





Background

Mexican Revenue Generation (Laws & Practices)

US Justification/Declaration of Martial Law/Stamp Production
Key Questions

Wrap-up

References




American commercial interests: Minerals, Energy, Agriculture, Finance

Possible disruption from nescient Mexican Revolution

75,000 US citizens living/working in Mexico at beginning of 1914
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Initial justification was to prevent arms & munitions from German
vessel to beYpmahgad )o atdee db g nvev/f i6t Hu e

Port Agents (Bussingy Cia) continued operations throughout period.
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REPUBLICA MEXICANA
TAVR',J ETA Po STAL

EN ESTE LADO SOLO DEBE ESCRIBIRSE LA DIRECCION

Forma 219

Compadia Nexicana de Navegacidn, §. A,

Veracruz,.... de_A6061914 de 191
AgT,,....._.,

Partim'paM

su capz'mn s " de AGOIIHK

ity NI ONUY FONTERL, "

Papeletas hasta las 9 a. m. del dia AGO 10 19“ La bodega recibira
hasta las 11 a. m. del dia del. AGO 101914

De Ud .......attos.y 8. S.

Por la Compafiia Mexicana de Navépaci
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Justification For US Administration of Vera Cruz Revenue Offices

Chronology

April 22, 1914: Admiral Fletcher (US Navy)
‘invites’ all Vera Cruz officials to continue in
their duties.

April 26: Martial Law proclaimed;

(see following documents) Mexican Officials
unable to continue in their duties. “[Adm.
Fletcher] vested with the power and
responsibility of government in all it’s
functions....”

May 2: General Orders #3: General Funston
[Army] relieves Fletcher [Navy] as Military
Governor. All funds to be deposited in the
Vera Cruz Treasury which reports directly to
the Military Governor.

May 6: Initial ‘US GOV’ surcharged Revenue
Stamp sales.

May 20: Proposal for printing of US 1914-1915
revenue stamp issues submitted and accepted

Customs, and the Post Office reported directly to the Military Governor.
All other Vera Cruz administrative offices reported through the Provost Marshal.
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Official Treasury correspondence (free frank) delivered locally.
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TO THE PEOPLE OF VERACRUZ

The officials-of the Mexican federation and of the Stak
of Versoruz who were in-office in Veragrus at the time of the
lendinz of the United States fucu under my commend have informed
me of their inability to continue in tho&dilehufv'yt the funotions
of their respective offices/ Although the mmicipsl authorities
of tho City, With & Iins gonstaerition Tor 48 intcirer!»n 0f thedw —
fellow citizens, INENNIXXNXEXBIXTESIEITYY have, im reply to my
request, roeolved to coptimue In the performance of their respective
dutics, there is no provieion in the mmioipal lawe and ordinances
for the performance of ®Wany importent functions of gevernment .

Theee facts have cret d a’condition whioh- requires the
adoption of different méasures than those proposed in my TEHENNEX
proclamation of the 22nd inetant. Therefore, in order to afford
to the inhabitente of Verneruz and of the other territory hervafter
described the privileges of o.-govennuent exercising all the func-
~ticus nedesrary for the gstadl ishiment and meintenancs of the Humdse
mental rights of ';x;x;!'m I do hereby, under my authority as
commending officer of the military forccs of ‘the United States of
Emerica, proclaim that mertial law exists in the City of Veraoruz

and the terri Original [carbon] signed and annotated dra:ft of April 26th Declaration of
Martial Law, Spanish translation, and public notice [broadside] of same.

under my ocomm
= These documents formed the legal basis for US military administration of
suoh 80038308 y)q Cruz civil government including revenue collection and expenditures.

et el Ve BENEESIII0N . /)1 [fUEERCS

I-further proclaim, in accordance with the law of natlons
and the usages,¥i custohis and conventions of my own and other go=
vecnmenta, thet I amerehted with the *pownr snd, responsibllity of
governmat in-all its functions and branches throughout the torri-

tory above deseribed. The proper administration of euch gove: muent
by martiel law will Dbe provided for in reguletiong to be issued
from time to time as reruired, by mn:;:nnm commanding
officer of the fordes of the United States of Amexioa.

