
Montreal · Toronto 
June 24,1918 

CAN ADIA N DI V1810N OP' THE AER IAL LEAGUE 

011' THC aAITI8H I:MPI A •• -MONTREAL B RANCH . 

GEO. R. LIGHTHALL, HoN. S KCTY., 

303 MONTREAL T RU8T B LOC .• 

M ONTREAL . 

" 'N. /t' 

MRS. E. GR:EiN\lOOD, 

1 
I/;) 203 The Boulevard, 

W Westmount, 

Que •• 

On Monday June 24, 1918, Captain Brian A. Peck with Corporal C. W. Mathers as 
passenger in a Curtiss JN-4 Number C203 flew from Montreal to Toronto. Registered 
cover, canceled with the special Inaugural Service triangular hand stamp in red, dated 
June 23, 1918 and received, Toronto June 24, 1918 b/s. Captain Brian A. Peck, 
signature on the reverse. Very few autographed covers are known. 



Calgary - Edmonton 
July i , 1918 

... 

·· Aeroplane Mail Service 
_,;_JULY 9. 1918-
CALGARY.ALBERTA 

R • . J . Coulter , Esq., 
Deputy _ostmaster- General, 

Ottawa, Ont . 
Via .t~.ero~)lane L:ail Service , 

Yia .:!jdmonton . 

I "'io 
4111' 

On July 9, 1918 Katherine Stinson flew the 175 mile distance from the Calgary Exhibition 
Grounds to Edmonton in a Curtiss biplane "Stinson Special". Of the small mail placed on 
board this is the only O.H.M.S. cover recorded, and was received, Edmonton July 9, 
1918 b/s. It is addressed to R. M. Coulter, Esq., Deputy Postmaster-General of Canada 
from the manager of the Calgary Industrial Exhibition Company, Ltd., Mr. E. L. 
Richardson. Letter dated Calgary July 8, 1918, and received by the office of the "Deputy 
Postmaster General of Canada" Ottawa, July 15, 1918". 



Experimental Air Mall Service-
Ottawa- Toronto, Aug. 17, 1918 
n&a-1-.I.I..OUNCU 

ON HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE. 

CANADA POST OFFfCE. 

August 17, 1918 experimental flight from Ottawa to Toronto, flown by Lt. Tremper 
Longman, RAF, in a Curtis JN-4 "Canuck", No. C280. Departed Rockcliffe (Ottawa) at 
6:50a.m., refueling at Desoronto, arriving at Leaside (Toronto) at 12:25 pm. Two cents 
war tax postage canceled Ottawa Aug. 17, 1918 with special scroll cancel "By Aeroplane 
Aug. 17, 1918 Ottawa, Canada::_ Received at Toronto 17, 1918, 1:00pm., b/s. 

Commercial dispatch from Mr. N. W. Drummond, Esq. of the Canadian Life Assurance 
Company to Mr. AM. Campbell (Mining Geologist), August 17, 1918, Ottawa to Toronto. 
Special scroll cancei "By Aeroplane Aug. 17, 1918 Ottawa, Canada". Toronto Aug.17, b/s 
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The Aero Club of Canada's 
First Aerial Mall Service-
Toronto- Ottawa & Retum Aug. 26, 1918 

~ AEii A 

AUG 

I TORONT 

August 26, 1918 flight from Toronto to Ottawa, flown by Lt. Arthur M. Dunstan, RAF, in a 
Curtis JN-4 "Canuck" named "Winnipeg." Departing Leaside (Toronto) at 1:50 p.m., 
arriving Ottawa at 4:08p.m. Registered cover with 3c regular and 5c registration postage, 
canceled (Toronto) Aug. 26, 1918 and Aero Club special stamp, (without numerals of 
value) , scroll cancel Aug. 26th. Only 26 registered letters were carried on this of the flight. 

T. w. McClain , Esq., 

342 Brunswick Avenue , 

Tor onto , Ontario . 

V5a Aerial Mail. 

August 27, 1918 flight from Ottawa to Toronto flown by Lt. Arthur M. Dunstan, RAF, in the 
same plane Curtis JN-4 "Canuck" named "Winnipeg." Departed Ottawa 11 :00 a.m. 
arriving Toronto later that day. Special Delivery cover with 3c regular postage, 10c 
special delivery postage canceled Ottawa Aug. 26, 1918 and Aero Club special stamp 
(without numerals of value), scroll cancel "By Aeroplane Aug. 27, 1918 Ottawa, Canada." 
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~ersonalletter, with enclosure by pilot, Lt. Arthur M. Dunstan. Elown August 27, 1918 
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The Aero Club of Canada's First Aerial Mail Service - Per Royal Air Force. 

