed 

. 

II • ~_)1 
•, ''"''"3' -. ~~ 

. ~ 

. . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . '. . . . .. .... ........ , ......... . . 

Soft Gummed Paper 
Gum washed off 

. . 
p 

Yehuda Essay redrawn Plate description; Lines-Bar under cup 
Inscription changed to "Eretz Israel" in Hebrew and Arabic 

Figure 15 replaced by 5 Size 16 Y1 by 20 % mm. 
Printing process: Letter Press in double sheetlets 

Sheetlets of four with wide margins-Imperf, Perf 10.8, Pinperf 
In six color: green, dark green, red, claret, blue, and ultramarine C 



Eretz Israel Essay 

Type II a 
Perforation Varieties 

Thin White Paper used for June Printing 
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Double Vertical Perf 
c 

Quadruple Vertical Perf in Center 

. . 

.. ............... 

.............. 

......... , .. ~ 

Triple Vertical Perf 

Major Shift to left 



Eretz Israel Essay 

Type~ 

Size of sheetlets: 75mm x 87-90mm 
Lateral margins: 19.5-20.Smm 

Ex: Hesky 



Eretz Y'J.Srael &say 

Typem 

Yehuda~yRedrawn 
Plate description: Lines--bar under cup. 

Letterpress. Size: 17 3/ 4 X 22rnm. 
Sheetlets of four: imperforate, pin perf, perforate. 

Gummed paper. 
Green, dark gree~? red, claret, blue and ultramarine. 



Eretz Israel Essay 
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Type III 

Perf 10.8 
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c 



Eretz Israel essays - Two Sizes - Uncut 

' 

fypeIII. 
Space 

between 
stamps is 
3.75mm. 

fypeIIa 
Vertical space 

is 2.5mrn. 
Horitzontal 

space is 
2.75mm. I 

Also recorded in claret, green and ultramarine. 
(One example recorded of each) 

Type ill: 17.75 X 22mm. 
Type Ila: 16.5 X 20.75mrn. 

c 



Eretz Israel essays-Two sizes-Uncut 

Type III 

Type Ila 

c 



Eretz Israel essays-Two sizes-Uncut 

Type III 

Type Ila 

5 Recorded Examples in Blue 



Eretz YISI'ael &say 
Type Ila - Mock-Up for First Day Cover 

Essays Pin Perf. 
"Cancelled" by hand-painted postmark and slogan: 

"First Day of the Hebrew Post". 
Chinese White around stars. Probably by Otte Wallish. 

Only one recorded 



Eretz Y-J.Srael F.ssayfor First Day Cover 

Proposed colors for various values 
Stamp design not accepted 

Original drawing 
Signed: Otte Wallish 

//J 

--~" 



ERETZ ISRAEL ESSAY FOR FIRST DAY COVER 

I 

Note date on cachet: 16-5-1948 
No design in center of stamp 

Signed: Otte Wallish 

l 



Eretz YISrael ~y for First Day Cover 

( 

15 i Y') '"'' 

7UJ 7-µ 7 ~ 7 x 7 

Original artwork 
Signed: Otte Wallish 

/ 



' 

Eretz Israel Essay 
Proposed Minister Sheet · . I 

Designed for 3 values with common Olive Branch Theme 'I /l • .. LL , 



e.0.1c 
Original Otte Wallish Drawing 

Black ink on cream paper. 
Inscription "0. Wallish" in Hebrew done later. 

A similar drawing with appropriate coins exists for each low value. 



Proposed Colors 

Working Page from Designer Otto Wallish 

1 

0 

o{ 

Proposed Colors (in Hebrew or German) opposite the figures of seven values-3mil to 250mil 
Figure "2" encircled on top of list of denominations-unknown significance----Unique 

c 



Doar lvri Final Color Proof 

Motifs Colors, Inscriptions and Color Proofs. Ex: O.Wallish 

penc1 on no e paper 
One of the most important Doar Ivri Proofs-Unique 

The six accepted colors for the low values (and one rejected 5mil dark violet blue) are represented by seven 
different Imperforate color trials on gummed paper printed from the 5mil plate except for the l 5mil. 

c 



Doar Ivri Essay 

Unaccepted design and value 
Original artwork 

Only one recorded to date. 
Signed: Otte Wallish ... 



Doar lvri Issue-Photo Essay 

10 mil accepted design, approximately ten times size of issued stamp 
Plate 2 

Ex: 0 Wallish 



Doar Ivri Issue-Proofs with Black Frame 

c 

White Glazed paper, Uncleared Plate I 



Do'ar lvri Issue-Without Black Frame 

A 

s 
Plate Number on left ! 

s 

Some proof sheets were printed without plate numbers Glossy white ungummed paper 



Doar Ivri I ue--Proof Without Black Frame 

Glazed white paper, ungurnmed 
Plate 1-clear impressions 

s 



Doar Ivri Issue-Proof with Black Frame 

Ungummed white glazed paper 
Only one sheet of this value with black frame 



Doar lvri Issue--Proofs Without Black Frame 

Ex: Hesky 



Doar lvri Issue--Proofs Without Black Frame 
Glazed white paper- ungummed 

Similar prints were later made from the plates of all the other values 

A 

s 

Ex: Hesky 



-
Doar lvri Issue--Proofs Without Black Frame 

Ex: Hesky 



Doar lvri Photo Essays 

* 

Pale Cream Glossy Paper 

* 

White glossy paper 

Pale Cream Glossy Paper 

Second reduction-approximately 2 Y2 times size of issued stamp 
Smil and 20 mil adopted designs from artist's drawings 

Ex 0 W allish * Ex Hesky 

Very white shiny paper 

* 

• Sig 



Doar lvri Issue--Proofs Without Black Frame 

"Tab blocks" of four on white glossy paper 
50 mil albino inverted print of Plate I triangle on bottom of margin

1 

t 
Sig 



Doar lvri Issue--Proofs Without Black Frame 

j\lbino inverted print of Plate 1 triangle on bottom margin twice 
Ex: Hesky 



Doar lvri Issue Photoessay 

Block of 4 of the lOm adopted design 
Photoessay.from the artist's drawing 

During process of preparing printing plate for plate 2 
Size 13 Yi x 15 cm 

On glossy paper 
c 



Doar Ivri Issue Photo F.ssay 

Block of four of the Sm adopted design. 
Photo essay from the artist's drawing. 

Approximately 2 1/ 2 times size of issued stamp. 
On matte paper. 

Ex 0. Wallish. 



Do'ar lvri Issue-Photoessay 

20 Mil accepted design, approximately 6x size of issued stamp 
Redrawn design for Plate 2, with thicker Arabic inscription 

Figure of value cut out . 
Ex: 0. Wallish Archives 



Doar lvri Issue--Photo Essay 

5 mil accepted design, approximately six times size of issued stamp 
Redrawn design for Plate 2, with figure value cut out . Thicker Arabic 

Ex: 0. Wallish 

Sig 



Plate Proof 

White Coated Paper without Tabs - Fine Print 
Mounted on card inscribed in Hebrew: "First Black Printing." 

Dated May 8, 1948. 
Plate variety "CHAIN" - Position 77 

Printed to secure confirmation from Minhelet Ha'am 
and to check Plate. 

Ex: Otte Wallish 

A 



Plate Proof On Newsprint- Without Tabs - Course Print 
Mounted on card inscribed in Hebrew: "First Printing". 