Done at the City of Verseruz this twenty sixth day of
April, A. D. 1914, 7_7 m
) (R
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PROCL AMA

AL PUEBLO DE VERACRUZ

EENXEXIEINXEE = Las autoridades de la Federacién lMexicena y del Esbtado de
Veracruz que ej.rofnn sus fdnciones en Veracruz cuando se desembarcaron las
fuerzes :‘; A;s Estados Unidos de América bajo mi mande, .me han participado
que nom continuer en el desempefic d¢ SUs CArgos rospectivos., SUNdUE
las autaridadeu municipalee de esta eciudady vigilando por 108 iutoreaea;
de sus conciudadanos, y corrsspondiendo a mi indicacilsn, han resuelta con-
tinuar en el ojerctci'o’de awmt, las leyes y disposiciones munici-
pales no son suficientemente Amplias para hacer efectivas muchas funciones
indispensables al gobierno.

Estos hechos han dado lugar a una situacidn que hace necesaria
la formulacién de medidas distintas a las que fueron propuestas en mi
proclama de 1 22 del actual. Por lo tanto, g a fin de proporcionar
a los habitanteds de Veracruz y del territorio a que despues se hard
==t rw.“m #qunm;w emanan_de un go‘giarm qua. pjeroe

las funciones adecuadas’ para astablecer y mantener lot dcreehon f\mdmntalu
; las facultades
del hombre, por la presente, yom virtud de/IEXEREXXERAXqus poseo como
comandante de las fuerzas militares de los Estados Unidos de Amdrica,
decreto que estd vigente y rigo la ley maréial en la Ciudad de Veracruz y
el territorio contiguo que se hlh ocupado por las fuerzas de mi mando,
extensiva

y que dicha ley marcial se hard/al territorio que sea ocupado posteriormente
por mis fuerzas.

Ademds dooi-nto, de acuerdo las disposiciones del derecho internacional,
de los usos y cost\nh'o- y de lws convenios de mi gobierno y de otros gobier= 5
nos,—que -m::o' Wm.—ur territorio aludido, con las facultades

» obnsac:oma dn goblerno en todas sus atribuciones y divisiones. Las

medidas para hacsr efectivo dicho gobierno se hardn comstar en reglamentos
que se publicardm cuande lo exijan las circunstancies, por el comandante de
las fuerzas de los Estedos Unidos de América.
Expedido en la Ciudad de Veracruz hoy veintiseis de abril de 1914.
FLETCHER
Contra Almirante de la Armada de los Estados Unidos,

Comandante de las fuerzas de los Estados Unidos do Amd~
rica en posesidn de Veracruz. ]






Governance hampered by lack of Mexican assistance at all levels

Occupation authorities originally assumed most civil servants would
remain in their positions and routine continue day to day activities. In
reality, most refused to cooperate with the occupying force!

US forces had to I mprovise 6on the




Documents and receipts not legally valid (or enforceable) unless they bore
appropriate revenue stamps. Records/receipts had to be maintained for
several years as per business law.

New series of Revenue Stamps (with a few notable exceptions) were
issued every year (Julyst- June 3@").

Documents/receipts had to bear the correct series and type of stamp.

Most stamps had two parts: body and
applied whole on a document, or part placed in a receipt book with the
remainder on the document.




MEXICAN Issue - Renta Interior (Interior Tax)

Plate Proofs with Security Punch




EXICAN lssue - Renta Interior (Interior Tax)

Peso Values:

$1 Violet
$5 Blue ‘VERA CRUZ’ & ‘GOV USA’

$10 Carmine

June 301914
Revenue Office Cancel

Probably used as part payment
for ledger book fee @ $0.10/page.
(See ‘Documentos y Libros’)

Most ‘High Value’ stamps [95% by one estimate] were used for ‘Bebidas Importadas’ (Imported
Beverages) duties. The $500 Renta Interior stamp has not yet been noted from Vera Cruz during
the intervention period. After only 8 weeks use these stamps were replaced on July Ist with the
locally produced U S Juarez Head’ Renta Interior as per then current Mexican Fiscal Law.



Mexican Issue - Renta Interior - Bebidas Importadas

Used During US Intervention

Stamps present in the salesroom at the start of the Intervention were already
handstamped ‘VERA CRUZ’. Additional supplies drawn from storage did not have the
‘VERA CRUZ’ name applied. All stamps bear the violet vertical ‘GOV USA’ handstamp.

Known only without talon (coupon).

