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CYPRUS 1880-1896 
The Victorian Issues 

1. The philatelic history of Cyprus up to 1880 in less than two minutes 

 

2. The Provisional Overprinted Issue of 1880 

 

3. The Surcharges on the Provisional Issue of 1880 applied in 1881 

 

4. The Die I – CC Watermark Issue 1881 

 

5. The Die I – CA Watermark Issue 1882-1886 

 

6. The Surcharges of the Die I Issues 1882-1886 

 

7. The Die II – CA Watermark Issue 1892-1894 

 

8. The Die II – CA Watermark Bi-Colour Issue 1894-1896 

 

9. Questions and I hope the right answers 
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The Philatelic History of 
Cyprus up to 1880  in less 
than two minutes… 

• Lusignans 

 

• Venetians 

 

• Ottomans 

 

• Austrian Offices in Larnaca 

 

• Turkish Stamps used in 
Cyprus 

 

• British take over of Cyprus 

• The Use of British Stamps 

• The Cyprus Victorian Issues 
under British Rule 
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The 1880 
Provisional Overprinted 

Issue 

 

The six values used 

 

• ½d 
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The 1880 
Provisional Overprinted 

Issue 

 

The six values used 

 

• ½d 

 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS CYPRUS  CYPRUS   CYPRUS 

Shifted overprint from columns “B-F” 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

Type I partial double from column “G” 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

CYPRUS 

Type II partial double 

from column “A” 
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The 1880 
Provisional Overprinted 

Issue 

 

The six values used 

 

• ½d 

 

• 1d 

 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 

CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS CYPRUS 
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The 1880 
Provisional Overprinted 

Issue 

 

The six values used 

 

• ½d 

 

• 1d 
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The 1880 
Provisional Overprinted 

Issue 

 

The six values used 

 

• ½d 

 

• 1d 

 

• 2½d 

 

 

Large Thin 

“C” at BK & 

JK. 

Upright & inverted watermarks 
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The 1880 
Provisional Overprinted 

Issue 

 

The six values used 

 

• ½d 

 

• 1d 

 

• 2½d 

 

• 4d 

 

• 6d 

 

• 1s 

 

 

Entire bottom row of all panes 
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The 1881 
Surcharges of the 1880 

Issue 

HALF-PENNY Overprints 

 

• 18mm 

   

Plate 201 SPECIMEN HALF-PENN The non-missing 

“Y” 

Double overprint 
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The 1881 
Surcharges of the 1880 

Issue 

HALF-PENNY Overprints 

 

• 18mm 

   

Broken “R” 
Broken line through letters at three different stages of the 

printing. 

Double hyphen Penxy variety Joined letters Small 2nd “N” 
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The 1881 
Surcharges of the 1880 

Issue 

HALF-PENNY Overprints 

 

• 18mm 

 

• 17mm – Trial Type 

 

 

 

   

17 mm 

2 mm 

17 mm 
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The 1881 
Surcharges of the 1880 

Issue 

HALF-PENNY Overprints 

 

• 18mm 

 

• 17mm – Trial Type 

 

• 16-16½mm 
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The 1881 
Surcharges of the 1880 

Issue 

HALF-PENNY Overprints 

 

• 18mm 

 

• 16-16½mm 

 

• 17mm – Trial Type 

 

• 13mm 
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The 1881 
The 30 PARAS Stamp 

 

30 PARAS 
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The 1881 
The 30 PARAS Stamp 
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The 1881 
The 30 PARAS Stamp 

 

Cover with two 30 Paras stamps, plate  216, and the ½ piaster CC watermark 1881 paying the foreign letter rate of two piastres, 
postmarked Larnaca October 2, 1881 to Ohio in the USA. This is the only cover recorded paying the proper rate . 
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The 1881 
The 30 PARAS Stamp 

& 
The Die I 

CC Watermark Issue 

30 PARAS Stamp 

 

The Die I – CC Watermark Issue 

 

• ½ Piaster 

• 1 Piaster 

• 2 Piasters 

• 4 Piasters 

• 6 Piasters  
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The 1881 
The 30 PARAS Stamp 

& 
The Die I 

CC Watermark Issue 

30 PARAS Stamp 

 

The Die I – CC Watermark Issue 

 

• ½ Piaster 

• 1 Piaster 

• 2 Piasters 

• 4 Piasters 

• 6 Piasters  
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The Die I 
CA Watermark Issue 

1882-1886 

 

• ½ Piaster 

• 30 Paras 

• 1 Piaster 

• 2 Piasters 

• 4 Piasters 

• 6 Piasters  

• 12 Piasters 
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The Die I 
CA Watermark Issue 

1882-1886 

 

• ½ Piaster 

• 30 Paras 

• 1 Piaster 

• 2 Piasters 

• 4 Piasters 

• 6 Piasters  

• 12 Piasters 

 

   

21 



1882 
Surcharges 

1882 Small Fractions and 30 PARAS 

 

• ½ on ½  CC Watermark 
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1882 
Surcharges 

1882 Small Fractions and 30 PARAS 

 

• ½ on ½  CC Watermark 

• 30 PARAS on 1 Pi CC Watermark 
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1882 
Surcharges 

1882 Small Fractions and 30 PARAS 

 

• ½ on ½  CC Watermark 

• 30 PARAS on 1 Pi CC Watermark 

 

• ½ on ½  CA Watermark 
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1886 
Surcharges 

1886 Large Fractions 

 

• CC Watermark, fractions 6mm apart 

• CA Watermark, fractions 6mm apart 
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1886 
Surcharges 

1886 Large Fractions 

 

• CC Watermark, fractions 6mm apart 

• CA Watermark, fractions 6mm apart 

 

• CC Watermark, fractions 8mm apart 

• CA Watermark, fractions 8mm apart 
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The Die II 
CA Watermark Issue 

1892-1894 

 

• ½ Piaster 

• 30 Paras 

• 1 Piaster 

• 2 Piasters 

• 4 Piasters 

• 6 Piasters  

• 12 Piasters 
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The Sterling Essays 
1894 

• Cyprus Key Plate  -  Octagonal 
Portrait 

 

• Key Plate II - Circular Portrait 

 

• Key Plate III - Postage & Revenue 
concave curved sided octagonal 
portrait. 

 

• Key Plate II Postage - Postage - 
Circular Portrait 
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The Die II 
CA Watermark Issue 

With New Colours & Values 
1894-1896 

In 1894 

 

• 9 Piasters 

• 18 Piasters 

• 45 Piasters 
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The Die II 
CA Watermark Issue 

With New Colours & Values 
1894-1896 

From 1896 to 1901 

 

• ½ Piaster 

• 30 Paras 

• 1 Piaster 

• 2 Piasters 

• 4 Piasters 

• 6 Piasters  

• 12 Piasters 
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Comparison of the colours 
of the Cyprus Issues 

Die I – CC 
Issue 

Die I – CA 
Issue 

Die II – CA 
Issue 

Die II – CA 
Bi-Colour 
Issue 1896 

Die II – CA 
Bi-Colour 
Issue 1894 31 



Thank you for your attention! 
 

Questions are welcome 

32 
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