Plate variety "CHAIN" - Position 77 - Ungummed 
Ex Otte Wallish 



Original Artwork'for '500 Mil 

Only one recorded to date. 
Ex: Otte Wallish 

.J 
z 
J 



Essay 

Final Design and Color of the 250 mil Denomination 

Approximately 1.5 x issued size 

Printed on white glazed paper used for the proofs of this issue 
Frame and coins printed in green 

Background and part of the coins hand painted in green 
Lettering and denomination hand painted in white 
Artwork is typical for the designer Otto W allish 

Only Example known at the Present Time. 

c 



Do'ar lvri Is ue-Photo Proof: 

Enlarged approximateiy 2 '.12 x issue ize 
Guidelines on all four sides for centering in preparation of printing plates 

s 

White glossy paper 



Doar lvri Issue--Proofs Without Black Frame 

Without plate number 

Ex: Hesky 



Doar Ivri Issue--Proofs Without Black Frame 

Ex: Hesky 



Pr~ofs Without Black Frame 

Without plate number 

ExHesky 



Proofs 



Brush Proof Plate 2 

A 

., 

- Gt 

On chalky paper 
Date of printing top right comer 7 October 48 

Date of issue April 1949 



Proof 

White Glazed Paper 
With Wide Margins 

On May 2, 1948, designs of 3m to 250m were selected. 500m and 1 OOOm done later 
Otte Wallish prepared large scale drawing of Sm in black and white 

Large drawing photographically reduced 
Black plate proofs used to check for minor flaws 

Have been divided and now exist as pairs and blocks of 4 except as in present exhibit 
. 7 are signed on back by Hoexter 

All signed by designer 0. Wallish 
S,C 



Do'ar lvri Is ue---Proofs Without Black Frame 

s 

S,C 

Plate 2 

Plate 2 issue has sharp well defined image 
White glossy ungummed paper 

c 

S,C 



Complete proof sheet 
Only recorded example 50mil Plate 2 

s 



\\ instone Orange Doar lvri Color Trial of 3 mil alue
Broadwa. beet 

igned: Walli h 

Original color proof of the Doar Ivri set on Broadway ·Cigarette 

paper. Handwritten remarks of Mr.Otte Wallish, the designer of the 

stamps in the margin. 

For security reasons, the color proofs were 
first run on Broadway Cigarette paper. 
These exist in several shades as well 

as the final colors. Handwritten remarks 
of the designer, Otte Wallisl;l, 

are in the margin. 



Mander Primrose Chrome Yellow (Light Shade) for 3 Mil Value-"Broadway Sheet" 

. I ......... _ 

,,· 
.#-

~ .. 



Emerald Green Doar Ivri Color Trial of 5 Mil Value - ''Broadway Sheef' 

., I 
Using Broadway Cigarette Label for security reasons. 

Designer's notes and signature: "Otte Wallish". 
Some sheets not signed. All sheets are rouletted vertically 

between the 4th and 5th vertical row. 
Only two complete sets recorded. 

These exist in several shades as well as the final colors. 



Magenta Doar Ivri Color Trial of 10 mil Value 
"Broadway Sheef' 

Signed: Wallish 

Original color proof of the Doar Ivri set on Broadway Cigarette paper 



Red Doar Ivri Color Trial of 15 mil Value 

"Broadway Sheet" 
Signeci w allish 



Winston Oriental Blue Colored Trial for 20 Mil Value-"Broadway Sheet" 

Issued color for 20 Mil Value 
Signed: Wallish 



Blue Color Trial of 20 Mil Value-"Broadway Sheet" 

Vertical pair apparently separated from the fourth vertical row that has the experimental vertical rouletting 
on each lateral side. 

Name of color unknown as remainder of sheet has not been seen 



Plate No. Designs and Proof 

Pencil Sketch of Three Plate Numbers with Denominations 

- ,, ~7 

Presumed month of issue marked beneath, all on front of white envelope 

A -A 

Proof Impression of Plate Number "l" in black on the ungummed white glazed paper used for plate proofs 
Unique-from Otto Wallish's files 

c 



Do ar Ivri I ue-Photo E ay 

v/1 

Photo Essays with Guidelines on all Four Sides 
Mounted on Card marked "V-1949" and "VI-1949" below three specimens indicating planned printing dates 

Hand drawn Plate Numbers "2" and "3" above each row 
Ex: 0. Wallish Archives 

c 
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Group 5 Intended to be rouletted 
Thin yellow paper 

C.D. 6.5mm 
Printed May 1948 :m i::i ll::l'O~ :i•l i::i ll::l'O~ 
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PROOF 

Tab: Type 2 -position 98 
Dot to indicate horizontal bottom 

Maybe from first proof sheet 
Ex: Hesley 

illl'i::i y::iti>:l 
ncipn~ 

1 ':Kiil ,,.l.l, 
: n::i r::iil 

•;u ':.' l'l\U. 
C'N1;'1, ~il 
nJ ::i;i 

::i 'n;, , ;p;u, 

On issued Paper and Colors 
20 mil-scarce tab Type.5 



Proof-Sml 

Early Printing 
Light green 

Underinked Canal Variety 

Horizontal black line across pairs, never seen previously reason unknown-perhaps indicating rejection 
Ex: Hesky 

Star Control Printed on LEFT Margin! 

;miiJ llJtll:l 
runpm.:i 

1 llllnil ii1:111 
:nJ•n:m 

•p'X n# 

illl1iJ JIJOC 
runpM 

i1t111n11 ii:o11 
!l'J1n:lil 

•t 'l l' in# 

Setting A - TD 5.75mm 
Types 1,2 

c 

A 

No Star on Margin 
With 4 small slugs holding star 
(Negative Print) 
Never seen previously 



:m 1:iy:io~ 
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Group 67 Intended to be rouletted 
Thin yellow paper 

C.D.21mm 
Printed May 19, 1948 
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Doar Ivri Proof 

For Perf. 11 Star Right CD: 13 
June, 1948 Transparent 

Two sheets recorded. 
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Proof-10 Mil Magenta Violet 

On Thin Paper Without Gum 

Only second item known on this type of paper 
Most proofs were usually on thin yellow or white glazed paper 

c 
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nnic m;i ... 
• .,Ki17' n.,,iu., 

nDijm~ y::ici~ 

: 'l;!:t ,,~:t 

nnic m;i. 
• .,Ki17' n.,1Kl., 

Group 95 Intended for perf 10 % 
Thin yellow paper 

C.D. 15.5mm 
Printed May 16, 1948 

n1iipn~ y::ici~ 

: 'l;!:t TI~;"! 

nmc m". 
•?ici;11 n?iiu~ 

II 



Doar lvri Color Trial 

--

I 

Numbering Machine with Slug Inverted in Press running from bottom to top 
Approved shade from finished plate 

Thin yellow paper-Original gum 
Very Rare 



Doar Ivri Issue-Color Trial and Proof 

mnpn1:1 )7:11m 
: 'ltUil TI!:lil 

nnx nltUN 
"7N1W' n? ? 

Brownish Red 

noipn1:1 y:ic1:1 
: 'ltUil 111:1;'1 

nnK mw. 
•?ititt" n?iiu? 

Proof Group 95 
Red 

One sheet Recorded Imperf 
Two ~heets recorded Perf 10 
· One sheet recorded Perf 10 

Printed on gum side 

noipn1:1 )l:ic1:1 noipn1:1 y:ic1:1 
: 'lit';'! 111:1;'1 : 'llt'il 11!:1il 
nm~ mw.. nnK mw. 

•?inw• n?iiu? ·?Mittt• n?iiu? 

I 

C.D.15.5 Perf 10.75 Group- thin yellow 
Slug on reverse First Printing May 1948 

.. 



Plate Proof 

15ml Brownish Red 

Payment of Postage ! 