‘VERA CRUZ’ & ‘GOV USA’
Handstamps

‘BEBIDAS IMPORTADAS’
Wide letters 2 mm tall




MEXICAN Issue - Contribucion Federal (Federal Tax)

Plate Proofs with Security Punch




Mexican Issue - Renta Interior - Capitales (Financial Instruments)

Used During US Intervention

Subclassification of Renta Interior Taxes
Applied on Instruments encompassing Capital Funds or Subscriptions

‘VERA CRUZ’
Handstamp

‘CAPITALES’
Wide letters 2 mm tall

These stamps were present in the Revenue Sales Office at the beginning of the intervention.

‘BEBIDAS IMPORTADAS’ and ‘CAPITALES’ are the only two out of several possible overprinted
1913-1914 Mexican Renta Interior stamp subclasses known to date from the Vera Cruz Revenue
Office during the Intervention period.

There was probably little demand for this class of revenue stamp as Mexican economic activity
became increasingly depressed during the Intervention and ongoing Mexican Civil War periods.



MEXICAN Issue - Metales Presiosos (Precious Metals)

Besides the two main Revenue Stamp classes (Renta Interior including it’s subclasses, and
Contribucion Federal) there were several additional groups. Each (except for tobacco) was
required to be issued in a different design each fiscal year. Only the current year’s stamps were
considered valid.

During the 1913 - 1914 stamp period these classes included ‘Documentos y Libros (Documents
and Books), ‘Hilaza y Tejidos’ (Textles), ‘Metals Presiosos’ (Precious Metals), and various types
of Tobaccos. The Tobacco classes were not included in the annual stamp design changes.

Specific Revenue Stamp series for payment of Precious Metals/Bullion fees
No ‘VERA CRUZ’ District Name

‘GOV USA’ Handstamp

Mexican Revenue Laws were very specific in their requirements as to rates, accounting,
retention of records, and use of designated classes of Revenue Stamps for their intended
purposes. For example one can only use the Hilaza y Tejidos stamps when paying taxes due
for textiles. Metales Presiosos would not be recognized even though the monatery amount
was correct. Documents and receipts bearing ‘out of date’ or ‘out of class’ revenue stamps
were NOT considered valid. This was done to facilitate the strict accounting required.




Mexican Issue - Hilaza Y Tejidos (Yarns and Fabrics CTextiles])

Specific Revenue Stamp series for payment of Textile fees
No ‘VERA CRUZ’ District Name

Pre Intervention

T

Usually Manuscript cancelled
Large U S A’ handstamp unique to this stamp series



MEXICAN Issue - Documentos y Libros (Document and Book Tax)

Plate Proofs with Security Punch
(No Talon)




US Issue - Renta Interior - Bebidas Importadas
Centavo Values

1913-1914 and 1914-1915 Mexican Renta Interior issue stamps are known with several
different overprints for specific duties. Bebidas Importadas [Imported Beverages],
Impuestro Minero [Mineral Tax], Seguros [Securities], Vinos y Licores [Wines and
Liquors], Capitales [Bonds], and Alcohols [Alcohols] are some types. US authorities at
Vera Cruz overprinted only the ‘Bebidas Importadas’ on their Renta Interior stamp issue.

~EArEAr

P12H,R13V Perf 12 H, Roul 13 V R13 @L, P 12
Pair

With the exception of the 1c and 2c values, all stamps are Perf 12.

Typographed overprint ‘Bebidas Importadas’ over stamp and talon. These were
prepared early in the overall stamp production process as there are fewer perforation
varieties known then on the unoverprinted issue. All copies known are used without
talon. The 3¢ ‘Bebidas Importadas’ value was probably not produced. None are known.




US Issue - Renta Interior - Bebidas Importadas

Peso Values

Perf 12

Mo

fiPESOSIH0

An estimated 95% of $10, $50, and $100 value US Renta Interior , and up to 75% of other
values were surchargedlused for Bebidas Importadas (Imported [Alcoholic] Beverages).
All are without Talon (coupon), and none are known on document. Few multiples exist.




MEXICAN Issue - Tobacco

National (Domestic Mexican) Cigars
(Perf 11.5 x Imperf)
Handstamp Ovpt Violet “GOV. U. S. A.”

25 Cigars: quantity sold unknown
(5 and 10 Cigar stamps not yet recorded)

Domestic Tobacco Imported Tobacco
Black Surcharge (Perf 12) Red Surcharge (Perf 12)

Surcharge:
“National - 100 Gr “100 Gramos
Tabaco Cernido Y Rape Tabaco Cernido Y Rape
Gov. U. S. A.” Gov. U. S. A.”

