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Plan

ÅOrigin of Victoria

ÅSummary of maritime routes

ÅAll sea route via Cape Horn

ÅAll sea route via Cape of Good Hope

ÅOverland routes via Suez

ÅVia Singapore and/or India

ÅTranspacific routes



Port Phillip District NSW, 1836

Royal Geographical Society London, 1837



Selected Shipping Lanes, Pre 1866
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Via Cape Horn  Non-Contract Sailing Ship

18 May 1841 161 days
Platina:Melbourne 18 May, London 25 Oct

Paid in Melbourne: ship letter 3d
Due in London:  ship letter 8d

1838 Act

Melbourne to London Direct



Via Cape Horn Non-Contract Sailing Ship

11 December 1844 169 days
William Stoveld:London 31 Dec, Melbourne 28 May

Paid in Liverpool:  ship letter 8d
Due in Melbourne:  ship letter 3d

1838 Act

London to Melbourne Direct



Via Cape Horn Non-Contract Sailing Ship

30 November 1844 214 days
Lanchester: Sydney 2 January, London 30 Jun

Paid in Melbourne:  1/3 inland to Sydney + 3d ship letter = 1/6
Due in Edinburgh:  8d ship letter + 1d inland = 9d

1838 Act

Melbourne to Scotland via Sydney



Via Cape Horn Non-Contract Sailing Ship

Paid in Melbourne: 4d steamer + 3d ship letter = 7d
Due in Leith:  ship letter 8d

8 February 1845 145 days
Royal George: Melbourne 14 Feb, Leith 2 Jul

1838 Act

Geelong to Scotland via Melbourne



Via Cape Horn  British Contract Sailing Ship

Paid in Melbourne: 3d ship + 1/3 inland = 1/6
Due in Edinburgh:  packet letter 1/ -

14 November 1848 166 days
Sir Edward Paget: Sydney 12 Dec, Gravesend 27 Apr

The Toulmin Packets, 1844-1849

1838 ActMelbourne ςSydney ςGravesend ςLondon ςEdinburgh



Via Cape Horn  Non-Contract Sailing Ship

Paid in Seymour:  inland 2d + ship letter 3d = 5d
Due in London:  ship letter 8d

15 October 1850 156 days
Thomas Lowry: Melbourne 18 Nov, London 19 Mar

1850 Inland-Rate Reduction

1849 Act



Via Cape Horn Non-Contract Sailing Ship + Br. Pkt.

Paid in Melbourne: ship letter 3d
London debit to U.S.:  ship letter 8d + transatlantic packet 8d = 32¢

Due in Missouri: 32¢ debit + 5¢ inland = 37¢

25 January 1851 131 days
Lysander, Melbourne 28 Jan, London 22 May

Asia: Liverpool 25 May, New York 4 Jun

Per United States ςBritish Treaty

1849 ActMelbourne ςLondon ςLiverpool ςNew York ςGlasgow, Mo.



Black Ball Line Marco Polo, oil by Capt. Thomas Robertson, ca. 1858

The Clipper Ship Era
Via Cape Horn

The fastest ship ever built when launched in 1852 by Donald McKay of Boston



Via Cape Horn British Contract Clipper Ship

Paid in Melbourne: ship letter 1s x 4 = 4/-
Due in Birmingham:  ship letter 6d x 4 = 2/ -

9 March 1855 73 days
Black Ball James Baines: Melbourne 11 Mar, Liverpool 20 May

1854 Act

First Contract-Clipper Voyage



Via Cape Horn British Contract Clipper Ship

9 April 1855 81 days
Black BallLightning: Melbourne 11 Apr, Liverpool 30 Jun

British Retaliatory Rate

1854 Act

Paid in Melbourne: ship letter =  1/-
Due in London:  retaliatory rate = 1/-



Via Cape Horn British Contract Clipper Ship

1 April 1856 107 days
White Star Earl of Sefton: Melbourne 26 Apr, Liverpool 16 Jul

Adopting the Uniform Rate: British Contract

1855 Act

Paid in Melbourne: 6d
Credit to U.K.:  5d


