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S 

Goal of  Presentation: 

Appreciate political and economic realities 

alongside world and domestic events which played 

out during the 8 month  (April - November 1914) 

U. S. occupation of  Vera Cruz. 



Presentation Outline: 

S Background 

S Mexican Revenue Generation (Laws & Practices) 

S US Justification/Declaration of  Martial Law/Stamp Production  

S Key Questions 

S Wrap-up 

S References 



Background 

S American commercial interests: Minerals, Energy, Agriculture, Finance 

S Possible disruption from nescient Mexican Revolution  

S 75,000 US citizens living/working in Mexico at beginning of  1914 



Interests included Oil, Minerals, Finance, 

& Transportation 

 

 



ôTampico Incidentõ Occurred in 

Tampico, Vera Cruz occupied 



S Initial justification was to prevent arms & munitions from German 

vessel to be offloaded (MV ôYpirangaõ) to benefit Huerta Government 

S Port Agents (Bussing y Cia) continued operations throughout period. 



Vera Cruz was Mexicoõs most 

important Gulf  port  

 

 



City of  Vera Cruz 

 

 











S Governance hampered by lack of  Mexican assistance at all levels 

S Occupation authorities originally assumed most civil servants would 

remain in their positions and routine continue day to day activities. In 

reality, most refused to cooperate with the occupying force! 

S US forces had to improvise ôon the flyõ. 



Mexican Revenue Generation 

(Laws & Practices) 
S Documents and receipts not legally valid (or enforceable) unless they bore 

appropriate revenue stamps. Records/receipts had to be maintained for 

several years as per business law. 

S New series of  Revenue Stamps (with a few notable exceptions) were 

issued every year (July 1st - June 30th). 

S Documents/receipts had to bear the correct series and type of  stamp. 

S Most stamps had two parts: body and ôtalonõ or coupon. They were either 

applied whole on a document, or part placed in a receipt book with the 

remainder on the document. 

























U. S. GOV. +/ - District Name 





S 1913-1914 Series: Existing Mexican Revenue Stamps bearing ôGOV. U. S. A.õ 

handstamped overprint.  

S 1914-1915 Series: New design prepared under authority of  U. S. 

authorities in compliance with Mexican law. 



U. S. Stamp Production 









Revenue Needs 

S Public Health: Cleaning and reconstruction of  market area 

S Water supply 

S Disease control (i. e.: yellow fever, malaria, dysentery) 

S Public Security 

S General Government functions 



Revenue Sources 

S Customs Duties (held in escrow for Federal Government) 

S Federal Tax receipts (as % surcharge of  general collections) 

S General Revenue collections including sub-classes: Bebidas Importadas 

(Imported Spirits), Tobacco Products and Financial Instruments 

 