Front only of an unusual 
government flown cover 
on the third experimental 
flight from Toronto to 
Ottawa Sept. 4. 

O.H.M.S. cover with date 
and scroll cancels Sept. 3. 1918 

for flight on Sept. 4th. Postage of 
3c for double weight. Label is on 

front as was not the regulation. 



The Aero Club of Canada's 
First Aerial Mall Service 
Toronto- Ottawa & Return Sepl4, 1918 
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September 4, 1918 flight from Toronto to Ottawa flown by Lt. Edward C. Burton, RAF, 
departed Leaside (Toronto) at 8:00a.m. arriving Rockcliffe (Ottawa) at 12:45 p.m. The 3c 
war tax postage canceled, Toronto Sept. 3, 1918 with the Aero Club special stamp 
(without numerals of value), scroll cancel Ottawa Sept 4 , 1918. 

September 4, 1918 return flight from Ottawa to Toronto flown by Lt. E. C. Burton, RAF, 
departed Rockcliffe (Ottawa) at 2:35p.m. arriving Leaside (Toronto) at 6:45p.m. Three 
cents postage canceled Ottawa Sept. 4, 1918 with Aero Club special stamp (without 
numerals of value), scroll cancel Sept. 4th. Toronto receiver Sept. 4, 1918. 
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The Aero Club of Canada's 
First Aerial Mail Service 
Ottawa- Toronto. Sept 4, 1918 

September 4, 1918 flight from Ottawa to Toronto flown by Lt. E. C. Burton RAF, departed 
Rockcliffe (Ottawa) at 3:35 p.m. arriving Leaside (Toronto) at 6:45 p.m. The 3c war tax 
postage canceled Ottawa Aug. 29, 1918 with Aero Club special stamp (with numerals of 
value) and scroll (Ottawa) cancel of Sept. 4, 1918 with Toronto boxed purple Sept. 4, 
1918 cancel. 

Aero Club special stamp, (without numerals of value) "double franking" on a flown Ottawa 
to Toronto Sept. 4, 1918 cover. The 3c war tax postage canceled Ottawa Sept. 4, 1918 
with scroll (Ottawa) Sept. 4th cancel and Toronto receiver Sept. 4, 1918. Commercial 
cover addressed to "Secretary, The Canadian Bank of Commerce." 



The Aero Club of Canada's 
First Aerial Mail Service­
Ottawa- Toronto Aug. 27, 1918 
Dual Black & Green Cancel 

AUG27 1918 

• L 

August 27, 1918 flight from Ottawa to Toronto, flown by Lt. Arthur M. Dunstan, RAF, in 
the same plane Curtis JN-4 "Canuck" named "Winnipeg." Departed Ottawa 11:00 a.m. 
arriving Toronto later that day. Two cents war tax postage canceled Ottawa Aug. 27, 
1918 and Aero Club special stamp (without numerals of value) on reverse. Special scroll 
cancel "By Aeroplane Aug. 27, 1918 Ottawa, Canada." in black (two recorded), with an 
additional cancel in green. 

September 4, 1918 flight from Ottawa to Toronto flown, by Lt. E. C. Burton RAF, departed 
Rockcliffe (Ottawa) at 3:35p.m. arriving Leaside (Toronto) at 6:45p.m. Front, with 3c 
postage canceled Ottawa Aug. 30, 1918 with Aero Club special stamp (with numerals of 
value) on front, with special scroll cancel "By Aeroplane Sept. 4, 1918, Ottawa, Canada". 



First Flight over the Canadian Rockies 
Vancouver- Lethbridge & Return 

--------~-------~----~~=---~~=---==----~-----

Jst. n. c. A~B(nr~ 

g~~~ 
-)1:.1 I 

191~ 

Posted Vancouver, August 4, 1919 destined for Calgary, with stops at Vernon, Grand 
Forks, Cranbrook and Lethbridge. Special cancel in red "151

• B.C. -Alberta Aerial Post". 
On August 7th at 4:13a.m. after a three day delay, Capt. E. C. Hoy left for Calgary, 
refueling at Vernon, landing at Grand Forks 10:30 a.m., refueling at Cranbrook 2:05p.m. 
and resting, he left for Lethbridge, where he refueled and left for Calgary arriving at 8:55 
p.m. Oval receiving mark in blue "Postmaster Aug. 7, 1919 Lethbridge, Alberta." Machine 
and hand b/s Lethbridge August 7, 1919, at 6:00p.m. (Two covers recorded.) 

Return flight front, posted from Lethbridge, flown to Calgary, then on Aug. 11, 1919 flown 
to Golden B.C. where the plane crashed on take-off on its way to Vancouver. Trip 
completed by train , oval cancel, Vancouver Aug. 13, 1919. (Two covers recorded.) 



