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Free Frank Abuse (Wrapper) 



Auction Notice on Inside of Free Frank Cover 



      

After much abuse by Officials the 

Congress abolished the franking 

privilege and the Departmental 

stamps were born. 

 

1 July 1873 was their first day of use 

 



What you will see today 

      

The most extensive Official’s postal 

history collection ever formed. 

 

Special rates for only Official mail. 

 

Every value on cover is not shown. 

 



Basic Information 

      

  92 Stamp Designs 

117 Stamps, hard/soft paper 

  17 Unknown on Cover (Scott) 

    1 Stamp on cover not seen in  

 over 80 years 

 

  100 Stamps Recorded on Cover 



      

 

8 stamps are known on only one cover 

 (6 shown tonight) 

 

Values on cover with 5 or less known 

 33 stamps on 82 covers 

 

Values on cover with 10 or less known 

 51 stamps on 233 covers 

 



Historical Perspective  

Values on Cover 

      

 Possible  100 

 

 Lanphear   91 

 Ackerman   76 

 Starnes    74 

 Markovits   72 

 



      

We will start with the Executive Office 

and progress by order of power. 

 

  State 

  Treasury 

  War 

  Navy 

  Interior 

  Justice 

  Agriculture 

  Post Office 

 



Executive Department 

      



Postage Due 

1877, 80 centesimi paying deficiency   Only foreign postage due cover 



Summer White House 

1876, note Mansion missing in c/c   3 Long Branch covers with red star 



6c Use 

1875-77 double rate   5 uses 



2c, 3c and 10c Use 

  Only 10c on cover 

Contained Captains’ commission sheepskin 

Campbell married to Grants’ niece  



State Department 

      



Inbound Consular Pouch Use (Germany) 

         Only illustrated Consular cover 



Inbound Consular Pouch Use (Jamaica) 

         Only Consular cover from Jamaica 



Postage Deficiency Added by US Despatch Agency (to England) 

As mailed to the Consul, the Gov. paid 

deficiency in NYC, note handstamps 

     

Three covers with State added 



Reverse of Previous Cover 

   

Illustrated Prison Cover 

 

2 illustrated Official covers 



Inbound Consulate Pouch Use (Greece) 

BF Stevens forwarding in red Only Greece Consulate cover 



Supplemental Postage, Foreign Destination (Norway) 

Only use to Norway 

Postage required for foreign destination  

deficiency hand-stamp on back 



Foreign Entry and Double Transfer Combo 

  Presenters discovery   Only 19th Century US foreign entry on cover 



Foreign Entry and Double Transfer Combo 

Position 61 

Foreign entry right side and double transfer UL    



10c Use (St. Petersburg Consulate) 

  Two types of BF Stevens on official covers   Only Russian consular cover 



30c & 10c Use 

    40c bound volume rate for printed public docs      



Earliest 15c Use 

  15c quintuple rate, 1873 by size cds    



Treasury Department 

      



Special Tax Form 

1875     Only Official on tax form 



Foreign Destination (England) 

Only Fish & Fisheries to a foreign destination 



Block of Four Use 

       Four Official blocks on cover 



Official Combination Cover 

Only Official combo cover 

Treasury in Chicago  > New Mexico > South 

Carolina War added reentered mail to Mass 



Earliest Registry Use 

15 June 1874     Only Official 8c registry fee cover 



Combination Issues to Foreign Destination (Germany) 

    Only non-forwarded Official combo 

Official stamps not valid on UPU after  

1 April 1879.  15c BN paid postage  

12c Official paid 10c registry fee 



15c Use 

1874      



War Department 

      



Fort Leavenworth Honeycomb Cancel 

What was used to make it is still unknown Two cancel examples on cover 



Fort Rice Mixed Franking Use (Dakota Terr.)  

10c BN paid the registry fee Only Fort Rice War cover 



Wyoming Terr. Foreign Destination Use (England) 

Only War fort foreign destination cover 

Cheyenne Depot, 

near Fort D.A. Russell 



Fort Sill Use (Indian Territory) 

10c War pays registry, 3c American Printing Two Fort Sill War covers 



Bound Volume 10c Rate Use 

   

10c rate for each bound volume of printed 

public documents mailed by Gov Official 



7c Use 

  Two recorded covers Both examples are 7c + 2c 



Combination Officials and BN Use 

  Only three combination Official use 

 

Four time 5c UPU rate 



90c and 24c Usage on Label 

Two  90c War covers 

Three 24c War covers 



Navy Department 

      



Second Greely Arctic Rescue Attempt 

Only Arctic Official cover 

2c Navy added by the foreign office 

deficiency paid handstamp on the back 



Deficiency Handstamp 



Intercepted Illegal Use 

New Orleans Insufficiently Paid hs Three Official intercepted illegal covers 



Reverse of Cover from Same Correspondence 

   

Dear Sue  There seems to be something wrong with these blue stamps.  One of Mrs. 

