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In This Is sue
We have the un usual op por tu nity this month to fea ture two ar ti cles on as pects of

the U.S. 1847 is sue. The first, from Harvey Mirsky, dis cusses how the stamps for de -
nom i na tions be low 5¢ were not avail able un til 1851, but that the rates for cer tain ser -
vices nevertheless ex isted. In The U.S. 1847 Is sue Over paying Do mes tic Post age
Rates, he shows how cer tain let ters were deemed worth send ing over paid with the
5¢ stamp, and rarely with the 10¢ de nom i na tion. The ar rival of the 1¢ and 3¢ stamps a
few years later made this ex trav a gance un nec es sary.

The sec ond ar ti cle, Plating the United States 1847 Is sue, points out how dif fi -
cult it has been to iden tify plate po si tions on the 1847 is sue, but how that sit u a tion
was made a bit eas ier with the dis cov ery of the half sheets re leased by the Amer i can
Bank note Com pany. In spite of that, Wil liam Gross shows that the plate po si tions of
a num ber of mul ti ples and iden ti fi able sin gle stamps have been mis iden ti fied or un -
known in the past and seeks to set the re cord straight.

Mil i tary forces that are obliged to cross bor ders into non-combatant coun tries are
treated as “in tern ees” rather than pris on ers of war. István Gazda tells of spe cial mail
ser vices that were made avail able in Reg is tered and Spe cial De liv ery Mail of Pol -
ish Mil i tary In ternee Camps in Hun gary. The use of such ex tra ser vices was rare,
par tic u larly in the var i ous phases of the war.

Cov er age ex tend ing from the Ca rib bean to Af rica and as far as South east Asian
French col o nies is shown in the lat est ef fort of reg u lar con trib u tor, Ed Grabowski.
The very few ex am ples avail able of what would nor mally be con sid ered a com mon
stamp are found in Glean ings from the French Col onies: Use of the One Cen -
time French Co lo nial Al le gor i cal Group Type Stamp.

Harlan Stone re turns with an ac count ing of at tempts to mail cur rency through
the post, where it should have been reg is tered. In Money “Smug gling” through
Swiss Post Of fices he shows two ex am ples that were dis cov ered by the post of fice
and the way each sit u a tion was han dled.

Cover story: 1916—A Brit ish Gen eral’s Phil a telic Cover in this is sue fea tures
an un usual sit u a tion in which a phila teli cally aware Brit ish gen eral in Ger man East Af -
rica sent a let ter to a friend for auc tion on be half of the Nyasaland Red Cross Fund. Dr.
Da vid Lobdell points out that the stamps on cover are these days con sid ered great
rar i ties.

Finally, the an nual award of the Al fred F. Lichtenstein Me mo rial Award will be
pre sented to Pa tri cia Stilwell Walker at the an nual awards din ner on May 10. The
for mal an nounce ment is made on page 76, and mem bers and guests are in vited to join
to honor her and the re cip i ents of the other awards made over the year.


