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Topics to be Covered 

ÅHistorical Background 

 

ÅFilibustering Expeditions (1850 and 1851) 

 

ÅTen Year War (1868-1878) 

 

ÅWar of Independence (1895-1898) 



Cuba 



Filibustering Expeditions (1850 and 1851) 

Å Launched by Narciso López from 

New Orleans in 1850 and 1851 

Å They ended disastrously 



Ten Year War (1868 - 1878) 

Å Started in Bayamo, Oriente 

Province, on October 10, 

1868 

Å Cuban Insurgents controlled a 

large amount of territory in 

the eastern and central part of 

the island 

Å Only a handful of covers 

have survived, all of it 

stampless 

Å A few postmarks are known, 

mostly on printed matter 



First Cuban Postal System 

 INTERNAL MAIL  

- Operated since the end of 1869. 

- By January 1870 there were 135 post 

offices and 540 mail carriers.  

- In January 1871 civilian mail was 

incorporated into the military postal 

service. 

- There was a system of Prefectures. 

 

 FOREIGN MAIL  

- Hidden by passengers  

- As ordinary mail 

- By small coastal vessels 

- By military expeditions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicente Mora Pera 

 

 



Internal Mail  

- November 10, 1875, to Mayor 

General Julio Sanguily, Chief of the 

1st Division. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-  Sabanilla, October 13, 1877, from 

the Chief if the 1st Division to 

Colonel Enrique Mola, Chief of the  

1st Brigade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Foreign Mail 

- The Confederate blockade runner Lady Sterling 

was captured by the Union in 1864 and re-christened 

USS Hornet. 

- It was purchased by the Cubans in  June 1869 and 

named Cuba. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Foreign Mail 

- February 26, 1869. 

- Central Representative 

Assembly. 

- To Citizen General 

Guiseppe Garibaldi in 

Italy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Foreign Mail 

- June 12, 1869. 

- From the General of the 

Cienfuegos Division, Adolfo F. 

Cavada, to the Citizen José 

Morales Lemus, President of the 

Junta Revolucionaria de Cuba y 

Puerto Rico in New York. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
- List of ships and their captains 

who could carry correspondence 

and weapons between Cuba and 

the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Foreign Mail 

- Camagüey, July 4, 1875. 

 

- From the Foreign Secretary, Tomás 

Estrada Palma, to José Antonio 

Echeverría, Plenipotentiary 

Representative of the Cuban Republic 

in the United States. 

 

- The deciphered text refers to Carlos 

Manuel de Céspedesô death and of 

credentials for Cuban ministers in 

South America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Stamp of 1874 

- Printed in 1874 by the Continental Bank Note Co., 

of  New York, in sheets of 100 (10 x 10). 

- Print run: 100,000. 

- Remainders at the end of the Ten Year War, 

48,173; War of Independence, 45,404; and on 

November 12, 1935, when the were sold to the 

public, 43,045. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ten Year War: Other Aspects 

Spanish War Tax Spanish Military Postal Franchise 

Stamp Shortages: Postal Use of Fiscal Stamps Stamp Shortages: Provisional Stamps 



Cuban Revolutionary Party (CRP) 

Å Founded by José Martí on April 10, 1892. 

Å Union of Cuban patriotic clubs. 

Å Agencies in many cities. 

Å Plenipotentiary Delegate in N.Y. 

Å Produced the stamps of 1896. 

Å Raised funds. 

Å Sent military expeditions. 

Å Lobbied Congress. 

Å Dissolved after the war. 

 



War of Independence (1895-1898) 

Å Markings on Correspondence 

ï Prefectures 

ï Official 

ï Military  

ï Postal 

Å Types of Correspondence 

ï Official 

ï Military  

ï Express Mail 

Å Stamps of 1896 

Å Cuban Revolutionary Party 

ï New York Delegation 

ï Agencies in the United States 

ï Agencies Abroad 
POSTAL RATES 

- Domestic: 2 cents 

- Foreign: 5 cents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prefecture Markings 

- Banes Prefecture to Mejía. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 1897. Biran Prefecture to Hormiga, ñor wherever 

he might be foundò (gaining time). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Carlos 

Manuel de 

Céspedes y 

Quesada in 

the 1930s. 

 

 

 

 

 



Official and Military Markings 

Official Markings  

Military Markings  



Official and Military Markings 

- c.1896. From the Interior Secretary 

to the Plenipotentiary Delegate in 

New York. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
- 1896. From the General Headquarters of the 

Liberating Armyôs First Corps to the Jarahueca 

Prefect. 



Postal Service Markings 

Circular Date Stamps 

Oct.-Dec. 1897 

Prefectures in:   

- Oriente 

- Camagüey 

- Las Villas 

 

Wavy Flags 

- ORIENTE 

- CAMAGÜEY 

- VILLAS  

- OCCIDENTE 

- DELEGACION 

 

Administrative Markings  

Regional 

Markings 



Postal Markings: Circular Date Stamps 

- From the Sta. Teresa Prefecture, in Las Villas, 

to the Cubitas Prefecture, in Camagüey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Sent by the Liberating Army 

Chief of Military Health 

Services from the Cubitas 

Prefecture to the Guaimarillo 

Prefecture, both in  Camagüey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Postal Markings : Flags 

- Used for propaganda/advertising 

on a letter sent from New York to 

Boston in 1896. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- The five types used as cancelers. 



Official and Campaign Mail 

- 1896. Official local correspondence from the 

Banao Prefecture. 

- 1897. To the Armyôs Inspector 

General, ñNumber One,ò in Ciego 

de Avila. 

 



Express Mail 

- To Colonel Rafael de Cardenas in Havana. 

- Military Service, Urgent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stamps of 1896 

VALUE PRINT RUN 

March 1896 

AFTER the WAR 

October 5, 1898 

REMNANTS 

Nov. 12, 1935 

2 c. 40,000 22,191 19,749 

5 c. 50,000 32,771 30,405 

10 c. 25,000 12,828 11,120 

25 c. 30,000 18,806 16,900 

Å Printed by typography at the New York Bank Note Co. in sheets of 100.  

Å Received by the Delegation in New York on March 11, 1896. 



Proofs and Varieties 

Die Proof 

 

 

Proofs on Thick Card 

 

 

Printerôs Waste 

 

 

Missing Perforations 

on the Right Margin 

 

 

Missing 

Perforations 

on the Left 

Margin  

 

 



Sale and Distribution of Stamps 

- March 20, 1896. Presentation letter sent by 

Gonzalo de Quesada to the Chairman of the 

Committee of Foreign Relations in the U.S. 

Congress with specimens of Cuban stamps. 

 

 
- March 25, 1896. Letter sent by a member of 

the Delegation in New York offering Cuban 

stamps for sale. 

 

 



Stamps of 1896: 2 cents 

- Double-weight letter sent within 

the Sta. Teresa Prefecture, in Las 

Villas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Single-weight letter sent from the  

Liberating Armyôs General 

Headquarters in Camagüey to Colonel 

Manuel Sanguily.  

 

- Canceled by the CAMAGÜEY flag.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


