Charcot in the Antarctic
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Abraham Ortelius (1527-1598), Epitome Theatri Orteliani - 1589




a

(@)

A

o=
!
~—

H

@)
<

o

a

el

before 1924

1924-1955

from 1955



Floating ice
is encountered

Arctic Circle
is crossed

= Vo\[ugg..'du. \/o.ck'l.'
" Rose-Marine
1902 .




YACHT

“Rose MarINE"

> ((a O




Sydpolsexpeditionen Scottish National Antarctic Expedition
1901-1904 1902-1904

'Arirmquc duSud 30°
- 4

Péhinsule
An'rcthue
0 8

Expédition Antarctique Belge
1897-1899

Antarctique
de I'Est

- Pole Sud

Deutsche Siidpolar Expedition
1901-1903

British National Antarctic Expedition British Antarctic Expedition
1901-1904 1838-1900






80 Rue pe tUniversiTe

W
%W 4«.4»4;‘7 /mﬁ%yg‘%

. " / "
G e j 2 L ANl W el HLme

/

Letter written and signed by Jean-Baptiste Charcot on April 7, 1903 to Léon Bessand, general

manager of the department store Belle Jardiniére.

Message reads: "To help this French expedition... we need clothes and we are not rich...”
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eur J. CHARCOT a I'boppeur de vous prier
er au lapcement du pavire
NCAIS ’’, qui aura lieu

b Gy

Juin 1903, a 10 beures du matin.
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Three masted schooner
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Postcard from expedition member Paul Pléneau on board “Francais” in Le Havre
on August 14, 1903.
It is the day before departure.
Le Havre Port datestamps of August 14, 1903.
Postcard rate from November 1899. 10 centimes.




August 15, 1903

August 26 to 30

September 2

September 10 to 16

September 26 to 27

October 19 to 22

November 16 to December23

January 12 to 26, 1904




Postcard written and signed by Pléneau in Brest on August 30, 1903.
Brest datestamp of August 30, 1903.
Message reads: "We just left. This postcard will be posted when we will be at sea...”



Postcard written and signed
by P. Pléneau in Corunna.
Datestamp of September 3,
1903 and arrival datestamp
in France of September 5,
1903.

TARJETA POSTAL

UNION POSTAL UNIVERSAL
ESPANA

International postcard rate
from 1898: 10 cents.
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Postcard from Charcot "En mer”(At sea) before arrival in Funchal (Madeira).
Funchal datestamp of September 14, 1903 and arrival cancellation in France.

International postcard rate from 1898: 25 reis.




Postcard from Paul Pléneau
in St Vincent (Cape Verde)
on September 26, 1903, BILHET
cancelled in St Vincent on
September 27, 1903.
Lisbon (Portugal) transit
datestamp of October 9,

Carte Postale éditée comme souvenir pour les Souscripteurs de I’Expédition antarctique du
Dr. Charcot, par la maison Raphael Tuck & ¥ils, - Paris.
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Le lancement du “Francgais” & St.-Mélo.

International postcard rate from 1898: 25 reis.
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Postcard written by Paul Pléneau in Pernambuco on October 19, 1903 and cancelled
on October 21, 1903.
Arrival datestamp of November 10, 1903 in France.

International postcard rate from 1898: 100 reis.




This postcard is locally printed in honor of Charcot's expedition with a spelling mistake:
Antartigue without “c".

International postcard rate from 1900: 6 centavos.
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La expedicién sueca al Polo Sur. ragio del Antartic.— Los Gltimos momentos.

This postcard documenting the Swede's tragic episode and rescue by the Argentine
corvette "Uruguay” is signed by:
- Otto Nordenskjold, leader of the Swedish Expedition,
- Carl Anton Larsen, captain of "Antarctic”.
and given to Charcot.
This postcard is postmarked later en route south at Ushuaia in January 1904,




El Dr, Charcot




Expedition leader, captain
of “Francais”, doctor,
in charge of bacteriology

Second-in-command of the
expedition, in charge of hydrology,
terrestrial gravitation and astronomy

In charge of meteorology and
geomagnhetism

In charge of photography and
repairs of equipment

In charge of geology and glaciology

In charge of zoology and botanical
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Incoming letter sent from Saultain (France)
with TPO Maubeuge a Valenciennes dated
September 22, 1903 to Charcot on board

"Francais” in Buenos Aires.

Paris Etranger datestamp of
September 23, 1903 and part of
the Buenos Aires arrival datestamp
on reverse.,

International letter rate (1881):
25 centimes.
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Message reads: "And now must I
say: see you again or bye bye
forever? Despite the difficulties
I encountered, I leave with
confidence..”
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Postcard written and signed by
André Matha in Ushuaia on
January 12, 1904 with Ushuaia
datestamp of January 13, 1904
and arrival datestamp of March
1904 in France.

