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In This Is sue
Van Koppersmith starts an in ves ti ga tion into a prob lem that has puz zled top level 

col lec tors of Con fed er ate is sues for years. The Post mas ter’s Provisionals of Mo -
bile, Al a bama, were printed by litho graphic process on a stone of un known size and
makeup. The mar gin in cludes an in scrip tion that can be seen on a few stamps. For
years, re search by Law rence Shenfield was thought to be the fi nal word on this in -
scrip tion, but Koppersmith has found some anom a lies that com pli cate the an swer.
This in tro duc tion de tails his find ings and shows new el e ments to the puz zle.

Jean de Sperati is well known for his forg er ies. Fred Greg ory tells of how good
the forg er ies were of Ha wai ian is sues, good enough to fool some ex perts, and how
dif fi cult it is to find some ex am ples of the “gen u ine” forgeries. This is an in tro duc tion
to the sub ject, with a thor ough cov er age and il lus tra tion of each forg ery and its iden ti -
fy ing char ac ter is tics to fol low in the next is sue.

The con clu sion of the two-part ar ti cle on the Large Her mes Heads Used for
Post age on News pa pers, Mag a zines, Books and Printed Mat ter (1861–1886) by
Constantin Mattheos shows printed mat ter, books, mag a zines, bi sects and mixed
frankings us ing this clas sic is sue. Richly il lus trated with many ex am ples, it is a fit ting
fin ish to a very in ter est ing study that shows the depth one can find in printed mat ter.

Ed Grabowski, turns to the clas sic era of Guadeloupe show ing cov ers that il lus -
trate the pri mar ily used rates, along with oth ers that seem to be over paid. His ex pla na -
tion of the elu sive 25 cen time rate re quired him to con sult an im por tant vol ume on
postal rates that yielded some very in ter est ing re sults and three im por tant cov ers.

Cover story, by Tom Mazza, shows a Boyd’s lo cal post stamp used to pay “to the
mails” in com bi na tion with the New York post mas ter’s pro vi sional. It is the only
known ex am ple of any lo cal post ad he sive be ing used in con nec tion with any post -
mas ter’s pro vi sional.

At the Club house cov ers the fi nal meet ing be fore the sum mer break, where Bill
Ainsworth showed his Lin coln vi gnettes. The in de pend ent au di tor’s re port fol -
lows, in a one-page sum mary, but the full re port is avail able on re quest.

Four pages of book re views catch up on some im por tant books, in clud ing the lat est 
pro duc tion by the Col lec tors Club, The United States Five Cent Stamp of 1856, by
Rich ard Frajola and Fred er ick Mayer. Re cent ac qui si tions by the li brary fill two pages,
with par tic u lar thanks to Stan ley Gib bons, Ltd., for their cur rent cat a logues. A no tice
men tions the am nesty given to those who may have bor rowed books and kept them a
bit lon ger than usual, or who have just for got ten where they came from.

Page 308 gives no tice of the next One Frame Com pe ti tion. Res i dent mem bers will
re ceive no tices, but non res i dent mem bers and over seas may also par tic i pate, if they
wish. Con tact the Ex ec u tive Sec re tary for de tails about this De cem ber 7 event.




