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Free Frank Abuse (Wrapper) 



Auction Notice on Inside of Free Frank Cover 



      

After much abuse by Officials the 

Congress abolished the franking 

privilege and the Departmental 

stamps were born. 

 

1 July 1873 was their first day of use 

 



What you will see today 

      

The most extensive Official s postal 

history collection ever formed. 

 

Special rates for only Official mail. 

 

Every value on cover is not shown. 

 



Basic Information 

      

  92 Stamp Designs 

117 Stamps, hard/soft paper 

  17 Unknown on Cover (Scott) 

    1 Stamp on cover not seen in  

 over 80 years 

 

  100 Stamps Recorded on Cover 



      

 

8 stamps are known on only one cover 

 (6 shown tonight) 

 

Values on cover with 5 or less known 

 33 stamps on 82 covers 

 

Values on cover with 10 or less known 

 51 stamps on 233 covers 

 



Historical Perspective  

Values on Cover 

      

 Possible  100 

 

 Lanphear   91 

 Ackerman   76 

 Starnes    74 

 Markovits   72 

 



      

We will start with the Executive Office 

and progress by order of power. 

 

  State 

  Treasury 

  War 

  Navy 

  Interior 

  Justice 

  Agriculture 

  Post Office 

 



Executive Department 

      



Postage Due 

1877, 80 centesimi paying deficiency   Only foreign postage due cover 



Summer White House 

1876, note Mansion missing in c/c   3 Long Branch covers with red star 



6c Use 

1875-77 double rate   5 uses 



2c, 3c and 10c Use 

  Only 10c on cover 

Contained Captains  commission sheepskin 

Campbell married to Grants  niece  



State Department 

      



Inbound Consular Pouch Use (Germany) 

         Only illustrated Consular cover 



Inbound Consular Pouch Use (Jamaica) 

         Only Consular cover from Jamaica 



Postage Deficiency Added by US Despatch Agency (to England) 

As mailed to the Consul, the Gov. paid 

deficiency in NYC, note handstamps 

     

Three covers with State added 



Reverse of Previous Cover 

   

Illustrated Prison Cover 

 

2 illustrated Official covers 



Inbound Consulate Pouch Use (Greece) 

BF Stevens forwarding in red Only Greece Consulate cover 



Supplemental Postage, Foreign Destination (Norway) 

Only use to Norway 

Postage required for foreign destination  

deficiency hand-stamp on back 



Foreign Entry and Double Transfer Combo 

  Presenters discovery   Only 19th Century US foreign entry on cover 



Foreign Entry and Double Transfer Combo 

Position 61 

Foreign entry right side and double transfer UL    



10c Use (St. Petersburg Consulate) 

  Two types of BF Stevens on official covers   Only Russian consular cover 



30c & 10c Use 

    40c bound volume rate for printed public docs      



Earliest 15c Use 

  15c quintuple rate, 1873 by size cds    



Treasury Department 

      



Special Tax Form 

1875     Only Official on tax form 



Foreign Destination (England) 

Only Fish & Fisheries to a foreign destination 



Block of Four Use 

       Four Official blocks on cover 