., I/ 'Pc 

f Jl 

• 7 . 3. 
' 

15ml Imperforate Proof in Horizontal Pair, together with 1 Om, perf 11 , single on gray paper 

Registered Local Cover postmarked Tel Aviv 11 , 18-4-1951 
Backstamped : the same 

Signed on reverse by Dr. L Berger and marked in his own handwriting: 
"Proof, only cover known" 

(Philatelic Cover) 

c 



Color Trial 

A 

No tabs 

Block of 24. Largest piece known. 
Onl one sheet known in Blue Violet. 

Pate B oc 

c 



Colored Trials and Proofs 

Light blue 

122 

Perf 10 X 11 Slug 21 
Thin Yellow 

Highest Plate No. for group 122 Imperf 3988 

Printed on gum side 
4 Pairs recorded 

Central stamp with printing variety 
"Bet" and "Resh" joined, "Resh" with blob at foot 

Carmine Red - On Thin Light Yellowish Ungummed 
Less than 15 copies recorded 

Blue-Adjacent Blocks on very light yellowish paper ungummed 

c 



Proof20 Mil 

Plate 1 Setting A May 16, 1948 
Sheets 001-5299 

Plate 1 Setting B August 1948 
Sheets 17270-29999 
Transparent paper 

'JC:l 7 tu "C::l ?ptu 
i'l'llt':i ;-i1:1;i1) ;i•iw;i :nw;il:) 

'!O::I ?pw 
n'l11i'I i'll111m 

?111 

'10::1 ?pw 
n'llVi'I i'll!l1;"1D 

?111 

'!0::1?p!11 
;"l'l!l1;"1 ;"ll!l1;"17:) 

?!11 

'10::1 ?p11 
;"l'llU;"I ;"ll11;"1D 

?!11 
11!111(1;"1 Til:);"I 11!111(1;"1 Til:);"I 

:n::iin::i;i :n::i1n::i.i 
•::i11?Kill1'?pw, '::lt11?Ki11'?pw, 

7w 71:1 
1 !111\1;'1117:);'1 11lVN1:'1117:);'1 

:n:nn::i:i :n::i1ri::i:i 
'Jll1 ?N1tu' ?ptu, 'JlV7N1lV' ?plV, 

Light Inking 
TD6rnm 

ti11lni'I ,,l':)i'I ti11lni'l ,,l':)i'I 
:n:nn::in :n:iin::in 

':211 ?inr ?p11, ':211 ?inr ?p11, 

Type6 

Heavy Inking 
TD 5.75rnm 

Setting arrangement: 6,6,6,6, 7 ,8,8,8,8,8 

TD 5.5rnm instead ofreported 6.0-6.5mm 
Types 1.1 , 1.1 , Positions 97 ,98 
However, only setting A can have pairs of Type 1.1 
Setting arrangement: 1,2,2,3,2a,3, 1.1 , 1.1 ,4,5 



Final Color Proof -50 mil 

Plate 1---Setting A---May 1948 
Thin Yell ow Paper 

Sheets 001-4999 

m:npn~ y::i~~ nc;pn~ y::i~~ 11!l1pM YJ~~ 
'llU;'t ,,~;'! 'llU;'t ,,~;i 'llU;'t ,,~;i 
: n::iin:i;i : n::iin:i;i : TIJ Tl:l;t 
nnic miu .. nnic miu .. nnic miu .. 

·':>iciiu• n':>au? •':>iciiu• n':>au':> •':>iciiu- n':>au':> 

Types 2, 2 

T.D. 5.5 mm 

Setting arrangement: 1,2 2,2,1,2,3,2,2,4 

Ex: Hesky 

c 



Color Trial - 250 Mil 

Color Proofs 

May 16, 1948 

May 16, 1948 
S1.gheJ : PeT~le l"l'l3'1 

Thin Yellow Paper 

Slug 15 1/ 2 
Dark Green 

-1 I 

Slug 15 1/ 2 

Medium White 

i1'l111i1 i1l111i1?:l 'JC:> ?p111 
li111N1i1 11?:li1 ?111 

:n:nn::in 
c•?111ii',, ?N1111' ?pttt" 
"i1tttiipi1 • "::1111 

Dark Green 

Inadvertently printed on Thin Yellow Paper used for first printing of the six low value. 
Four sheets recorded ~perf. 



Colored Trial-500 Mil 

A 

Control Distance 15 

May 16, 1948 Yellow 
SR 14 Yz 

155.1 

A 

Proofs 
SR 14 

155 

Control Disfance 15 Yz (Normal is 14) 
Brown 

Thin Yellowish Card, Ungummed 

Control Distance 15 Yz 

n•tu•?tu:i mtu;i~ 'JO:> ?ptu 
l11UK1;'1 11~:! ?tu 

:n:mi::>:i 
o•?tu11'.. ?K1tu' ?ptu .. 
";itu11jm • "ltu 



Color Trial Proofs 

n'J'liil :m::m '10::> ?p11 
til7lrl;i ,,~;i ?11 

:n::iin::i;i 
0•?11ii•. • ml7' ?p11. 
•;i11i1pi1 •111 

l>at-lc. l!llue - Z h• Pn+ 
Color Trial 

SR 17 Blue 

ONLY ONE.KNOWN 
No Star - No Runmng Number 

Proof 

Proof 

n·~·::ii;i m1t1m~ .,o::i ?pit' 
1i1t1aci;i ,,~;i ?ltl 

:n:nn:m 
c•?1t11i•,. • ?Milt'' ?pl!? .. 
•;i1t1npi1 •11t1 

SR 17 Blue 



Proof 

Heavy strong impression from second part of printing (darker) 
Strong offset on reverse. Largest piece known to date 

Ex Hesky 



Final Color Proofs 

I 

.. ·- . 

c 



Doar Ivri Issue - Color Proofs 

5 

(Rouletted) SR 6 1/ 2 

(Perf. 11) Slug 15 1/ 2 

Thin Yellow 

A 

(Rouletted) 

;m11::i y::itm 
••• !'J!l1j?N~ 
l117N1i' 11~;'1 

: l'1::l11'1:l;'J 

20 

-..... -._,. 
:.,,1 
:r: 

SR 16 1/ 2 

;m11::i y::itm 
1'1!l1j?l'11.l 

l117N1;'111~;'1 

:n::im:i;i 

First Printing 

j· 

A 

(Rouletted) Slug 21 

A 

SR 12 1/ 2 



Mandate Postmarks 
Kefar Behadraga 

EXPERIMENTAL VERTICAL ROULETTING 

i'i:i :J 7 
1" :l0 iP i t-: i?.J 

10 n o7i3r.l :iini 

:i ., :i ~ - 7 n 

Perforated 11 with experimental vertical rouletting 
Addressed to Tel Aviv 

Mandate Postmarks Kefar Behadraga C 15 JU 1948 
Backstamped: Same x 2 

Imperf experimental vertical rouletting 
Signed: Otte Wallish c 



Tab In criptions 
• 

Working Page from Designer Otto Wallish 

:;j11 

AO 

i13J11:l. j)J.C!> !.l 

~ ,'C> t?J1n 

. . J1 ::l ' J'l '.) j1 

.n0 t I J1 ~ , 11.!) ~ 
., :J \lJ -;i ,.. , rJ i1 

..J? ;). I J1 '::> ';") 

.n n .J1 J \IJ ,, 

"S'1! w ... .riJ)t>- i, 

Tab Inscriptions for 1 Omil and 50mil denominations 
Hand written in Hebrew in blue pen 

Unique 
c 



Tab Inscriptions 

..,, 

Working Page from Designer Otto Wallish 

n'lwn nlwn~ ~o~ ;pw 
li w~i:i ,,~:i ?w 250 

n:ii:i::i 

C'?~ii'" .?ai~' ?p~" 
•:iwi,p:i ":~ 

n'~'?wn nl~~~ ~ ~ ~pw 
11':7 • ., ... ,,~., "W 

J'-' , J ;-, 

C'7wii'" 
• :'1':'1, ;ni 

n'Y'::ii:i :nt7n· r;o::i ,.,., 
ti!l7~1 :'l ,,7.):'I 7':' 