Greetings 

rvJG 

To jOHN NELSON, THE WORLD 

VANCOUVER, B. C. _ 

t .. From W. A. BUCHANAN, The Herald, Lethbridge, Alberta 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIRST AEROPLANE FLIGHT OVER THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS 

AUGUST 7th, 1919 



Retum IE light over the canadian Rockies 
CAraa"tY .: YJIMCSOvtr& uonten; ac-.; v.ancouver 
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.. HE PAOI"ITS M09T WHO U:AVI'~ BF.ST" 

JAMES W. DAVIDSON 
PfU:SIDENT 

18 ROYAL. BANK CHAMDCfn 

PHON!! M 1213 

JAMES S. RYAN 
ACTING ICC .. aT AftY 

40. Hl!:ftALO BuU .. OiNG 

PHON!! Ml579 C.\. J...G. \. U Y . . \.1 .. /B E 1.: 'I'.\. 
FRED E. OSBORNF. 

• PHON I! M 2585 

lirst Alberta- 3. C. Aerial Post 
Courtesy Captain ~ . c. Hoy , D. J . C. 

John D. Kcm.~ns , li:sq ., Presi<1ent , 
Hotary Club , 
Vancouver , B. c. 

near Mr . Kearns :-

It was with Eincere pleasure Hnd pride that 
we had the opportunity of receivin~ your communication 
as conveyed by Capt . ~ . c . Hoy , D. F . C., by aerial post , 
delivered to ~s to- day at a public reception 6iven to 
C~"pt . Hoy, ih .... hich the Rotary Club of this City took 
'0 t'rt • 

~he members o:f the Club here and the 
cit izP.ns of Colgary p-enerally vrere del i.r;hted that 
Captain Eoy made Calgary the terminus of this most 
enoch-makin~ fljght , and Te cincerely hone that in 
the very near future , members of this Club can make 
more frequent vi.si ts to your Club and other Clubr on 
thi ... Conti.nent as a result of the t~.erial tranPnortation 
possibilities . Kindly convey to your members the 
heartiest sreetings from the me 1bers of our Club . 
Our momb ers join '.7it h the citizens of Calgary in 
their feeling of pride and best wishes for the 
successful and safe return of Captain Hoy and 
sincerely believe that this , the first flight from 
your City , may be the forerunner of numerous flights 
'\'!hich ·~ill join our <..:ity and its interests more closely 
with our Pacific Coast friends . 

I am having this letter stamped by the Post 
Office here and Cant . Hoy has kindly consented to 
convey it to you on his return, which he expects to 
make on this date . 

iL..,f' • 

Believe rue to be , 

Yours ?incerely in Rotary , 

..c
1or the .2resiaent • '.vho is 
temporarily absent~ 

DIRI!CTORS 

LON A CAVANAUGH 

Gao. W CRAte 
LOfltNE E'. GLOV£Pt 

FftEO W , Hue 
W~ R. MARSHALL 

F1u:o E. OtDOftN£ 

E .. NIE L. RtCHAROSON 

FRED 5HOULDtCI' 



Private experimental Air Mall service -
toronfo-.;.·Ottawil·;ruly:·1e;'fnt· · ·--
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On J~IY 1Sth, 1Q1Q, E.L. Jann~y and G.A. M~rP~rfl~w a c~nis JN:4 (Can~Pl<) frPm 
T~~~~t~ ~~ q~~~~· Th~ flight t~~~ 4 h~~r~ ~~~ 4Q rn.i~~~~~ ~!~h. 7- ~t~P.~ ~~ r~~t~. Th.~ 
flight, in a prhLately owned aircraft, was intended to show the use of aeroplanes for 
~dY~i1i,in9 ~nd p@''~ng~r '~rvi~~ ~~N!.~~n ~h~ tw.P ~i~i~'· fw.P !~n~r' @r~ !.<nPwn tp h~Y~ 
been carried as ·a courtesy to Sir John Hendrie, the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario. 
Thls ·latter-Is- acfdressecfto-Cot: -Clyde· Caldwelr of· the Miilffa··oepartmenfiri-O.ttawa:·tt 
r~~r~n~~~ ~§p~. J§nn~i~ P~r ~Q ~§r!'Y ~h~ !~U~r PY §ir §!1!:! ~h~ !-!P~Pm!ng yi~!~ pf H.R.H. 
Tt-le Prince of Wales. · · · · -



Victoria - Nanaimo 
British Columbia, 1919 

.. ,.,. . ... 

