


Abraham Ortelius (1527-1598), Epitome Theatri Orteliani - 1589 





Arctic Circle 
is crossed  

Floating ice 
is encountered 





Expédition Antarctique Belge 

1897-1899 

Adrien de Gerlache - Belgica 

 

British Antarctic Expedition 
1898-1900 

Carsten E. Borchgrevink - Southern Cross 

Deutsche Südpolar Expedition 
1901-1903 

Erich von Drygalski - Gauss 

British National Antarctic Expedition 
1901-1904 

Robert F. Scott - Discovery 

Sydpolsexpeditionen 
1901-1904 

Otto Nordenskjöld - Antarctic 

Scottish National Antarctic Expedition 
1902-1904 

William S. Bruce - Scotia 



Jean-Baptiste 
Charcot 

aboard  

Français 

---- 

First 

French 

Antarctic 

Expedition 

---- 

1903-05 



Letter written and signed by Jean-Baptiste Charcot on April 7, 1903 to Léon Bessand, general 

manager of the department store Belle Jardinière. 

Message reads: “To help this French expedition... we need clothes and we are not rich…” 







Letter rate from May 1878 

(up to 15 grams): 15 centimes. 





Three masted schooner 
_______________ 

 
Gross register tonnage: 250 

 
Length: 32 m 

 
Width: 7,56 m 

 
Draft: 3,75 m 



Postcard from expedition member Paul Pléneau on board “Français” in Le Havre 
on August 14, 1903. 

It is the day before departure. 
Le Havre Port datestamps of August 14, 1903. 

Postcard rate from November 1899: 10 centimes. 

 



Le Havre - France 

August 15, 1903 

Brest - France 

August 26 to 30 

Corunna - Spain 

 September 2 

Funchal - Madeira 

September 10 to 16 

Saint Vicent – Cape Verde 

September 26 to 27 

Pernambuco - Brazil 

October 19 to 22 

Buenos Aires - Argentina 

November 16 to December23 

Ushuaia - Argentina 

January 12 to 26, 1904 



Postcard written and signed by Pléneau in Brest on August 30, 1903. 

Brest datestamp of August 30, 1903. 

Message reads: “We just left. This postcard will be posted when we will be at sea…” 



Postcard written and signed 
by P. Pléneau in Corunna. 

Datestamp of September 3, 
1903 and arrival datestamp 
in France of September 5, 

1903. 

International postcard rate 
from 1898: 10 cents. 



Postcard from Charcot “En mer” (At sea) before arrival in Funchal (Madeira).  
Funchal datestamp of September 14, 1903 and arrival cancellation in France. 

 

International postcard rate from 1898: 25 reis.  



International postcard rate from 1898: 25 reis. 

Postcard from Paul Pléneau 
in St Vincent (Cape Verde) 

on September 26, 1903, 
cancelled in St Vincent on 

September 27, 1903. 
Lisbon (Portugal) transit 
datestamp of October 9, 

1903. 



Postcard written by Paul Pléneau in Pernambuco on October 19, 1903 and cancelled 
on October 21, 1903. 

Arrival datestamp of November 10, 1903 in France. 
  

International postcard rate from 1898: 100 reis. 



This postcard is locally printed in honor of Charcot’s expedition with a spelling mistake: 
Antartique without “c”. 

 

International postcard rate from 1900: 6 centavos. 



This postcard documenting the Swede’s tragic episode and rescue by the Argentine 
corvette “Uruguay” is signed by:  

- Otto Nordenskjöld, leader of the Swedish Expedition, 
- Carl Anton Larsen, captain of “Antarctic”. 

and given to Charcot. 
This postcard is postmarked later en route south at Ushuaia in January 1904. 





J.-B. Charcot 
Expedition leader, captain 

of “Français”, doctor, 
in charge of bacteriology 

A. Matha 
Second-in-command of the 

expedition, in charge of hydrology, 
terrestrial gravitation and astronomy 

J. Rey 
In charge of meteorology and 

geomagnetism 

P. Pléneau 
In charge of photography and 

repairs of equipment 

E. Gourdon 
In charge of geology and glaciology 

J. Turquet 
In charge of zoology and botanical 





Paris Etranger datestamp of 
September 23, 1903 and part of 
the Buenos Aires arrival datestamp 
on reverse. 
  
International letter rate (1881): 
25 centimes. 

Incoming letter sent from Saultain (France)  
with TPO Maubeuge à Valenciennes dated 
September 22, 1903 to Charcot on board 

“Français” in Buenos Aires. 