C" ?wi i "" 
• :i':'i, p n 

500 

Typed Copy for Tab Inscriptions for Three High Values 
On page of ordinary paper-with "150" value error, replaced by manuscript "1000" 

Unique 
c 



i1Tll,J YJ07.l 
ng1pn7.l 

11wtni1 ,,7.li1 
:nJin:rn 

"wi'HI nJW" 

ngipn7.l YJt>D 
, l i1 ,,7Ji1 

:nJin::>il 
nnK i1JW 11 

"'nnw" n'ntu? 

n'•'?wn i1JWi17.l 90J ?pw 
l 11UK,i1 1,7.>i1 ?w 

:nJinJil 
O'?t1111' 11 ?K,tll' ?ptu 11 • ";i 11j7i1 11 1!1 

T"-bS 

i1Tl1,J YJ07.> 
ngipn7.l 

1 H/ini1 1,7.>il 
: nJ in::>n 

11 11'1 n1in 11 

!:]OJ ?pw 
i1' l Wil i1 l Wil 7.l 

'n1 
1 1 K1 i1 117.Ht 

:nlin:>il 
"l ? ,;,., ?pw" 

--

n":v~~,n nlt11i17.l 90J ?rw 
l H/Kin 1,7.)i1 ? ll'l 

:nJinJn 
C'?t111,, ?K1W' ?pW 11 
II lie II 

TAB PROOFS 3-1000 Mils 

(15 
3 

i1Tl1,l YJ07.l 
c., JJ7.li1 mn pnr.> 
l11Utni1 1,7.>i1 HC 

:nlinJi1 
"1PX n'nu? 11 

...... - .. ·-. 
n:iirnr.i y:io7.l 
: , l tui1 ,,7.lil 

nm~ i1 H1" 
"7K1W" n?1Kl? 

I 

c i 

il'lWil illWi17.> 90J ?pw 
11wKii1 iir.in ?w 

:nlin5n 
c'?wi,, 11 ?anw' ?pw 

11 
"i1!11j7i1 • ":.Hl 

Artist's hand drawing in black cream on cream colored card . ,..., /Ln . / L 
Approved tab inscriptions typewritten on small pieces of thin card stock below drawings of each value 

Signed: Otte Wallish Previously unrecorded C 



Tab In cription 

OG 
IT'lt':"I iUt':t1' 'ltl::I .,p1' 

1i1111ti:i TI1':"1 .,t' 
:n::iin::i:i 

D'.,11,i•. • m111• .,p.,. 
"ilt',,p:t "::lt' 

11'11'7t1:i :"llt':t~ 'IC:> "P"' 
tini:i TI~i'I ""' 

:n::iin:i:i 
D'., ... ,, ... 

• .,iti.,, .,Pt'• 
"ilt'11i'il "lt' 

n,,..::ii:'I :'llt':t1' '!ti:> "P"' 
11111ni'I TIC:t ?11 

:n::i1n::i11 
1:1"1...ii•. ':ilt"lt".,Pt'• • •;iwiip;i ..,., 

Proof Impression 

IT'lt':t :tlt';"l1) 'jtl::I .,p., IT'lt':t m111:m 'ltl::I "Pt' 
ti111n:t TI1'1'1 ""' ti111n:t TI1'1'1 .,t' 

:n::iin::i:t :n::iin::iil 
D'.,t',,,,. ':ilt"l1" .,pw .. Cl'"",,,_ m.,, .,p.,. 

• • ":tt',,pil "::lt' •:tt1iip:t "::lt' 

n•11'7t1:i :'llt'i'I~ 'IC:> .,Pt' n•11'7t'i'I :u111:m 'IC:> "P"' 
1i1111tii'I ,,~i'I ., ... ti111ni'I TICli'I ':i1' 

:n::iin::>i'I :n::iin::ii'I Cl • ., ... ,,,,. .,Int'' .,pt'. ci•?wii• .. ':ilt"l11' .,p.,,. 
• • "ilt'11pi'I "lt' •i1t11ip:'I "lt' 

,,,,,::l,i'I i'llt':t1' 'ltl::I .,pt' ,,.,,,::i,:'I 111111:11' .,o::i ?v111 
111'lni'I TI1'1'1 .,t' 111'1n:t TICli'I ':i1' 

:n::i111::111 :n::iin::i:t 

IT'lt':t :"llt'i"m 'ltl::I .,p., 
tit'iti:t TI1'1'1 .,t' 

:n::iin::iil Cl,., ... ,,,,. 
• ':ilt"l1" .,pt',. 

"il11i1Pil "::2111 

11'11"7t'i'I i'llt':'m 'ltl::l .,i't' 

tit'iti:'l TI1'i'I , ""' 
:n::iin::ii'I 

D'., ... ,,,,. .,an.,, .,ptu,. 
• "i111i1pil "lt' 

IT'l111:"1 :"llt':t1' 'ltl::I .,i"D 
1i111~i:i ,,~ii .,111 

:n::iin::i:i 

D'"U7ii',. • .,itill1' "P"'• 
•:i111iip:t "::2111 

n•11'7t'i'I :tlt':t~ 'IC:> "P"' 
11tuKii'I ii1'i'I .,tu 

:n:nn::ii'I 

Cl'""',,.,. • .,Kitu• ?pt'. 

•i1t111i'i1 "lt' 

,,,,.,::l,:'I :"llt'i"m 'ltl::I .,pt' n•r::iii'I 112111:-m '!ti:> ?pw 
11t'lni'I TI~i'I ""' l1t11Ki:'1 ,,1'i'I ., ... 

:n::iin::ii'I :n:11n::ii'I 
D•mi•. • ':ilt"l1" "P1'· ci•';.,,-,• .. .,..,.,, """'" a•mi• • .,ltit'' .,i't'" Cl • ., ... ,, •• .,Int'' .,i't'. 

• • • •i1t1iip:t ., ... ·:'l•iip;i .,. •;i...iip:'I .,t' "ilt'11p:t .,. 

Complete Tab Rows for Three High Values on Newsprint 
Additional Schematic Pen.Drawing of a Stamp above First Tab Imprint 

Photographed in 20th Anniversary Publication of the World Philatelic Congress 
Ex: 0. Wallish Archives 

Two Recorded 

c 



Vignette for First Day Cover 

--- - -·- -- . -··o --· 
-1-5--5~-·9-gg-- - -- -- -- ·- -- -- -== :.. -=--= ..:e=: ::- _. - ..: == 

Original Drawing of Cachet 
for First Day Cover 
Final Adopted Design 
Inscribed 0. Wallish 
Only one recorded. . 



ignette for First Day ov r 
igned: Otto W alli h 

'Ki~" li.l"1~ 
"i~l)il iK1il '~ 7i~~iil Ci"i1 

n'~ri ,.,.,~ 't 

-- -···o--
-1-6-5-1-9~ -s-- - - -- - - - ---- · - - --- - ---- - --- - . -- - -·- -·- - - -

STATE OF ISRAEL 

First Day of Israel Mail May 16th, 1948 



~yfor First Day Cover Showing Stamp Colors 

r.-

· Vignette different from final version and other early design. 
Original artwork 

Only one recorded to date. 
Signed: Otte Wallish 



E ay-for Fi t Day Co~·er ho -in Final Colo for Each alue 
Original Art Work. igned: Otto V -alli h 

Vignette and First Day Postmark slightly different from final form 

' 

c 



Doar Ivri Essay for First Day Cover 

--

/f'"J )A) 'h 1 

A ' 
\\_,n !;, 

t' r. ~ 
<..- f 

r-, ,,,,,,, "; 
.................. - ' oJ 

7 
7 

Urussued 100 mils denomination in violet 
Plate Block of four, Plate 1, Slug 00000 
First Day Slogan tying block to cover 

Blue First Day Cachet 
Addressed in Hebrew by the designer, Otto Wallish, to himself 

Signed by him in English 
Penciled measurement 153 x 90 mm, the exact size of officially issued F.D.C. 