Tobacco stamps were valid indefinitely as opposed to other classes of
Mexican revenue stamps which were valid only for a specific fiscal year.

U.S. authorities used Mexican stamps until supplies were exhausted




EXICAN lssue - Renta Interior (Interior Tax)

Peso Values:
$1 Violet

$5 Blue

$10 Carmine

‘VERA CRUZ’ & ‘GOV USA’

‘GOV USA’

June 30 1914
Revenue Office Cancel

Probably used as part payment
for ledger book fee @ $0.10/page.
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19131914 Seri es: Exi sting Mexican Reve
handstampedoverprint.

19141915 Series: New design prepared under authority of U. S.
authorities in compliance with Mexican law.




US Issues - Renta Interior and Contribucion Federal

Designed and printed by National Type and Paper Company office in Vera Cruz as per existing
Mexican Revenue law under US authority. Equipment and supplies from US and local sources.

Design source: Renta Interior (Local Revenue): Benito Jaurez
Contribucion Federal (Federal Surcharge and Fees): Indian Head (after Moctezuma)

Stamp dimensions: 21.5 x 42 mm consisting of stamp and detachable talon (coupon)

Unwatermarked poor quality wove paper 0.067 mm thick, Lithographed in sheets of 50 (10 x 5) or
10 (5 x 2) [$5 Renta Interior known, $50 and $100 values possible]. Gummed and perforated
manually after printing.

Printed by lithography with a single stone for each value except $0.02 which utilized two stones.
Many values have two identifiable transfer types (unpublished research). $50 and $100 were
produced in two colors sharing a common central design which probably required a single stone,
and separate vignette stones. Like values had the same color in each series.

T IZ Y *GEN

i CER

- . i - . o
Compound Die Proof
Renta Interior and
Contribucion Federal Designs

Discovery copy




NATIONAL PAPER & TYPE COMPANY

VERACRUZ,

MEXICO
I. H. JACOBS, P. O. Box. 220.
MANAGER.

PROPOSAL POR PURNISHING REVENUE STAVPS,

Capt, H. B. Piske,
cen. Pinanece Agent,
U.8. Expeditienary Perces in Veraerus,
Veraecruz,

Ao ceney, Way <, /7/L
NDear Birie 27’

With reference te making lithegraphed and printed Revenue
Stamps fer Piscal Year 1914-1915, as per list furnished us, dated
Veraeruz, May 14,1914, cevering a litile mere than 4,000,000 stamps,
tetal value $1,692,800,80, Mexican meney, with the change of making

Zstampillas Cemunes instesd e~ Centribucien Yederal, but everprinting
on same "Centribucien Pederzl® en the cerrespending stamps, we beg te
advise that we will accapt the making ef said stamps, making delivery
of sams bv the ~nd of Jume or early in July,1914, the time ef delkvery
depending, 'ewever, en eur ability te secure prempt and ulck transper-
tatiens fer the material we will need te impert to make said stamps, and
of the men, in ease ws find it necessary te bring fre- the U,S, ene

er mere mem,

our price fer the making of said stamps weulé be §7750.0 geld
U.8. oy, or its equivalent in Mexiean meney, taking fer basis the price
of exchange en New York we would have te pay en the éatcs of receiving
payments,

If fer an  reasen, yeu riné it desirable te cunesl eentraet,
you woeuld p us s if sancellatien be made befe the 3rd, of
June, 1914; $6000 if eancellatien be made after JunelO7 but befers June
15,1914; and $7750, if caneellatien be made afterJune 15 and bhefere or
after JhEby 5,1914, These ameunts are in geld, U, & Y., but the
government has the ebtien te pay us in Mexiean meney on the basis
indicated in paragraph twe ef this prepessl,

Pryments en this centract te bs made on and in prepertien te
deliveries,

It is understeed that yeu will furnish us free of charge a
suitable reem in the Timbre building, se that we ean imnstall part ef
eur machinery, etec, te de certain werk there, we sgreeing te take
away eur uhchinory, etec, frem your building a® seen as we finish the

work fer vhich we will meed said machinery in meking the stamps,

of«.\&\

‘ FATIONAB PAPER & TYPE £0,
eLAd of JFM
N Mgr,

Yeurs very truly,



Veracruz, May 20, 1914.

The National Paper & Type Co.,
Veracruz, Mexico.
Gentlemen:

We hereby accept the terms of your proposal

dated Veracruz, Mexico, May 20, 1914, for lithographing

and printing revenue stamps for the price therein stated
of $7750. U. S. Currency, or its equivalent in Mexican
money at the price of exchange on New York on the dates
of payment.

