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Astrophilately – Telling the story of the 
conquest of space through stamps
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A sample story
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History of the space plane
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Proof of concept
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Component testing
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Crew simulation
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Flight test
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First flight
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Launch
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Landing



AMERICAN ASTROPHILATELY

Operational
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SRB Recovery
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Christa McAuliffe
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Challenger wreckage
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Astrophilatelic basics

Right date – local time or next business day

Right place – closest post office to controlling entity 
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Space event collecting
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First Day Cover
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Unrelated place      Anniversary
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Machine Cancel

Hand Cancel     



AMERICAN ASTROPHILATELY

Precursors

Balloon

Missile mail

German V2 X - Planes
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VIP card

Tracking station
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Insurance

Captain’s cover
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FLOWN
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Your quiz – Are you ready?
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John Glenn MA-6
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Pioneer 11 fly by Jupiter
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Apollo 8 launch



AMERICAN ASTROPHILATELY

Apollo 12 splashdown
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Nike-Apache launch
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Alan Shepard dies
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Apollo 8 orbits the Moon
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Autographs

Vintage Grissom & Glenn

Secretarial Shepard
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Autographs

Grissom autopen
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Autographs

Printed signature
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Autographs

Riser forgery
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Cachets

Space Craft Bendix
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Velvetone

KSC Official
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Goldey

Flick
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Beck printed Numeroff airbrush
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United States Postal Service

Centennial
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Hand painted Add-on
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