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In This Is sue
The stamps and cov ers of Sic ily—1859 rank among the top clas sics in the world.

With some items long known to be unique or in ac ces si ble in col lec tions long held, it
takes pa tience to ob tain them. Dr. Saverio Imperato, of Monza, It aly, has that pa -
tience and has man aged to re unite four key pieces, which he showed at the Club house 
on June 7, 2006, shortly af ter Wash ing ton 2006. These are il lus trated here along with
some rare and notable cov ers and pieces from this fas ci nat ing area.

Harvey Mirsky con tin ues with his study of var i ous as pects of the U.S. 1847 is sue.
In 1847 Treaty Covers he dis cusses and illustrates the few postal trea ties in ef fect
dur ing the pe riod of 1847 to 1851, and il lus trates the sole ex am ple known of the
Treaty of New Gre nada and one of the two of the Bre men ar range ment of 1847, in
what should be the only show ing of ex am ples of all the trea ties in a sin gle location.

Reg is tered Brick Mail shows one ex am ple from the re turn re ceipt col lec tion of
Da vid Handelman. Dur ing World War I, a brick man u fac turer ap par ently needed to
have one of its prod ucts sent to the New York City of fice and the best way avail able
was by reg is tered first class mail. Since reg is try at that time of fered re turn re ceipts at
no ad di tional charge, it was added to the wrap per

Des ti na tions of Early Ice land Mail, 1873–1902 of fers a glimpse of cov ers from
this small is land to for eign des ti na tions. Roger Schnell has con tin ued a cen sus, with a 
to tal, re corded over the 29 year span, of 308 cov ers and 234 postal sta tio nery items.
This av er age of fewer than 20 items per year to for eign des ti na tions gives an idea of
how lit tle mail was sent abroad. The ar ti cle is il lus trated with some fas ci nat ing pieces.

Ed Grabowski was in Wash ing ton 2006 for the be gin ning of the ex hi bi tion but
had to leave for a chem is try con fer ence in Paris be fore the show was over. He was
kind enough to re spond to a re quest for an ar ti cle that would give his im pres sion of
the show and found out only when in Paris that he had re ceived the high est award, the 
F.I.P. Grand Prix d’Honneur, but was un able to at tend the awards pre sen ta tion. His
rem i nis cences and ob ser va tions of the show are a per sonal mem oir and rather fit ting
for him to be able to show two im por tant items that may have helped to tip the bal -
ance in his fa vor. These will have to serve in place of a pic ture of him re ceiv ing the
award.

Cover story: 1863, A cover from Yo ko hama, Ja pan, to New York, via Eu rope 
takes 93 days is an ac count by Ian Paton that shows how oce anic mail ser vice was
re duced dur ing the U.S. Civil War and the nor mal route across the Pa cific was not
avail able.

The list of ac tive mem bers of the Col lec tors Club was matched against ex hib i tors in 
Wash ing ton 2006 and here pro vides an al pha bet i cal ac count ing of all club mem bers
and their re sults. The win ners of the Grand Prix Na tional and In ter na tional are in -
cluded. A brief re port on the Col lec tors Club lun cheon at Wash ing ton 2006 was put
to gether by Dr. Murray Abramson, who bor rowed the ed i tor’s cam era to be able to
take pic tures at the event, in clud ing some of Karl Rove, one of the guest speak ers.