On high quality yellowish paper glued to card-size 20 x 15 cm 



DO' AR IVRI ESSAY FOR FIRST DAY COVER 
Early Design 

Absence of name and value 
Colors only approximate final choice 



Experimental Postmark 
for First Day Cover -Tel Aviv 

-_ ---~ 

lllllt<1il m•n mn:JDn 
flltST DAY COVER 

Complete strike of experimental silver-grey cancellation 
"Dugma" ("Specrmen" m Hebrew) pencllied on flap. 

Ex Abraham Eylon - Government Printer 
Only one recorded. 

Signed: Muentz 



[ 
r 
.-

I I 

z 
I"' 
I"' r-

-·t:; \I\ 

Original drawing of slogan for First Day postmark 
Final adopted design 

Inscribed 0. Wallish Only one recorded 

~ 

... 
~ 

--~------------------------------------~--~----------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Proof -First Day Postmarks 

Tel Aviv-Violet 

.,-· ,-, -
1.-• .J . .! I I 

_, u: 
- , - · J ·

1
·--1, • ·1 N ...,. ,-1 

' l_.LL 1 

H+i61 .; 91 

• 1, N11.L um , , - : ., . I 

...,, , G 'v_·/ 
~-··"/ 

I 

--'4 N·- , £.."" ...i · · l . "'- ... ,,, .... I . ,. . ;> . 

~
. f n"urn p·1; 'r ·~ \ 
l. IU 5 l l:+f -· I 

.,,,. "7 

'~·· .~v·"/ ' · ,-:/ -...... ___ _,... . --=··--- ·--~-· =· 



Proof-First Day Postmarks 

-- -

~ 
~ 

~¥ .. Q ·J!ll 

\11D1'1il Dl'il ngn11n 
PllST DAY COVEil 

Tel Aviv 

Blue 

Black 

... jN-5~ 
.~ /. 

'f n"wn ,,, N 'T 7 
~.t. 16 5 19'-18 ;;.. 
~ ~ 

~ .. ¢ '\~'v 

Ex: Hesky 

. - · ·-~~ ........... ;i. ~------ -= 

. · ·---·---~ ----- --



Proofs-First Day Postmarks 

Haifa-Black 

.. 

A genuine PROOP from the archive of 
M.E.RUBEL stampmaker to the Israeli Post. 

i 1 w NI n . o 11 ,., 
:nu · 

1 -i:i.u n 1N1n 

1,ir, ,'1:an ·" .n °'"' 11•:nMnr.1 
.,",.,,, ,",,., n:1nm •nu n1nnin 



Doar Ivri First Day Cover-Tel aviv 

11m1nn 01·n nDt1110 

FIRST DAY COVER 

I 
I 

~-
nllipnl.) YJtll.) 'Jtl::> ;p!U 

'a!U:t ~ 1:: :t'ltu:t mtu:tl.) 
: n:iin:m.1 1 • ;tu 
nnK mtu # JltuKi.i 111.:1.i 

" 'Kiiu• n;iu; :n:nn:i;r 
·:1111 ;K1!U' ;piu, 

: 'l!U:t 111.:l:t 
nn11 miu .. 

'"'K1!U' n;1iu; 

Autographed by stamp designer-Otte Walish 
Less than 5 recorded 

3 mil tab perf 10, type 1 b-less than 5 recorded 

J1!UK1:t 111.);"I 
:nJin:i:t 

'"l 'l • in.. " .. .. 



First Day Cover 

Maabarot - Mandate Postmark 
3 Mil - Perforated 10 

3 JiJ :;[ 

f Jt4 a ,,ry,~ 
:J) " 1p ......--

Probably only five sheets of 3 mil perf. 10 available in Maabarot. 

11mN1n 01•n mnwn 
flRST DAY COVER 

Cover addressed to Barclay's Bank, Haifa 

Haifa 2 Branch Office - Probalby 20 sheets available. 



First Day Covers 
Qiryat, Haim 
Mandate Postmarks 

1111.'ln;'I ,,~ .. 

:nJ1n:m 
~ll1'1lnll1''1p111, 

Four different perforation8 

1 Z'IO;'I ,,~ .. 

: nJ111:m 
NIU '1111 rll:>N 

_> / c, ~ ,) ., (/ 
J\';J ' ~ - Jl;J_? () 
~0 111;1 _p ' ~ 

3 - 50 mils tab singles 
All tied by four mandate single circle F.D. postmarks 

Additional strike on bottom 
3 mils 10 x 11 Type 2 15 mils 10 3/ 4 Type 3 

5 mils 11 Type 1 20 mils 11 Type 5 
10 mils roulette Type 1 50 mils 11 Type 3 

Three covers recorded with four different perforations 
igne : ac or 



llWNlll Dl 1 il 
':Jw 

1 1::iu n 1N111 

Essay of minister Sheet on newsprint. 

/ 

An unaccepted design with DO'AR IVRI on top. 
First Day cancellation (facsimile) below Doar lvri and 

First Day vignette in top right corner. 
1he Onl~Example Known. 
(From fies of Otte walliSh) 



Minister Sheet 

P'" 

m:iipnr.i y:it>r.i 
'l!Ui1111:1i1 
: n:iin::i;i 
nnN mw,. 

•?N111.'' n?iu? 

'JO:> ?p!U 
i1'l!Ui1 ill!Ui11:1 

?111 
l 1!UIC1i1 111:1i1 

: n:iin::i;i 
' :lll.'?1Ci111•?p~, 

f''O"ll 

11'!U'':!Ui1 ill!Ui11:1 'JO:> ?p!U 
l1!UIC1i1 111:1i1 ?111 

:n:iin::i;i 
C'?!U11',. , ?IC1!U' ?p111,. 
"i1!1111pi1 "'l!U 

n!l1pnr.i )l:ltll:I min:i y::it>r.i 

. : 'l!Ui1 111:1i1 
n!l1pnr.i 

nm~ mw,. l1!UIC1i1 111:1i1 
: n:iin::i.i •?anll." n?iiu? 

"=71?!U 11l111" 

11'll':l1i1 illt'il~ 'JO:> ?pl# 
l11nni1 ,,~il ?ti 

:n::11n:::>i1 

• ?anll." ?p111,. 
"'1!U 

:imi:i y:it>ll 
n!l1pnr.i 

111111ni1Til:li1 
:n:iin::i;i 

•p•:r n in,. 

i1'l!Ui1 i1lll.'i11:1 'JO:> ?p!U 
l1!Ulni1 111:1i1 ?11.' 

:n:iin:i;i 
c•?ll.'11',. • ?IC1111' ?pl#,. 
•;iuiiipil ":!ti 

(\ \ \ 

First printing, on thick paper. For cabinet ministers and department heads. 
30 to 40 sheets prepared by the Haaretz Printing Office. 

;m i:iy:it11:1 
O':l::ll:li1 n!l Pl"l:I 
T ll.'N"1i11"1'.':ii1 K 

:n:iin::i:i 
' 'X l"~lU?,. 

0 

Because of shortage of stamps they were forced to use printing waste and 
perforate some of the stamps from imperforate sheets on the spot with the Perf 10 machine. 



