LAnCMaras PraseuiTion CHEmd il o
September, 11, 1979, Designation List 127
S

COLLECTORS CLUB BUILDING (Former Thomas B. Clarke Residence), 22 East 35th siveet.
Borough of Manhattan. Built 1901-02; architects MoKim, Mead & White.

"ILandmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 864, Lot 53.

On May 8, 1979, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public
hearing on the proposed designation as a Landmark of the Collectors Club
Building and the proposed designation of the related Landmwark Site (Item No. 10).
The hearing had been duly advertised in accordance with the provisions of law.
Six witnesses spoke in favor of designation. There were no speakers in
opposition to designation.

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

This charming building, now the hame of the Collectors Club, was
constructed in 1901-02 as the residence of Thomas Benedict Clarke in the :
fashionable Murray Hill section of New York. An especially notable examplie of
neo-Georgian architecture, it was designed by the firm of McKim, Mead & White,
and is one of their outstanding residential designs in New York City.

Murray Hill had begun to be developed with residences in the mid-19th
century. The area tock its name from the country estate of Robert and Mary
Murray.l According to legend, during the Revoluticnary War, Mary Murray had
detained General Howe at the family house on their country estate, thus allowing
, George Washington tc escape further northward.? Following the opening of
Lexington and Fourth Avenues through the area in 1848, rows of brownstone
residences were quickly built along the side streets. Socially prominent and
wealthy residents, such as A.T. Stewart and J.P. Morgan, moved into the area,
concentrating their residences along Fifth and Madison Avenues. Althouch by
the turn of the century commercial development was beginning to encroach upon
Fifth Avenue, the streets to the east of Madison still remained fashionable,
due in large part to the efforts of J.P. Morgan.3 Consequently in 1901 Thomas
B. Clarke purchased a brownstone rowhouse on East 35th Street with the intention
of creating a new residence suitable for housing his extensive art collection,

Thomas Benedict Clarke (1848-1931) was a prominent New York City art
collector, dealer, and decorator. Although he began his career as a merchant -
and banker, his first love was art. In 1892 he became a dealer, opening his "art
house" at 4 East 34th Street. He collected and sold art in a number of areas,
including 17th and 18th-century English furniture, Chinese porcelain, and European
antiques. He was the first major collector in the United States to concentrate on
American painting, especially works by late 19th-century artists and Hudson River
painters.* This collection was sold at auction in 1899. While reviewing the
furniture and antiques in Clarke's collection prior to an auction in 1925, the
noted art critic Royal Cortissoz described "the signs every where discernible of an
exacting taste and a thoroughgoing knowledge of the subject" and praised the
collection as having "on it the bloom of superfine quality, of things chosen with .
pondered judgment."? Throughout his collecting career Clarke remained devoted to an.
continued to add to his collection of early American portraits. With over 170
exanmples at the time of his death, it was "pronocunced the finest in the world in
private ownership."® Clarke also served as president of the New York School of
Applied Design for nine years, and endowed an annual camposition prize at the
National Academy of Design. -