Rauls letters it was stamped “Illegal Postage” and was detained at the post office. 



Forwarded Inbound Postage Due Ship Letter 

“Due 10” US Currency applied in NY  

3c Navy added in Washington, DC Only Official US Currency due cover 



Foreign Destination Use (Turkey) 

Only Navy outbound BF Stevens cover overpaid 5c UPU rate 



Inbound Pouch Mail Use 

Only non-State inbound pouch cover    



Inbound and Outbound (Japan and Columbia) 

6c Navy added in D.C. Only foreign inbound & Official outbound cover 



Forwarded Foreign Destination (Brazil) 

Three 7c Navy covers 

 

Carried outside the mails to Wash DC 

No rate for 7c stamp 



Foreign Destination Use (France) 

 

Double rate Four 10c Navy covers 



15c Use 

    

Only 15c Navy cover 



Largest Navy Combination Use 

 

Note: signature for ‘no printed matter” Three 24c Navy covers 



30c + 12c Foreign Destination Use (Brazil) 

 

to Brazil via London 

 

Two 30c Navy covers   



Department of the Interior 

      



Foreign Destination Printed Matter Use (Austria) 

Double 2c rate   Only Official foreign destination printed matter cover 



First Day Use 

  Two Interior first day covers 

Note: size of cd, killer matches another first 

day, corner card at right, signature on cover 



1876 Centennial Exhibition Use 

    Two Official Centennial covers 



Foreign Destination Use (Germany) 

6c GPU rate, July 1875     



Smithsonian Illustrated Envelope 

Two types recorded 



Smithsonian Corner Card Label 

Two types recorded 



Registered Package Label 

   

10c pays registry fee penalty covers postage 

Note Printed Matter hs 



15c Use 

Three examples of fancy address label 

  



12c and 24c Combination Use 

 2c overpayment of octuple rate  

and 10c registry fee 



30c Use on Label 

Signature required to validate contents Two 30c Interior covers 



90c Use 

Only 90c Interior cover 

Envelope glued to a larger envelope  

carrying homestead proofs 



15c Soft Paper 

Sent inside Washington Terr. Only 15c Interior American Printing cover 



Department of Justice 

      



3c Territorial Use (Idaho) 

    

Lewiston, Idaho was the original state Capitol 

before being stolen one night and moved to Boise 



10c Use 

   Four 10c Justice covers 

 

   



15c Use 

    

 

10c quintuple rate 



24c Use 

   Two 24c Justice covers 

 

Mailed by Frederick Douglass 



6c Use (American Printing) 

   Only 6c Justice American Printing cover 



Department of Agriculture 

      



3c Use (Canada) 

  Penalty not valid to Canada until 1887   Only Agr. foreign destination cover 



10c Use 

10c per bound volume of public documents      Three 10c Agriculture covers 



12c Use on Parcel Label 

  12c for 24 oz of non-book printed matter  Two 12c Agriculture covers 



24c Use on Parcel Label 

  24c for 48 oz of non-book printed matter      Only 24c Agriculture cover 



Post Office Department 

      



Political Illustrated Cover 

Anti-smoking cover Two Official illustrated covers 



Reverse Previous Cover 

      



Officials Used for Postage Due (German Stampless Inbound) 

Short paid German and New York due hs No similar cover recorded 



Foreign Destination Use (Newfoundland) 

6c single rate, 1874 Two Official covers to Newfoundland 



Bisect Use to Private Citizen After 1882 

   Only bisect on a penalty mail cover 



10c Use 

  Contained stamps for collector Two 10c Post Office paying registry 



15c Use 

15c quintuple rate Five 15c Post Office covers 



Earliest Recorded Use of Soft Paper 

  

Single rate, 28 February 1979 before American Banknote Co. took over printing on  

4 February 1879.  Thus soft paper used by Continental Banknote at end of contract. 



Thank You for Your Interest  

      



Only State and Penalty Clause Combo Use (Seychelle Islands) 

BF Stevens forwarding in blue three Seychelle Islands Consulate covers 



Registered Penalty Use 

        

1c stamps pay the 10c registry fee  

postage paid by the penalty clause 



Registry Free when Shipping New Currency 

        only bi-colored Official corner card 



1876 Centennial Exhibition Use 

two Centennial Official covers 



Military Telegraphy from Dakota Territory 

Note other example in Wells Fargo archives two recorded examples 



Ship Letter 

   

Letter carried outside mails to DC 

USS Swatara cruising the Caribbean 



Mixed Franking Use 

Prestamped return envelope   two Interior mixed franking covers 


