In This Issue

Carl Walske and Steve Walske offer the results of some interesting detective
work. In trigued by the por tion of a cover that once bore Ha wai ian Mis sion ary stamps
that he pur chased in ex pensively, Carl en listed the aid of his son to fig ure out just what
it might have looked like be fore be ing mu ti lated. This led, in turn, to a search of var i
ous historical archives. The result of this study is A Hawaiian Missionary Cover
Mys tery Solved, aided by graph ics gen er ated by Rich ard Frajola.

Inyetan other search through his deep sup ply of in ter esting French Col onies ma te
rial, Ed Grabowski has found an item that is of ten thought of as Con fed er ate States
mate rial. InA Turned Cover from Guadeloupe in 1864, he shows both sides of a
com mer cial cover to a small town, bear ing a rate that in it self is most de sir able. The re
cipientfounditex pe dient(orfrugal) to turn the coverinside-out and re-used it, prob a
bly to the sender. This use is per haps unique for the time.

A se ries byKees Adema on the postal his tory of early Hol land con tin ues with Na-
poleon’s Russian Campaign and Fieldpost to Holland from the Second
Grande Armée. The bru tal win ter con di tions in Rus sia dur ing the cam paign of 1812
makes it almost miraculous that any mail could have made it through, let alone sur-
vived. Yet sur vive it did and the story be hind it is most in ter est ing.

Frugal ity or an ob sti nate na ture seem to have caused the sender ofan 1851 let ter to
Canada to ignore a new postal rate, as recounted by Harvey Mirsky in this issue’s
“Cover Story.” In This Folded Let ter Was Il le gally Sent, and the Sender Knew It,
he shows not only the let ter but an other that sup ports the idea that it was done in tenr
tion ally. Ap par ently the authorities in anum ber of han dlings did not ap ply the ap pro
pri ate mea sures, since it was ac cepted as sent.

Finally, please note and set aside the Sat ur day date Feb ru ary 18, 2000, for a spe cial
showing at the Club house by Harlan Stone of his 2005 A.P.S. Cham pion of Cham-
pions exhibit “Switzerland 1862-1883: The Perforated Sitting Helvetia.” This
meeting is not on the regularsched ule, butis the sec ond in an ef fort to of fer a more in
ti mate view of the pre vi ous year’s C of C ex hibit than is avail able at the frames the day
af ter the Stampshow awards din ner. The pro gram will start at 2 p.m. See page 50 for
details.

The next graat USA intermational stamp show!
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