Minister Sheet 

11!l1j:>n7.) Y:l1'7.) 
'l!Uil ,,7.)jl 
: n:i1n::iil 
nnK mru .. 

"?Ki!U' n?Kl? 

ric::i .,pru 
il'l!Uit itl!Ui17.) 

.,ru 
11U7Kii11i7.)it 

:n:i1n::iil 
•:iru .,KiV7' .,pw, 

n'IU'?t11i1 itlt11i17.) ric::i .,pru 
l1tl11f1il ,,7.)il ?ru 

:n:i1n::in 
C'?ru1i'.. • ?icitu' .,ptu H 

"ittl111pi1 "ltu 

no1pn7.) Y:l1'7.) ;m1i:i Y:ltl7.) 

: 'l!Uil ,,7.)jl noipn7.) 

nnK mru .. l1tuKiil 1i7.)il 

H?tntu' 11.,11U7 : n:l'n::iil 
•tu1?:i 11llU # 

• .D'Y':l1i1 itltui17.) ric::i .,pru 
l1tuKii1 ,,7.)it .,tu 

:n:i1n::i11 
Cl'.,U71i',. • mW' .,pit .. 
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Second printing, thinner paper, for the general public---400 sheets printed 
Prepared by postal employees from regular stock of stamps on Saturday May 15, 1948 

3-250 mils perf 11-reperfed 10 at base of tabs 
500-1000 mils genuine perf 10 including base of tabs 

:I 

11 

II 

I' 

c 



Fir t Postal tationery Letter beet 

Artist' s Sketch in Blue Ink 

Two slightly different hand drawings of the vignette on lined paper 
Depicts Israel Flag and inscription in Hebrew "Do'ar Ivri" 

Unique 

n·~M ,..,..,~ 'T 
16.5.1948 

Final Issued Letter heet for Comparison 
Sold at Postal Counters for 20 mil 

Flag in upper left hand comer-date in lower right hand comer 
Dimensions when folded 15.3 X 21 cm 

c 



Postmark Proof Tel Aviv 

September 5, 1948 

PAYE 

From the archives of the stamp maker M.E.Rubel 



Dmei Doar 

Dmei Doar Design 

Hand sketch for postage due issue. 
Over print and color bar with designation 

of stamp and paper colors. 
Signed: Otte Wallish 
Only one recorded. 



DMEI DOAR - Color Proofs 

itTl i::i 7l01l 
na1pnll 

11~it,,llit 
: n::i,n::>it 

•111 '1111m111. 

Dark green on emerald 

itmi::i J::IOll 
na,pnll 

1 ~;i,,,,,, 
: n::i n:::i;i 

•111 '1111 ru111. 

Magenta on salmon 

c 



DMEI DOAR Color Trial and Proof 

s 

Im perforate 
Overprint Missing 

Magenta on Yellow 

Color Trial Adopted for 10 Mil Do'ar lvri 

One Sheet Recorded, With Tabs 

Three Tabs Known 



DMEI DOAR Color Proofs 

Red Brown On Thin Yellowish 

ilmi::iy::itm 
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w -~ 
~ 
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Red Brown On White 
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DMEI DOAR Color Proofs 

Indigo On White 

;m11:i Y:l.Ol'l 
n1:npnl'l 
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Indigo On Light Green 
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DMEI DOAR Color Proofs 

Gray-Green on White 

;mn::i y::io'J 
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: 11::1111Jil 
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Gray-Green on Yellowish 
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: 11:2111::10'1 

Hll17'111WUn 
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: 11:2111::1:'1 
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Paper shade not listed. 



DMEI DOAR- Trial Proof 

:m11:i y:ior.i :m11:i YJC!l 
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ii-ici:i iir.i:i l1'ZlK1;"1117.lit 
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Partial Overprint 

Overprint Inverted 
Rouletted 

UM 1.ML UM 1.ML .a.a,, I.ML 
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v 
c 

:ipii:i YJC7.l :in11J YJC!l 
ncipnr.i mnpnl'J 

1iwK"l:i i l'J:i l !Z'Ki:i iir.i;i Double Rouletting 
:n::nn:m :n:mi:m 

"ti•:r niin. ·1i•:r niin. Horizontally 

Albino Overprint 



DMEI DOAR - Proofs 

Imperforate - Overprint Missing 

Only three values without overprint (including magenta on yellow). 
5 mil - four sheets recorded. 
10 mil - one sheet recorded. 

20 mil - four sheets recorded. 

I 

-



DMEIDOAR 

A A 

A· .A 

Proofs 

A A 

I 

Two Sheets Each Value; 3 Mil Not Printed 
Only Compllete Set Known at Present 



DMEIDOAR 

Proofs 

1Wo Sheets Each Value; 3 Mil Not Printed 



DMEIDOAR 

• • . 
• • 

• • .. 
• • • • 

. 
• . 
• 

Is.sued May 28, 1948 

• . 
• . 
• • • 

• . 
• • • 

. 
• . 
• • • ··········•··········•······· n!'~~~~ · . 
• • • • 

...•......•..•••. , ... , ••........ ~~······ .. . 
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DMEIDOAR 

Perforated 11 

[ '1:JlJ ,Ni 
/- . -,. -

(:-.~:~~:. 
·~ ·-!{· ' . - . ··_;· 

20 

~uedMay 28, 1948 
Ten Blank Tabs Acljacent To Bottom Row 



DMEIDOAR 

Overprint Missing 

5 

One sheet of 3, 10, 20, 50 Mil 
10 Mil-Only eight known 

Scarcest Varieties 

Bars in Tab 



DMEIDOAR 

Perloration Shift Downward 

Double Perforation 
Vertically 

I 

Perl'oration Varieties 

Imperforate Horizontally 

Double Perforations Horizontally 

Additional Perforation 

A 
.......... 

Misplaced Perforation 

······ ........ 



DMEI DOAR E A Y FOR FIRST DAY COVER 

IS:. 111n 

-·- Original artwork 
igned 0. W allish 

Only one recorded to date 



DMEIDOAR 

1.,.1 

Tel Aviv 
Complete Set On Cover 

Argyle Overseas Trading Co. Ltd., 
Box 1791, 
Tel Aviv, Israel. 

.At~ Mr. P. Wolte-Rebuck 
.9 

Entire Set Used To Pay Correct Rate 

Commercial Air Mail Cover From Canada - Dec. 2, 1949 
Cachet: T 240 Centimes 

Israeli cachet: To Pay 88 Mils. 
Israeli Trilingual Cancel: Tel Aviv, 12-12-1949, Repeated on reverse 

Three Known. 

c 



DMEIDOAR 

TRANSITION TO DMEI DOAR 

DOAR IVRI USED AS POSTAGE DUE 

Dmei Doar Postage Due stamps not issued until May 28, 1948 

Unaccepted Mandate franking / 

fro~ mu:l 'I ,,. 

...... 1 'j '' cl, . / J ~ . 1 rrl. ' rl· .. 
~ ~ " J. ,,, ') . / - ,. .... ...... ··-··. -- . . . 

. .. ... ~} ,) -·· /" f 
f".J L .......... ./-I 1 

/tf J\~"> 
\ . I 

L-.------. : .. r ~ 1 'f············rk····f ····· ---·-·-············-··-

Franking: Palestine Mandate 7 mil Postcard Rate 

25-5-48 Tel Aviv trilingual cancel 

Against regulation on unaccepted adhesives 

Mandate postage not accepted after May 22, 1948 

POSTAGE DUE 14 mils (twice the deficiency 2 x 7 mils )-RED (manuscript); penciled T 

26-5-48 RAMAT GAN Mandate cancel on Doar Ivri used to pay postage due fee 



DMEIDOAR 

Unaccepted Franking 
Postage Due Twice - Letter Returned 

Postage Due: 20Mil(2X10 Mil Inland Rate)- Return Postage 15 Mil (New Rate) 

BEHAM • BEHAM .\ovocATEs / ,., •• :J,111 Di1.U:l nH lli11J:l 

J 
"'f I· j • 1 -1 l 1 

: Ii t. : ti • f r , ,_. ' ~ 
} .. / .. /-. 