Message reads: “And now must I 
say: see you again or bye bye 
forever? Despite the difficulties 
I encountered, I leave with 
confidence…” 



Postcard written and signed by 
André Matha in Ushuaia on 

January 12, 1904 with Ushuaia 
datestamp of January 13, 1904 
and arrival datestamp of March 

1904 in France. 
  

Message reads: “Just as we are 
leaving civilization, I wish to send 

you a hello…” 









Wintering 
 

---- 
 

April 
 

to 
 

December 
 

1904 























Expedition members 
 

boarded liner Algérie 
 

on May 5, 1905 
 

to return to Europe. 



Argentinian postal stationery wrapper written to Italy by Pierre Dayné with 
Expédition Antarctique “Le Français” red handstamp. 

  

1 centavo postal stationery uprated by the addition of a 5 centavos stamp cancelled 
aboard “Ravenna”, Italian paquebot going from Buenos Aires to Genoa (Italy).  







Almost 1,000 kilometers 
(620 miles) of new coasts 

have been sketched and charted. 



Charcot is expressing his gratitude 

for the Ministry’s support and his 

interest to make a useful expedition. 





AUTOMOTIVE SLEDGES 

MANUFACTURED BY 

DE DION BOUTON 



Jean-Baptiste 
Charcot 

aboard  

Pourquoi-Pas ? 

---- 

Second 

French 

Antarctic 

Expedition 

---- 

1908-10 

Postcard rate from November 1903 

(up to 5 words): 5 centimes. 











E. Gourdon 
Geology, glaciology 

M. Bongrain 
Hydrography 

J. Rouch 
Meteorology 

J. Liouville 
Zoology 

J.-B. Charcot 
Expedition leader 

L. Gain 
Zoology, botanical 

A. Senouque 
Magnetism 

R. Godfroy 
Tide gauge 



Of the 22 Pourquoi-Pas ? crew members, 8 have sailed on 

board Français during the 1903-05 Antarctic expedition. 





Pneumatic mail on “Mission 
Charcot” stationery, sent from 
Paris (Post office 115) on June 1, 
1908 to Paris (Post office 38). 
  
Pneumatic rate from January 1902 
(up to 7 grams): 30 centimes. 



Postcard rate from November 1903: 10 centimes. 



Le Havre - France 

August 15, 1908 

Cherbourg - France 

August 15 to 31 

St Peter - Guernsey 

 September 1st to 5 

Funchal - Madeira 

September 12 to 16 

Porto Grande – Cape Verde 

September 22 to 23 

Rio de Janeiro - Brazil 

October 12 to 20 

Buenos Aires - Argentina 

October 28 to November23 

Punta Arenas - Chile 

December 1st to 16 



International letter rate  
from October 1907 
(up to 15 grams): 
25 centimes. 

Moscow arrival datestamp 
of August 10, 1908 

(Julian calendar) equivalent 
to August 23, 1908 

(Gregorian calendar). 



International postcard rate from 1905: 20 reis. 



Locally produced postcard 
with sketch showing Charcot, 
“Pourquoi-Pas?” and penguins. 
Signed by Charcot on 
November 1, 1908. 



International postcard rate from 1900: 6 centavos. 





    International letter rate from 1907: 15 centavos. 



    International postcard rate from 1907: 6 centavos. 



Postcard from Meg Charcot 
in Punta Arenas. 
  
International postcard rate 
from 1907: 6 centavos. 

Message on the reverse 
side reads: “We had a very 

good trip and we are now 
at our last port of call…” 









Punta Arenas 

Deception Island 



Pourquoi-Pas? coaling at Pendulum cove 

(Deception Island) at the Norwegian Whaling Station 
62°57 ’ S, 60°38 ’ W. 







Punta Arenas 

Cape Tuxen 

Summer campaign 1909 

Deception Island 



Cape Tuxen 
65°16’ S, 64°08’ W 



Punta Arenas 

Cape Tuxen 

Summer campaign 1909 

Petermann Island Marguerite Bay Deception Island 









Wintering - April to December 1909 





Summer campaign 1910 Deception Island 

22.01.10 - 124°W Peter I Island Charcot Land 







Rouen - France 

June 5 

Le Havre - France 

June 3 to 4 

St Peter - Guernsey 

May 31 to June 2 

Punta Delgada - Azores 

May 19 to 23 

Pernambuco - Brazil 

April 25 to 28 

Rio de Janeiro - Brazil 

April 12 to 19 

Montevideo - Uruguay 

March 6 to April 6 

Punta Arenas - Chile 

February 11 to 25, 1910 



International letter rate from 1907: 8 centesimos. 
2 centesimos overpaid cover. 







International letter rate from 1910: 200 reis. 























Thank you for 
your attention 


