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In This Is sue
Tas ma nia, or Van Diemen’s Land as it was then called, initiated its postal is sues

with some “prim i tive” stamps be fore the fine en graved is sues ar rived from Perkins Ba -
con. Up to now, the 4d stamp of the early is sue was be lieved to have been pro duced
from two dif fer ent plates with one pre ced ing the other. Koichi Sato, of Ja pan, has as -
sem bled ev i dence in Tas ma nia: The Cou rier 4 Pence Is sue that shows that the two
plates were used con cur rently for the first supply, a find ing that should change how
these are re garded in the fu ture.

The ques tion of when the “Dwarf” prints of New Zea land were pro duced, ei -
ther in 1855 as an ex per i ment when the first lo cal prints were printed, or in 1862
when a new printer took over, has long been a puz zle to stu dents of these clas sic is -
sues. How they were pro duced and then came to be used has equally been ques -
tioned. This study by Rob ert Odenweller has as sem bled the var i ous thoughts of the
past and an a lyzes the pos si ble an swers.

Ships with gal ley slaves seem to be sta ples of two mil len nia ago, with im ages of Ben 
Hur com ing to mind. It may be a sur prise that King Henry IV of France, at the end of
the sev en teenth cen tury, had an or nate gal ley that was pow ered by re li gious and other 
pris on ers. Kees Adema tells a pow er ful story of a Hu gue not scribe who spent many
years on board the King’s ship in Let ters from a Hu gue not Gal ley Slave:
1692–1705.

Ed Grabowski con tin ues his in ves ti ga tion of the var i ous uses of stamps in
Guadeloupe in the lat est of his se ries, Glean ings from the French Col onies:
Guadeloupe—Printed Mat ter via the Brit ish Agency (Pos si ble Res o lu tion of a
Stand ing Ques tion). This long ti tle dis cusses, in a short ar ti cle, the very rare four
cen time rate for printed mat ter at a time when stamps for that ser vice may not have
been avail able due to po lit i cal tur moil in France.

Cover story, United States Post age Due: Use of Spe cial-Purpose Stamps is of -
fered by Pe ter A.S. Smith to show two most un usual cov ers on which stamps were
em ployed by the post of fice worker to sat isfy show ing the pay ment of post age due.
These are some times cre ated by smaller of fices that have a short age of the full range of
reg u lar post age due val ues avail able, cou pled with an older stock of stamps that are of
little use otherwise.

The At the Club house fea ture in sum mer is sues usu ally has few meet ing re ports
due to the sum mer re cess. The re port of one meeting that was missed ear lier is ac com -
pa nied by a few in ter est ing other re ports. One was writ ten by Roger Schnell in re -
sponse to a re quest for his ob ser va tions about the cer e mony where he signed the Roll
of Dis tin guished Phi lat e lists. Also in cluded are two Let ters to the Ed i tor, one com -
ment ing on and ex pand ing in for ma tion on a pre vi ous ar ti cle by Ed Grabowski and the
other on an ed i to rial.

Cor rec tion: The list of re sults for ex hib i tors at Wash ing ton 2006 in ad ver tently
omit ted Ste ven Walske with his out stand ing ex hibit “Spe cial Postal Routes dur ing the
Amer i can Civil War,” which re ceived a large gold medal and spe cial prize, and was
also the other can di date to the Grand Prix Na tional, which was won by Bill Gross. An -
other award not men tioned was by a new mem ber, John F. DiBiase, who re ceived a
gold medal for “The Fis cal Stamps of West ern Aus tra lia.”