1 f- • l , '--dt • j I. 

" .. ~ l;I • 11;:+ - t --

TEL-AVIV, l'elaall-. Gauz&NKR& STR. 6 

, , l:> "' 
,~'rl~ ~o 7K i ~w ,~ 

, i1 , pl'l i1 l'l l , :> w 
,43 '1 - li ni 
.~~:uc - 'ni 

_ _ .. _ 4' 

! 

' 

Demonitized Interim Stamp - Not vana 1ULe1· 1vUJ.;y Lo..,, ... "'"""' 
Tied by Postal Service cachet; that tied by P.D. "T'' and 6-6-48 Tel Aviv Trilingual postmark 

"Postage Due 20 Mils" handwritten. 
Taxed 20 Mils (2 X 10 Mil Inland Rate) stamp - Tied by 7-26-1948 Tel Aviv Cancel. 

Undelivered - 20 Mil stamp cancelled "Tax Not Collected - Fresh Label Requested" Cachet. 
Returned Letter Office postmark dated 9-6-1948 on reverse. 

10-12-1948 returned to Tel Aviv and taxed anew 15 Mils (new inland rate). 
Not Claimed - Postage dues tied by 1-9-1949 Tel Aviv 30 Trilingual postmark 

c 



FOREIGN SERVICE SUSPENDED-JEWISH AGE CY PARIS 

COURIER BERLIN-PARIS-HAIFA LETTER TAXED 

Tabbed Dmei Doar seldom seen commercially used 

• 

• l 

~t J. 'I r .... ~. ,)),.1 

• ., 

.. t . C rru . l 
,_, . 2\) 
?1) 

.JlA.. 
,. 

COURIER BUCHAREST-PARIS-HAIFA 

::~ l' ::I •• v u 
I" •t .wI 



DMEIDOAR 

France Airmail 12-1949 to Israel 
Taxed Upon Arrival in Tel Aviv 

3 Color Postage Due 

Marked in France "T=0.14" 

' """ 0 

Tel Aviv boxed cachet: "To Pay 18 Mils" 
Israeli Trilingual Postmark: 16-12-1949 

Reverse: AG ENCE JUIVE POUR LA PALES TINE 
DEPARTMENT DE L'EMIGRATION 

MARSEILLE 



DMEIDOAR 

Airmail France-Haifa? 
Unfranked Early Mail from Paris 

Or possibly Courier cover mailed after arrival in Israel 

'*'ii,. ~ !lte~1, L,/ 

o/o -6.,. ~hk-f 

4t-J{, ~ '2nut 
7f/is~)M, ~~~ 

.?t"~~ ( Jitll-'Jl'~Lt! Jii'rdel 

Taxed 40 mils ? Manuscript "T 40" -Rate ? 
Postmark: Israeli Trilingual Haifa 3 20-6-1948 

Authorized airmail France to Israel initiated June 10, 1948 
Airmail rate Israel to France 35 mils/ I 0 gms 

If courier cover taxed domestic rate + penalty (2x) 
Typical fold in middle characteristic of courier mail 

Reverse: c ·stem-5 rue Rollin-Paris Sc 



Multiple High Franking ofDmei Doar 
British franking- 1 Shilling+ 211/ 2P. stamps with 

one stamp missing. On large envelope - folded (insert). 
1-2-49 British Cancels. 

"T - PS" British Postage Due Cachet 
Israeli Cachet - Violet: 605 Mils postage due. 

605 Mils Postage Due Stamps 
1-3-49 Tel Aviv Trilin al Cancels 

Second Largest Piece Recorded-50 Mil Dmei Doar 



Doar Ivri - Mandate Postmarks 
Bat Galim 

""\\'\"? .~ .. . ') 3 

- ) ~ 

Registered cover addressed to Philatelist Bauman in Haifa, 13-7-1948. 
Very late use 

Reverse: Same postmark x 2 
Haifa trilingual, 13-7-1948 x 2 

Only four registered covers known. 



RATES 
Special 2 mil rate 

Only cover known at the present time with this cachet during the 1st period rate 
Printed matter 

Registered at G.P.O. 

,,J:J'1 
Y:J . "i1 

inof'jil n:a1'7 
~ ,3 1?t..rni, 'UD 

1 

According to existing Mandate regulations, a special rate of 2 mils for certain publications existed and had to 
bear the above cachet 

No 2 mil stamps existed so franked 3 mils on 7-6-1948 
Locally mailed in Tel Aviv, redirected to a P.O. B. 

Only one cover known in the 2"d period rate of the Doar lvri with this cachet and franked 3 mils instead of the 
regular 5 mils printed matter rate 



3 Mil Plate 1 First Issue, May 1948 

Imperforate Right Margin 
Group 3 Perf 1Ox11 

n1Ht.11lfllil a1• 

.Jf 

/'o~, r. A 

f' t1 /l 'J J7 te. e. t e.q.a 

'DlN'l~ m 'Di1 ':Jn amn J A .11) r 

Tel Aviv Registered Cover Addressed Locally 

mni:i y:ioll 
l'l!"Pl'lll 

tituici;i Tiil:"! 
: n:iin::>:i 

Hi>i?tu NW~ 

-

Postmark: 1 Ju 48, Tel Aviv Registered ALL.PO Repeated twice on reverse 
3 Mil tab perf lOxl 1. Type 2 
10 Mil tab perf lOxl 1 Type 1 

Imprinted cacliet for first day of State of Israel 
Rubber cachet:" Subscribe to the National Loan" 

This perforation variety known only on covers-- Covers recorded 



Setting B-June, 1948 

Perf 11 
Thin Yellow Paper 

Sheets 5000-6999 
TD: 6 Yi 

Tab Types 3 and 4b 
One of two recorded covers with these tabs 

R JERUSALEM 1 

No 2944 
' 

-7),,.., l ~ 
= >c:== 

/ 

' - . . 
nDipn~·, y::io7:l nDipnQ /::io7:l 
: 'l1Zli1 :l'i7:li:I : 'lQ1;1/ 117:li1 

nnK mw .. - nnM mw .. 
•?1t11ZI' n?iMl? •?1t1W' n?1Ml~ 

Extremely rare tab types as possibly only from Bale Groups 99 or 100.1 
Identified by their rare tab settings and marked shortness 

Registered commercial cover Jerusalem to Philatelic Service in Hakira, Tel Aviv 
Postmark: Jerusalem 24-11-1948 with repeat and transit Tel Aviv and Hakira arrival on reverse 

Large cachet: "TOMCHE ACHIM" SOCIETY (purple) 



RA TE ECO D PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 1948 TO J ARY 28, 1952 

DOUBLE TAXATION-TWO DIFFERENT ADMINISTRATIONS 

TRIPLE WEIGHT AIRMAIL TO US-240 PRUTA 

ISRAEL-US-TRIESTE 

, ..... 
PAR .\V 

Official mail to a foreign country requires postage 
Rate: Airmail to US 80 pr x 3 (triple weight) = 240 pr 

Forwarded to Trieste with US postage due 10 c x 2 = 20 cents 
Trieste Poste Restante fee 15 Lira postage due (5+ 10 Lira) 

Cachet: Jerusalem (on reverse) Post, T~~~graph, Telephone, Radio, HQ Office November 9, 1949 
Postmarks: Jerusalem November 11-10-1949 

Trieste 12-6-1949 



RATE 
May 16, 1948 to October 31 1948 

Israeli Trilingual Tel Aviv 4 26-9-48 
Basic 65 Mil per 10 grams = 65 Mil 
Registry (until 10-1-1948) = 15 Mil 

Presumed, No Label on piece 
36 x Basic Additional Weight =2340 

Total =2420 

Foreign Air Mail to U.S. 
2420 Mils 

Very High Commercial Franking, including all three high values 



Postal Usage 

..••...... 