Message reads: "Just as we are
leaving civilization, I wish to send
you a hello...”




Carte Postale éditée comme souvenir pour les Souscripteurs de I’Expédition antarctique du
J par la majson Raphael Tuck & Fils. - Paris,
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Carte Postale éditée comme souvenir pour les Souscripteurs de I’Expédition antarctique du
Dr. Charcot, par la maison Raphael Tuck & Fils. - Paris, B
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Argentinian postal stationery wrapper written to Italy by Pierre Dayné with
Expédition Antarctigue ‘'Le Frangais”red handstamp.

1 centavo postal stationery uprated by the addition of a 5 centavos stamp cancelled
aboard "Ravenna”, I'talian paguebot going from Buenos Aires to Genoa (Italy).
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LAGO MARAVILLA — ULTIMA ESPERANZA
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Almost 1,000 kilometers
(620 miles) of new coasts
have been sketched and charted.
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Charcot is expressing his gratitude
for the Ministry's support and his

interest to make a useful expedition.










4725. Saint-Malo

Postcard rate from November 1903

(up to 5 words): b centimes.
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Banquet cffert par le Doctear . CHARCOT, a I'eccasion du Lancement du
PCURQUOI-PAS », destiné a pleration Polaire Antarctique

Consommé Théodora
C'roustades a la Tzarine
Turbot sauce Crevettes
Filet de Beeuf Bouquetiére
Poulardes du Mans a la Broche
>, alade
sperges sauce Mousseline
[))u[‘(]llU[IU.\' de Foie-Gras
;Zi%ﬁi:.bu « Pourquoi-Pas »
Gaufrettes, Petits-Fours
G iteau Flamand

Fruits, Desserts
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GRAV LAGRANGE=-POMEROL 1900

CHAMPAGNE
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M. Bongrain  J. Liouville L. Gain R. Godfroy
Hydrography Zoology Zoology, botanical ~ Tide gauge

E. Gourdon J. Rouch J.-B. Charcot  A. Senouque
Geology, glaciology  Meteorology Expedition leader Magnetism




Of the 22 Pourguoi-Pas ? crew members, 8 have sailed on

board Frangais during the 1903-05 Antarctic expedition.
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Pneumatic mail on "Mission
Charcot” stationery, sent from
Paris (Post office 115) on June 1,
1908 to Paris (Post office 38).

Pneumatic rate from January 1902
(up to 7 grams): 30 centimes.
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Postcard rate from November 1903: 10 centimes.




August 15, 1908

August 15 to 31

September 15t to 5

September 12 to 16

September 22 to 23

October 12 to 20

October 28 to November23

December 15t t0 16




International letter rate
from October 1907

(up to 15 grams):

25 centimes.

Pourouoci Pas ?

?c/to JOV&W %u}/owwazﬂ

Moscow arrival datestamp
of August 10, 1908
(Julian calendar) equivalent
to August 23, 1908 (s
(6regorian calendar). &




UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
MADEIRA

Carte Postale. Bilhete Postal.

Espago reservado d correspondencia Espaco reservado a dipx

International postcard rate from 1905: 20 reis.




Locally produced postcard
with sketch showing Charcot,
“Pourquoi-Pas?" and penguins.
Signed by Charcot on
November 1, 1908,
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Correspondance

International postcard rate from 1900: 6 centavos.
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International letter rate from 1907: 15 centavos.
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International postcard rate from 1907: 6 centavos.




Postcard from Meg Charcot
in Punta Arenas.

International postcard rate
from 1907: 6 centavos.
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Message on the reverse
side reads: "We had a very
good trip and we are now
at our last port of call..”
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Pourguoi-Pas? coaling at Pendulum cove

(Deception Island) at the Norwegian Whaling Station
62° 57'S,60° 38'W.







EXPEDITION ANTARCTIOUE CHARCOT 4903-1905. — Pingouins construisant leurs Nids.
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June b

June 3to 4

May 31 to June 2

May 19 to 23

April 25 to 28

April 12 10 19

March 6 to April 6

February 11 o 25, 1910




Pourouol Pas ?

International letter rate from 1907: 8 centesimos.
2 centesimos overpaid cover.
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Pourgouoi Pas




International letter rate from 1910: 200 reis.
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POLE SUD - EXPEDITION CHARCOT
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POURQUOI PAS " revenant des

ventre dans le port de Rouen.
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MissioNn CRARCOT A ROUEN
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I ARRIVEE DU ¢ POURQUOI-PAS” A ROUEN

Sitot l'accostage a quai, le Declewr Charcot, commandant de I'Expeédition antarlicque, salue la population qui I'acclame.




Retour du ¢ POURQUOI PAS ” - M. Charcot est felicite

par I"Amiral Fournier.




EXPEDITION FRANCAISE
A BorD DU ‘“POURQUOI PAS?”
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