August 16, 1919 flight, by Captains James Gray and Gordon Cameron, from Victoria to 
Nanaimo, British Columbia. Flying a Curtis JN-4 Pathfinder 11, they left at 1:20 p.m. on 
Aug. 16, 1919 from Oak Bay Racecourse arriving fifty five minutes later in Nanaimo. 
Three cent postage canceled Victoria August. 16, 1919 and back stamped Nanaimo 
August 16, 1919 at 3:00p.m. Covers were prepared for the return flight but were not 
placed aboard the plane. 
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Post card "two cent rate" carried on the flight of August 16, 1919, Victoria to Nanaimo, 
British Columbia, via the aeroplane Pathfinder. The card states to the addressee that this 
is the first flight between the two cities, and is back stamped the same day. Pilots were 
"Captains" James Gray and Gordon Cameron, autographs on the reverse. 



Toronto to New York Air Race 
Aero Club of Canada Flight 1919 

Die proofs of the frame design only, for the August 25, 1919 Toronto to New York Flight. 
These were issued in black and orange red, by the Aero Club of Canada and printed in 
all probability by the United Typewriter Co. of Toronto. 
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AERO CLUB OF' CANADA 
~OMMEMORATIVE STAMP 

The final stamp printed in sheets of (20), two rows of five. 
Left- Normal, Centre- Red Color Shift Down, Right- Thin Paper Color Through. 



Toronto to New York Air Race 
Aero Club of Canada 1919 

V. J. Kubell'=a, 
Czechoslov~k Con,ul1te G ner 

,( .~."af:'.nt" .. t., 
.. €. w '{ ..,. , • .! ' "Tt.,""' • 

Aero Club of Canada $1.00 special stamp on the front, which was a restricted use, as 
postal regulations stated that labels were to be on the reverse, cancelled August 25, 
1919. Three cents postage, addressed to the Czechoslovak Consulate General in New 
York City from Gurofsky Company "Bankers and Steamship Agents" return address on 
reverse. 

Lethbridge, Alberta- Ottawa 1922 

On June 22, 1922, an attempt was made to fly from Lethbridge, Alberta to Ottawa, 
Ontario. In their Curtiss JN-4 Lt. "Jock" Palmer and Lt. Hugh H. Fitzsimmons took off on 
June 22, 1922, flying some 540 miles and landing at Minot, North Dakota where the 
plane was damaged upon landing, terminating the flight. Five cents registration, and 
fourteen cents postage, was designated to pay the rate to Ottawa, London, England, 
Cape Town, South Africa and on around the world, but the flight was discontinued, and 
mail returned to Macleod Alberta, July 5, 1922 b/s. 



Truro - Charlottetown 
Sept 24, 1918 

BY AERIAL POST 

{sur ~~~RSA'~It\u3 

I STAMPS.A~0 HEU' 
ftECONSTHUC riO,. 
_......_~ --.._.----~lo~.----- .. , 

On Sept. 24, 1918 Pilots t. L.E.D. Stevens and Lt. James M. Stevenson departed Truro 
Nova Scotia at approximately 1:OOpm and arrived in Charlottetown, P.E.I. a short time 
later with mail being canceled at 2:00pm that same day. 
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GREETING 
via the First Canadian Air Mail Plane 

from LETHBRIDGE, ALBERTA 
The Little City With The Big Future 
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Petsooal letter of Lt. Hugb H. Fitzsimmoos witb a late~ eoclosure indicating tbe numbet of 
ooYir~·ParrfeQ on ln·a·flfgnt: ·· · -- --------- ·-- --·-- -- -- --- -··- ---- - ------------ ·· ·- -----··- -- -· 



U.S. Army Flight 1920 
Dawson, Yukon Territory­
Fairbanks, Alaska. 

~rom F. s. Holzapfel, 
Dawson, Y. T. DAWSO. 

AUG t a 

MR. F. S. HOLZAPFEL, 

FAIRBANKS, 

ALASYu\ • 

• 
In August of 1920 a flight by four United States Army planes, flew from New York to 
Nome, Alaska, with various stops along the way. Mail canceled Dawson, N.W.T., 
August 19, 1920 arriving, Fairbanks, Alaska, August 19, 1920 at 1:00 p.m. 

Camp Broden - Leaside Station (Toronto) 
Experimental Aerial Service 1921 

In attempt by the RCAF to induce the Post Office Department to inaugurate air mail 
service, it initiated air service on January 1, 1921 by pilot Lt. A. G. Mclerie, however due 
to bad weather the first flight did not take place until the next day. The 3c admiral stamp 
canceled Camp Borden December 30, 1920, addressed to Lt. A. G. Mclerie's wife in 
Toronto. The plane left Camp Borden at 11 :35 on January 2, 1921 arriving at Leaside 
(Toronto) approximately forty minutes later. This is the only known cover which was 
acquired from the Mclerie family and contains an enclosure indicating the intent of the 
fliahts to carrv mail and that Lt. A. G. Mclerie was to be the initial oilot of this route. 
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