Registered air mail usage from Tel Aviv to Baltimore, Maryland, USA 
Trilingual Tel Aviv 31 23-8-1948 

Backstamped: 
Tel Aviv Trilingual 23-8-1948 
New York AM.F. 28-8-1948 

Baltimore, Md Reg. Sec. 29-8-1948 and Druid Sta 30-8-1948 

Foreign air letter rate for 10 grams, 5-16 to 10-31-48 = 65 Mils 
Registration rate = 15 Mils 

Additional weight 80 grams at.65 Mils per 10 grams (8 x 65) = 520 Mils 
Total: 600 Mils 



Postal Usage 

High Franking To U.SA - Postage Due For Customs 

6-10-48 Tel Aviv Trilingual Cancel 
U.S. Customs Passed Free P.P.2 - Port of New York - Violet Oval Cachet 

Foreign letter package collected 10 cents due for Customs clearance - Violet. 

Foreign air letter rate for 1 O grams, 5-16 to 10-31-48 = 65 Mils 
Additional weight 70 grams at 65 Mils per 10 grams (7 x 65) = 455 Mils 

-·- Total: 520 Mils 



Postal Usage 

~ 
om et domicile de l'eI-p~dite.~ 

u 
Ka 11t..· cmd address of $ender. j 

~ 

i 
--'-~~~~~~~~~-

International Parcel Post Dispatch Note 

TEL AVIV 3 
No. 4984 

..... , ..... ~ 
DESPATCH NOTE. 

Ci-joint colis portant l'adrease ci-de11ous: 
Herewith parcel(s) bearing the addru• gitJen below: 
Nombre de declarations en douane 
Number of Custon~ Declarat1011s 

Multiple high franking on 31-8-1950. Registered airmail dispatch note - Tel Aviv - Canada 
8,450 Mil multiple franking on parcel post, registered, insured package. 

From Department of Posts Telegraphs and Telephones - Philatelic Services. 
31-8-1950 Tel Aviv Trilingual cancels. 

May be among the highest usages known for postage. 



DOAR IVRI-REVENUE USE 

Power of Attorney with Three Issues 

· --- _____ ....._._..__.,_.,,.,,,. __ ,. I .J ,., ... 
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.;-:in 1i:i3:1n Cl' .,mp::i. ("l:J?i~~ 1Mt-l ';:i';i i:i'; "lt-l) 
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Cl' imp::i. :i·::i. .,iri::i. mm~ n:i--,~ .,~ n:i-~ ,cip~_,~:,~~ it-l ~:,~~ r1i:i~:, .6 

mm~it n:i--,~ ,~ cip~it_,~;~~ ,.,m ?'I~ Cl'!l:l Cl'!l ,,~ ;c::i.; ,cit~ p;n ,~ ;·:in ci~:il'M 

.c~ip~::i. c,min ,~ min r1i:i~;, ,;;n 

4 x 50 mil Doar Ivri perf 10xl1 
50 mil First Revenue 

4 x 50 mil Koffer Hayishuv 

I I • 



THE 1948 DO' AR IVRI AND DMEI DO' AR ISSUE OF ISRAEL AND THEffi USE 

This exhibit traces the development of the designs for Israel first postage stamps. When these stamps were 
designed, the name of the new country and its currency had not yet been decided. Three artists were asked 
to submit designs but only the identity of two has been determined. In the late 194 7, Otte Wallish submitted 
designs showing symbols of the Jewish settlement of Palestine and inscribed in Hebrew YEHUDA. These 
designs were not accepted and, in late March, April 1948, he submitted a series showing ancient Jewish 
coins from the time of the Macabee Revolution. From the 15 mil value, a silver shekel, showing a ritual cup 
(later incorporated in the 20 mil definitive stamp), a block of 4 was made in black, then in blue and red. 

Next, the coin designs of the Yehuda Essay, were redrawn with the inscription chang.ed to ERETZ ISRAEL 
(Land oflsrael) in Hebrew and Arabic and figure 15 changed to 5. The Shamir brothers also submitted 2 
designs: one represented by a large photoessay of a Pomegranate and a previously unknown and stamp size 
photoessay with symbols of agriculture, industry, and protection. Wallish's coin design was accepted and 
produced in 4 types and 7 colors and imperf, perf 10.8 and pinperf. 

On May 2, 1948, the designs of 7 stamps, 3mil -250mil, all utilizing different coin designs, were selected. 
The stamps were simply inscribed DO' AR IVRI in Hebrew at the top, meaning "Hebrew Post", and the 
same in Arabic at the bottom. The value is expressed in numerals only. Descriptive tabs were attached to 
the stamps at the bottom row of the printing plate in order to render the ancient coins' description into 
modem Hebrew. The designs for the 500 mil and 1000 mil were chosen at a later date. Printing began May 
4, 1948 and the first issue went on sale on May 16, 1948. As the DMEI DO'AR (Postage Due) were printed 
from the same plates as the Do'ar lvri, they are also included. The development of the issue is shown in 
selected pages as follows: 

Frame 1. Artists drawings, essays and proofs. Y ehuda series; Eretz Israel series with types I, II, Ila, III; 
Doar lvri triangular drawing; black proofs including "First Black Printing" on newsprint (unique). 
Frame 2. Continued: Broadway color proof; black proofs with black border (one sheet ); 500 mil original 
drawing and proof (unique). 3 mil values starting with Bale Group 1 plate block (sine qua non of Israeli 
plate blocks) and associated complete tab row (3 recorded ) 
Frame 3. 3 mil values continued; 5 mil values; Groups 37.2 (unique); Group 47 with 3 of 5 transparent. 
Frame 4. 10 mil value including tab block of 6, perf 10.8 ( 4tab blocks recorded) 
Frame 5. 15 mil values with Bale plate blocks groups 95.1 (2recorded), 100.2 (3 recorded) 
Frame 6. 20 mil and 50 mil values. Examples of experimental vertical rouletting 
Frame 7. 250, 500, and 1000 mil plate blocks and varieties ; complete set with tabs;Black Publicity Proofs 
and Double Sheet, uncut; IMABA Printings 
Frame 8. FDC original drawings for cachet and FDC, FDC Postmark drawing; silver postmark (unique) 
and FD postmark proofs; FDC signed by artist. Minister Sheet essay (unique) and First and Second printings 
Frame 9. Postal usage of regular issue and postage dues. Includes second largest use of 50mil value and 
parcel card with 8 copies of 1000 mil, probably largest postal usage. Various postage due usage; Revenue 
use; Aerogram drawing and issue. 
Frame 10. DMEI DO' AR Artist drawing, Plate Block Proofs and Associated Tabs (only 1 sheet of most 
proofs and thus, plate blocks are unique); final issue plate blocks, tabs and varieties; complete set on single 
cover; drawing for FDC. 

Important, rare/ scarce items are outlined in RED. 
Pages or items with "C" (certificate) or "S" (signed) 
References: Bale Israel Stamps Catalogue 2004 

The Do'ar Ivri issue oflsrael-Stephen L. G. Rothman and Yakov Tsachor, 1985 
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