Yours trul

\ - LM&L_,_
Capt. 28th Infty.,
Chief, Finance Dept.,

Provost Marshal General's Office.

Original production proposal Original US Provost File copy of General Funston’s
for US issued Vera Cruz Marshal’s signed acceptance (Vera Cruz US Military
revenue stamps (amended, of contract. Governor) justification for
signed carbon copy). [this page] Revenue Stamp production to
[previous page] US Army Adjutant General.
[following page]

These documents were probably maintained on file at the
Vera Cruz offices of the National Paper & Type Company.




OFFICE OF THE MILITARY GOVFRNOR,
Veracruz, Mexico, May 23, 1914,
From; The Military Governor.
To: The Adjutant General of the Ammy.
Subject: Printing of Revenue Staps.

1, ¥re. J, H, Jacobs of this city has been given the cone
tract for manufacturing revenue stapps.

2. The supply of stamps is nearly exhausted and no addition-
al supply can be obtained from the City of Mexico. A large Pro=
portion of the local Federal revenue ie derived under Mexican Law
from the sale of stampe,

3. Mr, Jacobs who represents the National Paper and Type
Co., of 31 Burling Slip, New York City, left for the United States
on the Monterey, in order to obtain paper and certain technical
assistance,

4. I would request that the War Department, should it be
necessary, give to ¥r. Jacobs, his assistants and the material
he will bring with him, such facilities as there may be for his
return to thie place.

5+ Commercial communiecation with the United States is Une '
certain and haste in the manufacture of the stamps is necessary
if the revenues are to be properly collected,

FREDERICK FUNSTON,
Brigadier General, U.S.Amy,

Military Governor.
ne




Public Health: Cleaning and reconstruction of market area
Water supply

Disease control {. e.: yellow fever, malaria, dysentery)

Public Security

General Government functions




Customs Duties (held in escrow for Federal Government)

Federal Tax receipts (as % surcharge of general collections)

General Revenue collections including sublassesBebidasimportadas
(Imported Spirits), Tobacco Products and Financial Instruments




S Issue - Federal

Document bearing
$0.99 Federal tax
stamps

($0.25 x 3 roul. 13
+ $.05 x 4 perf. 12
+ $0.01 x 4 roul. 13
= $0.99)

IMPUESTOS DE PORTEO

L3bro. Nam,— Fuh}(j/Z e NN 3’,‘ S
el :

(D B .
Pugé D. —— // 201 Aut 75@&:‘,’ —
£ 2% pesos SR

= F 4
centavos por deréchode ruedo del <<% Ciiticcl o
de su propiedndyy corresponde al mes dé la fecha.
SOJULOW g or

HEYeracruz,

A A

Partida Num 47 /7
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-
- W

Derecl

fed uu

— A

Recario de 20%:, )
\

Total |

ronmA 13

Internal Revenue:
tax due: $3.30.

Federal surcharge:
30% of Internal
Revenue tax, ($0.99)
which is paid for
with stamps
canceled at the
Municipal
Treasurer’s office.

The talons
(coupons) were
separated from the
stamps and
canceled in a receipt
book.

Fewer then 5
stamped documents
are known outside
of archives




US Issue - Renta Interior

Sales Receipt bearing $8.20 (~1% of sales amount) in various US issued Internal Revenue
stamps. Stamps placed on document, talons (coupons) placed in vender’s receipt book.

Per los siguientes efectos comprados con intervencién del Sefior 4 pagar en -
osta.____.__(Z = —=—en moneda de plata 4 oro, dando pagaré por el importe, sin que haya lugar 4 reclamaci6n después de
pasado el término de OCHO DIAS. De no ser pagada esta factura 4 su vencimiento, cargaremos intereses, al 127 anual, y situacion, caso

de que giremos 4 su cargo.

wmmnmmwum«m.muwmunmmnu.—nnumummnvmumncom-:mumamm
mmmnn::rr.cmnouutummmmmmm.—munmmumm.ummcm|%lmuuummua.

TALLERES DE TIPOGRAFIA 'EL ANCLA'" DE ISIDORO DE OCHOA & CIA

|t !

)
PRy Py

Sales receipt for 50 cases of charcoal in the amount of $812.50 plus tax and handling.
Exchange rate for Mexican peso was around 4:1 (US 25¢) against the US Dollar at this time.







